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the right of alienation and under which they can at any time 
haye H with the approval of the Secretary. 

1\lr. SPOO:NER. I was reading the wrong paper: 
Mr. CLAPP. If there is nothing--
Mr. TELLER. .Mr. President, I wish to say just a word. 

The Senator from Wisconsin has referred to the fact that I 
said some of the full bloods were capa~le. I do not think, tak­
ing the full bloods as a rule, that they are capable. Neither do 
I think the half-breeds are capable. But there are a great many 
Indians, who have a little Indian blood, who are very capable. 
I do not want to have it understood that I disparage the abil­
ity of the full-blood Indian. I have known a great many In­
di:ms, and, as I said the other day, I can call to mind now an 
Indian who would not be a disgrace to the Senate at any time-­
an intelligent, active, full-blood Creek. He is an old man now, 
that is true; but that is the only objection that could be made 
to him. However, there are some old men in the Senate. 

My intercourse with Indians for forty-five years has been 
close. I have known now and then a full-blood Indian who 
never came to any public notice who was as capable as the 
average man in the community in which he lived, and some­
times many of them much more so. I knew an Indian called 
Ouray. He was a Ute Indian. He was a chief, and he came 
from a long line of chiefs. He was a man of absolutely great 
power and a man of good character. When we had difficulty 
with the Indians, he was the man who went out and composed 
the difficulty, and brought the Indians in, and did his part to 
make them behave. I could name a number of instances of 
that kind within the last forty-five years. History is full of 
thetn. The condition, as to certain Indians, in western New 
York, where I was brought up, still exists. We u,sed to have 
in the readers the speeches those men made. A great many 
people supposed those speeches were written by somebody who 
wanted to make a good speech. I have had made to me 
speeches by Indians that were full of wit, sometimes amusing 
and at otLer times full of pathos, but full of intelligence, and 
really very eloquent speeches. I know they were eloquent, 
although the interpreter could not perhaps give full force to 
what they were, and they expressed themselves as clearly as 
any people in the world. · 

. :Mr. SPOONER. And always dignified. 
Mr. TELLER. And always dignified, as the Senator from 

Wisconsin says. They usually had a sense of propriety which 
belongs to intelligence. The Indian is not a barbarian in the 
sense that many classes of the human race are. They have 
certain laws which are just as binding on them as ours are upon 
us, both morally and politically, and they adhere to them. They 
are not to be con idered as a weak-minded people. Like all 
wild people and like all civilized people, they do succumb to the 
use of intoxicating drinks, and that is one of the banes of their 
lives. But they are not more so in the native state than the 
white man is in his ordinary condition. 

Mr. CLAPP. I .now ask that the conference report be adopted. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 

conference report. 
~Ir. TILLMAl'l. Mr. President, I shall have nothing more to 

say, -but for the reasons which we have tried to bring out here 
I hope the Senate will not adopt this report, but will send it 
back to conference. I ask for the yeas and nays on agreeing to 
the report. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 

conference report. · 
1\fr. TILLMAN. I make the point of order that there is no 

quorum present. . 
Tile VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from South Carolina 

raises the question of a quorum. The Secretary will call the 
r ol l. 

'l'he Secretary called the roll, and the following Senators 
answered to their names: 
Bacon Cullom Hansbrough Piles 
Berry Dillingham Heyburn Scott 
Blackburn Dolliver Kean Simmons 
Bmndegee Dubois Latimer Spooner 
Bulkeley Elk ins Long Sutherland 

The Secretary called the names of absent Senators, and :Mr. 
ALLISON responded to his name. 

Mr. MORGAN. My colleague [1\Ir. PETTus] is detained by 
sickness from the Chamber. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Forty~five Senators have answered 
to their names. A quorum is pre~cnt. 

Mr. TILLMAN. A quorum being present, I again renew my 
request for the yeas and nays on the adoption of the conference 
report. 

Tlle yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. FRYE. It is entirely evident that there is no voting 

quorum present. Therefore I move that the Senate adjourn. 
'l'lle motion was agreed to; and (at 4 o'clock and 50 minutes 

p. m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Thursday, April 
12, 1906, at 12 o'clock meridian. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

WEDNESDAY, April11, 1906. 
The House met at 11 o'clock a. m. 
Prayer by Rev. HEz SwEM, pastor of the Second Baptist 

Church, Washington, D. C. 
The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and 

approved. 
DEFINING AND REGULATING JURISDICTION OF UNITED STATES 

COURTS. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair lays before the House the fol­

lowing House bill with a Senate amendment, the title of which 
the Clerk will report. 

The Clerk read as follows : 
A bill ·(H. R. 12843) to amend the seventh section of an act entitled 

"An act establishing circuit courts of appeals and to define and regu­
late in such cases the jurisdiction of the courts of the United States, 
and for other purposes," approved March 3, 1891. 

The Senate amendment was read. 
Mr. BRANTLEY. 1\Ir. Speaker, I move that the House con­

cur in the senate amendment. 
The motion was agreed to ; and the amendment was con­

cmTed in . 
LOWER BRULE BAND OE SIOUX TRIBE OF INDIANS IN SOUTH DAKOTA. 

Mr. BURKE of South Dakota. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani­
mous consent for the present consideration of tbe bill (S. 980), 
and ask that the substitute be tead in lieu of the original bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South Dakota asks 
unanimous consent for the present consideration of a Senate 
bill, that the reading of the bill be dispensed with and the sub­
stitute read instead. Is there objection? [After a pause.] The 
Cllair hears none. 

The Clerk read as follows : 
An act (S. 980) to ratify an agreement with the Lower Brule band of 

the Sioux tribe of Indians in South Dakota, and making appropriation 
to carry the same into effect. 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and be is 

hereby, authorized and directed, as hereinafter provided, to sell or dis­
pose of the west half of townships 106, 107, 10 , 109, and 110 north, 
range 27 west of the fifth 8rincipal meridian, and fmctional townships 
106, 107, 108, 109, and 11 north, rano-e 78 west of the fifth principal 
meridian, and fractional township 11B north, range 79 west of the 
fifth principal meridian, the same being the westem portion of the 
Lower Brule Indian Reservation in South Dakota., comprising approxi-
mately 56,560 acres : Provided, That sections 16 and 36 of the lands in 
each township shall not be disposed of, but sb!lll be reserved for the 
use of the common schools and paid for by the United States at $1.2() 
per acre, and the same are hereby granted to the State of South Dakota 
for such purpose: Provided f-urther, That any Indians to whom allot­
ments l;lave been made on the tract to be ceded may, in case they desire 
to do so before said lands are offered for sale, relinquish same and select 
allotments in lieu thereof on the diminished reservation. 

SEc. 2. That the Secretary of the Interior shall cause said lands, ex­
cept sections 16 and 36 in each township, to be appraised by legal sub­
divisions, and when all of said lands have been appraised the same shall 
be disposed of under the general provisions of the homestead laws of 
tile United States, and shall be ope!led to settlement and entry at not 

Burkett Flint McCreary •raliaferro 
Burrows Foraker McCumber 'l'eller 
Carter F oster Money 'l'illman 
Clapp Frye Morgan Warner 
Clark, Wyo. l!'ulton Newlands Warren 

less tban their appraised value by proclamation of the President, which 
proclamation shall prescribe the manner in which these lands shall be 
settled upon, occupied, and entered by persons entitled to make entry 
t hereof, and no person shall be permitted to settle upon, occupy, ot· 
enter any of said lands, except as prescribed in such proclamation, 
until after the expiration of sixty days from the time when the same 
are opened to settlement and entry : Provided, That the rights of bon-

,.- orably discharged Union £oldiers and sailors of the late civil and Span­
ish wars and the Philippine insurrection, as defined and desct·ibed in 
s<'ctions 2304 and 2305 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by the act 
of !arch 1, 1901, shall not ue abridged : Provided further·, That the 
price of said lands when entered shall be that .fixed by the appraise­
ment or by the President, as herein provided for, which shall be paid 
in accordance with rules and regulations to be prescribed by the Secre­
tary of the Interior,• upon the following terms : One-fifth of the pur· 
chase price to be J?Uld m cash at the time of entry, and the balance in 
five equal annual m stallm.ents, to be paid in one, twol: three, four, and 
five years, respectively, from and after the date of en ry. In case any 
eutryman fails to make the annnal payments, Ol' any of them, p1·omptly 
when due, all rights in and to the land covered by his entry shall cease, 

Clay Gallinger Perkins Wetmore 

Tlle VICE-PRESIDENT. Forty-four Senators have answered 
to their names. A quorum is not present. 

1\Ir. KiiJAN. I ask that the absentees be called. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will call the names 

of absent Senators. -
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and any pavments theretofore made shall · be forfeited and the entry 
c:mceled. and the lands shall be reoffered for sale and entry : And pro­
-.;iuer£ ftt rVter, That tb€' lands embraced within such canceled entry 
shall, afteL· the cancellation of such entry, be subject to entry under 
the provisions of the homestead law, at the appraised value, until 
otherwise directed by the President, as herein provided. 

When the entryman shall have con.1plied witlr all the requirements 
and terms of the homestead laws as to settlement and residence and 
shall have made all the required payments aforesaid. he shall be enti­
tled to a patent for the lands entered : PI'O'I:ided, That the entryman 
shall make his final proofs in accordance with the homestead laws 
within six years, but nothing in this act shall prevent homestead set­
tlers from commuting theit· entries under section 2301, Revised Statutes, 
by paying for the land entered the appraised price, receiving credit for 
pa~·mE'nts previously made, and that aliens who have declared · their 
intention to become citizens of the United States may become such 
entrymen, but 1.Jefo1·e making final proof and receiving patent they must 
have received their full naturalization papers: P1·ovicled further, That 
the fees and commissions to be paid in connection with such entries and 
final proofs shall be the same as those now provided by law where th€' 
price of the land is $1.25 per acre: And vro-,;idecL further, That when, 
in the jndgment of the President, no more of the said land can be dis­
posed of at the appmised price, he may, by proclamation, to be re­
peated at his discretion, sell from time to time the remaining lands 
s 1bject to the provisions of the homestead laws, or otherwise as he may 
d('em mo t ndvantageous, at such price or prices, in such manner, upon 
such conditions, with such restrictions, and upon such terms as he 
may deem best for all the intere ts concerned. . 

SEc. 3. That the proceeds arising from the sale and disposition of the 
lands aforesaid, exclusive of the customary fees and commissions, shall, 
after deducting the amounts of the expenses incurred from time to time 
in connection with the appraisements and sales, be deposited in the 
Tl:easury of the United States to the credit of the Indtans belonging 
and having tr·ibal rights on the Lower Brule Reservation, and shall 
be expended for their benefit, under the direction of the Secretary of 
the Interior. 

SEC. 4 . That there is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of 5,000, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary, to pay for the lands granted to the State · 
of South Dakota. as provided in this act, and for the· necessru·y ex­
penses of appr·aising said lands as provided herein : Pmvided, That the 
money expended in appraising said lands shall be reimbursable and 
shall be deducted from the proceeds received from the sale thereof. 

SEc. 5. '.rhat the Secretary of the Interior is hereby vested with full 
power and authority to make all needful rules and regulations as to 
manner of sale, notice of same, and other matters incident to the cru·­
rying out of the provisions of this act, and with authority to reap- · 
prais4! said lands if deemed necessary from time to time, and to con­
tinue making sales of the same, in accordance with the provisions of · 
this act, until all of the lands shall have been disposed of: Provided, 
That all lands herein ceded and opened to settlement under this act 
remaining undisposed of at the expiration of five yeru·s from the taking 
eiiect of this act shall be sold and disposed of for· cash, under rules and 
regulations to be prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior, not more 
than <HO acres to any one purchaser. · 

forces and a large band of Moro· robbers and cutthroats dis­
paraging reference has been made to the military operations of 
Gen. Jacob H. Smith on the island of Samar; and in the press 
of the country a comparison bas been made between the Samar 
campn.ign and that on the island of Jolo. I b ::tppen to be familiar 
with General Smith's record, and to the end th!lt justice may be 
done him I shall take the liberty of setting it f orth. 

This is the legislative branch of the Government, wbete every 
Member has the right to entertain and express his views on 
matters of public importance and concerning the welfare of the 
nation. We are answerable to our own consciences and om· own 
obligations. To differ with the President is not only our pri\i­
lege, but a duty which must not be shirked when our views nre 
irreconcilable with his. Politically I always ha\e been and still 
am his ardent supporter, and personally his warm admirer. 

On this occasion I do not dif{er with him, and fro·m the re­
ports received so far I think it is apparent tllat no di credit 
has been brought upon the American Army. Our policy in the 
Philippines is simply being carried out. Tile islands became 
ours as a result of war. I only wish the fortunes of war llad 
never placed them under our authority, but the re ponsibility 
is now ours, and it must be assumed. We can not e.-ade it. 
Our duty is plain. The inhabitants of the islands must respect 
the American flag. They owe allegiance to the United State~ 
of America. Rebellion can not and will not be tolerated. The 
laws must be obeyed, and we owe a duty to the inhabitants 
of the island to protect them in their li\es and their property 
from the depredations of marauders, outlaws, thieyes, and 
murderers. '.rllere can be no civilization witllout law and order; 
and civilization can not be maintained unless the law · is en­
forced. Resistance to law, defiance of it, must be met by force 
and overcome, and we can not weigh in a delicate balance just 
bow much force must be used to accomplish the end. 

But the case of General Wood is a complete vindication of 
the case of General Smith. This I will endea\or to establish 
by the facts. 

Wllat is the military record of General Smith? 
General Smith was a soldier of many warN. When the call 

to arms resounded · throughout this country in 1861 he organ­
ized a company, was mustered into the military service of 
the United States, and was soon at the front. At Shiloh be 
suffered a severe gunshot wound. He was taken from the 
field of battle and sent home dangerously sick. But an - iron 

S11c. 6. That nothing in this act contained shall in any manner bind 
the United States to purchase any portion of the land herein 6escribed, 
except sections 16 and 36 or the equivalent in each township, or to 
dispose of said land except as provided herein; or to guarantee to find con. titution nnd a strong will power soon asserted themselves, 
f~~ch;ri~isfo:ctsa~gafa~g:· U~it~~Y s't~~~~o~h~~iri~~· :!~ ~~~~fe:hj01~n;ifd anu lle recovered and returned to his command. General Grant 
Indians to dispose of said lands and to expend and pay over and ex-

1 
recommended that he be brevetted for gallantry on the field 

pend the proceeds received from the sale thereof only as received, as of battle. He served tbrougllout the civil war as a \Olunteer, 
herein provided. 3.nd at its close entered the Regular Army. Years of his life 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? were spent on the American frontier in various Indian crun-
.1\fr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, reserving the Tight to object, paigns. In the war with Spain he went to Cuba with our 

I would like to ask if this bill has been unanimously reported troops and, although not the hero of that war, lle now carries 
from the committee? in llis body a bullet from the rifle of a Spanish soldier. He 

Mr. BURKE of South Dakota. Mr. Speaker, this bill only af- was then sent to the Philippines, and while there was nlwnys 
fects two townships, and it is strictly in accordance with the at the front faithfully discharging his duties. A formidable 
agreement made with the Indians in February, 1906--- insurrection broke out in Samar. General Sm'itb was sent to 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I ilid not ask the gentleman that; I asked au0.ll it. 
whether this is a unanimous report of the committee. · Let us now examine what Smith did in Srunar and what 
· Mr. BURKE of South Dakota. It is a unanimous report from Wood bas done in Jolo. 
the committee. When Smith arrived at Samar he found that the small gar-

Mr. WILLIAMS. Then I have no objection. rison of the United States Army at Balangiga had been m~6-
The SPEAKER. Is there objection? [After a pause.] The sacred by the natives. The garrison was -surrounded by ti·each­

Cllair hears none. erous murderers while in its mess room at breakfast. Our 
, The amendment in the nature of a substitute was agreed to; soldiers were surprised~aught unarmed-and with neither the 
the bill was ordered to be read a third time, was read the third means nor opportunity of defense were most cruelly and bru­
ti:me, and passed. tally murdered. After the bodies were horribly mutilated the 

The title was amended so as to read: "An act to authorize the assassins left for the interior of the island. It was not until 
sale of a portion of the Lower Brule Reservation in South Da- after General Smith viewed the result of this tenible slaughter­
kota, and for other purposes." tllis wanton murder of American soldierS-that be gave the 

On motion of Mr. BuRKE of South Dakota, a motion to recon- order for which be bas been so much criticised. This order 
sider the last vote was laid on the table. was construed by Major Waller in accordance with the laws 

Mr. BURKE of South Dakota. Mr. Speaker, I now ask that of war and General Military Orders No. 100; and Major Waller 
House bill 9306 lie on the table, it being a similar bill. repeatedly testified before the court-martial the interpretation 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, it is so ordered. [4fter be put upon this order and that the meaning conveyed by it 
a pause.] The Chair bears no objection. was that only those opposing the Army-those engaged in actual 

POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. OVERSTREET, the House resolved itself into 
the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for 
.the further consideration of the bill H. R. 16953-the Post-Office 
appropriation bill-Mr. SHERMAN in the chair. 

Mr. OVERSTREET. Ur. Chairman, I yield fifteen minutes 
to the gentleman from Ohio [1\fr. BANNON]. 

Mr. BAl~NON. Mr. Chairman, during the debate in this House 
on the subject of the engagement on Mount Dajo between our 

XL--317 

hostilities-in active operations against it, were to be killed. 
He did not tell Major Waller that quarter was not to be given. 
For this order General Smith was court-martialed, and the 
verdict of the court, while finding that he did use certain ob­
jectionable language, found him not guilty of directing that 
the giving of quarter was not desired; not guilty of ordering 
that all persons capable of bearing arms were to be killed ; 
and, further, that his directions were to kill only those engaged 
in actual hostilities. An admonition, I believe, wa-s recom­
mended, but, unfortunately for General Smith, lle bad rea -:bed 
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ibat period in life when he was subject to retirement on ac­
count of a~e by executh·e order, and what followed is a matter 
of history. No doubt the President yielded to what he thought 
was a popular demand and did what he believed to be light. 
But what caused General Smith to issue such an order ? By 
whom was it suggested? What were his instructions? 

On October ~~ General Chaffee wrote directions and gaye 
orders to General Smith us follows : 

I nm also sending you · the Florida, which is armed with a couple of 
gat ling and other guns for wor ~ in the strait, with a view to stop 
tile damned nonsense of supplying Samar from Leyte. * * * It 
wo~ld not l::e possible to ask that Leyte be put in the military column 
u~til I llc!lr from you officially . . I think, with you, that it should he 
don . • * * I do not propose to hamper you at all, but, on the 
contrary, give :rou all the assistance you need to crush the insurrection 
in Samar, and, as you say, Lukban shall not be governor of Samar if 
we can prevent it, and I think you can. I recognize that it is a dilfi­
cult job to catch a weasel when loose in a country so bushy and im­
passable as is Samnr. No doubt there are many places uBknown to the 
troops where rice is grown in sufficient amount to feed a few wood 
mic . Therefore it may surprise you frequently to find they are able 
to fill their stomachs when believed they have had nothing at 
all. * " * The interior must be made a wilderness if that is the 
only remedy. 

'Ybat is that but the famous order to make a wilderness of 
the island? General Smith issued such an order, but when be 
did so be had in his possession the exact language used by him 
in a letter which was written deliberately by ills superior when 
not under the excitement necessarily attendant upon the view of 
a human slaughterhouse. 

In yarious orders and directions giyen to General Smith by 
General Wheaton, beginning in 1900, the last order being dated 
Noyembcr, 1901, General Wheaton, advising General Smith of 
the moyement of the bands of Filipinos and in making J;eference 
to some wells, says : 

If possible attack these bands and exterminate them, whlch will sa>e 
officers fallin{; into and injuring them internally (the officers, and not 
the wells) and then taking murderers red-handed and bringing them to 
the slow justice of the courts. General Grant has just made a very 
successful cleaning out of a rendezvous of guerrillas and robbers in the 
mountains, killing forty and destroying seventy-five buildings and a 
large quantity of ammunition and supplies. 

In another letter be sa.ys : 
One must ne>er be surprised at the rascality of the Filipinos. This 

anent your account of Uusca.s rascality. A more unmitigated lot of 
scoundrels and rascals never went unhung. 

And in another letter he directs Smith as follows : 
Do not allow the question of drills or instructions of the troops to 

t ake any precedence over exterminatin ~ armed bands. There have 
lately been indications of renewed activity on the P.ar t of assassins in 
your district. l~m·sue them unrP.lentingly. If poss1ble, r un them down 
and make an end of them. Less endeavor to pay rent and more to kill 
the villains infesting the department will have a good effect on the 
situation. 

In June, 1901, be says : 
Numbers a.re being murde: ' d, towns fired into, and attachments am­

bushed. The best way to ne )tiate is to chase the scoundrels night and 
day and administer good me_:cine to them whenever possible. 

In still another he urges haste, because of the volunteers that 
are shortly to leave tlw isJand, and says : 

Keep chasing any bands you can . Get a clue as to their staying, or 
running, places and chase them off the face of the earth. I am much 
pleased with results so far as accomplished in your district. Let the 
good work go on until a child can, unmolested, carry a bag of pesos 
anywhere. We will do this if we have to hang the last black rascal in 
the department. Exterminate without mercy the assassins, whose in­
humane outrages are·a blot upon humanity. 

In Noyember, 1901, he writes General Smith : 
I thoroughly understand your difficulties, and I know that you will do 

all that can be done with the force furnished you. The many mistakes 
Ir. :!clc out here are beginning to show their effect, and unless some peo­
ple get over the " little brown brother " and " poor little barefoot " 
silliness the so-called " war " will be protracted indefinitely. 

These instructions were written to Smith while he was in the 
midst of his Samar campaign. . 

On October 5, 1001, when Smith was sent to Samar, and im­
mediately under the command of General Hughes, after in­
structing him as to the best mode of carrying on the campaign 
on the island of Samar and where to locate his troops, he writes 
" to subjugate the sayages of that section and to cut off insur­
recto supplies and assistance from Leyte." He continues fur­
ther: 

The object of locating the three heavy companies across this line is 
to give them a fair opportunity to kill off the bands of. utter savages 
who hnve hibernated ln the brush in that vicinity, their favorite haunts 
being ~alcedo, Quinapundan, l'nmbujan, Omagingong, the Upper Asuaz, 
Tanquip, and Naubag. The books call them heathens, and I guess they 
are all that with Moro tendencies_ Simple burning out appears to do 
no good; they want to be stayed with and .either killed or domesticated. 

The order giyen by General Smith will not compare in cruelty 
with an order to " exterminate without mercy." If General 
Smith's order was so violent as to evidence his unfitness to ser-ye 
in the Army of t he United States, what do you think of the 
h ngunge I baye quoted ? 

It will thus be seen that General Smith not only had prece-

dant and authority for using the langunge be was charged with 
u~ i ng, but that authority to carry out his orders was cDnferrrtl 
upon him in writing by his superiors in command. Clla 1.e t ofU 
him to make the i8land a wilderness, if that w~s the · onlv 
remedy. Wheaton wrote him not cnly to kill, but to e- termi­
nate, and to exterminate without mercy, while IIughcs ad.vi ::es 
that burning out is not sufficient, but that killing al ~o rnu~.t be 
resorted to. Here we baye.in writing the yery lan .~agc General 
Smith was charged with uttering. I do not condemn fbe lan­
gunge in these letters. The men using it were .American sol­
diers, and eyery patriotic Arueiicn.n ought to giye support to the 
Army which protects hhn. These· officers knew tile proqlems 
tlley had to face; they knew the fees they were dealing witll. 
Sayages can not be fought in a civilized manner, and we must 
stand by the men who fight our bnttl s, who suffer the most 
seyere hardshlps, and who must face a cruel, sayage foe. They 
are the judges of what kind of force is necc~sary. 

But General Smith quelled the insurrection in a few days. 
The laws of war were not violated. Secretary Root found as a 
fact, and so advised the President, with reference to General 
Smith's orders, that-

No women or children or helpless persons or noncombatants were put 
to death in pursuance of them. 

What order did General Wood give? "We do not know. Tile 
report is that he was present practically throughout the entire 
action. He was in command. He telegraphs that a consicler­
nble number of women and children were killed in the fight, 
the number being unknown. In other words, Smith killed 
neither women nor chlldren; Wood did. 'Vood is warmly 
praised and commended by the President. His commendation 
is General Smiths vindication. 

Both General Smith and General Wood faced a relentless, 
merciless, and treacherous foe. The towns in Samar are on the 
coast The interior is a jungle, well-nigh impenetrable, and 
can only be reached by our soldiers after the greatest of h::l.rd­
ships. After the Balangiga massacre the natiYes fled to the 
interior. It was necessary to bring them back. General Smith 
did so. Every written order giyen by him provided for the 
humane treatment of these sayages, encouraged them to return 
to the coast, and ample provision was made for feeding them. 
General "~ood droye to the mountains a band of savage murder­
ers and robbers who had been a menace for months to the. 
peaceable natives and American soldiers. Robbery and murder 
had been rampant They resisted until the last member of their 
band was slain or rendered helpless. The taking of life is 
always deplorable, but occasionally necessity in war demand<:: it. 
We should always stand by the men who are on the firing line 
and support our soldiers who must fight for us on the field of 
battle. 

In contending with a savage foe the rules of civilized warfare 
can not apply, for the Yery good reason that sayages will not 
themselves adopt such rules. In the Philippine Islands the 
American soldiery must contend with such an enemy ; but even 
in the case of General Wood, as it seems to me, the laws of ciyil­
ized warfare have not been violated. The instructions for the 
government of the armies of the United States in the field ~ere 
prepared by Francis Lieber, a noted German authority on inter­
national law, and tbe~e instructions are known as General 
Orders, No. 100, and were issued April 2-1, 18G3, and approyed by 
President Lincoln. 

Section 14 of these ins-tructions provides that-
Military necessity, as understood by modern civilized nations, con­

sists in the necessity of those measures whlch are indispensable fo 
securing the ends of. the war, and which are la.wt.ul according to the 
modern war and usages of war. 

Section n provides that-
Military necessity admits of all direct destruction of life or limb of. 

armed enemies, and of. other persons whose destruction is incidentally 
unavoidable in the armed contests of the war. 

Section 44 provides that-
All wanton >iolence committed against persons 1n the in>aded coun-" 

try and all wounding, maiming, or killing of such inhabitants may b 
punished by death. 

From the eyidence now before us it does not seem that there 
was any "wanton" destruction of human life, but, on the con­
trary, it does appear from reports yet unconfirmed that the 
necessities of General Wood's campaign against the Moros 
compelled tbe killing of some '\YOmen and children incidentally 
unavoidable in this battle with sayages. 

There is nothing new in this question. Those who made the 
early settlements in this country were obliged t o sh·iye with 
savages, and the methods used by them do not differ from the 
methods necessary in the P hilippines .to-day. 

The early colonists of Massachusetts understood the question. 
They neyer hesitat ed in t he f aee of the enemy. Longfellow, in 
The Courtship of Miles Standish, explains the methods of the 
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Pilgrim Fathers in dealing with savages. I commend to those 
wlw criticise the conduct of the American army in tlle Philip­
pines Longfellow's famous description of the Pilgrims' council 
of war: 
rear them was standing an Indian, in attitude stern and defiant, 

Naked down to the waist, and gt·im and ferocious in aspect ; 
\Yhile on the table before them was lying unopened a Bible, 
Ponderous, bound in le:1ther, brass-studded, printed in Holland, 
And beside it out tretched the skin of a i'attlesnake glittered, 
Filled, ·like a quiver, with anow~; a ~i~nal and challenge of wat'fare, 
Brought by the Indian, and speakmg w1tn arrowy tongues of defi_ance. 
This Miles Standish beheld, as he entered, and heard them debatmg 
What were an answet· befitting the hostile message and menace, 
Talking of this antl of that, contriving, sugg~sting, objecting; 
One voice only for pe:1ce, and that the voice of the Elder, 
Jud~ing it wise and well that some at least were converted, 
Rather than any were slain, for this was but Chris.tian behavior! 
Then out spake Miles Standish, the stalwart Captam of Plymouth, 
:Muttering deep in his throat, for his voice was husky with anger, 
·• What! do you mean to make war with milk and the water of roses? 
Is it to shoot red squirrels yon have your howitzer planted 
There in the roof of the church, or is it to shoot red devils? 
Truly the only tongue that is understood by a savage 
l\lus t be the ton""l1e of fire that speaks from the mouth of the cannon!" 
Tbet·eupon answered and said the excellent Elder of Plymouth, 
Somewhat amazed and alarmed at this irreverent language: 
" Not so thought St. Paul, nor yet the other Apostles ; 
Not from the cannon's mouth were the tongues of fire they spake with!" 
But unheeded fell this mild rebuke on the Captain, 
" 'ho bad advanced to the table, and thus continued discoursing: 
"Leave the matter to me, for to me by right it pertainetb. 
War is a ter~·ible trade ; but in the cause that is ri~hteous, 
Sweet is the smell of powder; and thus I answer t he challenge!" 
Then from the rattlesnake's skin, with a sudden, contemptuous gesture, 
Jerking the Indian arrows, he filled it with powder and bullets 
Full to the very jaws, and banded it back to the savage, 
, aying in thundering tones: "Here, take it! This is our answer! " 
Silently out of the room then glided the glistening savage, 
Heal'in"' the serpent's skin, and seeming bimselt like a serpent, 
Windi;g his sinuous way in the dark to the depths of the forest. 

This was the way the Pilgrim Fathers dealt with this ques­
tion of peace and ·w·ar, and so it is with the Filipinos. They 
must recognize the authority of the United · States; they mnst 
obey the law. Murder and robbery, disobedience to law, will 
not be tolerated in the Philippine Islands, and the sooner the 
inhabitants understand that the better it will be for them. 
We offer them civilization, good go\ernment, law, and order. If 
some of the inhabitants will not accept that, but Qrefer to resist 
our authority and to plunder and murder those who do respect 
our authority, we must use sufficient force to compel them to do 
so. [Applau e.] 

To illush·ate the character of these Moros I append inter­
views of l\Iajor Scott and Captain Cloman from the Washington 
Post. 

Major Scott said : 
" The Mount Dajo fight is nothing more than the prc;>per cbastise~ent 

of a band of outlaws, whose resistance to ~he autbonty of ~he. Umted 
States and their own ·chiefs never at any bme rose to the dtgmty of a 
national or racial issue." 

The fo1·egoing statement was made by Major Scott, who just an·ived 
in this city direct from Manila, and to whom General Wood refened 
the question of the fight in his cable to the War Department yesterday. 

··I can speak ft·om experience." said Major Scott, "for I ha>e . pent 
eight months trying to get the Moros to settle. ~own. '1;hey are si.m_PlY 
an outlaw band, completely destitute of rehgwn, ractal or poht1cal 
sio-nificance, and I know the people of the southern islands are mor.e 
ulan glad that these midnight marauders are at last put out of bust-

ne~~In the old ·days before the arrival of the American, the chiefs and 
datos were unable to put a stop to the plundering and pillaging of this 
band of outlaws. The authority of Spain was merely nominal, and its 
representatives could do nothing against such depredations. 

THIEVERY STOPPED. 

"Now things are different. The United States, by a combination of 
tact and judgment, bas mana~ed through its excellent officers in the 
l'hilippine to put a stop to thts wholesale thievery, and I am confident 
tba t the Mount Dajo fight >.ill be the last of its kind. The membet·s 
of this band were outlaws in the eyes of their own peopl~. The dato_s 
and chiefs wanted them brought to terms as badly as d1d the Amen­
cans. I reasoned with them for months and am convinced that they 
would never have listened to reason. People over there look upon the 
fight about the same as we think of a running fight with a Jesse James 

ga~~hose who think the disturbance was caused by religious troubles 
are mistaken. The United States has never interfered with the reli­
gion of the islands, as other nations have done in their administration 
of the people. As a result our people have escaped the broils and petty 
insurrections that fell to the heritage of other Christian nations. 

"The Malay Islands have always been more or le s tl'oubled with 
outlaws. About a century ago the 'better-disposed inhabitants of the 
pro>ince of Sarawak, in the northern part of Borneo, invited an Eng­
lishman, James Brooke, to come over and be theit· rajah. He did ~o. 
drove out the outlaws, and gave them such a strong and substantial 
government that on his death Sarawak passed to the control of Great 
Britain and has remained so e>er since. In like manner the better 
class of people in Jolo feel thus toward the United States." 

Additional light is thrown upon the hloro situation by Capt. Sydney 
Cloman, former governor of Tawi Tawl, a group of islands in the Sulu 
Archipelago. Captain Cloman spent two years and a half among the 
1\Ioros, during which time be made an especial study of the character­
istics of the people. 

THEY LIE> STEAL, AND KILL. 
"The l\Ioros," said be, "are a fatalistic race of people, possessing, as 

far as I was able to ascertain, but one redeeming feature. They will 
lie, steal, and kill, but their love for their wives and children .is very 
noticeable. 

"I have no idea of the exact conditions surrounding the battle of 
Dajo, but I imagine from what I !mow of that pat·t of Jolo tbat the 
and of outlaws, who were exterminated, had built a village in the 

crater of an extinct volcano, and having been unmolested for some time, 
they naturally were joined by their families . 

"While the Morns are fa talists and will plun~e into b:1ttle regard­
less of death, yet in the face of their foes they become panic-strickeu 
and totally incapable of consecuti>e thought. 

·• When surrounded by the Amet·ican t1·oops and all points of exit 
absolutely cut off the :Moros will not surrender ; neither will they 
quietly sit down J.;ehind fortifications and fight their lnst battle wi t h 
method or precision. Instead, they will grnsp their l;:nives and other 
arms and dash about in a frenzy. Their lo>e and tenderness for chi!: 
dren will create in them a wild desire to save them. I nstead of lea•­
lng them in places of safety, where they would not be molested by the 
tt·oops, the Moros grab up the children and run toward the enemy's 
lines in an effort to break through and save them. 

·• Moro outlaws in Jolo have been severely punished by the Govern­
ment in the past few years, and of course they will fight desperately 
to avoid being captured. 

TAKE OATH TO KILL. 

"The desperate character of the individual hloro can best be under­
stood by citing a few of their peculiarities. Under the Spanish Gov­
ernment and since Moros were prone to take an oath before the JI.Io­
h.ammedan priest, becoming thereby jura mentado, which pledges them­
seln)s to die while killing infidels. Preparatory to starting out on 
their bloody enterprise the loros will shave their eyebrows, cut oll' 
tt.eit· finger and toe nails, and then, arming themselves with keen-edged 
knives, dash out upon unsuspecting Christians and kill until they in 
turn are killed. After becoming jura mentado a Moro would be dis­
graced if he did not die while killing Christians. 

"Then there is another class of de pe1·adoes, and that is composed 
of Moros who have determined upon suicide. As their religiou C0:!.1· 
demns self-destruction, these men will run "amok" (amuck), killing 
all who come in tlleir way, nor will they cease until de:!th ov rtakes 
them. The only difference between the latter and former class of 
:M t·os is that the former kill only Christians, while the latter usually 
start in on the ones nearest to them, even though they may be their 
wives. 

·• The trouble which the authorities encounter· in dealing with the 
outlaws is that they are suppm·ted by their family and friends. Whe:1-
evet· a Moro bas committed some act that would entail punishme-:1t he 
immediately allies himself with some band of outlaws. If it stopped 
there it would not te so bad, but every one of his fri ends supports bim 
in his outlawry and wiil go to great lengths to prevent bis capture. 

" llecoming ·'jura mentado ' was discontinued by Colonel Pmtt, of 
the Twenty-third Infantry, the first governor of Sulu, who sent word 
to the Sultan of Snlu that if such practices continued be would send 
a regiment of soldiers into l\faibun, the capital of Sulu, and let them 
become jura mentndo, too." 

Captain Cloman's statement regarding the characteristics of the 
~.i:oros explains how it might be possible that children would be killed 
in a conflict between the American ti·oops and the Moros. Even thou~.il 
a Moro warrior may ba.Ye a chi!<'! under one arm, he has a kn ife i::t the 
other band. which be will insist upon wielding as lon g as l:!.e bas 
strength. Consequently in firing upon the crazed but d:mgerons Moros 
it would be more than probable that some children would be injn~·c::I . 

1\lr. OYERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, I yield twenty minute-s 
to the gentleman from California [Mr. HAYES]. 
· Mr. HAYES. :Mr. Chairman, in a mutter inYolving a com­

prellensi\e knowledge of the various departments of the p:J:;:tu l 
service in the United States I should not yenture to eet up my 
opinion against the opinions of the members f the Coam1:t:e9 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. I freely admit th:J t t!.li J c~m­
mittee lln.s carefully con idered-much more carefully tll:m I 
pos ibly could-e\ery item tllut they ha\e incort)oruted intq tlle 
pending bill. Tiley ha\e no doubt llad in full view all tlle needs 
of the various depa rtments of the sen·ice and lla\e gi\crr sucll 
appropriation to each department as under all tlle conditio!l~, in 
their judgment, seemed wise. In what I am to "uy I <lo not 
desire to be understood as undertaking to criticise the com­
mittee, either individually or collectively, for anything in the 
pre ent bill, or for a failure to incorporate any feature tllnt nny 
!ember or l\Iembers of this House might wish to see in it, but 

in one important respect my judgment, based upon the informa­
tion disclosed in the report of the committee, is not thoroughly 
in accord with tlle judgment of the committee as expressed in 
this bill. I believe that it will be generally admitted that the 
postal clerks in the first and second class post-offices of the 
United States work the longest hours and receiye tlle p~orest 
pay of any class of Go\ernment employees. I note witll pleas­
ure, therefore, that in the pending bill an item of $500,000 is 
incorporated for obligatory promotions, mostly among tlle poorer 
paid clerks of this branch of the senice. I regret that the com­
mittee did not make this appropriation very much larger. 

I herewith submit a tabulated statement of the number of 
clerks of the different grades who are to be employed in the first ' 
and second class offices in the fiscal year 1907, from wllich it 
appears that 17,780 clerks will receive a salary of $900 or less, 
while but 7,~96 clerks will receive abo\e $900. 
Compensation to c~erks in first and second class post-offices under the 

. pending bill. 

it Ill iliil~ !!-~~~~~~~~~~;~~~=;~--~-~-~~-===~~[~--~--~-~ l]!l 



5{)60 CONGRESS ONAL RECORD-HOUSE. .APRIL 11, 

44!) clerks, uL------------- - --------------------------:>39 clerks, at_ _______________________________________ _ 

J ~2 clerks, at-----------------------------------------
10;) cle t· ·s, at-----------------------------------------
11!) clerks, aL----------------------------~-----------

GO cle1·k , at-----------------------------------------
77 clerks, at--------- - -------------------------------
111 clerks, at-----------------------------------------
29 clerks, at-----------------------------------------
25 cler·ks, at-----------------------------------------

6 clerks, at----------------------------------------~ 
21 clerks, at----------------------------------------17 clerks, at ________________________________________ _ 

G clerks, at------------------------------ -----------
4 clerks, at-----------------------------------------

25,486 

$1,300 
1,400 
1,500 
1,600 
1, 700 
1 00 
2:ooo 
2,100 
<> ··oo 
2:4oo 
2,:>00 
2.600 
2,700 
3,000 
3, :wo 

'J.'he occupation of a post-office clerk is not a sinecure. The 
clerk has no fixed hours, but must continue at his work until 
it is done. He is even not always on duty continuously, but 
must often report for a certain nun1ber of hours of work in 
the morning, other hours in the afternoon, and still others in 
the night, depending on the time of arrival and departure of 
the mails. It is stated by those in a position to know that the 
average working day the year through of the. postal clerks in 
the first and second class offices of the country is ten and one­
half to eleven hours, and during the busier seasons these hours 
are extended to twelve and even fourteen and fifteen hours out 
of the twenty-four, and for these extra hours the clerk gets 
no additional pay. Besides the hours that he directly devotes 
to the performance of his duties in the office, he must spend 
confliderable time at home in the study of his distribution 
schemes. It must be apparent to -anyone who makes even a 
superficial examination of the subject that the postal clerk is 
a very hard-worked and poorly paid employee. 

It is a mistaken idea that anybody can be a postal clerk. A 
successful postal clerk must be a man of some education. He 
must have a quick and retentive mind, and must be able to 
r emember and forget with about equal facility, as the changing 
conditions make it necessary for him to be constantly recasting 
his distribution and mailing schemes. 

In v-iew of these well-known facts I unhesitatingly assert 
that up to this time the postal ~lerks of tile first and second 
class offices have not received the consideration at the hands 
of this House that they should. No man capable of performing 
the duties of a postal clerk is adequately compensated by $600 
or even $900 per year. A. man fit to be a clerk can not live and 
properly support his family on $50 or $GO per month; and 
since, if be gets into debt, he is liable to lose his position, he is 
often between the devil and the deep sen, and it is no wonder 
that three-fourths of the postal clerks regard their positions as 
only temporary, and are looking for an opportunity to better 
their conditions by obtaining employment outside carrying 
higher salaries, to the great loss of the service in the large 
cities of the United States. A. man without any education and 
without any technical knowledge or experience can procure 
fifty or sixty dollars per month, and often seventy-five, or more, 
driving an express wagon or a grocer's delivery cart, where all 
t he intellectual effort necessary is that to guide his horses. 

Office Department. This Department of the Government should 
not be considered solely as a revenue-producing agency. It 
has been created and exists primarily for the use and com·en­
ience of the people, and I have never heard a public criticism 
passed upon appropriations calculated to extend this conven­
ience, or to improve the service, or to increase salaries on­
fessedly too low. 

During the last few years Congress has created and va tly 
extended the rural free-delivery senice. I notice that tlle 
amount carried by the present bill includes $28,000,000 for this 
branch of the service. Were it not for the policy which has 
created and continues the expansion of this service, the de­
ficiency of $14,000,000 would be transformed into a surplus of 
a like amount. I do not wish to be understood as criticising 

. in any way the policy as to this part of the service. I believe 
that no money spent by the Government Is better expended, but 
I do not believe that the people of the United State desire the 
postal clerks to pay for this convenience to the country popu­
lation of the United States nor any part of it; and yet I am 
sure that if the present deficiency of $14,000,000 were trans­
formed into a surplus of a like amount, the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads would gladly devote a much larger 
sum to promotions and increases of salaries in this part of the 
service than the present bill carries. 

Five thousand promotions, chiefly in the six and seven hun­
dred dollar classes, are provfdP.d :fQr in the present bill. I un­
dertake unhesitatingly to assert that no less than three times 
this number of promotions should be provided for. Any clerk 
having served three y<'ars in the Department, who can not 
earn $1,000 per year, is unfit to be in the Department at all 
and should be dismissed ; and it seems to me that we should, 
by our legislation, in some manner give the clerks in this Depart­
ment of the service to understand that if they prove efficient 
and faithful, by a series of regular promotions they may hope 
in a few years to come to the point where they may enjoy a 
salary of at least $1,000 per year, and this as an act of justice 
due from the Gov-ernment of the United States. This is as 
small an amount as a man of some education, refinement, and 
e.AtJerience should be asked to work a year for. 

I herewith present a comparative table showing the number 
of clerks in each grade from $GOO to $900 per year and the clerks 
above $900 per year in the service for the years 1905, 1906, 
and 1907. The clerks in the four grades, $600, $700, $800, and 
$900 per year aggregate two-thirds of the tota.l force employed, 
and the proportionate number of those receiving these low sal­
aries is constantly increasing. In the year 1905 66 per cent 
of the postal clerks were in these four grades. In 1906 there 
were 67 per cent of the total in these grades, while under the 
present bill 68.3 per cent are to receive between $600 and $900 
per year, and only 31.7 per cent more than $900 per year. 
Table showing salaries of postal clarks in first and second class of!ice-8 

tor the fiscaL years named, except clerks under 600 per yea,.. 

Salat·y . 1905. 1906. 1907. 

----------------------------------------1----- ----------
qu~~o~~ERLING. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a sm~:~~:~~:::::::::::~:::::::::::~:::::::::::~:::~:::: §:~ ~:~ ~~~ 
' Mr. IIA.YES. Certainly. · per year·----··-------------- -------·-·--·--·----·-- - 3,500 ~:~ 5:010 Mr. STERLING. Do you not think that the postal clerks S'OOOperyear ____________________________________________ _ 2,iOO --~·490 

are paid just as well as the letter carriers and the rural deliv­
ery carriers, both city and country? 

1\Ir. HAYES. I am perfectly willing to admit that in other 
departments of the service what I am saying as to the clerks 
woultl ef(unlly apply. 

Under 81,000 per year--- ----------·--------------·-·-- -· 14,215 15,418 
All $1,000 per year and above--------------------------- 7,2'J5 7,570 

Total clerks $600 per year and above ____________ _ 21,-510 22,988 

Increase~nnnmberreceiY4tg l,OOOperyea.randa.bove. ---- ---­
Increase m nnmberreceivmgless tha.n$1,000peryear_ --------
Per cent of total under ·1,000 ----------- ----------- - --- - 66 
Per cent of total SL.OOO and above _____ -------·--------- · 84, 

2i5 
1,003 

67 
33 

16,5G.5 
7,696 

24,261 

126 
1,148 
68.3 
31.7 

Mr. STERLING. I think your proposition is entirely right, 
so far as that is concerned. The clerks should be paid more, 
but they certainly are paid as well as the letter carriers, both 
in the city and in the country. I It therefore appears that while 5,000 promotions are provided 

1\Ir. HAYES. I am perfectly willing to admit that the car- for in the present bill, the condition of the clerks in the De-
riers do not receive what they ought to receive. partment, as a body, is "getting no better fast." In view of 

Mr. STERLING. All ought to receiv-e more than they do. this ituation, what encouragement is there to the clerk to con-
1\Ir. HAYES. I do think, however, that in comparison with tinue in the Department or to strive to be more efficient and 

the other departments of the Post-Office service and the em- faithful when there is no certainty that any promotion awaits 
ployees of the other Departments of the Government the postal him even at the end of many years of faithful and efficient 
clt rks are the poorest paid of any class of Government em- sen ice? . 
ployees. In one of the second-class post-offices in my district there are 

I am aware that the fiscal year 1905, which is tbe last year twelve clerks receiv-ing less than $800 per year, who have been 
of which we ha-ve a complete record, shows a deficit in the in the serv-ice more than one year. Those receiving $800 have 
P ost-Office Department of over $14,000,000, and I presume that served as follows: One eighteen years, 1 five years •. 1 four 
the present year and the year 1007 will show nearly as large years, 2 three years, and 1 two years. Three receive $700 
deficits. With such a deficiency staring tbe Commi_tf:ee on per year, serving as follows: One three and one-half years, 1 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads in the face I can underNtand their one and one-bnlf years, and 1 over one year. Tllree are re­
reluctance to largely increase tlle salaries in any department of ceiving $600 per year who haye served over m~e ye~r. In !he 
the service. and yet I believ-e it is a mistake to gauge our money-order department of th1s office are workmg 1de by s1de 
nppropriations for snl::try purposes by the · receipts of the Post- two clerks, doing exactly the same work, involving the same 
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responsibility, and reqmrmg a like degree of efficiency, and yet 
one is receiving $1,000 per year and the other $700, and the 
effort of the postma ter to secure a promotion for the last-named 
clerk bas, for a year or two past, been '\Tithout result. I ha-ve 
no doubt that this office is typical of nearly all the offices in the 
United Stnte,s, as I b:rve bad repeated and urgent requests from 
the postmasters in my district asking me to see if I could not 
do sornetl.ling to impro\e the conditions and increase the salaries 
of the postal clerks. 

As probably a fair example of the first-class post-offices in the 
United States, I desire to call attention briefly to the post-office 
at Omaha, Nebr. On December 1 last tl.lere were 103 clerks 
E·mployed in this office. Of these employees twenty-one were 
dra"·ing $600 per year, fourteen were drawing $700, fifteen were 
dra'\Ting s:;soo per year, and fourteen were drawing $900 per year. 
1t will thus be seen that t'\To-tbirds of the clerks in this office 
were drawing less than $1,000 per year. 

There is another view of this matter. A regular and general 
increase of alary would, in my judgment, in the end pro\e to 
be a very profitable policy for the Government. Clerks working 
at six hundred, seven hundred, eight hundred, and nine hundred 
dollars per year must necessarily regard their positions as tem­
porary, to be abandoned when they can secure anything better 
outside, and many of them are securing better-paying positions. 
It takes some time and requires a large amount of attention on 
the part of the older clerks to make of green, inexperienced 
men, however naturally efficient they may be, valuable postal 
clerks, and the Department is annually losing a very large per­
centage of these clerks by reason of the policy of the Govern­
ment in paying poor salaries and denying to this class of its 
employees promotions and increases of salary due them by every 
rule of business and justice. 

In this connection I beg to quote from the postmaster at 
Omaha, Nebr., who, in an interview with him printed by the 
Omaha Bee on the 4th day of the past month, says that twenty­
four of his clerks resigned during the past year and have been 
replaced with new, inexperienced men. This is nearly 25 per 
cent of his clerical force. He says: 

To get valuable service out of these recruits, who in many instances 
seek employment in the Government service under the imi?ression that 
1t is only play and no work, our best clerks must be deta1led to teach 
them what they mnst do. A short trial and a new man must be taken 
in, and so the teaching business must be continued-so that the work 
in the office must be done by the loyal few, and I must require the 
clerks to work o>ertime, until the best ones, drawing only living pay, 
wlll become disgusted and leave. 

Again be says : 
The low salaries are not economical. Inferior men, without any 

ambition to work and who will not study and learn the schemes be­
cause they do not care whether they keep their job or not, are costing 
the Government at least $1,000 a year for every necessary man in my 
service. 

J:o'or instance, I have thirty-two men in the mailing department. It 
sixteen of these men could do as well as four old-time clerks, who are 
spending much of their time in teaching recruits, I believe that the work 
could be done by the sixteen men-one-half of the present force. I do 
not mean by this that the men now in the department are ignorant or 
weak men. The only complaint is that they have not had the experience, 
and with the present salaries I can not expect to keep them long enough 
so that thev may gain the experience. In short, the clerks are not paid 
enough, and every clerk in this Omaha office and every first-class office 
In the country ought to be paid ·as the carriers are paid-a sure ad­
vance each year up to a certain sum, not less than $1,000 for a year's 
work. 

Mr. BENNET of New York. Would it embarrass the gentle­
man for me to interrupt him? 

Mr. HAYES. Not at all. 
Mr. BENNET of New York. I would like simply to add that 

the condition which exists apparently at the Omaha and San 
Francisco post-offices exists also ·in the post-offices in our large 
cities in the East. They have exactly the same complaint that 
their most competent clerks are leaving the sen ice and going 
into mercantile employment owing to the small salary they 
receive. 

Mr. HAYES. I thank the gentleman from New York. I 
have no reason to suppose that the post-office at Omaha is not 
a fair sample of the post-offices in other parts of the United 
States. The cure for these evils, in my judgment, is the in­
auguration of a policy of promotions and increases in salaries 
for all post-office clerks below a certain grade by regular yearly 
gradations, so as to give the clerk something to work for and 
to hope for, and I am certain that were such a policy in­
augurated and properly carried out, the ultimate result would 
be not a large increase in the cost of the service, but a great 
increase in the efficiency of the clerks in the various first and 
second class post-offices in the United States, and a considerable 
decrease in the number employed. 

I do not wish to be understood as denying that other depart­
ments of tl.le service--for example, the carriers-have just 
claims whlch should receive the careful at'tention of this House, 

and if their claims are found to be just and proper, as some 
of them no doubt are, they should b~ generously provided for. 

If it is already too late to change tile policy of the Govern­
ment or of this House, so far as the prej;;ent bill is concerned, 
I wi h to express the hope that when the post-office appropria­
tion bill is framed for the fiscal yf:ar 1908 the committee may 
see its way clear to granting deserved and much-needed relief 
to the clerks in the first and second class offices of the United 
States by providing for compulsory promotion of all who receive 
less than a certain fixed · sum, which sum should, I belie\e, be 
$1,000 in second-class and $1,200 in first-class offices. 

'Vhen they understand the subject, both business consider­
ations and sentiments of justice will cause the vast majority 
of the people of the United States to desire that we should not 
in effect by our failure to adequately legislate on this subject 
write over the entrance to every first and second class post­
office in the land these words: "Abandon hope, all ye who enter 
here." [Loud applause.] 

Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, I yield to the gentle­
man from North Dakota [1\.Ir. GRONNA]. 

Mr. GRO~NA. Mr. Chairman, having under con ideration the 
Post-Office appropriation bill (H. R. 16953), which appropriates 
for the fiscal year 1907, $191,383,848.75, I wish to call attention 
to one or two items. 

The Department's estimate for the fiscal year 1907 is $181,-
573.264. Of course this is only an estimat~it may be more 
or less. At any rate, there will be a deficit for the next year, 
but a considerable less amount than last year's deficit, which 
was more than $14,000,000. The Post-Office Department is, how­
ever, the only Department which is nearly self-sustaining, the 
revenue being derived from the amount of business done and 
paid by anyone and e\eryone who mails a letter or package. 

In this connection, I want to say a few words relative to the 
rural free-delivery service--the only direct benefit the farming 
community derives from the Government without having to 
pay a hundred cents on the dollar for it. A joint resolution 
passed the Fifty-first Congress and was approved October 1, 
1890, authorizing the Po tmaster-General to test the free-de­
li\ery service in small towns and villages. We find in ex­
Po tmaster-General Wanamaker's report for the fiscal year 1901 · 
that an experiment had been made in forty-six communities, 
with the result of showing an increase in seven months in the 
gro~s receipts of $5,506.10, as against the total cost of carriers 
of $4,320.60, leaving a net balance as profit to the Government 
of $850.50 and to the credit of the free-delivery service. We 
also find that ex-Postmaster-General Bissell, in his report for 
the fiscal year 1894, referring to the _service, said : 

The experiment of free delivery in the forty-six towns and villages 
in which it was established about two years ago was continued during 
the fiscal year 1893-94, at a cost of $8,900.44. Nothing transpired 
during the year in connection with this service to cause me to change 
the opinion expressed in my last report against it. This service 
should be discontinued, or-granting, for the sake of argument that 
the experiment has shown satisfactory results-should be extended to 
40,000 other post-offices. 

It was at this time that Congress discontinued the appropria­
tion for this service. In the year 1896 it was that the first 
rural free-delivery routes were established, and then only as 
an experiment, as it was estimated it would require from forty 
to fifty million dollars per year to continue it. We also find in 
a statement taken from the last report of the Pol'ltmaster-Gen­
eral, showing the number of routes established and the amount 
of money expended from 1898 to 1905, as follows : 

Year. 

1898_-- ----- ···-- ---------- ----.-.-- -· ---
1899.----- ---·- -·-· ----------------------
1901L _ ----------- -··· --------· -----------
1901 __ --- --·-·· ---· ------------ -·-- ----~-
1002_ ------------. ~--·- --·· --------------
19().3_ - ------- ----·· -------· --------------
1004.---- -····- ---------· -----· --··-- ----
1905.---------- -··· ---- -----· ------------
190fL ---- ___ --- -------- •• ---- ---- _____ -· _ 

Number 
Total amount Total amount of routes 
appropriated. expended. in oper­

ation. 

$.'50' 250. 35 
150,032.79 
450,000.00 

1, 700, 796. 29 
4, OR9' 075. 20 
8, :W, 364. 31 

12, 9'21>, 005. 44 
21,116,600. ()() 
2.'>,828.~.00 

$50,241.06 
150,012.48 
420,433.17 

1, 750, 3'.?1. 35 
4, Od9, 041.11 
8,051,599. 79 

12, 645, 275. 79 
20, 8i4, 618. 75 

148 
391 

1, 27ti 
4,001 
8, 4fit 

15,m 
2!,56@ 
32,000 

You will see, Mr. Chairman, from this report that $20,874,· 
G18.75 was used to operate 32,055 rural routes, making an aver­
age co t for each carrier of .• G51.21. Now, then, each route 
enes approximately 100 families, making a total of 3,203,500 

families served, at about a cost of 56.51 for each family. Just 
multiply this number by 5, which is a fair average for families 
in the rural districts, and the result will be you have 16,027,500 
people served, a.t a cost of $20,874,618.75, or about $1.32 per 
capita. And, too, we have not made any allowance for the sav­
ing to the Government from the discontinuance of small post-
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offices and star routes where rural routes have been established 
in tlleir stead, but it is safe to assert that, this feature taken 
into con i<leration, it would probably reduce the cost of opera­
tion to le~s th:m $1 per capita. 

Tile number of carrier for city free-delivery service for 1905 
was 21,778, at a cost of $20,019,078.13, or at the average rate of 

9GO for eacil carrier. Now, why this discrimination? Tile 
nu·al carrier is paid $720 per year and furnishes his own con­
\eyance , feed for his horses, and receives, as stated, $720 per 
annum, or $60 per month. 

l\fr. STEULLTG. Do you know how much this appropriation 
would have to be increased in order to increase the pay of the 
rural carriers to "$900 a year? 

Mr. GRONNA. If you calculate the number of routes that 
we have to-day, it would take $4,000,000 to give each rural car­
rier an· increase of $10 per month. 

M:r. S'.rERLING. Do you propose to offer an amendment to 
this bill to that effect? 

l\fr. GRONNA. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. SMYSER], I 
understand, has already offered an amendment. He has o~ered 
an amendment to increase the pay of the rural free-delivery 
carriers $10 per month, and I am in favor of that amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I listened with a great deal of pleasure 
to what the distinguished gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Fos­
TER] and also the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. SMYSER] said on 
this question. I am glad to know that the East has among 
some of its ablest Representatives men who are friends of the 
farmers n.nd who favor this measure. 

I don't want you to figure this on the same basis as does the 
Massachusetts Republicans-that is, to have the farmer's 
products and all raw materials put on the free list and their own 
trust-made goods highly protected. It is not my wish to make a 
tariff speech just now, but I want to say (and with due respect 
for all of my colleagues), and in all candor and earnestness, 
that the farming interests, and especially the western industries, 
must be recognized and treated fairly. The farmer may be slow 
in exercising his rights, but he is, however, intelligent enough 
to know when he is being discriminated against. 

Why should not our six million or more farmers, who from 
last year's production added to o·ur national wealth $6,50?,000,-
000 be entitled to the same consideration that the people m the 
citi~s receive. From 35 to 40 per cent of our entire population 
live on farms, and produced last year 2,708,000,000 bushels of 
corn, valued at $1,216,000,000; 684,000,000 bushels of wheat, val­
ued at $525,000,000; $605,000,000 worth of hay; $138,000,000 
worth of potatoes; $575,000,000 in cotton. We raised 939,000,000 
bus.l.Jels of oats, valued at $282,000,000; $138,000,000 worth of 
barley; $52,000,000 worth of tobacco; $50,000,000 worth of sugar 
cane and sugar beets. We produce every year from six to ninE:' 
million pounds of rice, and why are we not entitled to the best 
mail service that will enable the farmer to get his daily market 
reports and papers promptly. The farmers, as a class, are the 
most intelligent people we have in our entire country, Our 
ablest men, men possessed of the strongest kind of character, 
have been reared and educated within the environments of the 
farm. 

The expenditures of the postal service for the year 1905 are 
shown, by items, in the following statement: 
Transportation of mails on railroads __ _____________ _ 
Compensation to postmasters _____________________ _ 
Compensation to clerks in post-offices ______________ _ 
City free-delivery service _________________________ _ 
Rural free deliverY------------------------------­
Railway mail service, salaries----------------------
Transportation of mails on star routes _____________ _ 
Railway post-office car service ____________________ _ 
Transportation of foreign malls ___________________ _ 
Rent, light, and fuel for first, second, and third class 

post-offices ------------------------------------
Compensation to assistant postmasters at first and 

$39,384,916.17 
22,743,342.03 
21,215,303.41 
20,919,078.13 
20, 819,944.69 
13,120,155.78 

7, 326,596.57 
5,509,044. 65 
2,693,812. 0!) 

2,568, 572.73 

second class post-offices------------------------- 1, 895, 142. 72 
Mail-messenger service____________________________ 1, 221, 903. 25 
Transportation of mails-regulation, screen, or other 

wagon service __ _______________________________ _ 
Special-delivery service ___________________________ _ 
Manufacture of stamped envelopes ________________ _ 
Transportation of mails on steamboats ____________ _ 
Transportation of mails, electric and cable cars ____ _ 
Pneumatic-tube service ___________________________ _ 
Manufacture of postage stamps ___________________ _ 
Mail bags, cord fasten~rs, label cases, etc ___________ _ 
Salaries of post-office mspectors ___________________ _ 
Miscellaneous items at first and second class offices __ _ VVrapping twine _________________________________ _ 
Registered package, tag, official, and dead-letter envel-

Ca~~~~ing-naacbllles==============================: Manufacture of postal cards ______________________ _ 
Payment of money orders more th!J.n 1 year old _______ _ 
Per diem allowance of post-office mspectors _________ _ 
Balance due foreign countries _____________________ _ 
Transportation of mails, special facilities __________ ...:_ 
Blanks, blank books, etc., for money-order service ___ _ 

1,113,497.90 
855,185.67 
847,893.08 
685,591. 25 
521,825.79 
355,413.44 
381, 841. 61 
.335,437.97 
334,883.28 
237,987.74 
203,201.10 

197,716.76 
186, 721. 19 
166,420.29 
164,820.91 
164,800.00 
134, 891. 24 
134,693.87 
122,575.67 

Salaries of clerks and miscellaneous expenses, mail 
depredations, and post-office inspectors ___________ _ 

Wrapping paper-----------------~---------------­
llail way mail service, acting clerks, for clerks injured 

on duty, and death indemnity __________________ _ 
Railway mail service, miscellaneous office expenses ___ _ 
Stationery for postal service _______________ _______ _ 
Mail locks and keys ______________________________ _ 
Railway mail service, per diem and expenses of assist-ant superintendents ____________________________ _ 
Post marking and rating stamps___________________ _ 
Advertising at first and second class post-offices _____ _ 
Expenditures under 26 smaller items of appropriation 

(less than $20,000 each) ------------------------

$84,336.81 
69,9 9. 32 

68,502.40 
52. 563.40 
64, 991. 32 
44, 267.91 

26,44::».05 
24,702. OR 
24,06~.57 

158,827. 29 

Total expenditures for the year_ _____________ 167, 181, 939. 'i9 
Add expenditures during the year on account of pre-

vious years____________________________________ 217,209.44 

Total expenditures during the year_ __________ 167, 399, 169. 23 
Excess of expenditures over receipts________________ 14, 572, 584. 13 

Receipts---------------------------------- 152,826,5 3.10 
You can readily see, l\fr. Chairman, from this statement that 

the rural free-delivery -carrier is being paid the lowest salary 
of anyone within the employ of the GoYernment, and I ask tilnt 
the carriers' pay be increased at least $10 per month or $120 per 
year. It would require only $4,000,000 for the entire service to 
grant them this increase. 

The carrier in the city who does not require any conveyance 
(and if Ile does the Government pays for it) r eceives $960 per 
year, or $80 per montll. Now, why this difference? Tile rural 
carrier has ju t as much responsibility, is just as intelligent, and 
is often compelled to travel in stormy weather, when in some 
localities his very life is in danger; still be is paid on an average 
of $20 less, saying nothing of his investment necessary for 
equipment. But you may say the city carrier does, in some in­
stances, require horses and wagons, bicycles, or is compelled to 
travel on the street cars. That may be true, but does not this 
bill make an allowance of $725,000 for .l.Jorse hire and $340,000 for 
car fare and bicycles, mr.~ing a total of $1,065,000? Add to this 
$22,228,000 appropriated for city delivery service and you have 
a grand total of $23,293,000. 

While I do not favor extravagance in the use of Government 
funds, I do believe it important that we should allow these car­
riers a fair and reasonable compensation, otherwise you can not 
hope to maintain this service which the farmers so Ilighly ap­
preciate and which adds to their comforts and benefits in many 
ways, enabling them to keep in touch with the balance of the 
world, literally speaking, in receiving t~eir papers and maga­
zines, which in themselves are an educatiOn. 

So long as we continue to grant subsidies to railroad com­
panies we should not preach economy. Why, thi - very bill, 
unless amended, appropriates $142,728.75 to trunk lines from 
Washington to Atlanta and New Orleans for necessary special 
facilities, and $25,000 to trunk lines fTOm Kansas City, 1\Io., 
to Newton, Kans., for continuing necessary and special facilitie '"'. 

Now why first pay the railroads for can-ying the mail and 
then g~ant them subsidies under the name of "specia l facili­
tfes?" We farmers do not ask for any subsidy. All we want 
is a fair and reasonable remuneration for our honest work. 

I want to serve notice now that when this bill comes up for 
final passage this provision of tile bill I shall oppose. I do not 
believe in these special privileges to any corporation, because 
it is the very means of creating trusts and monopolies at the 
expense of the common people. I am not here, Mr. Chairman, 
to array any one class against another; I am not here to adyo­
cate any special benefit for any industry that may be deb:imental 
to any other industry and oppressive to the people. All I ask 
is that you grant us, in the spirit of fairness and justice, the 

. same privileges, the same opportunities tbat you do to others. 
'l'be American farmer, although the very backbone of our 
country, bas never been unreasonable. He is always willing to 
give and take, but he does ask and does expect that hone. ty, 
fairness, and reasonableness shall prevail. I want to say 
further that so long as the people of the great State of North 
Dakota shall send me here as their Representative you mu t 
expect me to contend for their interests to the extent of my 
ability and power. Let us enact good, honest, wholesome la,Ys, 
and then fearle sly enforce them. [Applause.] 

Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, I yield fifteen minute 
to the gentleman from Mas achusetts [Mr. TIRRELL]. 

l\Ir. TIRRELL. 1\Ir. Chairman, on Thursday of last week tlle 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. RAINEY] promulgated certain 
cilarges against the watch companies of this country, and espe­
cially against the American Waltham Watch COippany, located 
in the district in Massachusetts whlch I Ilave the honor to rep­
resent. I propose to consider a few of those charges-not all 
of them; nor shall I ~e diverted to those I do not discuss, as the 



1906. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE. 5063 
time allotted to me is entirely inadequate even to cover thor­
oughly the points I propose to take up here to-day. 

The first charge made by the gentleman from Illinois, which 
he rolls as a sweet morsel beneath his tongue, is that the Wal­
tham Watch Company and the other watch companies of this 
country are in a trust. Lest I may misrepresent the gentleman, 
I desire to call attention to his exact language in the RECORD, 
where he speaks upon thi~matter. He says: 

I have in my possession some of the export catalogues issued by the 
.American watch trust-by the Keystone company and by the Waltham 
company and by the rest of them. · 

Then further on, when my colleague from Massachusetts [Mr. 
GABDNER] stated that be was a stockliolder in the Waltham Com­
pany, and that he had never heard that that company was con­
nected with any trust, the gentleman from Illinois refers him 
to the Ways and Means Committee for information upon that 
subject, and then a little later on he reiterated what he said upon 
that point, adding that when a certain consignment of watches 
which had been sent over from Europe to this country arrived at 
the port here, he adds in connection with that matter: 

When they reached the custom-house in New York they were met by 
the agents of the watch trust; and I use the term advisedly, in spite of 
the fact that we have a plutocrat in this Jlouse who, by his own admis­
sion, is a bolder of large blocks of stock in that trust. 

Now, I bold in my hand a circular letter which has just been 
issued by the Waltham Watch Company and signed by E. C. 
Fitch, the president, and Royal · Robbins, b.'easurer of that com­
pany, men of character, m~n of probity, men of the highest 
honor, men who are leaders and captains of industry in our 
section of the country, men who would not attach their names 
to a statement unless it was absolutely true. Now, let me read 
to you what these men say on that very point. 

l\Ir. GILBERT of Kentucky. From what paper is the gen­
tleman about to read? 

Mr. TIRRELL. This is the Boston Ad\ertiser, of April 7, 
1D06, and the same statement is also published in other papers 
in Boston of the same date. They say : 

First, we wish most emphatically to state that, so far as we know or 
are concerned, there is no watch trust in the United States and there 
never has been. The various .American companies are, so far as we 
have any knowledge, absolutely independent, and operate entirely and 
solely with regard to their own separate interests. This is not only the 
condition here to-day, but has always been so. 

Now, do you suppose that these men will attach their signa­
tures to a statement like that, to be circulated and disseminated 
all over this country, unless it is absolutely true? And do you 
not believe that these men know whether their own company 
is in a trust? And would they not be likely to know, in the 
acute competition that there is in the watch business in this 
country, and, indeed, throughout the world to-day, whether there 
is any watch company in this country in any trust? 

Now, I take up the second allegation of the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. RAil\""EY], which is that while there are, he says, 
15 per cent (and I do not .kl;low where he gets that figure), 
while there are 15 per cent more men employed in the watch 
factories of this country than there were in 1880, yet the char­
acter of the labor employed has deteriorated, because there 
are more women and 200 per cent more children employed in 
the watch factories of the country than there were twenty 
years ago. 

Now, I read to you from the letter of the president and treas­
urer of the Waltham Watch Company upon that particular 
point, in which they say: 

The Waltham company never employed children in any capacity 
whatever. On the other hand, the employment of children in watch 
manufacturing is common in Switzerland. In spite of this fact, a 
recent slight advance in Swiss wages was promptly followed by an 
increase in the price of Swiss watches throughout their home market. 

But I am not relying on the statement of the American 
~Watch Company to corroborate what I ha-ve said. I hold in my 
hand the census bulletin issued 1\Iay 21, 1902, giving full par­
ticulars in regard to the watch industry of this country, and 
on the fourth page thereof I read as follows : 

There are practically no children employed in the industry. 
Then, in searching over the tables in this bulletin, I find that 

in all the establishments throughout the whole of the United 
States engaged in the manufacture of watches there are at 
the present time just twenty-six persons employed who are 
under 16 years of age. 

Then go back to the statistics of twenty years ago, and I find 
there were twenty-four employed. You can not find, in my judg· 
ment, a manufacturing industry in this country, and possibly 
in the world, where there are so few in comparison with the 
entire number of employees who are under 16 years of age, 
for there are employed of men alone in the watch industry in 
this country 6,880 persons. 

Now. I take up the third charge made by the gentleman from 

Illinois, and that is that the tariff has not been instrumental in 
increasing the wages of employees in the watch factories in this 
country. In regard to that I have here the statement made oy 
the American Watch Company that the wages paid in our \\atch 
factories in the United States are from two and one-half to 
three times the wages paid to the Swiss workmen. There nre 
40,000 people employed in the manufacture of watches · in 
Switzerland. Those 40,000 people produce 40 watches apiece a 
year. We are employing in our watch factories 6,880 and in 
collateral branches of the business 3,COO or 4,000 more, in 
round numbers 10,000 people, and we produce in this country 
to each one of these employees 250 watches a year. 

The statement made by the gentleman from l1iinois that there 
has been no substantial increase under the fostering influences 
of our tariff in the development of the watch industry in this 
country is contradicted in toto by the census bulletin to which 
I have referred, for I find that the total \alue of the assets in 
the watch business in this country in 1870 was $2,686,133, and 
in 1900 it was $14,235,191, an increase of over 500 per cent. 
Not only that, but I find by still further investigation that the 
business has so increased that our exportation of watches to for­
eign lands during this same period has rolled up 180 per cent, 
while there has been a decrease of the imports of foreign 
watches of 53.5 per cent all along the line. 

Now, as to the amount of wages paid. The wages of the 
women employed in the watch factories of this country year 
after year, not allowing for a single holiday, not allowing for 
any stoppage of the business or any breakdown or depression 
in the trade, the average earnings of the women employed in the 
watch factories in this country is almost $400 a year, or $385. 
Just think of that! If you take out the days when the factory 
must necessarily be stopped for repairs for certain periods dur­
ing this long lapse of years since 18SO, when statistics began, 
then you will have the facts as stated in the census bulletin, 
that the women in the factories are receiving nearly $400 a 
year. Duplicate that, if you can, in any other industry either 
in a foreign country or in our o\\n land. 

What are the wages of the men in the watch factories re­
turned in the same manner? Seven hundred dollars a year is 
their average wage. So, then, we have this condition of things­
an industry which in its capitalization has increased 500 per 
cent, and since the protective tariff policy of the Republican 
party has been in operation an increase of foreign exportation of 
180 per cent, and wages two and a half to three times that paid 
in Switzerland to-day, and the employment of the large amount 
of capital, adding to the taxable assets of the country what I 
have stated. 

There is one more charge-because in my limited time I can 
not dwell upon these things as I want to-and that is the charge 
that the American watches are sold cheaper in foreign markets -
than here. It seems that my friend from Illinois must be 
strangely ignorant of the economic and business principles 
which govern all our American manufactures in placing their 
products in foreign lands. I want to illustrate this by a con­
crete example with which I am conversant. I am interested 
as trustee in the manufacture of wood pulp, representing as 
trustee one of the largest mills in this country. This is an in­
dustry of which we knew comparatively little twenty-five years 
ago. 

Our pulp mills, except the outer walls, have been remodeled 
and torn to pieces twice during that time, but the ingenuity 
and genius of the American people in a very few years placed 
it on a permanent basis, and not only upon a permanent basis, 
but enabled them to manufacture pulp in such quantities that 
it was impossible to place the whole of our pulp here. Now, 
when any manufacturing industry produces more than the }rom(\ 
market can consume one of two things inevitably follows. Yon 
must either shut down your factory until that surplus supply 
which has accumulated in the warehouses has been disposed of 
rn the domestic market or else you must sell it abroad. Now1 
if you sell your product abroad--

1\Ir. GILBERT of Kentucky. Will the gentleman yield? 
Tlle CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman yield? 
Mr. TIRRELL. I do. 
Mr. GILl3ERT of Kentuch.-ry. Will it profit the home industry 

to sell a manufactured product abroad cheaper than it costs to 
produce it and ship it abroad? 

.Mr. TillRELL. Yes, sir; in some cases it will; and if I 
have tim-e enough I will demonstrate that here by my own 
practical experience in business, which is the experience of 
oth-er manufacturers in other industries. It has to be done if 
you keep yom· factories open. The factories which produce 
more than the domestic demand can take care of--

Mr. GILBERT of Kentucky. How will it pay the home in­
dustry to sell it at less to the foreigner abroad? 
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Mr. TIRRELL. I will show exactly how it can be done. 
Now, wait one moment, gentlemen, and I will illustrate it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Before the gentleman answers that ques­
tion, because· I desire to ask another in that connection which 
is cognate or akin to it-if you reach that stage of production 
where you ha-ve produced a surplus which it pays you to sell 
at less tllan it cost rather than close down your factory for n. 
time, why should you ship that surplus to the foreign market to 
beneft the foreign consumer rather tllan sell to the American 
consumer at less than tlle cost? In other words, why should 
you gi-ve the foreigner the benefit of that surplus production 
r ather than give it to your own people? 

Mr. TIRRELL. In making that remark the gentleman knows 
very little in regard to the pulp business I am talking about­
a great business which produces the paper which is put into 
our books and magazines-because, now, sir, tlle margin of 
profit is so small upon paper and pulp that it is a slight frac­
tion of a per cent, and it is only by the manufacture of an 
enormous quantity of output, and running your factory day and 
night, that the paper makers and the pulp makers of this coun­
try can make even a modest dividend, and most of them during 
the past ten or fifteen years have been rull!ling on such a small 
rum·gin as to mal~e no dividend at all. 

The CllA..IRl\IAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 
1\Ir. OVERSTREET. I yield fiye minutes more to the gen­

t leman. 
- Mr. WILLIAMS. The gentleman does not seem to have un-
derstood my question. _ 

Mr. TIRRELL. If I can only get ten or fifteen minutes I 
will answer it fully, 1\Ir. WILLIAMa; but I ought not to be di­
-verted, as I said in the first place ; I am only allowed a very 
short time, but I will try to illustrate it to you. I beg tlle 
gentleman's pardon, I would be very glad to answer que tions, 
but only being allowed five n:tinutes I must conclude at that 
time unless my time is further extended, which I shall be gl::ld 
to have done to answer these questions. I want now to attempt 
to illustrate why the manufacturers do that thing and why 
it is necessary to do that thing. Now, we _ will suppose, for 
pxample, _ a pulp mill costs $1,000,000. We will suppose that 
they manufacture 25 per cent more than can be disposed of in 
this country, which is practically the case in regard to tllat 
industry. Now, then, that 25 per cent must lie in the warehouse 
until it is sold at a small .fraction of a profit and the mill be 
closed up or else it must be sent abroad and sold at some price 
over there. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Why not sell it at some price here? 
Mr. TIRRELL. Wait a minute, sir. The demand and sup­

ply makes a very small .margin of profit, and do you ask that 
tlle American manufacturer in our own country shall sell llis 
product at a loss? Is he not entitled to -a small margin of profit, 
instead of going and dumping all of his surplus product on tlle 
market and lowering the whole price of that manufacture? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not ask him to sell at a less price 
than lle does elsewhere. 
- Mr. TIRRELL. K ow, the reason w by that is done is this : 
1'lle fixed charges on the plant are running all the time. We 
will suppose the plant cost $1,000,000. Now, it is idle, say, 
for two and one-half months. The fixed charges are running 
on ; tlle price of everything is running on ; all except the tiny 
labor is running on. The manufacturer's cost is increased 
by the - n:till lying idle in that way with all of these fixed 
charge running on and no product being obtained from the 
mill. So that if the accumulated sm·plus is sold in this 
country two results will follow. First, the home market 
being fully supplied pm·cbases will not be made, that sur­
plus can not be placed unless it is sold at a reduced price, 
which means, in the ca~e to which I am alluding, at less than 
cost. Second, the n:till will soon have to be shut down again, 
for it is the surplus above the home demand of which we are 
8peaking, and the market having been already supplied here 
at home with all the product it can handle, and the manu­
facturer producing 25 per cent more than the home market 
can handle, it is inevitable that the mill must close until its 
production again corresponds with the demand. Thus its wage 
employees are thrown out of employment and the manu­
facturing cost largely increased under the condition suggested 
by the able and versatile genUeman from Mississippi. 

The American manufacturer, when he produces more than 
the cotmtry requires, in order to make this small margin of 
profit l1as got to keep his mill going day and night in many 
industries. He must do so in the case I have cited. It is the 
only way he can make money and pay any dividend what­
eyer, because the shutting down of his mill entails a large 
loss on account of the conditions attached to the business, 
and in order that he may do this _and meet expenditures the 

American manufacturer sells his surplus product _at some 
price upon the other side. 

Now, when he first goes into a new country, when the people 
do not know the character of our goods abroad, they sell them 
for a loss, but when their establishments are planted in Bel­
gium, England, and other countries they make a fair profit; and 
if you read that circular of the Waltham company, which I pro­
pose to have publi,_hed in the RECORD, you will find they do the 
same thing over there when they are establishing tlleir trade. 
'l"'hey do not at first make a profit on their goodB. It is only 
where they are seeking to establish trade, where they have got 
to compete against conditions that exist, where there are dif­
ferent .kinds of credit and difference in methods of sale, and 
difference in transportation, difference in method of carrying on 
the business, and where these things must be overcome, and 
can not be overcome unless you put the prices ~m your goods so 
low that the people will buy anyway, on the theory that men 
will buy where they can buy the cheapest, that this course is 
pursued; only in such case are goods sold at or under cost. 
But after the trade is established, -after the houses are planted, 
after they have obtained salesmen who speak the language to 
sell the goods, after they have gotten over the difficulties of the 
transportation question, and after the American product has be­
come firmly fixed in the approval of the people by the use of the 
article introduced in this way, then it is not necessary, for the 
foreign purchaser will then buy the goods anyway, and the 
American manufacturer gets a profit. 

Mr. STERLING. They do the same thing in this country in 
localities wherever they introduce their business. 

Mr. TIRRELL. Certainly; that can be easily demonstrated, 
and that is the reason, and the only reason, why the American 
manufacturer ever sells at less than cost abroad. It is to es­
tablisll its trade; it is to fill up a gap, so that be can keep his 
mill running, so that he can sell the domestic product here at 
home at a small margin, as be is obliged to do with the acute 
competition that exists in the United States. 

'I'bis is the cour.Ee the Waltham company bas followed. That 
it results as I have stated is evidenced by the fact that that com­
pany states that manufacturers and merchants doino- an export 
business must necessarily make considerable price reductions to 
induce foreign buyers to substitute the new for the old, em­
phatically, however, asserting that Waltham watches are not 
sold, except in such cases as I have called attention to, at 
lower prices than those prevailing here. 

Germany, whose wonderful industrial development since Bis­
marck abandoned his free-trade propaganda and advocated a 
protective tariff has excited the wonder of the world, has con­
spicuously followed this practice. It will not soon be forgott n 
by many of us who heard the debate ·on Cuban reciprocity in 
the Fifty-seventh Congress, how that was illustrated by the 
sugar schedule, by which, in order to di pose of their surplus 
sugar abroad, so low an export price was fixed in Germany that 
the borne price was about double the foreign and bounties and 
differentials were paid to equalize the trade. 

I do not approve of a policy that would increa e the price to 
the home consumer like that; such a policy is sacrificing a 
home market for a foreign. It illustrates, bo11ever, the ex­
tremity to which Germany has gone to secure our trade. It 
proves that our export trade can not be limited by the prices 
and terms that govern at home. How much wi er and more 
farsighted the American policy that sells here its products on 
small margins and great output, disposing of its surplus in such 
a manner as to insure a permanent business abroad. [Loud ap­
plause on the Republican side.] 

The CHAIRMAN. TlJe time of the gentleman has expired. 
1\Ir. TIRRELL. I ask unanimous con8ent to insert the cir­

cular letter of the Waltham Watch Company in reply to the art­
dress made by the gentleman from Illinois [l\lr. RAINEY] in 
the RECORD as a part of my remarks, and also leave to extend 
my remarks in the RECORD. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts? [After a pause.] The Chair 
hears none. 

The letter is as follows : 
"NO WATCH TRUST EXISTS "-WALTHAll WATCH CO:UPANY ISSUES REFU­

TATIOX-SAYS THE ATTACK ON OUR TARIFF WAS INSI'IOATED-SWIS:'l 
POLICY IS TO INJURE UNITED STATES l~DUSTRY-I•'OREIGN MARKEl' 
liiUST BE HELD TO OFFSET DULL TIMES. 
In · view of the various articles which have appeared of late in the 

public press, more or less openly in the guise of advertisements, we 
feel it advisable to depart from our usual policy and to make a brief 
statemel'lt of the actual conditions which govern the watch industry 
to-day. · 

In the first place, we wish most emphatically to state that, so far a s 
we know or are concerned, there is no watch trust in the United States, 
and there never has been. The various companies manufacturing watch 
movements in the United States are, so far as we have any knowledge, 
absolutely independent each of the other, and operate entirely and 



1906 .. OONGRESSION .A.L RECOR.D-HOUSE. 5065 
solely with regard to their own separate, individual interests. This, 
we repeat, is not only the condition of affairs to-day, but bas always 
be~n so. 

Secondly, as to the export business. We are the largest exp?rters of 
watches in the world, and we are proud of the fact. At a d1nner re­
cently given in Cairo, Egypt, to a number of Egyptian officials and 
prominent American representatives it was stated by the president of 
one of the greatest and most successful mechanical industries of' the 
United States that the American Waltham Watch Company had done 
as much if not more than any other company to educate the people 
of the world to an appreciation of the excellence of articles of Ameri­
cn.n manufacture. For more than a quarter o! a century it bas been 
the effort of this company to push the sale of American Waltham 
watches in all parts of the world, thereby demonstrating for the first 
time that a thoroughly accurate and reliable timepiece can be made 
and supplied at a price within the reach of everyone. The ability to 
do so is owing wholly to the superiority of the ,American workmen and 
the invention of automatic tools and improved methods. 

It can be readily understood that this great exploitation of American 
watches in foreign countries bas necessarily interfered to a large extent 
with the conditions formerly existing in those countries, and especially 
with the Swiss watch industry. ln retaliation the Swiss manufac­
turers of watches have combined to combat our competition in every 
possible way, and have, as we are reliably informed, subscribed a large 
sum of money to influence public opinion in the United States, and 
have not hesitated to employ somewhat questionable methods to injure 
the American watch industry, with which they are entirely unable to 
compete fairly, either at home or abroad, quality for quality and price 
for price. 

At present this foreign s:rndicate is attempting to regain the ground 
already so thoroughly lost in the United States by means of a cry of 
exorbitant profits by American manufacturers and dealers. Curiously 
enough, they simultaneously endeavor to influence retail dealers to sell 
Swiss watches by the sole argument that the dealers can thus obtain 
much higher profits. 'These the dealers are, in fact, able to obtain in 
many instances for the reason that the Swiss manufacturers are pre­
pared to supply to the retail dealers watch movements without any 
trade-mark or other distinguishing characteristics, thereby making it 
impossible for the intending purchaser to tell what the quality really 
is, or to ascertain the actual value of the watch. The dealers are thus 
enabled to sell a Swiss watch of unknown and inferior quality at a 
price much higher than they would be able to obtain for an American 
watch of well-known grade and trade-mark and of a better quality. 
A similar high profit can not be obtained in American watches · for the 
reason that the trade-marks, grades, and approximate prices are so 
well known to the public. In the instance where well-known and high· 
class Swiss trade-marked watches are dealt in, tile sale is confined to 
one leading house in each city, so that there shall be no competition, 
and a profit, frequently as high as 100 per cent, can be secured for a 
timepiece no better than and often not as good as an American watch 
costing half the money. 

In spite of the various devices employed by them to bring about a 
large retail profit in the sale of their own watches, the European manu­
facturers in the attacks recently instigated on the tariff have laid 
much stress on our contract plan for the selling of rail1·oad watches. 

This brings up the entire question of the necessity of profit for the 
dealer. Conditions governing the sale of watches are radically different 
from those obtaining in other branches of trade. The seller of a 
watch is expected by the purchaser to be responsible for it as long as 
he lives or is in business. Week after week. month after month, the 
wearer expects to have it regulated, compared with standard time, and 
adjusted, generally without charge. All this costs the retailer time 
and tnoney. Watch buyers desire to have the advice and personal 
care of the best and most expe1·t watchmakers they can find, and it takes 
years for a good mechanic to acquire the necessary education and expe­
rience. The dealer, therefore, is entitled to a fair profit, and we do not 
think the American public is disposed to approve the efforts of Swiss 
manufacturers to prevent his gettrng it except in their own goods. The 
trick is too transparent to be good tactics. 

It is well understood among all manufacturers and merchants doing 
export business anq introducing new and unknown articles into a for­
eign market that it is necessary to make very considerable price reduc­
tions in order to induce the merchants of that country to substitute 
the new for the old. 'l'his does not mean, however, that the article 
costs the consumer any less than he pays for the home product, the 
difference being that added inducements are given by the manufacturer 
to the foreign merchant for his time and effort in introducing the 
goods. It is a fact that Waltham watches are not sold to the consumer 
abroad at lower prices than those prevailing in this country, although 
in order to introduce them abroad the company is obliged sometimes 
in the first instance to make somewhat lower. prices to the dealers. 
This condition of affairs is due partly to the reasons given above, and 
even more largely to the fact that dealers in foreign countries are used 
to the larger profits which prevail in the Old World, n.nd are un'Villing 
to spend time and ell'ort to substitute a new article at less profit. 

A word as to the respective conditions of wage and labor- cost here 
and abroad. Although the products of the Waltham company have to 
meet in foreign markets the watches of Switzerland on even terms, the 
wages paid at Waltham are the highest in the world, and are from two 
and a half to three times the average pay received by the Swiss 
workmen. 

There are many more men employed to-day by the Waltham company 
than ever before, and at hi,~:;her wages. There are also more women 
employed, and at higher wages. The Waltham company does not, anti 
never did, employ children in any capacity whatever. On the other 
hand, the employment of children in watch manufacturing is common 
in Switzerland. In spite of this fact, a recent slight advance in Swiss 
wages was promptly followed by an increase in the price of Swiss 
watches throughout their home markets. 

Although tbe Waltham company has been steadily reducing prices 
during the past two years, wages have never been so high at Waltham 
as at the present time. 

It should also be stated that the establishment of a foreign market 
Is necessary in order to safeguard an industry at home. In periods of 
depression a manufacturer can, by selling an important part of his 
product abroad. keep his shops open and his workmen employed at 
home until the time of stagnation is over. Without the foreign market. 
which is not available unless previously developed, his only alternative 
would be to shut down his works and throw his people out of employ­
ment. In other words, the establishment of this foreign market fur· 
nisbes 8-n outlet which provides steady work for the American wage­
earner. 

If the manufacturer does not have a foreign outlet, the injury falls, 
not upon him alone, but upon his employees ; for in the absence of 
such outlet, in case of hard times or a lessened demand, be must cur­
tail his production and to just this degree throw his people out of work. 
With his foreign market established he can keep his shops open until 
the return of good times or of increasing home demand. An illustra­
tion of this situation <:an be found in our own experience during the 
panic of 18!:>3 and 1894. If it had not been for our foreign trade we 
should have been. comJ?letely shut down, but by the help of our foreign 
outlet our works remamed open during this generally disastrous period, 
while our competitors who had not established for themselves a foreign 
market were, in most instances, obliged to stop running. 

The foreign manufacturer, whose own home market we are thus in­
ntdin~. is in the strange attitude of professing indignation at the prices 
at which our watches are sold in the United States at the same moment 
that he is makin~ every effort to regain his lost footing here by offering 
100 per cent pronts to the retailer at the expense of the public. 

'.rhe products of the Waltham company reach the consumer at a fair 
profit to the dealer, and are sold, both at home and abroad, at as low 
prices as are consistent with high quality and a rate of wages unequaled 
in the world. 

BOSTO~, April 6, 1906. 

AMERICAN WALTHAM WATCII CO~PANY, 
By E. C. FITCH, President. 

ROYAL ROBBIXS, Trcastu-er. 

Mr. OVERSTREET. I ask the gentleman from Tennessee 
to occupy some of his time. 

Mr. MOON of Tennessee. I yield to the gentleman from 
Mississippi three minutes. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Chairman, the address which we have 
just beard is one of the most important that bus been made to 
this House; and I wish to call attention to it. It is the first 
time that there bus been a fair and a frank confession and an 
attempted defense of this actual existing condition--Qf the fact 
that American manufacturers habitually sell cheaper to foreign 
than to American consumers. The gentleman attempts to ex­
plain the condition in a way that bas been attempted before, 
when the explanation was not, howe1er, coupled with the· con­
fession of its existence, but strangely coupled with a denial. 
The gentleman contends that we ship abroad to sell cheaper 
than we do at borne only the surplus products of his particu­
lar form of manufacture. The inference is that this surplus 
theory is to be the keynote of Republican defense of this entire 
system of selling cheaper abroad than at borne. After having 
said that, and after having undertaken to demonstrate that 
the system of selling a surplus abroad cheaper than at home is 
necessary in order to keep the American factory running, be 
was then asked this question : "But suppose that having 
reached the stage of production where it pays you to sell part of 
your product-' the surplus '-at a loss rather than to close down 
your factory temporarily, why is it that you sell that surplus 
abroad-abroad only, and not at home--at less than cost?" 
[Loud applause on the Democratic side.] That question the 
gentleman bas not answered, and that question the gentleman 
never will answer, because the gentleman dares not answer it. 
Now, I will answer it for him. I will ten you why it is only 
abroad that be and others sell their surplus cheaper than cost. 
Granting, for the sake of argument, that the need to dispose 
of a surplus is the real underlying reason for the system-and 
we an know, as a matter of fact, in a majority of cases it is not, 
because in a great many products they have been carrying on the 
system for six, eight, ten, or twel1e years; and no man, gentle­
men, will sell for a series of five, ten, or twelve years at a loss 
abroad or anywhere else. But, for the sake of argument, admit 
that they sell only the surplus, and that it is sold cheaper than 
co t, which is also a doubtful if not a demonstrably incorrect 
statement, why is it sold abroad only? Why can not the 
American consumer have some of the benefit? 

I will tell you. It is here at home, with a sheltered market; 
sheltered by the tariff for the planting and growth and fruitage 
of combinations between manufacturers-! will not use the 
word " trust," because it seems a red flag in the eyes of a great 
many people--that the combination rendered possible by the 
tariff exists. Their price agreements extend only to the home 
market. The so-called "surplus" in America is only a surplus 
at the agreed price; at a less price there would be ·no "sur­
plus." The moment be undertook to sell the surplus at home 
at less than the agreed price be would break the market­
be would break the prices agreed upon by the various factories 
entering into the combination. [Applause on the Democratic 
side.] 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman bas expired. 
l\Ir. MOON of Tennessee. I will give the gentleman two min­

utes more. 
Mr. WILLIAl\IS. And the moment that set in, then the hope 

that the Republican party bas held out to the American people, 
that in the long run protection would not increase the price of 
living to the consumer, would be a hope possible of realization. 
Competition would really set in among home producers of the 
given article. Each member of the combination would proceed 
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to sell in competition with the other members of the combina­
tion, and the American people would first get their products 
cheaper, and ulti nmtely get tliem absolut ely cheap. 

Ah, .Mr. Chairman, there is the gist of it. \Vhy do they sell 
the surplu abroall only, cheaper th::m ilie scale price? \Vhy 
don't they give us the surplus, ::md give the foreigner, under the 
benefit of whose laws their industry has not been created and 
made prosperous at their e~-pense--why don't you give us the 
benefit of the surplu price ; to us who by our laws have en­
~bled you, at our expense, to be more prosperous than you ever 
otherwi~e would ha-ve been, and give the foreigner " the real 
thing?" [Applause on the Democratic side.] 

I have thought it well, Mr. Chairman, to call attention in this 
brief way to this vital point of omission in the gentleman's ar­
gument. [Appln.u~e.] 

1\Ir. 1\IOON of Tennessee. I yield thirty minutes to the gen­
tleman from Louisiana [l\Ir. MEYER]. 

1\Ir. MEYER. 1\fr. Chairman. in the brief remarks that I shall 
make I will not attempt to cover the wide field with reference 
to the subject of the special mail appropriation, which has been 
so ably ~overed by ilie gentlemen who have spoken in favor 
of that proposition; but I deem it proper as a Representative 
of the city of New Orleans, whose people believe themselves 
largely benefited by tllat legislation, that I should say a few 
words in its behalf. 

1\Ir. Chairman, the pending bill making appropriations for 
service of the Post-Office Department for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1907, contains an appropriation which the report of the 
committee correctly states is similar to those made for a series 
of years in former acts, as follows : 

For necessary and special facilities on trunk lines from New York and 
Washington to Atlnnta and New Orleans, 142,728.75: Pt·ovided, That 
no part of the appropriation made by this paragraph shall be expended 
unless the Postmaster-General shall deem such expenditure neces ary in 
order to promote the interest of the postal service. 

APPROPRIATION HAS PRECEDENTS. 

The amount of this appropriation is not large. It is indeed 
very small compared with the aggregate of the bill, which car­
ries appropriations largely in excess of $191,300,000. It affects 
the business interests of New York and other great commercial 
cities and centers of the East, to whom it is deeply important to 
have speedy mail and freight communication witll the South and 
Southwest. It concerns the banker, broker, manufacturer, and 
the ordinary dealer. To the commercial cities and people of the 
South living on or near this great trunk line and the branch or 
lateral railroads connecting with it and profiting by this speedy 
mail communication this appropriation possesses the greatest 
possible value. 

They do not share in the comparatively small payment made 
to carry it out, for hardly any of them, I believe, are stock­
holders in these railroads, but tlley do share in the great benefit 
of speedy mail communication. Hence it is that whenever this 
appropriation has been assailed or menaced the intelligent com­
mercial bodies of the southern cities have come to the rescue 
and urged that this approp1iation should not be disturbed. This 
interest is felt in a marked degree in the city I represent, but I 
do not believe that the interest of New Orleans in the policy now 
pursued is any greater than that of Atlanta or other communi­
t ies lying on the line of route described in the appropriation. 

The appropriation proposed follows the language of former ap­
propriation acts, and it is hard to-see how it could be more care­
fully guarded than it is. It is for "special facilities" on "trunk 
lines "-that is to say, for extra speed and quicker delivery. It 
is not merely for " special " facilities, but for " necessary " facili­
t ies. Nor is it an absolute appropriation, where the money is to 
be spent, right or wrong. The money is only to be spent if the 
Postmaster-General is convinced that it is "necessary for the in­
terest of the public service." 

I submit that the making of the appropriations from year to 
year, in spite of the most violent opposition in Congress, amounts 
t o a very strong expression of opinion by the two Houses of Con­
gress that this appropriation is necessary in order to secure 
" special" facilities for the postal service, and that this opinion 
of Congress ought to have great weight with the head of the De­
partment. I think, further, that the Postmaster-General, how­
ever able and enlightened, might well deem the unanimous judg­
ment of the bankers, merchants, shippers, and other business 
men of the South in respect to the value and necessity of this 
service a point well worthy of his consideration. Still, the re­
sponsibility is devolved upon the head of the Department of 
taking tinal action, and if this payment were an abuse, as has 
been most absurdly alleged, or were a mere gratuity to one or 
t\vo trunk railroad lines, be could correct it. 

It has happened time and time again in the history of this Gov­
e rnment that Congress has made appropriations for this or that 

object and the Executive hns refused to spend the money. I re­
fer e~ vecially to river and harbor bills. It is true, indeed, that 
the people of tile Southern States Ilave a friendly feeling for the 
great railroad line who ~e succe sful administration is so impor­
tant to their growth and pro per ity; but if only tile railroad in­
terest were involved tiley would not be found demanding this 
appropriation as earne tly u they do. 

RE~f.A.RK.A.DLE BEXEFITS. 

I do not believe there is an appropriation contained in this act 
where the same amount of money accomplishes a lar..,.er amount 
of benefit to millions of people. I am amazed that til~ reformer 
~eeking to restore this Government to its pristine simplicity, pur: 
1ty, and economy, should run through our great annual appro­
priations of six or seven hundred millions of dollars and pounce 
on this little appropriation of $171,000 in order to signalize his 
zeal and vigilance. Yet the debates on this paragraph have 
been protracted at every session of Congress since I have been in 
this Hall. 

DISCUSSED FULLY IN EVERY CONGRESS . 

This subject was fully discussed at the second se. ·sion of tile 
Fifty-third Congress, and among others by myself. In my brief 
remarks on former occasions I referred to the appeals to con­
tinue this service coming up from the business men and com­
mercial bodies of New Orleans and the whole country tributary 
to New Orleans. I stated tllen that these gentlemen had 
studied this question; knew their own interests. New Orleans 
is the second exporting city of the country, and entitled to best 
facilities. We now have three double fast mail trains from 
New York where we had one before. Under the bill the Post­
master-General regulates the schedules, and these are regulated, 
not by the -convenience and interests of the railroads but by the 
public interests. ' 

It appeared in former debates that these appropriations for 
"special" facilities, which began as far back as J875, had been 
kept up every year, and in a number of years had largely ex­
ceeded the appropriation which was then contemplated or the 
sum now to be appropriated. It was stated in debate that no 
Postmaster-General save Mr. Wanamaker h~d ever antagonized 
this appropriation. The Second Assistant Postmaster-General 
1\Ir. J". Lowrie Bell, had repor~ed (see RECORD of April 24, 189-:1: 
p. 4045) that the present mml schedules were "improvements 
over those which have heretofore been enforced." 

I think it safe to say that the present schedules are an im­
provement on anything that went before over this important 
artery of commerce and mail c-ommunication although the 
amount appropriated is smaller than in 1894. ' 

1\Ir. Chairman,. it has been boldly asserted in this House in 
tilese discussions that the mail service to the South as now ren­
dered would be continued without this special appropriation. 
There is no authority for this statement. 

AUGME~TED ?.LUL SERVICE. 

I think it requires a great deal of hardihood for a Member to 
rise in this House and assert that the mn.il facilities of the 
people of the South and Southwest have not been greatly aug­
mented OT"er the former system. 

In the second session of the Fifty-fifth Congress 1\Ir. Swan· 
son, of Virginia, stated that the time for a letter to come from 
New York to Danville (his own town) had been reduced from 
eighteen hours and fifteen minutes to thirteen hours and thirty­
five minutes, a saving of five hours. The time to Atlanta from 
New York has been cut down from thirty-three hours to twenty­
four hours and twenty minutes, a saving of about eight and one­
half hours. The gain between New York and Tampa was then 
about fifteen hours, and the whole Cuban mail goes that way. 
Such was the showing made for this improved senice in 1\Iarch, 
1898, and since that period a still further saving of hours has 
been made between New York and New Orleans and inter­
mediate points by reason" of the faster service established since 
then. 

I remind you of the fact that the Atlantic Coast Line Rail­
road Company had this subsidy, as you call it, for a while and 
then threw it up as unprofitable. They were not willing to come 
up to the Department requirements. If it was a needless sub­
sidy-a mere job-why did they throw it away? In tilis fact 
you have a pretty good indication of what we may have to ex­
pect if this appropriation be stopped. We shall have one fast 
mail and passenger train, perhaps, in twenty-four hours to New 
Orleans- what we used to have in old time . The whole coun­
h·y from Washington via. D::mville, Atlanta, Montgomery, and 
other points, with their lateral connections, will l!aye to suffer 
the evils of a disarrangement of their mail communications and 
of a tardy, infrequent service. 

I am aware, 1\fr. C~airman, that in the zeal to strike down this 
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very small appropriation an effort has been made to show that 
the Post-Office Department is opposed to it and that the Depart­
ment is authority for the statement that if this appropriation be 
withdrawn the ei~bt or ten Southern States affected hy it will 
still get as rapid and frequent mail communication as they have 
to-day. The Department has never put itself on record as .say­
ing anything of the kind. It bas borne testimony, as I have 
shown you, to the great improvement in this m~il service from 
New York, via Atlanta, to New Orleans, and to the fact of there 
being three fast mail trains per day where there us€'tl t.o be only 
one. In the extended debate had in the Senate some years ago, 
tile Senator from Mississippi [1\fr. Sullivan] quotetl tl1e Second 
Assistant Postmaster-General in reply to bi3 specific inquiry 
whether the Department could secure the · service as "p1;ompt 
and frequent" without the so-called subsidy as with it. The 
response was: 

I regret to say that I can not give a specific answer as to what 
we will be able to do. It is an open question. 

It would have been a very extraordinary statement, indeed, 
if the Post-Office Department bad reported that without this 
appropriation and authority they could have secured as prompt 
and efficient mail service for this Southern country as they have 
to-day. Tile answer would have been made at once. Why, 
tilen, have you been spending this money in tile past unless you 
deemed the expenditure "necessary to promote the interest of 
the postal service." 

The law made that fact a condition, a test of the expendi-
ture. 

SOUTHERN CONDI'.riONS. 

Again, we know that the railroads in the South are now under 
different condmons from those in the North. There are few 
large cities with us, and the country is sparsely settled. It 
does not pay to run fast passenger trains. The additional fast 
mail train a day requires a special expenditure. The train 
starting from New York at 4.30 . a. m. leaves at an hour when 
no passengers can be expected. They will naturally wait for 
the afternoon h·ain. 

Tilis early train does, however, take the mails of New Eng­
land, New York City and State, and all the mails over this long 
route are expedited. 

Tilere are few Members in this House, from the East and 
North e pecially, who do not know the great value of time in the 
forwarding and reception of letters, and while their constitu­
ent may not be generally interested in this appropriation, many 
br:s iness men in the East will be apt to inquire how and why 
this appropriation should be singled-out for special attack. 

It is a melancholy fact that this contest should be renewed 
every year and that the people of eight or ten Southern States 
should be forced to fight for this slight recognition in the bene­
fits of a common Government. It is somewhat in contrast with 
tile policy which calls on the South forty years after the 
close of the civil war to bear her share of the taxation involved 
in a grand pension system of $150,000,000 per annum. Tile ap­
propriation is called a " subsidy." That word does not frighten 
me at all. I am not afraid to vote for fair and just appropria­
tions for all parts of the country. 

NOT A POSTAL ABUSE. 

There may be abuses, possibly great abuses, in your postal 
expenditures, but this is not one of tbem. 

I had the honor of entering this body in the Fifty-second 
Congres . Among the first debates I encountered was witb 
reference to this special mail facility between Boston, New 
York, and New Orleans. In every session since that time we 
have heard the same arguments in opposition, and in spite of 
it each and every Congress bas declared in favor of these 
facilities. I submit that this concurrence of action by every 
Congress should convince even those opposed to it that tbere 
must be indisputable merit in the proposition. 

Mr. JOHNSON. l\Iay I interrupt the gentleman? 
l\fr. MEYER. Yes, for a question. 
l\Ir. JOHNSON. Is there anything in the record upon which 

that appropriation is based-any testimony, any estimate, or 
anything else? 

Mr. l\IEYER. We may not have direct testimony, but I would 
refer to the testimony of Postmaster-General Shallenberger, who 
answered in response to this question as follows, as reported in 
recent hearings : 

ll!r. MooN. Let me come down to the hard bottom question of admin­
istration ; do you want this money or not? 

Mt·. SHALLEXBERGER. \Ve are not aslcing it or expressing an opinion 
in reference to it. 

Mr. Moo~. What is the reason you are silent on that question? 
Mr. SHALLE~BERGER. We are not silent. 
Mr. MooN. You say you do not ask it. 
Mr. SHALLE::-I"BERGER. We do not ask for it. 

'Mr Moo::.. What is the reason you do not ask for it ? 

M:r. SHALLENBERGER. Because we think the effect on the sezyice at 
large is better if we do not select any particular route. 

1\lr. MooN. Then you do not select it because you think that it is a 
bad example, and has a bad effect on the rail way mail service? 

l\Ir. SHALLE)<'"BERGER. That is the situation. 

.Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. Chairman, I do not know what the gen­
tleman has before him that he is reading from, but I have a 
little fuller quotation than that. 

Mr. MEYER. I hope the gentleman will be brief, because my 
time is limited. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I want to show that the Post-Office Depart­
ment said that they do not want it, but they consider the action 
of Congress mandatory. 

Mr. MEYER. If the action of Congress is mandatory in mak­
ing the appropriation, is it not a fact that the second provision 
of same paragraph declares with equal strength and equal posi­
tiveness that "no part of the appropriation made by this para­
graph shall be expended unless the Postmaster-General shall 
deem such expenditure necessary in order to promote the in· 
terests of the postal service? " · 

Now, I submit that if the first part of this provision making 
the appropriation is mandatory, the provision is equally strong 
and explicit, equally mandatory, that the Postmaster-General 
shall not expend any part of the money unless he deems it 
necessary in the interests of the postal service. Since I have 
been in Congress, we have had two Democratic Congresses and 
five Republican. We have had as Postmasters-General l\lr. 
Bissell, of New York; Mr. Wilson, of West Virginia, both Dem­
ocrats. We have had as Republ:.~ans, Mr. Gary, of Maryland; 
l\1r. Smith, of Pennsylvania ; Mr. Payne, of Wisconsin ; 1\Ir. 
Wynne, and now Mr. Cortelyou. Now, can it be argued that all 
of these gentlemen, able officials, men as conscientious, no 
doubt, as we are, would expend this money year after year, 
constantly having before them this provision that "no part shall 
be expended unless it is deemed necessary for the interests of 
the postal service? " I do not believe that anyone will impute 
any sucll disregard of the intent of the law to these distin­
guished officials. 

Now, further, my friend from North Carolina [Mr. WILLIAM 
W. KITCHIN], to whose very able argument I listened with 
great interest a few days since, bases the entire fabric of that 
argument upon the theory that we will have these fast mail 
traius whether the special sum is appropriated or not. I sub­
mit, Mr. Chairman, that there is no evidence to prove that, or 
anything like it. On the contrary, we have before us the letter 
received from :;\lr . .Andrews, the vice-president of the Southern 
Railway, stating specifically that fast mail train No. 97 would 
not be run unless they received the exh•a compensation. It' 
would not pay the company to run them on the schedules now 
current. Relying upon this statement, his entire proposition 
must fall. 

:Mr. WILLIAM W. KITCHIN. If the gentleman will per­
mit me, my friend misunderstands-the letter. He does not say 
the train will not run, but that they will not run the train on 
this particular schedule. 

Mr. MEYER. But this is the core of the matter, because this 
particular schedule is what we want. 

Mr. WILLIAM W. KITCHIN. But he does not threaten to 
take off the train. 

l\lr. l\IEYER. Further, I received a telegram, without any 
conference or communication on my part, from Mr. Wickersham, . 
president of the Atlanta and 'Vest Point Railroad, in which he 
says: 

Atlanta and West Point will discontinue present fast mail train 
known as "No. 97" should Congress discontinue present appropriation 
for special facilities, for the reason it is of no advantage to local 
tmvel, making few stops and between unseasonable hours. Throu.,.h 
travel is not sufficient to justify continuing train exclusively for :c­
commodating passengers, there being no passenger connection with other 
line3 at Atlanta. The train is paying about 40 cents per train mile 
exclusive of Government appropriation. 'Ve can· accommodate our pas~ 
senget· traffic satisfactorily without this train. It does not cn~ate 
new busine3s, but detracts correspondingly from earnings of other 
trains. Also makes it necessary to operate an east-bound train for the 
purpose of returning mail equipment. 

::ur. Wickersham, as is well known, is a gentleman of the 
highest character and integrity, whose statements are worthy 
of all credence. 

It seems to me, Mr. Chairman, we can not afford to incur the 
risk of discontinuing this appropriation in the face of what bas 
been stated by the railroad officials. I believe that they are 
sincere in their statements. I see no reason why they should 
attempt to deceive us. The amount involved is too small to 
warrant them in employing these statements as a " bluff," as 
some gentleman has intimated recently. 

l\!r. WILLIA.l\1 W. KITCHIN. Will the gentleman. permit an 
interruption right there'? 

Mr. MEYER. With pleasure, but just for a moment 
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Mr. WILLIAM W. KITCHIN. It occurs to me that the gen­
tleman who sent you that telegram was under the impression 
the only 1 ay that train got came from this special appropria­
tion. Now, I ask the gentleman this question: If the great 
amount of mail matter which you have just stated this train 
carries into New Orleans does not show that under the regular 
statutory pay that train is of enormous profit to the railroad? 

l\lr. MEYER. Well, I do not care to discuss that. I am not 
sufficiently posted as to what it pays. 

Mr. WILLIAM W. KITCHIN. I mean exclusive of the sub­
sidy. 

1\fr. MEYER. This gentleman knows what he is talking 
about. He is the president of two railroads and stands very 
high in the community in which he lives, the city of Atlanta, 
and knows whether it pays him or not and what it pays him. 
I have no reason in the world to question the correctness of his 
statement, especially as the amount which his road receives as 
his proportion is scarcely enough to warrant him to jeopardize . 
his reputation as a man of truth and veracity. He certainly 
would not make an incorrect statement, which he might rea­
sonably expect would be quoted on the floor of this House. 

Mr. WILLIAM W. KITCHIN. But however honest he may 
be-and I am not impugning or reflecting upon his integrity­
does not the telegram itself show that he was under the impres­
sion that this subsidy or special appropriation was the only 
pay that train got, when the very fact shows that it must get 
an enormous pay from the regular rates? 

1\Ir. 1\IEYER. I can not conceive, Mr. Chairman, that Mr. 
Wickersham is ignorant of the proportion of the so-called sub­
sidy his roads receive. 

Mr. SMALL. May I say to the gentleman that there is no 
evidence here that the amount of pay received is excessive ex­
cept the statement of the gentleman? There is absolutely 
nothing from the record, no evidence that would be conclusive 
upon the fact, and I would ask the gentleman further if the 
question of the necessity of this appropriation does not depend 
upon this, that this is necessary to maintain these schedules, 
not the amount they are getting now? If they are getting too 
much, that is to be remedied in another way and at anotller 
time. I would ask the gentleman if that is not the situation? 

Mr. MEYER. In my judgment, that is the sttuation. 
Mr. WILLIAM W. KITCHIN. The fact is, as I stated to my 

colleague yesterday in arguing that certain roads had got too 
much because of the great amount of traffic they carried, if this 
should be one of those roads why should it not be eliminated? 

Mr. SMALL. That is a mere matter of conjecture that the 
gentleman is making. 

Mr. WILLIAM W. KITCHIN. It is based upon your argu­
ment of yesterday. 

Mr. MEYER. Mr. Chairman, I do not think it is necessary to 
enter into further specific details. I will simply refer to this 
fact, that of all the great appropriations that are made by this 
Congress and by this Government the South receives but a 
small proportion. I do not mean to intimate in any way that 
there is any spirit of unfairness in the legislation of this House, 
yet I would urge that even to this small appropriation there bas 
been undue opposition, that to my mind is almost unaccountable. 

Mr. SULZER. If the gentleman will permit me to interrupt 
him. Suppose this subsidy to tbis railroad were discontmued, 
do you believe that it would make any difference to you and 
the people of your State in regard to the arrival of the mail? 
Would not you, anyway, get your mail about as quick--

1\fr. MEYER. By no means--
Mr. SULZER (continuing). Whether the railroad got the 

subsidy or did not get the subsidy? 
Mr. MEYER. By no means, 1\fr. Chairman. As the case 

now stands, by this train No. 97 we receive our mail at 11.15 in 
the forenoon. ·were this train discontinued and the old order 
of things reestablished, the same mail would not reach the city 
of New Orleans until half past 8 at night; consequently busi­
ness people would not receive their letters until the following 
day, making a difference of practically a full business day. 

1\fr. SULZER. Just another word in that connection. If 
they did not deliver the mail on account of the discontinuance 
of the subsidy, do you not believe that the Postmaster-General, 
who contracts for the can·ying of this mail by the railroads, 
could compel the raih·oad to deliver the mail just as speedily as 
it does now? 

Ur. MEYER. I will say to the gentleman that the Post­
master-General has not done it in all the years that have past; 
he has perfect and absolute disposition of . the money, and the 
Department has so far failed to secure the fast mail without 
pa •ing the railroad this extra compensation. 

1\Ir. SULZER. Do you not think it possible, instead of giv­
Ing the railroad this bonus, the Postmaster-General could make 

this railroad deliver the mail as quickly and as speedily as 
other railroads do? 

Mr. MEYER. I have no doubt the gentleman ha often 
heard the old adage, "You can lead a hor ..;e to water, but you 
can not make him drink." The Postmaster-General has no 
power to compel the railroads to make tllat connection. 

1\fr. SULZER. I just want to say, in closing, to my friend 
from Louisiana that, in my opinion, thi Congress has got suf­
ficient power to make the Postmaster-General mnke a contract 
with the Southern Railroad ·Company ~o carry this mail ju t 
as speedily as it is carried now, without Congress voting the 
railroad a dollar of subsidy or bonus. 

1\fr. MEYER. Of course, my friend from New York must 
know that he has no such power. The power to fix rates arbi­
trarily has not yet been established. The carrier, as party of 
the second part, must necessarily be consulted. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I beg to submit a few of the numerous 
letters, petitions, and resolutions sent to me in advocacy of this 
appropriation. 
[From_ the New Orleans Board of Trade, which numbers in Its member­

ship five or six hundred of the leading and most influential bus iness 
men. I<'ebruary 10, 1006.] 
There is considerable apprehension on the part of the business in­

terests of New Orleans that, as the contract for the fast mail service 
from New York and eastern points to this city is about to expire there 
will be no appropriation made for this service. ' 

4-s the f~st mail train No. 97 of the Sout?ern Railway Company runs 
stnctly mail, and has no other revenue, Without an appropriation the 
service is likely to be discontinued. 

If .the conditions. that .existed in 1901, ":hen there. was much agita­
tion m regard to this subJect, made it essential that th1s service bet\veen 
the North and South should be maintained, it is infinitely mot·e so 
to-day, when the development of the South has so greatly increased the 
amount of postal business handled, as is evidenced by the receipt of 
our New Orleans post-office, which have incrensed in the past fourteen 
years from $272,794 in 1891, to $730,419 in 1905, an increase of over 
$457,000, with a continued increase every year, and an increase of 
nearly $50,000 last year over 1904. 

The board of trade feels that the entire commercial intere ts of the 
South would suffer from a discontinuance of the fast mail service 
reaching through it from the nation's metropolis, and that on the other 
hand, all southern commercial interests would be greatly assisted by 
the establishing of .a return fast mail service to that metropolis. 

A fast mail service is of benefit not only to the large cities through 
which it goes, but also to all of the surrounding country. The mer­
chant and planter at the crossroads in the rural districts are not 
less interested in such a service than are the business men of the cities 

The most immediate connections by mail are necessary in these days 
of extended commercial correspondence. For many · transactions the 
telegraph will not serve. 

We believe that with your assistance, the fair-mindedness and jus­
tice of both Houses of Congress will prevent the infliction of so manifest 
a wrong upon the southern people and their business, and the board of 
trade trusts, with your help, to prevent any cutting oft' of our fast mail 
ser·vice appropriation, and, if possible, to secure the additional appro-
priation requisite for establishing a return fast mail service. · 

[Letter from New Orleans Board of Trade, March 9, 1906.] 
Your communication under date of February 26, addressed to Presi­

dent Kohnke, relative to appropriation for the continuance of the fast 
ma.il service between eastern points and New Orleans, was duly re­
ceived, and he desires me to convey to you hls sincere appreciation for 
the interest you have taken in the matter, which is of such vital im­
portance to the merchants of this city. 

As the majority of orders from this city are executed in New York 
the advantage of the fast mail for the business men of both cities i.ri 
the filling of orders, answering of correspondence, and purchase of ex­
change is practically twenty-four horu·R. 

The regular train on the Southern llailway leaves New York at 4.25 
p. m., arriving at New Orleans at 7.15 a . m. of the second morning. If 
orders are not executed and correspondence prepared for said train 
practically a whole day would be lost, whereas with fast mail No. 9'f 
leaving New York at 2.10 a . m. and arriving at New Orleans at 11.25 
a. m. the following morning (same morning as the regular train) an 
entire day is allowed for the executing of orders, answering corre-
spondence, etc. . 

All foreign mail reaches here on the fast mail, and the matter of ex­
change and the facilities for filling orders is of great advantage to the 
business interests of this city. 

Should the fast mail be discontinued, 1t would mean that the business 
men of New Orleans, who now receive their eastern mail about 11 a. m., 
wonld not receive same until the next morning. 

No. 97 brings by far the largest amount of mail to New Orleans that 
is brought by any one train. About 12,000 letters, besides newspapers, 
etc., are brought in daily, and from 30 to 45 pouches of foreign mail 
and other packages from various parts of Europe and other foreign 
conntries are recei\ed three times a week. 

The return fast mail service from here to New York on the same 
schedule as the fast mail which reaches this city would enable New 
York business men to get their mail from New Orleans the first thing in 
the morning instead of in the afternoon. 

[Letter from Louisiana Sugar and Rice Exchange1 March 2, 1906, 
transmitting copy of resolutions passed by tnat body.] 

Inclosed I hand you copy of resolutions passed by the board of di­
rectors of the Louisiana Sugar Exchange, which speak for themselves. 

We are all deeply intet·ested in not only having the appropriation 
for the present fast mail renewed, but also to have a similar fast mail 
established northbound. This, as yon must realize, wil be of enor­
mous advantage to the mercantile and manufacturing interests of New 
Orleans. 

'l'he bulk of domestic exchange here ls handled on New York, and 
the establishment of a fast mail service northbound would save twenty­
four hours on all mail matter, and we would appreciate it very much 
if, through your efforts, this advantage could be extended to our city 
and State. 
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[Copy of resolutions.] 

At a meeting of the board of directors of tbe Louisiana Sugar and 
lllce Exchange held March 1 the following resolutions were ununi­
mouRly adopted : 

"Whereas the city of New Orleans and the South in general have en­
joyed for some time fast mail service from New York and other eastern 
commercial centers ; nn<l . 

•· Wllereas the time hns now arrived for renewal of the appropriation 
for the continuance of the fast n;.ail from New York and eastern points: 

"R esolved, That we earnestly request the honorable House of Repre­
sentatives in Congress assembled to renew the full appropriation for 
the continuation of this fast mail service, as being absolutely essential 
to our commercial and indu trial prosperity, the advantages of which 
to our community are too apparent to require recital here." 

In addition to this we most respectfully urge that an appropriation 
be made for the establishment of a similar fast mall service between 
the la1·ge commercial cities of the South and New York and other· east­
ern points. At present the mail leaving here in the evening does not 
reach New York until the second day about 1 o'clock, and is generally 
distributed too late to be available for use that day, practically making 
the mail connections between .L·ew York and other large commercial 
centers a matter of three days. 

In these days of commercial activity and the constant use of the 
telegraph and telephone it is highly important that the mail service be 
brought up to a similar standard, and we therefore most earnestly urge 
that a fast mail be established between New Orleans and New York 
which will enable the delivery of mail matter on the morning of the 
second day, thus saving twenty-four hours on all mail matter, which in 
the item of exchange alone would amount to thousands of dollars an­
nually, and thus lessen the tax o.n the movement of money to and from 
business cen tru·s. 

J. C. MURPHY~ President . 
Attest: 

W. MARKs, Acting Secretary. 

[Editorial in Daily States of March 1, HI06.] 
The importance o! the present fast mail train service between New 

York and New Orleans, which, on account of the expiration of the term 
for which the appropriation bas been made and because of the tendency 
of Congress to cut down appropriations for fast mail train service, may 
presently be discontinued, is shown by an examination of facts and 
figures as they may be obtained at the post-office. 

Postmaster T . J. Woodward and Assistant Postmaster George V. 
FULOS went over the entire record and the examination was conclusive 
that this fast mail train from New York, No. 97, brings by far the 
largest amount of mail to New Orleans that is brought by any one train. 

On an average this train brings to New Orleans daily 12,000 letters 
a r.d 102 tie sacks of newspapers, besides a baggage car full of news· 
papers which are not tied. 

'.fbe train which brings in the second largest quantity o! mail is 
No. 3, also trom the East over the Louisville and Nashville route, an 
average of between 8,000 and 10,000 letters. 

The train which brings in the third largest quantity of mail is the 
I llinois Central, No. 5, between 4,000 and 5,000 letters. 

Here is set forth in a nutshell the actual mail No. 97 brings into this 
city : 

Daily, 12,000 letters, or ahout 100 sacks, and 102 sacks of newspapers, 
tied, and a baggage car filled with newspapers untied. 

Three times a week trom 30 to 45 pouches of foreign mail, of which 
4 sealed packages come twice a week from Italy, 2 from London, 2 
f rom Liverpool, and 2 from Dublin, and other packages from various 
othm· parts of Europe and other foreign countries. 

Passing through New Orleans for other points daily are on an aver­
a ge from fifty to seventy-five bags of mail for Mexico, large quantities 
of exchange mail for Cenh·al America, and much which has to be re­
sorted for d istribution in the local post-office, going t o all points in the 
near vicinity. 

The fast mail is of great advantage and facility t o the business men 
and merchants in the filling of orders and in the purchase of exchange. 
The postal authorities say that if this city bad a fast mail to go from 
here to New York on the same schedule as the one on which the fast 
mail now reaches this city it would enable the business men of New 
York to get their mail from New Orleans the first thing in the morning 
instead of in the afternoon. It bas often been a matter of wonder· why 
New Orleans did not b:lve a return fast mail service to the metro11olis. 
The people of New Orleans ou~bt to have the same facilities as those 
enjoyed by the people of New York. Then the fast return mail to .. ew 
Yorll: would greatly facilitate the fillin~ of orders in New York and the 
handling of exchange for that city. More orders are executed by New 
01·leans business men in New York and more New York exchange is 
bought in the natural course of business here than in all other cities of 
the country combined. A rehun fast mail would mean that this ex­
change could be had and that orders could be filled at least twelve 
hours earlier than is at present the case. 

If the present fast mail service from New York to New Orleans were 
d iscontinued, it would mean that business men who now get their 
eastern mail at 11.30 in the morning wonld not get the same mail until 
the next morning, or about eighteen hours later. As all of the Liver­
pool, Dublin, and London mail reaches here on this fast train and as 
nine letters out of every ten are to local cotton men pertaining to tbe 
cotton business, a great hindrance and hardship would be worked on 
the cotton business, the mainstay of the South, by the discontinuing 
of the fast mail service from New York. 

[ Letter from Cosmopolitan Bank and Trust Company, March 24, 1!>06.] 
With this we take the liberty of adding our request to that of the 

New Orleans Progre sive Union and others of our neighbors regarding 
the mail facilities e~pecially desired by the New Orleans business com­
munity from this city to New York. 

As you are aware, there i' now a fast train from New York hence to 
New Orleans, which is found to be of great service and advantage to 
the business interests of this city and section, bnt the mail leavin"' 
here for New Yorl{ is not made in the same time. leaving here at 7.15 
p. m. and reaching New Yor·k on the second day at 1 p. m., too late for 
the ordinary business transactions of that day called for by our mail, 
and hence we are put at a disadvantage by the delay in receipt of our 
letters in New York. 

).!ay we not, tberefo~·e. ask and urge your kind influence in the 
endeavor to have established from Nevv Orleans to New York a tJ·ain 
t hat will leave here at 4 p. m., which \\Ould make it due in New York 

on the second day out by 7 o'clock a . m., thus giving practically a 
saving of an additional day in the attention to the mail from here. 

It is needless to say to you tllat from tlle ituation and importance 
of New Orleans as the largest center in the South any such facilities 
would be of incalculable advantage to this section, and would be highly 
appreciated by the entire community. 

That it is the consensus of opinion of the financial interests of 
New Orleans that there should be esta.blished a train from that 
city to New York, leaving at about 4 p. m., and arriving on the 
second day at about 7 a. m., is evidenced by letters from the fol~ 
lowing banks, etc. : 

Interstate Trust and Banking Company. 
New Orleans Stock Exchange. 
New Orleans Progres ive Union. 
New Orleans National Bank. 
Teutonia Bank and Trust Company. 
German-American National Bank. 
Bank of Orleans. 
Morgan State Bank. 
Hibernia Bank and Trust Company. 
New Orleans Cotton Exchange. 
A. Baldwin & Co. (Limited) . 
Whitney-Central National Bank. 
Citizens' Bank of Louisiana. 
Metropolitan Bank. 
Colonial Bank and Trust Company. 

DUTY TO SOUTH. 

Mr. Chairman, in passing upon this question of a fast rail­
way mail service for the Southern States it is our duty to look 
at the situation presented to-day in that section of the Union. 
It is true that we do not have in the South large cities such as 
they ha\e in the North and which force the railroads there to 
expedite their trains in order to secure business. 

GROWING S OUTH. 

But our cities and towns all exhibit a gratifying increase. 
This is espedally the case in my own city of New Orleans. 
What is true of the towns and cities--of New Orleans, Galves- · 
ton, Vicksburg, Memphis, Nashville, Mobile, and Atlanta- is 
also true of the Soutllern States in which they lie. There is a 
large, steady, and gratifying increase of the population. 

The State of Loui iana so far exceeded the average rate of 
increase for the Union that she became entitled to an additional 
Member of Congre s under each of the two r ival plans of reap­
portionment presented to us in 1901. Such comparatively 
new and fertile States as Kansas and Nebraska did not present 
an equal increase with Louisiana, although they possess great 
resources and are located on great lines of railroads. For a long 
period after the civil war, depressed and discouraged by military 
rule, by reconstruction, negro and. carpetbag ascendency the 
South made little or no progress. But as these evils wer'e re­
moved or mitigated the South begau to put on a new life. The 
tree apparently dead began to put forth leaves and branches. 
and already we behold the fruit. 

AGRICULTURE IMPROVED. 

Our cotton crop hns been largely de\eloped and for some years 
past prices have been remunerative. Other crops have done 
well. The cotton seed once deemed useless has been converted 
into a most valuable product. Every branch of agriculture lllU3 
improved. 

DEVELOP:MENT IN MINI -G. 

Our mines of iron and coal ha\e been developed and we now 
manufacture pig iron cheaper than any country in the worl<l. 
We are making steel and selling it abroad. Both of these indus­
tries are yet in their infancy. There is hardly any limit to their 
respective growth. 

1-I"'EW .MILLS. 

Cotton mills are going up every day. ·we are manufacturing 
coarse cottons cheaper than any other people in the world .. 
Our mills are making the highest grades of cotton goods, and it 
is only a question of time when the South shall monopolize the 
cotton manufacture of this country and export these goods 
freely to other lands. [Applause.] 

Mn.ny otller kinds and forms of manufacturing indush-y are 
rapidly springing up. There is hardly one of tllem that can be 
mentioned in which the South does not pos. ess equal or supe­
rior advantages to any other section of this Union. 

SHIPBUILDP.IG INDUSTRY. 

Shipbuilding, which bas been regarded as exclusi•ely a 
northern industry, is now being actively prosecuted at Newport 
News and on the James Ri•er, in Virginia. In this rapid for­
ward movement of agriculture, manufactures, ann commerce 
is it not clear to every intelligent mind that rapid, frequent 
mails are an essential, necessary ingredient? This rapid com­
munication between the South and the North and East is nee-
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essacy to each-to all the country. [Applause.] To deny it 
would be a reproach and a scandal. 

'.filis, Ilowe•er, i only a part of the story. It is evident that 
we are on the threshold of a larger, greater commerce with 
Soutil America, tile West Indies, including Cuba, 1\fexico, and 
Central America, than e\er before. All these countries are 
rapidly de"Veloping. They are attracting immigration, capital, 
and are about to impro\e their grand resources. 

PA...1';AhlA CANAL. 

The building of the Panama Canal, now an assured fact, will 
gi"Ve a special stimulus to this coming trade. Cuba, freed from 
tile yoke of Spain, exhibits fourfold activities. The South is, or 
will be in close touch with all these countries. Your mails and 
:rour richest products must pass through her ports and gateways 
in order to reach these countries. Surely this is no hour for a 
narrow \ision, a contracted policy, or a neglect of the agencies 
wilich stimulate commerce and enhance the wealth, power, and 
glory of our Republic. [Applause.] 

REHABILITATION OF SOUTH. 

I must not omit to state that this work of southern rehabilita­
tion and progre. s is mainly, almost exclusively, the work of our 
own sons. It is not the creation of northern men or the re ult 
of foreign immigration. The immigrants from the Northern 
Stntes or from Europe have followed the lines of climate. They 
haye go,11e West. More of our sons have gone North and West 
than the number who have reenforced our ranks of labor and 
production. We have a right to be proud of this fact. We are 
paying our full share of the expenses of this Government. Our 
rops of cotton, tobacco, and other exports go far to swell your 

favorable balance of trade and bring back foreign gold. We 
pay Ileavily for appropriations in which we reap no benefit, and 
it is a very small return to allow this moderate mail appropria­
tion, so important to our commerce, to remain undisturbed. 
[Loud applause.] 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
The committee informally rose; and the Speaker having taken 

the cilair as Speaker pro tempore, a message from the Senate, 
by Mr. PA.&:KI so~. its reading clerk, announced that the Senate 
had passed without amendment bills of the following titles: 

H. R. 13154. An act for the relief of John T. Irion ; 
H. R. 16140. An act to authorize the maintaining and operat­

ing for toll an ex:i ting structure across Ingaloo River, known as 
"Knox's bridge," at a point where said river is the boundary be­
hYeen the States of South Carolina and Georgia; 

H. Il. 9163. An act authorizing tile Secretary of the Interior 
to issue patent to the Scandinavian Evangelical Lutheran Little 
Missouri Ri\er congregation to certain lands for cemetery pur­
poses; and 

H. R. 2996. An act to reimburse Capt. Sydney Layland for 
sums paid by him while master of the United States transport 
Mobile in July and August, 1898. 

The message al o announced that the 'ice-President had ap­
pointed Mr. PETTUS and Mr. G.ALLI:NGE.& members of the joint 
committee on the part of the Senate as provided for in the act 
of February 1G, 1 89, entitled "An act to authorize and provide 
for the disposition of useless papers in the Executive Depart­
ments," for the disposition of useless papers in tile Treasury 
Department. 

'l'Ile message also announced that the Vice-President had ap­
pointed 1\Ir. NEWLANDS as conferee on the bill (H. R. 12707) to 
enable the people of Oklahoma and of the Indian Territory to 
form a constitution and State government and be admitted into 
the Union on an equal footing with the orig~nal States ; and to 
enable the people of New Mexico and of Arizona to form a consti­
tution and State government and be admitted into the Union on 
an equal footing with the originat States" in place of 1\fr. PAT­
TERSON, excused from further service. 

POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The committee resumed its session. 
1\Ir. MOON of Tennessee. 1\lr. Chairman, I yield ten minutes 

to th~ gentleman from North Carolina [1\fr. PAGE]. 
Mr. PAGE. Mr. Chairman, it had been my purpose during 

the consideration of the bill now before the House to make 
some remarks at some length, particularly upon the subject of 
railway mail pay, which I think is, on the dense routes, exce -
siye ·but circumstances have been such, or my modesty has .been 
so g{·eat, that I have not forced myself upon this committee for 
tllat purpose; and now, in the few moments that have been as­
signed me by my friend from Tennessee [Mr. 1\looN], I want 
simply to touch a few of those things that have been discus!"ed 
by gentlemen who have preceded me. The· conduct of those gen­
tlemen who have discussed particularly one fea ture of tile bill 
under consideration, namely, the appropriation to facilitate the 
mui1s.-and I use this word in deference to their delicate senses-

to expedite the mail between Washington and New Orle:ms, 
leads me to remark that these gentlemen, who are usually so 
courteous, who are usually so well possessed of tileir tempers, 
hm·e, it seems to me, departed from their daily custom. 1\fy 
amiable colleague from North Carolina [~!r. SMALL], who has 
made for himli:elf here, as at home, a reputation for courte. y 
and gentlemanly conduct, so far forgot himself in the ~eat of 
discussion in his speech on yesterday as to impress me witl1 
being discourteous to one of his colleagues from his own State 
[l\lr. WEBB]. Mr. WEnB made a statement, and my colleague 
[Mr. SMALL] challenged that statement and challenged him to 
prove his assertion. When l\lr. WEBB interrupted ·him for the 
purpose of proving the statement that Ile had made, my col­
league refused to let him do it, and so my purpose upon this 
floor now, as much as any other thing, is to make peace between 
the members of my own delegation. 

Mr. SMALL. l\lay I interrupt the gentleman a moment? 
1\lr. PAGE. Certainly, sir. 
l\lr. SMALL. The interruption, as I understand it, was for 

the purpose of quoting a statement made by the Second Assistant 
Postmaster-General. I challenged the gentleman to produce any 
uch statement by that official. I was met by the r ply that be 

bad a private letter from the Postmaster-General in response to 
one that he had written, and I declined, and, I think, properly 
declined, to permit a letter from the Postmaster-General, l\Ir. 
Uortelyou, to be interpolated into my remarks, not intending any 
discourte y wilateYer. · 

l\fr. WEBB. Mr. Chairman--
Tile CII.AIRMAN. Does the gentleman yield? 
l\lr. PAGE. I yield to my colleague. 
Mr. WEBB. My colleague [Mr. SMALL] seems to object that 

I wanted to put into his speech a statement from the Postmas­
ter-General. I insisted that the letter which I have, and which 
was written on the 7th of this month, three days ago, was not 
only signed by the Postmaster-General, but was initialed. and 
countersigned " W. S. S.," which means William S. Shallen­
berger, the Second Assistant Postmaster-General, and in that 
letter Ile says as to whether the withdrawal of special-facility 
pay by Congress would cripple the mail service between \\'ash­
ington and Atlanta "that no apprehension is felt that the serv­
ice would be crippled." That is the statement which I wanted 
to get into the RECORD. [Applause.] 

1\Ir. S~lALL. But I would sugge t that the letters from the 
vice-president of the Southern Railway and from the prc,...icleilt 
of the Atlanta and West Point, as read by the gentleman from 
Louisiana [Mr. l\1EYER] this morning, contain the positiye tate­
ment that this specal train 97, under the present schedule for 
expediting tile mails, will not be continued if tbi aprJropriatbn 
is withheld. and I take it that they know more about the matter 
than does the Postmaster-General. 

Mr. PAGE. Mr. Chairman, I am obliged to my colleagues 
for the explanations which they have both made. 

Now, there was one other st.:'ltement made by my colleague 
[Mr. SMALL] that I want to gi\e him the opportunity to correct 
on this .floor. In his speech on yesterday he charged that those 
gentlemen wilo had opposed this appropriation to facilitate tbe 
mail between Washington and New Orleans had uniformly yoted. 
for tbe appropriation to expedite the mails between the Pacific 
coast and tbe island of Tahiti. 

!llr. GAH ES of Tennessee. Will the gentleman yield for a 
moment? 

Mr. PAGE. No, sir; not now. I refute the charge, nnd if 
my language is parliamentary, and if no one will ask to Ilave it 
taken down, I will say that that statement i untrue as touching 
quite a number of gentlemen upon this floor. 

1\lr. WILLIAM W. KITCHIN. Including myself. 
1\fr. WEBB. And including me. · 
Mr. Sl\IALL. May I interrupt the gentleman? 
1\fr. PAGE. Certainly. 
1\fr. SMALL. I believe it will be admitted that up to the time 

that I brought the attention of the House yesterday to the 
subsidy for the mail from San Francisco to Tahiti, that par­
ticular subsidy had not been mentioned in this debate. I be­
lieYe the gentleman will admit that. 

1\fr. PAGE. Yes. 
1\lr. WILLIA.l\1 W. KITCHIN. You brought it in yesterday, 

but it has been debated on the floor of the House in previous 
sessions of Congress, and we ha-ve knocked it out, and the Senate 
ha afterwards put it in. 

Ur. SMALL. There had been no opposition to it in this 
debate. 

Mr. GAINES of Tennessee. Will the gentleman yield? 
The CHAIRMAN. To whom does the gentleman yield? 
1\lr. PAGE. I do not yield to anyone. As touching the 

appropriation itself, I have very little to say. My record in 
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the brief time I have been in Congress speaks for itself. I 
have uniformly voted against this appropriation for the reason 
that I have not l>elieved, nor do I believe, that it is necessary 
to facilitate the mails into that section from which I come. 
[.Applause.] 

~lr. Chairman, I refute the charge that the section which is 
represented on this floor by seven gentlemen, four from the 
State -of North Carolina and three fTom the State of South 
Carolina, in which more than one-third of the cotton that is 
manufactured in America is manufactured, that a section that 
is prosperous, not only in this line, but along e'\"'ery other line, 
tl!ere is any necessity for it to come to the National Govern­
ment as a sup]1liant for its bounty. [.Applause.] 

I believe, ~Ir. Chairman, that the great business of that sec­
tion will bri!J.g to it all the facilities for mail and other things 
that it needs or that it cares to have. There are other rail­
roads running into that great section that I in part represent 
upon this ficor. and their trains go with all the speed that up­
to-date locomotives built by skilled Americans can carry them 
without being paid any bounty by anyone. I believe too much 
in that section from which I come, in its present prosperity, 
in its glorious future, and I believe that there is not one iota 
of necessity for this appropriation from the National Go'Vern­
ment; and ns long as I so belieye my yote shall be recorded 
against it. 

l\Ir. Chairman, passing from this, I want to say one other 
thing. There is in the bill under consideration a provision 
m::ule for the weighing of all the second-class matter by the 
postmasters during the last six: months of this year. Anything 
on earth that will bring to the attention of this House or the 
committee information that will bring them to solye the great 
problem of facilitating mails meets with my approvaL But it 
seems to me, Mr. Chairman, that in connection with this pro­
'Vision and remarks made by gentlemen on this floor during 
this discussion tllat I sec something other than information. 
As long as magazines and other periodicals of this counh·y 
were engaged in the expoRition of the graft and greed of in­
surance presidents and others who are high in the financial 
world, in taking the money that did not belong to them, every­
body bid them all-hail and alH:~peed. But the very moment 
it was discovered that the Uepublican party became the bene­
ficiaries of the pilferings of these men, then the edict has gone 
forth and the writers of these articles haye become the " men 
with the muck rake." [Laughter and applause on the Demo­
crat ic side.] .And in the future you will find that the magazines 
will not any more have the privilege of the penny postage. 
[AJ1plause on the Democratic side.] 

Mr. SULZEJR. Mr. Chairman, as the House of Representa­
ti-ves is now in Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union, I desire to take advantage of the time at my dis­
posal to say a few words in reooard to a matter I deem of much 
public moment and of Yital importance to all the people in our 
land. I refer to the preservation of one of the greatest scenic 
wonders in all the world-::\iagara Falls. 

There arc pending in Congress at the present time several 
bills, any one of which, I believe, .if enacted into law, will go 
far to effectually put a stop for a long time to come to the 
further devastation of these wonderful waterfalls by the sordid 
hand of industrialism and the greedy selfishness of commercial­
ism; but thus far, I regret to say, no action has been taken 
regarding the matter, and I y-ery much fear that unless some­
tl.ting is done, and very Epeedily done, this session of Congress 
will adjourn without anything l>eing accomplished to protect 
Niagara Falls from further spoliation. 

I appeal to-day to those :Members in this House who llave in 
charge this important matter to l.Je up and doing, so that ere 
we adjourn there will be a law upon the Federal statute books 
that will make it impossible for any more water for commercial 
purposes to be diverted from Niagara River-a law that will 
protect and preserve the beauty and the grandeur of this won­
der of wonders, in so far as Congress can do so, for generations 
yet to come. [A.pplause.] 

.~.:!r. Chairman, the "thunder of waters " of the aborigines, 
the most awe-inspiring spectacle ever seen by a human being, 
the promised land of all lovers of natural scenery, the scenic 
Mecca toward which millions of people travel ey-ery :renr 
from all parts of the world-the tumultuous, tremendous, thun­
dering Niagara Falls-must not be destroyed, but must be pre­
scr\ed in all its marvelous splendor by thi~ generation for nil 
the ages yet to come. This is our duty. We are charged with 
this responsibility. We can not and. we must not evade it. 
'l'hese Niagara Falls do not belong to any country or to any 
pE:ople. They are the inalienable heritage of humanity, and one 
generation must preserve them in all their power and in nll 
their beauty for t he benefit of the next generation. This is the 

unwritten law of the eternal rights of mankma, and we must 
not prove false to our trust or recreant to our responsibility. 

The devastation of Niagara Falls is a crime against genera­
tions yet unborn, and if we permit the piratical interests of 
utilitarian industrialism, so rampant in this practicable age, to 
go on with the spoliation of this magnificent gift of the Cre~tor 
of the universe, we will be false to the great trust humanity has 
reposed in us and the future will justly hold us up to obloquy 
and contempt and execration. 

We are the h·ustees of the free institutions of the fathers and 
of the natural grandeur and scenic glory of our beautiful land, 
charged by the sacred rights of mankind to transmit them un­
impaired to future generations; and if we fail to preserve and 
protect the institutions of the fathers, and every beautiful pic­
ture in nature's art gallery for those who are to come after us 
we will be false to our duty, recreant to the solemn trust re­
posed in us, and justly censurable by those who will follow 
after us. 

.Mr. Chairman, the mighty surplus waters of the Great Lakes, 
as they dash in torrential waves through the narrow confines of 
Niagara lliver for 32 miles and then tumultuously plunge in . 
myriad-colored volumes over the precipitous falls of Niagara, is 
one of the greatest, one of the grandest, and one of the most 
glorious wonders of the earth-the most awe-inspiring spectacle 
of its kind little man has ever beheld. You must see it to ap· 
preciate it. No tongue can do it justice. No pen can describe 
it. No painter can picture it. But it is not so much the height 
of the falls that beggru·s description-it is the im..rnensity of the 
volume of water that jumps and le:ips and tumbles and rages 
and roars and thunders over the falls that makes them as 
unique as they ai·e glorious and indescribable. 

The waters of the Great Lakes are discharged through the 
Niagara Riyer into Ontario, and then on and on oceanward 
through the St. Lawrence. The mean leYel of Lake Erie is 
about 572 feet and that of Lake Ontario about 24G feet above 
the se:1. Leaving Lake Eric at Buffalo the Niagara River is 
navigable and flows with a moderate slope to a short distance 
below the 'Velland River, about 19 mileR, in whicll distance it 
bas a fall of something like 14 feet. The slope here is sud­
denly increased and the river ceases to be navigable. In the 
next half mile it has a fall of about 50 feet, forming the rapids 
al>ove the falls. It is divided by Goat Island into two arms of 
equal size, that on the Canadian side carrying, it is said, about 
EeYen times the ...-olume of water caiTied on the American side. 
At the foot of Goat Island the waters of both arms leap over a 
vertical precipice, constituting Niagara Falls proper, that on the 
Canadian side being known as the Horseshoe Fall, and that on 
the .American side being called the .American Fall. 'l'he height 
of the Horseshoe Fall is about 1Gl feet, and that of the 
American Fall about 165 feet. Immediately below the falls 
the river is again navigable for a short distance, and then 
assumes the character of magnificent rapids as far as Lewiston, 
7 miles from Ontario, where it again becomes na'Vigable and 
remains so until it enters Lake Ont!lrio. 

The Tolume of water flowing over the falls varies somewhat 
with the level of Lake Erie, which is subject at times to varia­
tions of several feet, depending upon rainfall, barometric pres­
sure, and the direction and force of the wind. At the menn 
level of Lake Erie the volume of discharge is about 200,000 
cubic feet per second. When you come to calculate it, the power 
of this tremendous \olume of water is almost incom]1rehen­
sible. This gigantic body of water gGing over tllese majestic 
falls every second, and the intensely interesting rapids above 
and below them, make Niagara Falls a place of indescrib!lblc 
scenery and in uniqueness and grandeur among the seven won-
ders of the earth. · 

Years ago the State of New York passed a law creating a 
beautiful park, consisting of about 400 acres, on the American 
side; and en~ry year the Stat e appropriates $25,000 for its care 
and maintenance. The Cnnadian go•ernment has also created 
by law a splendid park on the Canadian side, consisting of about 
700 acres. And these parks carefully maintained lend addi­
tional beauty and enjoyment to the inspiring wonders of nature. 

It is said, and inYestigation demonstrates it, that the falls are 
receding from natural causes, regardless of commercial dese­
cration, and in the many centuries to come will be only a 
shadow of their present greatness and glory. In looking O\er 
the surveys made by eminent engineers in 1842, 1875. 1886, and 
1800, I find that the American Fall has receded at the rate of 
O.G-:1 of a foot a year, or 30.75 feet between 184.2 and 1890, and 
the Horseshoe Fall during the same period, 2.18 feet annually .. 
or 104..51 feet in forty-eight years, a very much hjgher rate of 
recession than was eyer thought of prior to the second sm·1eY. 
in 1875. Of com·se the falls do not recede eyenly ; some parts of 
the crest remain more or less stationary, while others change 
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rapidly. The figures I have cited represent the points of gl?eatest or corporation to divert any of the waters from the Niagara. 
ac.tivity. According to this data, the total area of rock surface River for commercial purposes. The Niagara River is a navi­
which has disappeared at the American Fall bet\"veen 1842 and gable stream, and it being navigable, under the po"'"e1·s of 
1890 represents about 33.000 square feet, practically three- the Constitution, the laws of Congre s in regard to it are 
fourtils of an· acre. At the Horsesiloe Fall there has disappeared supreme. This being so, I contend that the Con"'reNs silould 
during the same period about 275,000 square feet, or over G without furtiler delay, pass a law along the Ilnes "'I have indi~ 
acres. In all descriptions of the American Fall we speak of one, cated, and if this is done it will effectually put a stop to tile 
although tilere are two, but the second one, called the "Luna State of New York granting any more francilises; and I hope 
Fall," is so small that it is seldom referred to, and is interesting tilat those alr~ady granted will be carefully investigated, and 
chiefly because it affords the sightseer an opportunity to go be- wherever possible, abrogated. 
hind the falling waters into the so-called." Cave of the Winds." But this Government can do more' than protect the American 

Geologists have given much study to Niagara Falls, and have side of the fal1s. It can act through its treaty-making powers. 
speculated as to the future length of life of this incomprehens- The Niagara River being the boundary between the United 
ible marv-el of nature, and how many thousands of years it will States and Canada, the United States and Great Britain bave 
take before the increasing thickness of the Niagara limestone, the undoubted right by treaty stipulation to impose sucb condi­
and the decreasing e:\..rposure of the soft underlying shales will tions and limitations upon the use of the river and it waters as 
reduce the height of the falls to a mere series of succeeding tiley deem proper. A h·eaty duly negotiated between · these two 
rapids; but I predict that if th~ present sordid selfishness of powers and ratified by the Senate of the United States would 
indu trial vandalism goes on, it will destroy tbe unrivaled be the supreme law· of the land; and if in such treaty it were 
beauty and diminish the incomparable grandeur of this gigantic provided that the waters of Nia~ara River should not be eli­
water inspiration of the world long before any <'hange is pro- verted for commercial purposes and this regulation be enfor ed 
duced by natural erosion. · by act of Congress the treaty and the legislation woulu be v-alid 

We can not stop the forces of nature in their unceasing work and constitutional-all the rights of the State of New York 
of desh·uction, but we can and we must fetter the sordid, selfish, and of private riparian owners to the contrary notwithstanding. 
spoliation of man. Such a treaty should be quickly negotiated, and I Ilope it will 

The great water power available at Niagara Falls attracted be. I believe that . the President is alive to the real s ituation, 
the attention of scheming commercialists at an early day, but and I trust be will negotiate a treaty with Great Britain at 
it was not until this immense power could be transmitted and the earliest practicable time to prevent the future spoliation of 
used in the form of elech·icity that its development on a large Niagara Falls. But pending the negotiation of this treaty we, 
scale became :financially profitable. Within recent years the the Members of Congress, have the right and the po\ver to enact 
Canadian government, or the Province of Ontario, and the State legislation as I have suggested that will effectually prevent the 
of New York have granted franchises, the value of which can further exploitation and devastation of Niagara Falls throuO'h 
not at this time be computed in figures, to corporations, allow- the granting of franchises by the Iegi lature of the State of .:. ·ew 
ing them to div-ert the waters from the falls and use its tre- York. Mr. Chairman, this Government must act in this matter, 
mendous force for power purposes. There are, I am informed, and act at once, before the cunning and pi:J;atical bands of 
a half dozen corporations on both sides of the river cilar- utilitarian industrialism destroy this mgnificent picture, the 
tered by the Province of Ontario, or the Canadian govern- gretest scenic wonder ever painted by the unen-ing hand of the 
ment, and the State of New York, and these soulless corpora- Infinite in the art gallery of nature. This generation must 
tions are doing more to-day to forever destroy these magnifi- pre erve in all its grandeur the magnificent water falls at 
cent falls than the forces of nature have done in all the ages Niagara from the spoliation of sordid commercialism and h·ans­
of the past. mit them unimpaired to future generations. If the executiYe 

This Government and Great Britain, acting separately or and the legislatiye branches of this Government will do their 
jointly, must stop this criminal exploitation of the falls for com- duty, and do it quick-ly, the Falls of Niagara will be sayed. 
mercia! purpose . It is a crime again t future generations, and [Loud applause.] 
the mo Gov-ernments concerned ought to take the matter in Mr. MOON of Tennessee. Mr. Chairman, I yield to the gen-
hand at once and put a stop to it for all time to come. Con- tleman from New Jersey [Mr. McDER~iOTT]. 
gress silould have done its duty in the premises long ago. These Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Chairman, with the approach of Easter 
magnificent falls do not belong to tbe State of New York or to come the stories of threatened ma-ssacre in Russia. Men and 
the Canadian government-they belong to the people of all tile boys, women and girls, babes in mothers' arms are to be slaugb­
world; and it is incumbent on this Gov-ernment and on the t ered by savage bigots, in whose brains the Russian Greek 
British Government to preserve and protect this magnificent Church seems to have· left no h·ace of mercy. 
wonder of nature and band it down to future generations witil In the name of Christ and the cross, men called "Christians~· 
all its beauty unimpaired and all its grandeur undiminished. baye tortured and slaughtered men, \Yomen, and children <lur-

We must pass sh·ingent laws to prevent the further granting ing eighteen hundred years. In the name of the cross bigots 
of franchises to greedy commercial interests by the State of baye per;"ecuted· each other, the Jew, and the heathen. During 
New York, and appeal to the Canadian government to take like seventeen hundred years of the Christian era nearly eYery 
action. The franchise heretofore granted by the legislature of fanatic who evolved from bis mean and miserable brain a 
the State of New York were granted with few re<:Jtrictions, and "command from heaven" cheerfully and diligently persecuted 
without a single dollar of compensation to the people; and the those of his fellow-men who disagreed with his insanity. 
money-making value of these francbi es, if they can not be fo r- Aroun~. the .st~ke, in t?e t,?rture chamber, and on tb~ field .of 
feited, is beyond the calculation of the human mind. Tile battle Cb~Istian soldiers have been transformed mto Wild 
Canadian· government, however, more wise and farseeing, did beast~, sparmg n~ne. . . . 
not grant a single franchise without important reservations Wh1le eng.aged m the congemal occupation ?f .murdermg each 
and full compensation; and I am informed that the tax or 
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other, frenzied zealots of. nearly all the Chnsban creeds have 
revenue the Province of Ontario or the Canadian gov-ernment, made com~on ca~se agamst the Je"·s. The w?rld bas been 
derives from the franchises heretofore granted to corporations drenched with !hei~ blood, as though God had giYen command 
to divert the waters from the falls of Niagara amounts to for the extermmatwn of those whom the Old Testament de­
about $300,000 annually. nominates "his c~osen . chil?ren." In. Chapter XI!I of neuter-

Bills are now pending in the legislature of the State of New onomy the followmg directions are g1ven for takmg care of a 
York. and. in the legislative as embly of the Province of Ontario, town where "false gods" are worshiped: 
granting additional franchises to corporations to divert the waters Thou shalt surely smite the inhabitants of that city with tlle edge 
of Niagara, and unless a stop is put to this ruthless and sordid of the sword, destroying it utterly, and all that is therein and the <'at-

tle thereof, with the edge of the sword. And thou shalt g-ather all the 
and selfish practice by the Governments of the United States and spoil of it into the midst of the street thereof, and shall burn with 
Great Britain by virtue of a treaty, it will not be so ·very many fire the city and all the spoil thereof. 
years before the beauties of Niagara, the wonders of the falls, 'l'bese directions were, according to the Old Te tament, re­
and all the grandeur of this inspiring and indescribable paint- vealed by God and written by Moses. If the legend could be 
ing-the grandest ever placed by the hand of the Infinite in changed to have the order written by Satan and issued from 
nature's um·ivaled scenic gallery-will be no more. bell, a very great work of ju tice ·would be done to the reputa-

Now, Mr. Chairman, what can the Congress do? What is our tions of both God and 1\Ioses. It is difficult to form a correct 
duty? How can we put a stop to the further devastation of this estimate of l'llo es, but it is certain that he is one of the great 
magnificent wonder which belongs to all the people of all the figures in the history of mankind. He was a great soldier, a 
world and for all the ages? I answer these questions by say- great statesman, a great man, and it is well to r edeem his name 
ing that the Congress of the United States can put a stop to the from slander. The directions were written long after his 
further destruction ·of Niagara Falls so far as tbe American side death, and the wretch who wrote them probably thought that 
is concerned by passing a law making it a crime for any person he was inspired-probably thought that his heart of rock and 
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brain of bate were under divine guidance, whereas he was 
merely ferocious and insane. The " commands " can not now be 
read without a shudder, and yet it would seem as if they bad 
been taken as a pattern for the use of the " Christian sword " 
in dealing with the Jews. 

In the Old ·world persecution of the Jews stains almost every 
chapter- of history. Before the Christian era those people were 
persecuted, murdered, enslaved; but this was in the regular 
course of eyents, the business of nations then being to persecute, 
murder, and enslave, a sort of orderly procedure in days when 
every nation was against every other nation, when war was 
constant when man bud not learned the dignity of labor. But 
it was ~ot until Christianity bad obtained dominion that the 
Jews were persecutet;l because they refused to ." accept C~rist. " 
From then the spirit of oppression bas grown. PersecutiOn of 
the Jews, becam:e they are Jews, is to-day tolerated in but few 
parts of the Christian world, so far as the statute books go ; 
but the spirit that is breathed in the words "Christ killer" is 
found in the eyes and on the tongues of Christians in the New 
World as well as in the old. It is not difficult to find the 
cause of this. Many people are, after a fashion, taught the 
Bible. Some read it. Nearly. all who are taught it and many 
of those wllo read it get the idea that nearly nineteen hundred 
years ago the Je,vs crucified Christ; that his cruel death is to be 
ever a subject of sorrow, and that the Jews are, unless they giye 
evid(mce by conversion that they join in that sorrow, to be 
bated and bounded even unto death. 

Persecution of Jews bas always ceased with apostacy. It is 
so in Russia to-day. There the Jew who will say that he be­
lieves in the Russian Greek Church becomes a man before the 
law, and his life and property are safe. He is no longer • 
"Christ killer." .Against those Jews who refuse to forsal~e the 
beliefs of their fathers the bigots of the Russian church proceed 
with sword an.d torch, and never so .ferociously as on the anni­
Yersary of the day when Christ is supposed to have ri.sen f1lom 
the dead. .At Easter the Russians greet each other, the first 
speaker saying, " Christos voscress " (Christ is risen), and the 
response is always "Vo istiney voscress" (He is risen, indeed). 
Anyone who bas Yisited Russia or studied the history of its 
people knows what vague ideas are embraced in these Easter 
greetings. There-and perbaps here-there is a belief that the 
resurrected Christ triumplled over his enemies-the Jews. The 
greetings over, horror follO\YS. We can not effectiyely remon­
·strate to the Russian Government, asking it to prevent the ·mur­
ders and outrages that follow the dawn of Easter; but we can 
ask the church of that Government to interfere. \Ve can, ob­
serving eYery propriety, ask thnt the power of that church be 
uEed to preyent recurrence of brutalities that .shock the ciYi­
lized world. We can do more than this. We can set an exam­
ple. We can teach the men, women, and children of our O'\Vn 
land to array themselYes on the side of truth. We can teach 
in press and pulpit, that the statement that Je.sus Christ was 
crucified by the Jewish nation is the wickedest falsehood that 
ever fell from human lips. 

If Christ was a mortal, if he was the son of Joseph and 1\lary, 
born in the good old-fashioned way, he was crucified by the 
Romans. If be was the Son of God, be was crucified by the di­
rection of bi!3 Father. Un<ler neither proposition can the Jews 
be held accountable. If he was a mortal, be was the prisoner 
of Rome, and the Jews, as a race, never cried for his blood. 

Let us look at the evidence. The sayings that are credited 
to ~Iattbew, Mark, Luke, and John agree that Christ was 
popular with the Jews at Jerusalem. lie had advocated what 
seemed to him necessary reforms. Those in charge of the 
Temple- objected. He called them harsh names, and the com­
mon people seem to have agreed. 

1\fntthew says that when the chief priests and Pharisees 
w~..1ld have laid bands on Jesus, after be bad driven the traders 
out of the Temple, they dared not do so, because " they feared 
the multitude." 

l\fatthew and 1\lark agree that when the priests and scribes 
consulted, at the hour~e of Caiapbas, about the killing of Jesus 
they agreed that it should not be done on a feast day "lest 
there be an uproar among the people." 

Luke says that all the people were attentive to Christ, and 
that when he taught in the Temple all the people came early 
in tile morning to bear Him, and adds: ".And the chief priests 
and scribes sought bow they might kill him, for they feared 
the people." 

When these accounts were written no man knows or bas in­
formation upon which to found a reasonable guess, but in the 
dis"ussion of this subject there is not any other testimony 
to be considered, because there is not any other testimony 
obtainable. This seems certain: The Jews did not have power 
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to put Christ to- death, ·and Pontius Pilate did not care any­
thing about the religious controversies of the Jew . It is cer­
tain that Christ was accused of treason, and it is certain that 
he was executed by Roman soldiers. That Pontius Pilate did 
not desire to pronounce judgment; that his wife . was opposed 
to it; that be "washed .his bands" of the mntter, and then 
told the centurions to proceed with the crucifixion; all these 
propositions seem to me absurd. Pontius Pilate cared nothing 
for the shouts of a rabble. It may be that he \\US somewhat 
in disfavor at Rome, that be feared it might be reported there 
that be had shielded one who was charged with tre:1son, but 
this can not be made to agree with the story that be first ac­
quitted and then executed his prisoner. To have reported such 
a proceeding to his Emperor would have been to invite disgrace 
and dismissal. 

But let us take the story as it is generally taught. Let uz::~ 
suppose that a rabble, incited by the priests, made enough noise 
to induce Pontius Pilate to pronounce judgment of death. How, 
in the name of common sense, does this place the crucifixion 
upon the Jewish race? When a mob lynches a prisoner in New 
Jersey or Delaware or South Carolina we do not say that the 
victim was lynched by the .American people. The mob that 
yelled at Pontius Pilate was wholly witlwut authority to say 
that its doings should become a charge against the Jewish race. 
A mob can not charge its wrongdoings to the debit account of a 
nation, and yet so liberal a writer as Ernest Renan, after quot­
ing from Mark, says : 

It was, then, neither Tiberius nor l'il.ate who condemned .Jesus. It 
was the old .Jewish party. It was the Mosaic law. 

According to our modern ideas, there is no inheritance of guilt fr·om 
father to son. Each must account to human or divine justice only for 
that which he himself has done. Every Jew who to-day suffers for the 
murder of Jesus has, therefore, a right to complain, foi· he might have 
heen a Simon the Cyrenean, or at least not have been one of those who 
cried " Crucify him! " But nations, like individuals, have thei r re­
sponsibility. If ever a crime was the crime of a nation, it was surely 
the crucifixion of Jesus. His death was "legal in the sense that it was 
primarily caused by a law which was the very soul of the nation." 

.Admitting for the moment that Christ was crucified under the 
Jewish law, it may be well for Christians to remember that the 
law is not found in a secular volume. It is, in all its beauty, 
found in the thirteenth chapter of Deuteronomy, and the chil­
dren in our Sunday schools are taught that it was written by 
Moses, under divine guidance, shortly before his death. It 
reads: 

6. If tby brother, the son of thy mother, or thy son, or thy. daughter, 
or the wife of thy bosom, or thy friend, which is as .thine own soul, en· 
ticP thee secretly, saying, Let us go and serve other gods, which thou 
hast not known, thou, nor thy fatl).ers ; 

7. Namely, of· the gods of the people which are round about you, 
nigh unto thee or far off from thee, from the one end of the earth even 
unto the other end of the earth; . 

8. Thou shalt not consent tmto him, nor hearken unto him; neither 
shall thine eye pity him; neither shalt thou spare; neither shalt thou 
conce::ll him; 

V. But thou shalt surely kill him ; thine hand shall be first upon 
him to put him to death; and afterwards the hand of all the people. 

10. And thou shalt stone him with stones, that he die; because he 
hnth sought to thrust thee away from the Lord thy God, which brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage. 

.According to the Christian religion these directions were per­
fectly good until the Christian era. The New Testament does 
not tell us that God repented for having taught rrien that they 
should murder their children if tbe latter made the slip of get­
ting on bowing terms with the gods in the next county. The 
Christian religion amended the old law; it taugQ.t new rules, but 
it never declared that the rules laid down in Deuteronom:v were 
unconstitutional, and to-day the Christian churches teach that 
the old law was all right in its day. If this is so, then, for oyer 
a thousand years the Jews were taught, under divine inspiration, 
tllat they bad no higher duty than to kill whoever attempted to 
teach them a new religion. · 

I do not believe that a sane god ever dictated any such dii'tC­
tions, or that Moses ever wrote them. But Renan is wrong in· 
saying that Christ was crucified under this law. He was put to 
death, not for assailing the Mosaic law, but because be was ac­
cused of treasqn to Tiberius. .According to l\.Iatthew, the Roman 
soldiers set over the bead of Christ his accusation : 

This is J esus, the King of the Jews. 
Mark says : 
And the superscription of his accusation was written, "The King of 

the Jews." 
Luke says: 
And a superscription also was written over him in letters of Greek 

and Latin and Hebrew, "This is the King of the Jews." 
John is said to have heard of it in this fashion: 
And Pilate wrote a title and put it on the cross. And the writing 

was, "Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews." Then said the chief 
priests of the .Jews to Pilate, "Write not the King of the Jews, but tbat 
be said I am the King of the .Jews." Pilate answered, "What I have 
written I have written." 
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Christ w-as not stoned to de;:tth upder the l\losuic law. Ile 
wn crucified under the Roman law. According to John, Pilate 
said to the accusers : 

Take ye Him and judge Him according to your law. 
The Jews answered : 
It is not lawful for us to put any man to death. 
l\lattllew says that the mob cried, "His blood be on us and on 

our children." Neither, l\lark, Luke, nor John ever heard of tbi 
invocation, and it was probably interpolated in the "Gospel 

. according to St. l\fattllew " after the Christian religion had been 
preaclleU. to the Romans. Ta.citus bad written that, in the reign 
of Tiberius, Christ was " brought to punishment by Pontius 
Pilate, the procurator." Some one may have thought it would be 
easier to establish the Christian religion at Rome if the Roman 
governor and his army could be relieved from the stain of the 
crucifixion. , 

If Christ was a mortal, His crucifixion was one of the regret­
table incidents of this world. If He was a mortal, He was a 
martyr, and this whether He suffered death because He desired 
to reform the management of the Temple or w-as intent upon re­
moving the Roman yoke from the neck of His people. 

But it is not because a human being was crucified that the 
Jews are per ecuted. It is because they are charged with hav­
ing crucified the Son of God. The words and spirit of the New 
Te tament-the whole theory of the Christian religion-prove 
that this miserable charge should be abandoned. God created 
and peopled the world; man was weak and fell, and continued 
in his wicked ways until God -drowned all living things, except a 
few and the fishes. It would probably have been better if Noah 
and his fa.mily had been drowned also and a fresh start taken. 
The saved generated wickedness, and the accountability of the 
human race for original sin continuing, God ordained a scheme of 
salvation which included the crucifuion of His son. Accepting 
this as true, bow can the Jews be held accountable for the death 
of that · Son. If an omnipotent God orders anything done, the 
human instruments selected to carry out IIis orders can not be 
charged with the acts commanded. The doctrine of repondeat 
superior applies. 

If what happened could have been pre-vented by the Romans 
or by the Jews, then the New Testament is worthless. Let us 
as~ume that the Jews crucified Christ. Could they have d::me 
otherwise? Were they greater than God? According to - the 
Bible the crucifixion was arranged for by the Father. Why 
blam~ the Jews or the Romans or any other mortals? They did 
not know what they were doing. The Roman soldiers did not 
believe that they were crucifying the Son of God; they did not 
know that tlley were crucifying God himself. Why blame the 
instruments? Why persecute the descendants ? 

According to the synoptic gospels and according to John, the 
arra\1gements for the crucifixion--e-very detail-were made by 
Almighty God, and were known to Chri ~t. 

hccording to Matthew, Christ predicted His death, entomb­
ment, and resurrection, saying: "For as Jonas was three days 
and three nights in the whale's belly, so shall the Son of man be 
three nights in the heart of the earth." 

Christ told His disciples that He must go unto Jerusalem and 
suffer many things and be crucified. He told Peter, James, and 
John not to publish the details of IIis transfiguration "until the 
Son of man be risen from the dead." He said: " The Son of. 
man shall be betrayed into the hands of men and they shall kill 
Ilim." He said "that He " came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give His life, a ransom for many." He fell on 
His face and prayed, " 0 my Father, if it be possible, let tllis 
cu11 pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as Thou wilt." 

When one of His di ciples would have resisted the capture, 
Jesus said that He could, by praying to His Father, obtain for 
His defense "more than twelve legions of angels," and added : 
"But how, then, tshall the Scriptures be fulfilled that it mm:t be ?" 

Moses and Elias talked to Jesus about His "decease which 
lie should accomplish at Jerusalem." He said to His disciples: 

Behold we go up to .Terusalem, and all things that are written by the 
prophets concerning the Son of man shall be accomplished. 

According to Luke, Christ predicted that He should be de­
livered to the Gentiles, mocked, spitted on, scourged, and cruci­
fied. When Pontius Pilate told Jesus that he had power to 
crucify or release Him, Je. us answered that the Roman had no 
power except 1t was given from above. Everything that was 
done was done in order "that the Scriptures might be fulfilled." 
Tnl~e this proposition from the New Testament, and the scherue 
of salvation is gone. Whoever ·w-rote the "Gospel according to 
St. John," realized this, and these words are there credited to 
Christ: 

As the Father .knoweth me, even so know I the Father; and I lay 
down my life for the sheep. No man taketh it from me, but I lay it 
down myself. I have power to law it down, and I have power to take 
It again. This commandment have I received from the Father. 

The .Jews refuse to believe that their ancestors ct;ucified the 
Son of God. They are told that those who believe shall be 
saved, while those who doubt shall be damned. They an wer 
that the proposition does not conform to the .Mosaic law, and 
on this point they are beyond contradiction. 'They did not 
believe, and do not believe, that Herod slew all the male chil­
dren "that were in Bethlehem and all the borders thereof from 
2 years old and under." They have not as yet been al>le to 
make this story in Matthew azree with that of Luke, who snys 
that Jesus was t..'lken to Jerusalem a few days after His birth . 
They say that they can not understand why, if Jo epb was not 
the father of Jesus, IIis mother should say to Him when He was 
at the age of- 13, found in the Temple, " Son, why hast Thou 
thus dealt with me? Behold, Thy father and I have sought 
Thee, sorrowing." 

'.To the Jews of nineteen hundred years ago and to the Jews 
of to-day the New Te tament did not and does not appeal with 
sufficient force to produce belief. The miracles did not con­
vince them. The Christian creed was very indefinite for cen­
turies. St. Paul said: 

If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt be­
lieve in thy heart that God has raised him from the dead, thou shn.lt 
be saved. . 

The Jews could not find the redeeming quality in this belief. 
They answered : 

If Christ was God, or the Son of God, and was crucified and was 
rai ed from the dead, of what consequence is it whether we believe it 
or not? 

When the Christians, in the early days, quarreled about . their 
creed, the Jews were not aided. In the fourth century the 
creed was settled. Constantine, having embraced Chrf. tiunity, 
called or sugge ted a council of bishops. It is not to be chargetl 
against the council that Constantine was one of the vile t 
murderers that ever disgraced the name of man. The council 
prQ.lllulgated a creed. The Jews said, and yet say, that this 
creed is beyond human comprehension. The trouble with them 
is that they lacked and yet lack faith, and it is sure that no one 
without faith can clearly understand that creed. To anyone 
with faith it is as clear as the Book of Revelations. Not having 
faith, the Jews have not understood, and not understa.ndinoo they 
ba ve not accepted. It might ha-ve been better if something had 
been pre ented which would have allowed comprehen ion to pre­
cede belief; but it was and is, nevertheless. according to tho~e 
who did and do understand, most reprehensible for the Jews to 
remain obstinate. Let this be admitted. I not their punisll­
ment pre cribed? Are they not to suffer in bell everla ting? 
Are they not to be boiled and baked and burned through count­
less h·illions of years? This will, as I understand it, be suffi­
cient to satisfy an offended God. 

Why, then, should the prospect not be sufficient to sati~f.v 
those who believe in peace on earth, good will to men, and 
the possibility of hell hereafter? Let the church of Hu !;ia 
speak! Let the Czar speak! He is the bead of that church. 
Not one in a thousand Russians knows that Christ was a Jew. 
The Rus ian Greek Church bas in its po~ e Rion many bushels 
of relics. It has sticks and stones and bones and ra~c;. It 
proclaims that it has a garment worn by Chric;t; that it hns 
some of his blood; that it bas a picture of the Ble~~ed Virgin, 
drawn by .st. Luke; that it has the hand of St. .Mark and the 
bones of the Prophet Daniel. That there is any efficacy in tlw~e 
relics is not belie-ved by anyone outside of. the RuR!:lian Church, 
l>ut within that church they can be made in trument of com­
mand. Let the churches of Russia resound with the cry th:1t 
the band of St. l\Iark is the hand of a Jew. Tell the peap!e 
that the garment of Christ was worn by a Jew. Tell tho~e 
wllo crowd the churches that on the day of final judgment 
.Jesus Christ will hold court with tw-elve Jews us associate 
jud~es. 'l'ell the congregations that those who murder Jews 
will be punished in the next world-will be condemned to et<'r­
nal punishment. Use the relics. The day will come when they 
will be cast aside, but that day is m'1uy generations af!lr. 
Wllile they are paraded, let it be in thf' cnu"e of humanity. 
The Russian Greek Church has done little or no good on thi 
earth. It has not taught peace nnd good will; it hns walked 
with the wicked and the cruel. It has not done its duty to the 
age in which it is tolerated. 

In the greater part of the civilized world philosophy, science, 
and commerce have secured men from the fangs of fero cious 
bigots. We know that there never wns and nm-er can be a 
martyr without a murderer. We know that there is not a 

·single word in the accredited sayings of Christ that wil1 justify 
the murder of a human being. We no longer burn witches; we 
no longer wage wars of extermination. We no longer us tb~ 
torture chamber, the stake, or the faggot. We no lon~er he­
lieve that God employs the merciless to execute his commnnus. 
.We no longer believe that the blood of infants is demanded by .a 
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heavenly fiend. We have not yet fully learned the lesson of 
true toleration; but we are advancing. It would be impossible 
to-day for any king who bad murdered his wife to successfully 
start a new Christian church, or for a man who had burned his 
friend at the stake to be heard on religious questions. The 
plea of religious belief is no longer accepted as an excuse for 
crime. This is so in every country that bas a true claim to 
civilization. It is not true in Russia because Russia is not 
a civilized country. It is better than it was fifty years ago; 
far better than it was a century ago. It is emerging from the 
darkness ; it is moving toward the light; its steps, baiting and 
painfully slow, are, nevertheless, toward civilization-toward 
true manhood, true womanhood, and true childhood. It is 
almost impos ible to estimate how much this advance will be 
aided if the Russian Church will display on every cathedral, 
on every meetinghouse, on every altar, the legend: 

Remember that Christ was born of a J"ewess. He was not crucified 
by the Jews, but died because His death was commanded by His Father, 
the God whom you worship. 

[Loud applause.] 
Mr. GAINES of Tennessee. Mr. Chairman, Postmaster-Gen­

eral Bissel annulled a number of very costly " mail subsidies," 
economized in that way, saving nearly $17,000,000 in the year 
i893 or 1894, as he states. lie alludes to this in his report, 
dated November 20; 1894, and I desire to print in the RECORD 
what he says on the subject, as follows: 

ECO~OMIES. 

While the policy of this Department has been, as foreshadowed in 
my last annual report, to develop the postal service under existing 
methods of administration, avoiding expensive experiments, still, great 
care has been taken to etl'ect economies in all matters not likely, in the 
opinion of the Department, to atrect the efficiency ot the service. 

HOW MOXEY HAS BEEX SA \ED. 

The economies have con sisted mainly in securing relief to the Gov­
ernment from existing contract obligations and from reletting contracts 

for mail transportation, and upon the cost and amount ' of supplies. 
Of the first, the more important relate to the steamship subsidy con­
tracts which bad been made by my predecessor pursuant to the provi­
sions of the act of Congress approved :March 3, 1891. I found ele-ven 
such contracts in existence, most of them running for ten years and 
none less than five years. Seven of the eleven contracts have been 
entirely abrogated during the year. 

CONTRACTS ANXULLED. 

The payments stipulated to be made by the Government under these 
seven contracts were very large in amount, while the advantages to 
accrue to it were so purely theoretical as to render tll eir abanilonn~ent 
the subject of congratulation. A detailed statement of these contracts 
will follow in this report. I here state only the aggregate amount 
saved by annulment. I add to the list only such other economies 
effected in the line of what seemed to be good administration as are 
capable of definite ascertainment and actual computation. 

The total amount of useless expenditure thus avoided is as tallows : 
Steamship subsidy contracts ______ :_ ________________ $14, 431, 325. 09 
Sta~ped envelopes ------------------------------ 906, 480. 00 
Adbesive postage stamps________________________ __ 275, 156. 00 
Hepairs of bcales_________________________________ 2, 000. 00 
Repairs ot carrier satchels___________________ ______ 11, 4~5 . 33 
Saving on supplies of twine_______________________ 12, 000. 00 
From reletting contracts for star service____________ 902, 6-!4. 84 
From reletting contracts for steamboat service_______ 78, 006. 16 

Total ______________________________________ 16,619,047.42 

CONTRACT OCEAN MAIL SERVICE. 

Only three contracts are in operation, viz, New York to La Guayra, 
New York to Tuxpan, and New York to Habana: 
At a cost of ________ __________________________ ____ __ $286,868.00 
If they had not been under contract the cost would have 

been___________ ______ _________ ________________ ___ 29,088.72 

The difference being ____ ___ ________ _________ ___ 257,779.28 

The noncontract system gives us the choice of the fastest and best 
stea mers at a minimum of cost, but bas the disadvantage of leaving us 
without any control over the movements of the vessels. 

STEA:MSHIP SUBSIDY CONTRACTS . 

The following table shows the contracts made by my predecessor un­
der the act of March 3, 1891, the obli..,.ations ct·eated under each, those 
canceled during the year, and those now remaining in force: 

Statement (1) showing the contracts for ocean mail se?"Vice f ully executed purs'tlant to the act of Congress approved Ma1·ch 8, 1891, the pay pe1· mile, pe1· annum, 
and the entit·e contract term on each route; (2) the cont1·acts u·hich have been canceled, and (3) the cont1·acts still in force. 

Route. Contract term. Compens:1 tion. p. 
::l <!) 
r;j. 0 

Per annum. ~ ...... ""' 1=1 cl:l> 

~ 0 ~ 0 
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~ 0 0 Cl) 0 0 +- ~ 
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I 
30 Galveston to La John B. Clarke._ 5I Jan. 15,1S!i4 J an. 15,1899 Jan. 22,1894 --~- --·--- --··--· ____ $0.66f- $57,672.00 ~.sro.oo None. $288,3HO.OO 

3G N GewuaYio!'k· to La Yo, Boulton, Bliss & 10! Mar. 1,18!i2 Mar. 1,1902 Still oper a- ____ - ----- ____ _______ 1.00 81,288.00 812,88~.00

1 
$187,414.00 G25,4G6. GO 

GnaYJ.·a. Dallett. tive. 
42 NewYorktoCo- Pacificl\IailS.S. 10 Feb. 1,1892 Feb. 1, 1002 Mar.31,1894 2, ------~.'32,116 8 1.00 118,612. 00~,113,128.00! 166,513.00 940,615.00 

lon. Co. j ' 
# SanFranciscoto ____ _ do __ · ---- --·-· 10

1

. ___ .do ____ _______ dO -- --·- Sept.30,1893 3$0.6Sf 00,2"24 7 1.00 214,985.331,S02,589.331 141,025.74
1
1,6tH,M3.59 

Panama. 
47 SanFrnnciscoto _____ do ____________ 10

1 

_____ dO---·-- _____ do ______ Mar.31,1894 2 1.00 95,524 8 2.00 382,000.00
1
3,247,816.00

1

198,396.003,049,420.00 
Hongkong. 1.. I 

57 New York to International 10! Oct. 12,1&15 Oct. 12,1905 1--------- ----- ____ ---·-- ___________ 4.00 a760,8ti4.00

1

t,6Q8,640.00 N one.
1

7,608,640.00 
Southampton. NavigationCo. 

58 New York to ____ .do __ ··-- --·-·· 10
1 

_____ do __________ _ do ____ ._ Jan. 30,189-1 ____ ------ ----·- - ____ 4.00 a799,968.007,999,680.00 None.7,999, 680.00 

"' NAewntwYoer
1
k.pt.oBueJ Uni.tedSta.te<>and 33 on _ 5 Dec. 10,1892 Dec. 10,1897 Sept.30,1893 __ __ ------ ------ - ____ .66Jj 38,213. 191,006.67 3,152.17 187,914.50 

nos Ayres. Brazil Mail H. S. j 
Co. 

67 NewYorktoRio ___ ,_do____________ 5 Dec. 1,1892 Dec. 1,1897 _____ do _________ _ --------· ---- ____ .66t 62,04.{).00 310,20J.OO 12,408.00 29Z,'i'92.00 
de Janeiro. I 

60 New York to New York and 5 Nov. 1,1802 Nov. 1,1897 Still opera- ____ --· --- ---·-- - ____ 1.00 b130,104.00 650,520.00 215,172.00 435,348.00 
'l'u.xpan. Cuba 1\Iail. I tive. 

70 NewYorktoHa- ____ .do________ ___ _ 5 __ __ _ do------ ___ _ .do- ---- - _____ dO- --·---- -·---·--------- ____ 1.00 73,476.00 367,380.00 122,931.00 244,449.00 

ba:otaL _________ __ _ ------- ______ ----1---- _____ ____________ : ______ --------------.= :-::=-:=::::-=: ------ _ ---------- 2<,39Z,240.00~l,lll7,0U. 9'!'3,345,228.09 

ooll Galveston to La· 
Guayra. 

42 N'ew York to Co­
lon. 

# San Francisco to 
I Panama. 

471 San Francisco to 
Hong kong. 

58! New York to 
Antwerp. 

64 NewYorktoBue-
1 nos Ayres. 

671 NewYorktoRio 
de Janeiro. 

TotaL ___ __ _ 

John B. Clarke __ 

Pacific Mail S. S. 
·Co. _____ do ___________ _ 

___ ._do ___ ·----- ·--

Intern ational 

u~~~§f~~~d 
Brazil MailS. S. 
Co. 

_____ do __ ··--------

(2) CONTRACTS CA..."CELED. 

51 Jan. 15,1894 Jan. 15,1899 1 Jan. 22,1894 ____ ------ ___________ $0.66i 

10 Feb. 1,189"2 Feb. 1,1902 Mar.31,1894 2- ----- $82, 116 8 1.00 
I 10

1

. ___ _ do --· --- _____ do---·-- Sept.30,1893 3$0.66t 99,29...4 7 1.00 

10r ____ do----·· . ___ _ do ____ __ Mar .31,1894 21.00 95,524 8 2.00 

10 Oct. 12,1895 Oct. 12,1905 Jan. 30,1894 -- -- ------ ---- -- - ____ 4.00 

I 5I De<.'. 10,1892 Dec. 10,1897 Sept.30,1893 ·---- ---- - --·---- ____ .66f 

$57,672. 001 $288, 360. 00 None. S288, 360. 00 

118,612.00
1
1,113,128.00 $166,513.00 946,615.00 

214,985. a.y. 802,569. 33 141, 025. 7 4 1, 661,543. 59 

382,006.0013,247,816.00 198,396.00 3,049,420.00 

799,0C8.007,999,680.00 None. 7,999,680.00 

as, 213. 33 191, 066. 67 3, 152. 17 187,914. 50 

5 Dec. 1,1892 Dec. 1,1897 _____ do ______ ---- -- ------ -- --- ____ .66i 62,04.0.00 310,200.00 12,408.00 297,792.00 

-- ---- ---------- --- ·--- -------------- --- -- -- ---·--- -----------·-- ==== === ----- + ----- -----r4,952,820.00 521,494.9114,4.31,325.09 

/ 
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Statement (1) showing the contracts for oeean mail service full.y execu.ted pursuant to the act of Congress approved March Si 1891, the pay per mile,per annum, 
and the entire contract term oa each route; (2) the contracts which have been canceled, and(~) the contmcts sti lin force-Continued. 

(3) CONTRA.OTS STILL IN FORCE. 

Route. Contract term. Compensation. p. 
::l ci 

Per annum. 'd . () 

~ •.-<-10 ~ 
0 ~~ ~ () 

ci -+'> .0 ~ a Service dis- ui ~ ui ci §g '"d :;:1 ..... ;.. 
;.. -+'>~ con tinned. ;.. 0~ Cl) 

No. Terminals. Con tractors. From- To- ~ d! a ~_.;> 
a~ '"d 

;.. ~ 
Cl) .p c:;l .p s:1 I» I» 

'"' 
m ::l (!) ~ ::l (!)0 (!)~ (!) 

ui .... A ::l .... (!) 
::l ~~ p. 

0 0 p. ..... 0 M ;.. $ 0 0 ..8_.;> d 0 a 0 ~ a ;.. ~ 
~ .;: -+'> 0 

~ 
s:1 

~ z ~ <ll z d <lj 
""" 

p 
~ 

1--- -

Mar. 1,1902 '-· ·-······--·- --- - ------ ---- --- __ __ $1.00 $81, 28S. OO $812,8SO.OO $187,414.00 $62.5,4.00.00 36 NewYorktoLa Boulton,Bliss& 10, Mar. 1,1892 
Guayra. Dallett. 

57 New York to International 10! Oct. 12,1895 None.
1

7,008,640.00 
Southampton. Navigati{)nCo. 

69 New York to New York and 5I Nov. 1,1892 Nov. 1,18!l7 - ------ ------- ___ _ -- --- - --- --- - __ · __ 1.00 100,104.00 G50,52V.OO 215,172.00\ ~,348.00 

Oct . 12,1905 - -- -- --------- ____ - ----- - - ---- - ____ 4.00 760,8!i4.007,608,640.00 

Tuxpan. Cuba. Mail. 
'm New York to _____ do ________ ---- 5

1

, ___ _ _ do ---- -- _____ do -- ---- -- -- ----- -- --- ---- ---- -- - --- -- - ____ 1. 00 73,4i6. 00 3G7, 3f.O. 00 121, !J3L00
1 

244,449. 00 
Habana. ________ 

1 
_________ 1, ______ _ 

'i"otaL ___ ___ _ ------ --------- --- - ---- -- ---- ----- --- ------- -- ---- - - -- ------ - --- - ---- -- -- -- - ------ -- -- - ----- ---- -- -- --- 9,43!),420.00 525,517.008,913,903.00 

a The length of routes Nos. 00, 57, and 5S have not been furnished officially; consequently the estimate3 of p:1y upon those routes are approximate only. 
bCalculated upon a length of 2,502 statute miles. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 
l\Ir. MOON of Tennessee. Mr. Chairman, I yield to the gen­

tleman from Missouri [:Mr. LLOYD] . 
1\Ir. LLOYD. Mr. Chairman, the postal system of the United 

States may properly be said to have begun under the illustrious 
Benjamin Franklin, who was Postmaster-General of the colo­
nies from 1753 to 1774. His administration of affairs during 
tllat nineteen-year period was especially noted for its effi­
ciency, and commended not only at home, but abroad, for what 
he had accomplished, and yet at the end of his long service the 
postal receipts were only $15,000 per annum. It is remarkable 
what has been the growth of this wonderful .American system. 
I n 1700, wllen the Government began its existence, there were 
seventy-five post-offices, and the receipts of that year were 
$38,000. In 1850, sixty years afterwards, the number of post­
offices was twenty-five times as great, and the receipts and 
expenditures were one hundred and fifty times as much as at 
tlle beginning. In 1905 the post-offices were four times as many 
as they were in the year 1860, and the receipts and expenditures 
~-ere thirty times as great as they were at that time. The 
greatest number of post-offices in the history of the Uepublic 
wnB in 1001, when there were 76,945. This number has been re­
duced each year since that time because of the rural free deliv­
ery, and the probabilities are that that number will be greatly 
diminisheu in the next few yc_ars. ' 

It is not my pur·pose to follow the history of postal legisla­
tion and the development of this great system. I am con­
cerned to talk somew.hat with reference to some of the ques­
tions that affect the country and some of those in the items of 
this bill. 

The pending mea ure carries a greater amount in money by 
$10,000,000 than was ever carried by a post-office appropriation 
bill. There is not one dollar appropriated that was not thought 
to be necessary to be appropriated by the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. It is true tllat there are some 
items in this bill upon which there is some difference of opinion. 
You have seen an exhibition of that difference in the last few 
minutes. It is not my purpose, however, in the time allotted 
me, to discuss the special facilities, which is the subject of 
greatest disagreement. 

The po tmasters in the United States to-day receive over 
~22.000,000 for their sel'Yices. It may be a fact, to which your . 
attention has not been called, that the postmasters of the United 
States are receiving one-half as much as is paid to the railroad 
companies for ean·ying the mail of the country. It may be a 
fact with which you are not familiar that we pay as much to the 
city carriers and to the clerks and assistants in city post-offices 
as i paid to the railroad companies for the transportn.tion of mail. 

The po tma ters' salaries in the last fiye years have increased 
lD per cent. The pay to the railroad companies for carrying 
the mn il has increaEed 10 per cent. Tile letter carriers' sal­
aries in tllis period have increased 48 per cent, and the corn­
pen. ation for clerks in post-offices has increased in the period 
of fi1c years 70 per cent. It is my purpose in the remarks that 
I shall make to confine myself mainly to the question of rail­
way mail pny. 

To me, and I suppose to you, it is a difficult and an intricate 
question to determine whether or not the pay to the railroad 
C{]mpnnies for carrying the mail is excessive or not. I shall 

at this moment call attention to the comparative expenditures 
for railway mail pay and also the expenditu.res of the Post­
Office Department in generaL We expended, in 1880, for carry­
ing the mail, $9,200,000 ; in 1905 we paid $4G,700,000, about 
five times as much. The general expenses of the Post-Office 
Department in 1880 were $36,000,000; in 1905, twenty-five years 
later, $181,000,000, or practically five times as much, showing 
that the progress in amount paid to railroads and the amount 
paid in the expenditures for the Post-Office Department have 
kept pace with each other. One of the most difficult things to 
determine in the investigation of this matter is how the mail is 
weighed and compensation based thereon is determined. 

I submit at this time and will put in the RECORD a statement 
of the schedule of rates for the ra ilway mail transportation. 
The law is so framed that the greater amount of mail there is 
carried, the less per pound it will cost t o carry t he mail. If 
there has been an average weight of 200 pounds carried on a 
railway h ·ain, it will cost $42.75 to carry it. An aYerage weight 
of 500 pounds will cost $G4.12. Five thousand pounds will only 
cost $171, and every additional 2,000 pounds costs $21.37 t o 
carry it. This is an automatic reduction. 

Most persons discussing the question of railway mail pay, 
especially those who are of the opinion that the amount ex­
pended for this item is too great, insist that we pay too much 
per pound for carrying the mail. They insist also that tile law 
affecting railway mail pay has not been clJangccl since 1878, and 
that because the railroad companies have voluntarily reduced 
freight r ates and passenger charges the law ought to be changed 
reducing railway mail pay. 

Since 1830 tile reduction on account of passenger traffic has 
been from 2! cents per mile to 2 cents per mile, a reduction of 
one-half cent per mile, or a decrease of 20 per cent. There has 
been a diminution ·also on account of freight charges of 40 per 
cent; but, strange to say, if you haye not investigated it, there 
has been a reduction of 47 per cent on account of railway mail 
pay. In other words, the railroad companies in 1005 received 
47 per cent less per ton-mile for carrying the mail than they 
did in 1880, and under this automatic reduction, by reason of 
the fact that there was so much mail to be carried, there has 
been this reduction in the rate per ton-mile. 

I had always been impressed with the notion that was extant, 
that every pound of mail carried on a railway train cost the 
Government from 6 to 8 cents per pound to carry it. That 
stafernent bas heen made in the pre s; it has found its way into 
the reports of the Postmasters-GeneraL That statement has been 
made repeatedly on the floor of this House. My impression is, 
however, that if you will carefully investigate the matter, you 
will finu that it is untrue that the Government pays to the rail­
road companies G cents, a cents, 4 cents, or 3 cents per pound, 
but that in 1005 the amount per pound that was expended for 
carrying railway mail only amounted to 2.2 cents per pound. 

'Yhat is mail? .An investigation was made and a weighing 
was had in 1809 which astounded a great many people. Do you 
know that according to the weighing tilat was then made there 
was actually expended in the United States more money for 
carrying mail sacks than was paid for currying the mail? Notice 
the statement. In 1809 51t per cent of all the mail ,...-as suC'ks. 
I mean to say that the sacks and pouches were 51% per cent of 
all the weight of the mail. 
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Mr. JOHNSON. In weight? 
1\lr. LLOYD. Yes, sir. I call your attention now to the state­

ment of the weight. The mail was weighed for a period begin­
ning on the 3d day of October and continuing for thirty-five days. 
The weight for that period was as follows: 

First cla.ss------------------------------------------­
Second class-----------------------------------------

Pounds. 
9,000,000 

38,000,000 

~11~~da~~a~~u\~~eJlass=======================~======== 3,000,000 
14,000,000 

Go\ernment (free) ----------------------------------- 9, 218, 000 
Equipment------------------------------------------ 76,806,000 

Equipment! Now, what is equipment? Any of us would 
understand that equipment is not mail, but what is it? 

Mr. SMITH of Kentucky. What was the date of that weigh­
ing? 

1\Ir. LLOYD. Beginning October 3, 1899, and continuing for 
thirty-five days. In order to satisfy myself fully as to what 
equipment was I have obtained from the Second Assistant Post­
master-General a statement on that subject, which I send to the 
Clerk's desk to be read. 

The Clerk read as follows : . 
POST-OFFICE DEr.lRT~IENT, 

SECO~D ASSISTA.....,T POSTMASTER-GENERAL, 
DIVISION OF RAILWAY ADJUST:UEXT, 

Washington, March so, 1906. 
Sm : Referring to your letter of the 29th instant, asking as to " what 

'equipment' is as used in weighing? Does it consist of anything ex­
cepting sacks ; if so, what? Is the sack and the mail it may contain 
weighed separately? " I ha\e to state that in the weighing in each post­
office of the country from October 3 to November 6, 1899, the mail was 
weighed separately from the sack or pouch. The tables on pages 258 
and 261 of the report of the Postmaster-General for 1900 (Tables I and 
l\1) show the weight of the several cia ses of mail and also of equip­
ment for the thirty-five days covered by the weighing, together with 
the estimated weight for the year and the percentage of the several 
classes of mail and equipment. Table I shows mail for all classes of 
routes. Table M shows only such matter as was sent to railroads. 

In the regular weigbings of the mail for the purpose of securing data 
on which the adjustment of pay for transportation on railroad lines is 
based the sack and contents are wei~hed as mail. The term " equip­
ment" or " empty equipment" used m ihe weight returns covers the 
empty sacks that are used for car dressing-that is, filling the racks 
so that the proper and expeditious assortment of the mail mav be made, 
as well as such empty equipment as must be carried to meef the needs 
of the exchanges at intermediate points on the line. It covers, of 
course, the mail locks as well as the empty sacks. 

:Mr. LLOYD. I can not answer that, because there is no data 
by which we can say how much these supplies that have gone 
through the mails amount to. There is no doubt but that the 
War Department and other Departments are sending large 
amounts of furniture and such things through the mails, but 
just how much there is of it there is no way to determine. We 
do not know the amount of it, but we do know that the fact 
exists that it is done. 

Mr. JOHNSON. It would not mnke any difference until the 
next weighing period came along, would it? 

Mr. LLOYD. No, sir. 
Mr. CLARK of Missouri. No; it would take four years to 

get rid of the incubus if you start now, but if you do not start 
in you never would get rid of it. 

Mr. SMITH of Kentucky. Mr. Chairman, the suggestion that 
the gentleman from South Carolina made about the weighing 
of the mail is a subject that I want some information about. 
I have seen the statement somewhere that after the rates were 
fixed for the transportation of the mails upon the railroads in 
1901 that by some order of the Post-Office Department they 
cut out a lot of second-class matter that had been computed in 
arriving at the pay that the railroads should receive for the 
ensuing four years from July 1, 1901, and thereby the railroads 
were relieved from carrying a great quantity of second-cmss 
matter that under the contract they had been required to carry 
and were actually paid for. Is there anything in that state­
ment or not? 

Mr. LLOYD. I hardly think there is any considerable truth 
in that statement, and yet there is an element of truth in it. 
But, Mr. Chairman, with reference ~o the weighing. At the 
present time second-class mail matter is weighed, and has been 
for a number of years. We can ascertain how many pounds 
of that class of mail is carried. We can not ascertain exactly 
how much of any other kind of mail is carried. I have sought 
to find out, if it were possible, what was the weight of the mails. 

I have been concerned in this argument, if I could do it, to 
show to every individual, whether he has investigated the sub­
ject or not, something about what he pays in dollars and cents 
and per pound for the mail that is carried. If I say to the 
average individual that it costs, say, 12 cents per ton-mile to Very respectfully, w. s. SHALLE:::rnERGEn, carry mail, then I must try and explain what a ton-mile means. 

Second Assistant Postmaster-General. I have been investigating that for about thirty days, and I can 
Hon. .JAMES T. LLOYD, 

House of Rep,.esentatives. hardly find out what a ton-mile is. I observe that Professor 
Mr. LLOYD. You will observe from this statement that Adams, who was employed by the Commission of 1898, states 

equipment means a sack or pouch, and that at the time of the that there were 272,000,000 pounds in ton-miles carried in 1898. 
weighing in 1809 the equipment was a little more in weight How he ascertained that there were 272,000,000 pounds carried 
than the half of the full weight of mail. a ton-mile I can not explain. There was more mail carried 

There is another fact to -which I want to call attention. That than 272,000,000 pounds, as everybody knows, but I have had 
is shown by the table before me. At the time of the weighing difficulty in determining what made a ton-mile in his estimates. 
there was only 40 per cent of the mails that paid any revenue to I ha-ve sought to get down to the practical basis, hDw much does 
the Government. At that time there were 1,565,000,000 pounds it cost per pound to carry the mail? We go back to our con­
of mail matter, but only 40 per cent of it was paying any rev- stituents, to home and friends, who are concerned to know about 
enue to the United States. You will notice in the table that I this matter, and they ask how much is paid for carrying the 
read a moment ago Government free matter. There were mail, and I say in response, 10.83 cents per ton-mile. What 
0,000,000 pounds of Government free matter. would they know about it? No more than I do, and I am yet 

According 1~ the same proportion, during the year there trying to get at what we do pay, as figured out by Mr. Adams, 
would have been 9G,OOO,OOO pounds of this class. We are wor- an expert. 
ried now about a deficiency of $14,000,000. In the postal busi- ~lr. STANLEY. Is it not especially important to have this 
ness of last year if the Government bad paid its own postage information not only for our constituents, but in order to make 
there would be no question about a deficit. a fair estimate to the railroad men of the mail that is carried, 

Mr. S::\IITII of Kentucky. .May I interrupt the gentleman? and while the mail is being weighed to get at the amount of 
Mr. LLOYD. Certainly. mail that is to be carried at the various times when the mail 
1\Ir. SMITH of Kentucky. What is the comparative weight is not being weighed? Now, do you pay them by the ton-mile? 

of the Go-vernment free matter and other free matter? I un- 1\fr. LLOYD. No, sh·. 
derstand that there are two classes of free matter--one is the 1\lr. STANLEY. Is the weight made to the Government on 
new paper that circulates in the county of publication and the that basis? 
other is the Government matter-and I would like to under- Mr. LLOYD. No; if you will excuse me, I will explain as 
stand the difference in the weight, if the gentleman can tell I best I can how mail is weighed and how we determine the 
me. compensation-that is your point? 

1\lr. LLOYD. The seconu-class free matter, which was county Mr. STANLEY. No; here is what I want to get at. If you 
papers circulating in the county in which they were published, can not determine from the statement of the railroads bow 
amounted to 3,140,000 pounds in that thirty-five days. The much mail is carried in a year, have you any data by which 
Go-vernment free matter amounted to 0,218,000 pounds. you can tell whether the mail that was carried during the 

Mr. CLARK of Missouri. Will it disturb the gentleman if mailing season is greater or less than the amount of mail that 
I ask him two or tllree questions? is carried at some other month or sixty days in the interim 

~Ir. LLOYD. Certainly not. I yield to the gentleman from between that and the next weighing? 
Mis~ouri. 1\lr. LLOYD. No; there is no way of determining that. 

~Ir. CL~K of 1\lissouri. Is there any proposition in the Ur. STAl\TLEY. Does it not appear to you that this ton-mile 
pending bill to have the Go\ernment send_its desks and supplies list is a cloak to keep from us that very fact? 
and eYerything of that kind either by freight or e:\.--press instead Mr. LLOYD. I was undertaking to explain the system of 
of tlu:ough tile mail? weighing the mail. It is a very complicated method, but I be~ 

Mr. LLOYD. Yes; there is. lie\e a very fair one. I obtained from the Post-Office Depart-
Mr. CLARK of Missouri. If that is accomplished, would not menta statement of the weighing of the mails between Quincy~ 

that save the Government enough to wipe out the deficiency that Ill., and St. Joseph, 1\Io., over the Burlington route, which runs 
there is so much talk about( through the district in which I am specially concerned. I find 
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from that statement-they require mail to be weighed for sixty mit me, after the general weighing that this special weighing 
consecutiye days-that there was sent out an aggregate amount was made? 
of mail from Quincy, starting toward St. Joseph, of 811,000 1\fr. LLOYD. We1l, the general weighing, you know, goes 
pounds. Now, tbere was put on at 'Vest Quincy, which is the on each year. 
first station after leaving Quincy, 1,360 pounds in the sixty l\Ir. STANLEY. For that peculiar section? 
dnys. In order . to obtnin the compensation, they multiply that Mr. LLOYD. For one-fourth of the country. The weighing 
811,0CO pounds by the distance between Quincy and West takes place early in the year, but this special weighing began 
Quincy, which is two and a half miles. Then they add the on the 3d of October and was completed on the 5th of Novem-
1,3GO pounds which was put on at West Quincy. That serves as ber. 
a basis for computation between West Quincy and the next Mr. STANLEY. Do you know when this special weighinP' 
station, which is Palmyra. Then multiply that sum by the was made in Missouri, and do you know bow long this weigh­
number of miles which intervene between West Quincy and ing was after the last general weighing took place? 
Palmyra. That deter~ipes the weight for that distance. At Mr. LLOYD. This particular weighing in Missouri to which 
Palmyra there was a very large amount of mail put on and you refer was in 1902, three years after the special weighing. 
some mail taken off. They find the difference between the two l\Ir. ST.A~LEY. Three years after the Government weighing? 
and add that to the amount of mail that was carried between l\fr. LLOYD. Yes, sir. 
West Quincy and Palmyra. They keep up the process to the 1\fr. STA..l~EY. Do you know how that weighing compared. 
end. The same course is pursued on incoming mail. Then with the la t general weighing? 
they aud these several sums together, incoming and outgoing, l\!r. LLOYD. I do not know; it is very difficult to give an 
and divide it by the whole distance, or 206 miles, between exact answer to that. You can not go back and make a specific 
Quincy and St. Jo ·eph, l\fo. computation. It is not decide<l by the amount put on the train 

Mr. S~IITH of Kentucky. I have a statement here I want to and taken off the train, but is determine(} by the average amount 
rend, anu I ask the gentleman, as this is such a complicated of mail that is carried from the beginning of the route to the 
matter, if this i a correct definition of what per ton per mile end of tbe route. 
means? It says, "On any route if one multiplies the miles into Mr. S~IITH of Kentucky. I will suggest to my colleague that 

. tlle daily weight and reduces the product to ton he will krve the general weighing made in this eastern district-the first di s­
the tons carried a mile a day on that route. Then dividing tlle h·ict, I think it is called-was from September, 1900, to June 30, 
yearly payment by the numuer of days and divide the quotient 1901, and upon that the contracts were let for the four years oa 
by tktt product he will have the price per ton per mile. Tllis July 1, 1901. The special weighing was made in 1 99, as the 
is to be dor.e separately on every route." gentleman from Mis ouri says, from October to November, 1899. 

Mr. STANLEY. That is something like "llow old is Ann?" Mr. STAKLEY. 'l'llis pecial weighing was made by the GoY-
Ir. LLOYD. That is a correct statement, I think, but if I 1 ernment and not by tlle Department. 

wr..s going to make tllat kind of a statement to one of my con- l\1r. LLOYD. I stated before this interruption began-and I 
stituents, what would be say in reply? courted tba interruption; I am perfectly willing to answer any 

:\Jr. STA ... TLEY. Now, have- we any way of determining questions asked if I can do it, because we are all seeking light 
wh tiler or not i:hd amount of the Government mail-- in this matt('r--

lUr. .~.TORR IS. I wonder if the gentlemen could not be in- l\Ir. BEALL of Texas. I want to avail myself of that invi-
duced to talk a little bit louder, so that we can bear their con- tation and ask tile gentleman a question. Take a case like thls: 
versntion 1 'l'bey are not talking above a conversational tone at Now, I understand the mail is weighed in a particular locality 
present. every four years. 

Ir. STANLEY. I asked if we have any way to determine .. Ir. LLOYD. Yes, sir. . . . . 
whether or not the amount of mail that is carried during thi~ ~Ir. BE~LL of Tex~s .. Suppo~mg the mml gomg to a certam 
carrying period is a fair average of the mail that is sent out place durmg t~at we1ghmg penod amounts to .50.C 0 P?unds. 
by the Government, especially <lurinO' those periods-for in- In ~be succeedmg fo~r year~ there may be an 1~crea~~ m the 
stance, the weight during tl}is sixty days. Now, can you get bu mess of that locality and m the a~ount of ma1l _earned, and, 
any record of the amount of mail tilat is sent out by the Gov- say! at the. end of three years an~ s~x mon1;hs ~unng ~be same 
crnment during that sixty days, or is there any record to deter- periOd of tnne covered by the weighmg penod 1t has mcrease<l 
mine it? to 100,000 pounds, would the company be paid simply at the 

Mr. LLOYD. No; there is no record of what is i1;1 the mail rate of? 50,000 pounds, or would it be paid on the increased 
or what went through the mail, exce.r.t it weighed so many amount · 
pounC:~. Mr. LLOYD. They would be paid at the rate of 50,000 pounds 

Mr. ST ~LEY. That is all. until the succeeding weighing period. 
~Ir. OYERSTREE'l'. If my colleague· will permit, I think Mr. BE.dLL of Texa~. Another four years? 

tlle gentleman ~.ppreciates that the weight as found at the time Mr. LLOYD. Yes, II'. . . . 
of the weighing period is the minimum for the time, becau ... c ~ow, I sta~ted to try to explam h~w to deter:rnme wha~ IS the 
there is a constant growth in the volume of business. I tilink weight of ~ml, and w_hen we determme the wei~?ht"of mail, then 
it is a little more than the avernge weight. :-e can easily determme how ~uch per pound It. costs t? carry 

l\Ir. LLOYD. Tllat answers a different question. It. I must say at th~ outset With reference to .tills that It mu t 
1\Ir. OVERSTREET. Then I did not understand the ques- be largely pr:o~lema~1cal. As I stated some time ago, the sec-

tion. 1 ond-cl.ass ~a1l 1s. weighed from year to year, an<l we kno_w wllat 
.l'Ir. LLOYD. That answers the question a ked by my friend I tll~t Is. Now, m 1899, "'~ben all the classes of mail we~·e 

from Kentucky [1\lr. s~ITH] a short time ago, that if we took we1gbed, 30 per cent-notice the ~tatement, 30 per cent-m 
uut of tlle mail the carrying of furniture and other things of I rou~d numbers, w~s second-class mall ma~er. . · 
that kind, if that were withdra·wn from the volume, that would . Now, I have take~ the second-class mml matter m pounds, as 
be p., iU for anyllow 1t has been determmed by the Government, and have deter-

r.. , · . . , . . mined on that basis of 30 per cent what would be the full weight 
1 ;1~ .. ~JllT:'=I of Kentucky .. T~Is Sixty d~ys weighm~, as ~ of mail during the various periods. If the second-class mail is 

uuu:~ ~t.md, _Is tlle ge:1eral ~elghmg that tak:s place every four 30 per cent of all that is carried in mail, including equ ipment. 
year~ m ad'i_ance ?f til~ .l.ettmg of. these contr.act~. . . then taking the second-class mail as 3 cents, 10 cents wil be the 

l_r. LLOYD. Ye~, su • ~he _Um~ed States ~s diVIded mto fou.r whole amount of mail carri ed. I have made a computation for 
sec:twns .. and. ther:~ IS .a welghmg 111 one sectiOn each year un!11 the years 1880, 1885, 1890, 1895, 1900, and 1U05 on this basis, and 
the four_-ye:u yenod lS completed, and then they go back a d in a table give the weight of the second-class mail, the estimated 
go over 1t agam. ' crht f II 'I th t f ·· cr th · 'I d th 1\Ir. S:JIITII of Kentucky. The gentleman bas a lso referred weio 0 a rna.1 ' e cos 0 carr.moe on e rai ways, an e 
to the thirty-five dnys' weighing. . cents per pound m cost, as follows. 

1\Ir. LLOYD. That was a special weighing that was orderea 
by the commission appointed in 1898 to investigate the railway 
mnil pny. 

Mr. S~HT II of Kentucky. And in that way they ascertain 
the weight of the different classes of mail and kinds of mail. 

1\fr. LLOYD. Yes, sir. 

Year. 

1S80 ---··- ----- -···- ---··- --------
1885 -- ·-'--···----···--···---·-----

Mr. S~HTH of Kentucky. 
weighing, as I understand? 

1\Ir. LLOYD. That is right. 

But they do not under the general 181XL-·----------·----·---···-----
1895 ·-·- ----- ···-- --··-- ----- --·-· 

l\Ir. STANLEY. How long was it, if the gentleman will per-
1900 -- ------ - --------- ···- --------
1905- - ·- ---------------------- .•.. 

Second­
class mail. 

Pounds. 
61,322,629 

101, 057' 9&:3 
174,046,764 
265,814,382 
382,588,999 
618, 004, 754 

Total ~ost Per 
of ca~-r1age pound 
onra1lway. · 

Pounds. 
204, 480,000 $10, 4!l8, 986 
886,859, 8'j'Q 16,627,983 
580, 153,840 23, 81}5, 231 
&!4, 881, 270 in, 2Ui>, 842 

1,565,666,508 -37,798,981 
2,210,357,000 44,893,960 

Cents. 
5.1 
4.9 
4.3 
8.5 
2.8 
2.2 
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According to my estimate we are paying to-day 2! cents per the same purpose as at present. This would save at l~ast 

pound for carrying the mail on the railway h·ains, rather than $2,000,000 annually. Sacks and pouches can be reduced in 
6 or 8 cents, accoruing to the statements that have been made. weight by making them of lighter material and putting les iron 

Now, it does not follow because of this fact that·railway mail in the fastenings and clasps. It seems to me that at least 25 
pay is not excessive and that it ought not to be reduced. I shall per cent of weight might be saved if this economy were assidu­
insert in my remarks a statement made by Profe sor Adams, ously attempted. If this were done it would reduce the weight 
who is a recognized authority, showing by tables that he has of equipment one-fourth and save $5,000,000 annually to the 
made a comparison between the mail transportation and the Treasury. I am plea ed to note that this saving has been begun. 
express transportation. It is argued, as all of you know, that The recent contracts for mail sacks and pouches are for those 
the railroad companies ought not to receive anything more from much reduced in weight. Tho e now making weigh on an aver· 
the Government for carrying the mail than they receive from age a little over 4! pounds. I have no doubt this can yet be 
the express companies for carrying express matter. Unfortu- reduced to 3! pounds without any injury to the service. 
nately, it is impossible for us to determine bow much the ex- If empty sacks were shipped in bulk from mail centers by 
press companies receive from the people in the transaction of freight, there ought to be a saving of $1,000,000 more. There is 
their business. an item in the pending bill which provides for expenditure on 

Mr. RUCKER. Will it disturb the gentleman to go back for this account. In all weighings after this time empty sacks and 
a moment? pouches should be weighed separately, so the Government may 

Mr. LLOYD. No. ascertain how much it expends in the tr'ansportation of empty 
Mr. RUCKER. Myself and some of my colleagues are at sacks. I feel sure that reform along these lines would result in 

variance concerning the answer which the gentleman made a a saving to the Treasury of some seven or eight million dollars 
while ago. I will assume at first, for convenience, that along a each year. 
certain line of mail route the weight, as shown by the weighers It bas been ascertained upon inquiry that the Post-Office De· 
during this weighing period of sixty days, is 1,000 pounds a partment, Treasury officers, Army officers, and other Govern· 
day for the sixty days. This forms the basis upon which the ment employees have, under the laxity of the penalty privilege, 
contract price for carrying the mail is based. sent through the mails free of postage furniture, .safes, desks, 

Mr. LLOYD. No ; you take the outgoing mail and the in- Army headquarters equipment, Treasury appliances, and very 
coming mail. I many heavy articles of merchandise. How much of this has 

Mr. RUCKER. Both together, of course. been done no one can tell. How much it means in dollars 
Mr. LLOYD. Taking the two together, that makes the basis. there is no way to accurately estimate, because there is no data 
1\Ir. RUCKER. Now, the point I want to get at is this: at hand for the computation. One thing is sure-it has added 

Suppose that during the next sixty days, instead of the mail much to the weight of the mails and should no longer be tol· 
carried amounting to 1,000 pounds, it amounts to 2,000 pounds. erated. Such goods should be sent as any private individual 
Does the railroad carry that 2,000 pounds for the same com- would send them. If such things are excluded from the mails, 
pensation, the same number of dollars, that it carries the 1,000 it WO"!Jld save much to the revenue and would reduce the amount 
pounds? to be paid to the railroads. 

Mr. LLOYD. It gets its pay for four years on the basis of It is asserted that the best comparison that can be made to 
a sixty days' weighing. determine whether the railroad -companies are receiving exces-

1\Ir. RUCKER. So that if the weight is two times or five sive sums for carrying the mail would be in comparison with 
times as much, the railroad company gets no more for it than express rates and the amount received for passenger traffic. 
if it just simply continues at the average of 1,000 pounds? The report of the statistics of the railways for the year 1905 

Mr. LLOYD. That is correct. show that the railroads received from the Government for carry· 
:Mr. SMITH of Kentucky. Do I understand the gentleman ing the mails the sum of $44,499,732, and on account of express 

from Missouri to say that it is fixed absolutely at the weight the sum of $41,875,636. We have no way of ascertaining the 
shown by this sixty-day weighing, or do they not calculate upon amount of business which the railroads did for the express 
a percentage of increase each year? companies, nor the amount received by the express companies 

Mr. LLOYD. No, sir; and the railroad companies complain for their charges, so that there is no way of ascertaining the 
because they say the Government requires them to carry a exact data with which to make the comparison, excepting as the 
great deal of mail for which they receive no pay. Of course railroads have reported the amount received for carrying ex· 
we know that the mail increases each year, and they say that press matter. I wish to call attention at this time to a table 
they get nothing for carrying this additional weight of mail. begun by Professor Adams, expert accountant for the Oommis· 

1\Ir. JOHNSON. As a matter of fact, is not that complaint sion of 1899, and completed .to date, which shows the average 
well founded? Does not each subsequent weio-hing show an amount received per mile for passenger service at different 
enormous increase in the amount of mail carri:d? That is to dates, the amount received per ton for freight carried 1 mile, and 
say, all over the United States we know that there is an enor- the amount per ton mail per mile, including postal-car compen· 
mous development of the business of the country, and that the sation, at various dates. 
mails carried are increasing very much. -----------------.------:-----:----

1\Ir. LLOYD. That is undoubtedly the fact. The mail is Year. Passen- Freight b Mail o 
increasing all over the country. Now, I stated a moment ago, gers.a · · 
in the table I had prepared, that the actual amount per pound Cents. 
was 2.2 cents for carrying the mail. It may be said that we 1880 _________ ·-··---------------------------------- o.0"2.5l CO.Ji29 Ceo~~ 
ought to take into account other expenses in determining this 1890--·-----------------·--··-·--·--------·---·---- .O"Zl7 .0094 .149'1 
estimate. They may say that you are talking about mail when 1905------------------- ·-··-·-·-------------------·- .o-2 .0071:! .1083 
the law contemplates equipment as well, and, in fact, the 
mail pays twice 2.2 cents per pound. There can be no doubt of 
that proposition, that we actually pay 4.4 cents for every pound 
of mail that is carried on a -railway mail train, because in­
cluded in the mail, but not a part of it, in fact, is the equip. 
ment. That is plain, is it not? 

Mr. STANLEY. Right tber.e, you do not approve of that 
failure to distinguish between them, do you? You think that 
there should be a distinction between the mail and the sacks in 
which it is carried. 

1\Ir. LLOYD. Oh, yes. 
I called attention a few moments ago to the enormous weight 

of equipment. There was paid last year for caiTying equip­
ment alone, if the same proportion was maintained as in 1899, 
over $20,0QO,OOO. There is certainly no necessity for this extraor­
dinary expenditure. Economy should be sought in this direc­
tion. It is a ridiculous proposition that the mail sacks and 
pouches should cost more in transmission than the mails. There 
are at the present time over 1,600,000 mail sacks and pouches in 
use. If these were equally distributed each day and all of 
them were used and the same amount placed in each sack, there 
would be less than 2 pounds of mail in each one. I have no 
doubt that 10 per cent less sacks might be used and accomplish 

o 20 per cent. 1> 40 per cent. c 47 per cent. 

This condensed table will show that passenger rates since 1880 
have been reduced 20 per cent, freight rates 40 per cent, and 
mail compensation 47 per cent. This table is accepted as cor· 
rect, as I understand it, by everyone, so far as made by Profes· 
sor Adams. The last statement I have obtained myself. This 
does not show, of course, that the railroad companies do not re­
ceive an excessive sum for carrying the mail, but simply serves 
to inform us that there has been a greater reduction in mail pay 
than either passenger or freight receipts during that period. 

In the hearings before the Commission of 1898, various com· 
parisons were made of express and passenger receipts and 
freight rates, all of which tended to show that the railroads re­
ceived more for carrying express than for carrying the mail, but 
that the difference was very small. In some instances it was 
shown that the amount paid for carrying the mail was much 
less than that received for carrying eA.'Press. Especially was 
that true on the route between New York and Philadelphia. 
There is another element which enters into the problem, which is 
very difficult to determine. Express companies receive pay for 
weight and distance, while mail is carried at the same rate per 
pound without regard to distance. The average distance ex-
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press is carried is much less than the average haul ot mail. but 
just how much there is no data at hand to determine. It is 
clwrged that many items which may be sent either by mail or 
express nre sent by express if the distance is short, and by mail 
at the greater distance. 

In my remarks I have endeavored to "present facts rather 
than arguments. I have tried to call attention to existing condi­
tions, rather than present remedies for existing evils. I have 
made no demand for reduction of railway mail pay, excepting 
as the facts developed would indicate its propriety. I have 
said nothing faYorable to the railroads, excepting as the truth 
shown might indicate it. l\Iy own conviction is that more light 
is needed. The express companies should be required to make 
public statement of their business just as the railroads and 
banks are required to do. There should be a complete weight 
of the mail by classes, and more definite data obtained, so as to 
determine the rights both of the railroads and the Government. 
Every critical examination thus far made on the question of 
railway mail pay bas led to uncertainty and doubt as to what 
was right in the premises. 

:My colleague on the committee, the Member from Pennsyl­
vania [Mr. SIBLEY], in his excellent _address on last Saturday, 
made some statements with reference to second-class mail mat­
ter to which I wish to call attention. In speaking of the cost 
of carrying the second-class matter, he said it was carried 
at a loss of more than $27,000,000 annually to the Government, 
and inquired whether such expenditure was not too great a 
contribution to this class of mail. There were carried last 
year 663,107,128 pounds of second-class mail matter. If I am 
not mistaken in the estimate made as to the cost per pound 
of carrying the mail, this actually cost the Government 
$14,588,356, and it received in postage on account of it $6,186,-
647.5-!; on this estimate, a loss of a little over $8,000,000 for 
this transportation. In another portion of his address, in dis­
cussing the question of ·the reduction of pay on account of the 
great weight of the mail, he made this statement: "It is, 
therefore, an entirely -accurate statement to make, that the rail­
road pay for a large part of the mail they carry is less than 
1 cent per pound." If this statement be correct, and I have 
no doubt that it is, the Government received full compensatien 
for a "large part," to use his language, of the second-class 
mnil matter, because it paid 1 cent per pound. 

If the estimate previously made of the reduction since 1900 
per pound of mail in transit is correct, if the second-class mail of 
1D u bad been taken from the mails there would have been the 
saffie cost for its transportation as in 1897. This difference 
would amount to several million dollars and would fully com­
pensate for the difference between the actual payment for the 
second-class matter and the amount which would have been re­
ceived if it had paid its full share of railway pay. 

I am not much in sympathy wit)l the attack that is made on 
the second-class mail. Department officers have for years called 
attention to wbat they belie-ve is an abuse. This has become 
somewhat chronic with them. That there are abuses in this 
branch of the service I have no doubt. It is true that under the 
guise of a newspaper or magazine many advertising agencies 
tind acce!'=s to the people with this cheap postage rate. The ex­
isting law may not be enforced as rigidly as it should be, in 
some directions, so as to exclude the great ad-vertising journals; 
but in· this world with nearly e\ery good there is an attendant 
evil, and while wrongs may creep into the use of second-class 
mail it is, after all, the most important part of the mail carried 
so far as general intelligence is concerned. 

The greatest ciT"ilizing agencies in America, in my judgment, 
are sent as second-class mail matter. The grandeur and great­
ne s of this Republic, so dear to all our hearts, is due more. to 
that which is carried as second-class mail than to any other 
agency. This Republic sprang into existence as "the Joshua 
that commanded the sun and moon to stand still," as exp_ressed 
by Benjamin Franklin. The independence and intelligence of 
its citizenship has been its crowning virtue. If its prowess de­
pended on great navies and frowning fortresses, it would stand 
fifth in the race for preferment. If marshaled hosts and stnnd­
ing armies were the measure of its greatness, then it would sink 
into insignificance compared with the nations of the world. If 
ance tral blood and pampered aristocracy are to be the criterion 
which determine recognition, then Americans must stand aside 
and allow the royal pageants to pass. But if individual worth 
and re pectability are determining factors then our Government 
stands at the llead of the column of achievement This Govern­
ment is what it is largely because of the public press and the 
cross-road schoolhouse. To-day the county newspaper circulates 
free of postage in the county of its publication at an expense to 
the Government of over $1,000,000. If you bad the writing of 
the law to-day, would you demand postage for this literature? 

This is the purest and cleanest of public journalism. It is the 
channel tlu·ough which the masses are directly reached. It is 
the thermometer of public thought, the source of intelligence and 
information, the medium through which the home is reached nnd 
the knowledge of local affairs made known. It deserves this 
recognition and indorsement of its excellent work. It is a busi­
ness with little of financial profit, engaged in by moral, patriotic, 
and exemplary men, free from graft and the demoralizing tend­
encies of the time. The counh·y cornmends the law which per­
mits the circulation of these papers free of postage in the coun­
ties of publication. 

Would you in anywise discourage the great daily news­
papers by additional postage burdens, that intelligence which 
finds its way to every village and hamlet, and, since the institu­
tion of rural delivery service, into the homes of many of the 
farmers of the land? These papers may carry too many adver­
tisements, some may go too far in scandal, vilification and abuse, 
but these mighty engines of influence have the advantage of 
the mails at the second-class rate and pay only 1 cent a pound 
postage. Has the Government acted unwisely in fixing tbis 
law? Should this body discourage by any act the dissemination 
of such information? The laborer as be wends his way to his 
place of business in the city can for a single cent put himself in 
touch with the doings of the world. As be returns in the even­
ing for another penny be can take to his borne the daily paper . 
for his family to read. The farmer now in most localities when 
be sits with his family around the evening fire can read the same, 
daily paper and inform himself of the doings and thoughts of 
the world. Would you place any barrier between the publisher 
and the reader of these great papers by adding additional post­
age, whether the postal rate is a source of revenue or a means 
of expense to the Government? 

'l'be bated magazine and the great national weekly press, 
about which we have heard so much in condemnation because of 
their failure to bear their part of the postal burden, mean much 
to the reading public. They give to them the deliberate and 
thoughtful judgment of great students on the issues affecting 
mankind. Who would -take from the second-class mai l the 
Youth's Companion, the Saturday Evening Post, and kindred. 
_publications? Why should the North American Review or the 
Cosmopolitan and other great magazines be deprived of the 
quickest transit at the present rate? Why does there sit at 
eitber end of the Clerk's desk in i:bis House of Representatives 
the representatives of great press agencies when the general 
public is excluded from our council? Why is it that a portion 
of the gallery is set apart for the press whose information cir­
culates as second-class matter? Is it not because this body is 
concerned that the information which they send to the country 
should .be sent with the utmost dispatch and reach the greatest. 
possible number of homes? In my judgment no expenditure of 
the Government brings greater returns; no investment means 
so much in its relation to the home and schoolhouse; none bas 
added more to the sum of individual knowledge, and no step 
backward should be taken . in this contribution to the intelli­
gence and enlightenment of the people. 

Mr. MOON of Tennessee. 1\Ir. Chairman, I yield to the gen­
tleman from South Carolina [Mr. LEVER]. 

Mr. LEVER. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee, 
I do not often impose myself upon the patience of this body. 
E.:\.--perience teaches me that the most effective work is done, not 
upon the floor of the House by the perpetual talkers, but by the 
quiet, earnest Members, who attend strictly to their committee 
work, and give their thought and time to such legislation as 
properly comes. before the committees to which they are assigned. 

This country is so big, its interests so varied and so large, 
that to be successful as a Representative, a l\Iember must make 
himself a specialist in some particular branch of the senice. 
The age demands high-class specialism, and the man who would 
make himself felt, either in the nation or as a representative of 
the people on the floor of this House, must know some one sub­
ject, and know it as a specialist. 

Not being a member of this committee, I am not as familiar 
with the provisions of the bill under consideration, carrying as it 
does nearly $200,000,000 of the people's money, as I am with 
the bill which has to do with the agriculttu·al interests of the 
country, and which comes from the committee of which I am a 
member. Therefore I shall address myself only to that feature· 
of the bill with which I am somewhat familiar on account of the 
fact that it has to do directly with matters of everyday interest 
to my district, and in which I have a deep concern. 

I wish briefly as possible to discuss the policy of the present 
Administration with respect to the rural delivery service. 
nural delivery was begun as an experiment about ten years ago, 
Congress appropriating a small sum for that purpose. The 
Postmaster-General at that time did not think the experiment 
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would prove successful, and for several -years the small appro-· 
priation given by Congress was not used-the Postmaster-Gen­
eral refusing point-blank to expend this appropriation, giving 
as his reason for such refusal that he regarded it as an absolute 
waste of the public money. The friends of the service, however, 
were not to be put aside from their purpose. by the hostile atti­
tude of the Post-Office Department. On the contrary, from year 
to year the appropriation for rural delivery was increased, and 
when the Deparbnent found that Congress was in earnest about 
having a fair experiment made, the money was put to the uses 
for which it was appropriated and our great system of rural 
deli>ery was begun. 

No branch of the Government has grown so rapidly as this. 
Starting with an appropriation of $40,000 ten years ago, the 
appropriation for rural delivery in this bill calls for an expendi­
ture of $28,000,000. Tbere will be in operation by the end of 
this fiscal year more than 35,000 rural delivery routes, employ­
ing about that many people as carriers. The rural districts are 
r apidly becoming net-worked with postal routes, and the coun­
tryman is each day being brought in closer and closer contact 
witb the busy activities of tile world. Gentlemen in this debate 
h::t ve referred to this service as a luxury ; I agree to that propo­
sition; it is a lU...'\.'1lry, but it is more than that-it is a benefit­
the greatest benefit to the greatest number of people that tile 
Government has ever undertaken to confer. It is more tban a 
benefit even; it is an undertaking upon the part of the Govern­
ment to concede to the great agricultural interest of the country 
a right which has been denied it since the time when the several 
States joined together for a more perfect Union. It is an 
evidence of the fact that the representatives of the American 
people bave at last reached a point where they are willing to do 
exact justice to all classes of the counh·y. It. is the doing of 
a tardy justice to that class which contributes more than any 
other to the nation's wealth and glory. 

The wisdom of those who fought for rural delivery in its 
inception, their courage in standing up for it in the face of the 
cold-water policy of the Department, finds justification in tile 
ricb fruits it is now bearing. Rural delivery has enhanced from 
20 to 50 per cent tile value of the farmer's land. and brought him 
in daily touch with the markets of the world, affording bim 
the advantage of their rapidly changing conditions from day 
to day. It bas become a great university in which 36,000,000 
of our people receive their daily lessons from the newspar)ers 
and magazines of the country. It is the schoolhouse of the 
American farmer, and is without a doubt one of tile most potent 
educational factors of the ·time. · 

Mr. Chairman, I regret to be forced to believe that the policy 
of the Post-Office Department at this time is unfriendly, if not 
actually hostile, if not to a continued existence of the service,· 
then, at least, to a legitimate and reasonable extension of it. 
My experience with officials in charge of this service leads me 
to the conclusion that the Department has adopted a policy of 
repression, if not retrogression, with respect to it. 

The regulations of the Department touching the inauguration 
of new service, I assert, are calculated to bring about delay 
and to stand between the expressed wishes of the people and 
the right which they deserve to expect from the Government. 
The present Postmaster-General evidently bas thought it in­
cumbent upon him to call a halt upon the rapidity of the growth 
of the service, and his policy is doing this most effectively. 

Let us illus trate by example the miserable policy of delay 
now pursued by the Post-Office Department. A communitv 
wisbes rural delivery. Some enterprising citizen writes h(s 
Congressman to that effect and at once a blank petition pre­
pared by the Department is returned. It is necessary that this 
petition be signed, if the route is of the maximum length of 24 
miles, by at least 100 persons. The petition is then returned 
to a Senator or Congressman, - whose favorable indorsement 
is required as a condition precedent to consideration by the 
Department. There can be no complaint as to this rule. It is 
re..'lson::tble, as expressive of the will of the people by their 
cbosen Representative, and, in addition, tends to expedition 
in the inauguration of the service. 

Under the old rule of the Department the petition was at 
once referred to one of its field agents with instructions that 
the feasibrlity of the service be investigated as sooh as possible. 

Under the present policy of repression, bowever, the officials 
in charge, acting presumably under orders from the Postmaster­
General, take this petition and go over it name by name, and 
I do not know but that they employ a handwriting expert, and 
if it is found that the petition is in the handwriting of only 
one person, then it is returned to the postmaster at the 'point 
from which the service is petitioned, with the demand that the 
p tition be returned signed in the handwriting of the peti­
tioners. I do not know what was in the mind of the Depart-

ment when this new rule was adopted, but I do know that it 
convicts the Department of one of two things-either a pur­
pose to delay the inauguration of the service as much as possi­
ble, for the going of this petition back and forth between the 
Department and petitioners requires from two to three weeks 
of time, or it convicts the Department of adopting a policy 
which is without sense or reason. Those of us who are familiar 
with country life can well understand bow natural it is for the 
·farmer, who may be in the field, or whose hands are soiled from 
the work being done, to ·ask the person in cbarge of the petition 
to sign for him. This is natural, and if the Department bad 
any appreciation or understanding of counh-y life, it would 
know this and abandon this new regulation. But, in my hum­
ble judgment, the Department does understand the American 
farmer, knows all about him, and the rule is adopted, not be­
cause of a lack of understanding in this respect, but for the sole 
purpose of causing delay and retarding and holding back the 
inauguration of the service where it has been petitioned for, 
on the grounds of mere departmental technicality. Now, then, 
when these handwriting experts have been satisfied that the 
petition is genuine, it is then referred to another branch of the 
Department, and from there it goes to a special agent in the 
field. In the meantime, wben the petition is going this sinuous 
cou·rse, and butting through these walls of obstruction and 
delay, two and sometimes three months have gone by and the 
petitioners must patiently wait. 

After the departmental critics can discover no further flaws in 
the petition, the special agent takes it in · band and the territory 
to be investigated will be reached by him perhaps within six 
weeks or two months. The special agent, who is usually a most 
intelligent and conscientious and liberal man, goes over the 
ground carefully, examines the local conditions, inquires into 
the particular need for the service, talks with the people along 
the proposed route, and thereby gets the correct point of view 
from which to decide as to the feasibility of the service, its 
necessity, and whether or not the people will patronize it. In 
his report to the Department be fully covers- all these points, so 
that there can be no reason for any lack of information by 
officials of the Department. By tile time the agent gets the peti­
tion and has made this report not less than four months, and 
sometimes six, have elapsed since it was properly signed by the 
people interested and sent to the Department tbrough their 
Representative. 

The petition is again in the Department with the favorable 
report of the Department's own agent, who knows the local 
situation and the necessity for the service, and whose judgment 
is usually reliable. The cause for complaint now begins. The 
petition bas reached the hands of the red-tapists-the fellow who 
either knows nothing of rural conditions, or cares nothing about 
them, the official who can see no special reason for facilitating 
consideration, but is willing to allow the petition and the report 
of the agent to lie in the office to become covered with dust and 
cobwebs, while the taxpayer, the citizen, is patiently waiting 
for the service which belongs to him as a matter of justice and 
rigbt. After the petition has soaked for several months in the 
Department or is groping about in the mystic maze of its 
di>isions and bureaus, the officials, paid by the money of the 
people ·and presumed to be interested in the work of expediting 
the business of the people, begin to bestir themselves. They 
mo>e with a slowness, it is true, which can only serve the pur­
pose of holding out the hope to the anxious people that there is 
still left in this ponderous machine a small spark of vitality. 
If a Member of Congress is sufficiently energetic to go to the 
Department six times a week, be may be able, by prodding and 
begging and cajoling, to hasten somewhat the movements of this 
machine. I warn gentlemen not to make tile mistake of ex­
pecting any results by mere letters written in behalf of peti­
tioners. These will avail nothing. You must see these people 
and help them solve the great mystery of doing the simplest 
thing on earth. A letter brings nothing in return save a stereo­
typed answer to the effect that "the matter will be given con­
sideration in the due course of time." 

The report of the agent is gone o>er carefully, critically, de­
liberately, and painfully slow, and if the eye of the Depart­
ment detects a single technical flaw in the report, the petition 
is again referred to the agent in the field for what the Depart­
ment calls "a supplemental report." The whole process mu t 
be gone through with again, and to get a supplemental report re­
quires as much time as to get an original one, and it frequently 
happens that many months are wasted, and the inauguration of 
the service, to that extent, delayed because of some red-tape 
objection raised against the report of the agent. I have known 
it to happen that one petition bas bad to run the gantlet of 
four investigations by the field agent before the departmental 
critics were satisfied that no further reason for delay could be 
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found. If no supplemental report is necessary, the recom­
mendations of the agent are considered by the officials of the 
Department, and after they have concluded that no valid rea­
son exists for their not taking the next step in the process, the 
postmaster at the initial point of the proposed route is called 
upon for a certificate as to the number of people who will sig­
nify their willingness to pab·onize it. If upon the return of 
this certificate--and this, of course, takes time and is a need­
less delay-it is llown that three-fourths of the entire number· 
of families are willing to pab·onize the route, the petition re­
ceives the departmental {). K. The postmaster is notified that 
the route will be established, and the Civil Service Commission 
is called upon to hold an examination for a carrier. 

The civil service performs its part in complicating this al­
ready complicated web with reasonable expedition. It usually 
t akes not less than six weeks to hold this examination and 
appoint a carrier. 

It is hardly necessary to argue that this machinery is com­
plicated, cumbersome, and calculated to give rise to unneces­
sary delay in the inauguration of service. From the date of 
filing the petition to the date of inauguration of the service 
most usually takes twelve months, and I have a case in my own 
district in which it took the Department almost that length of 
time, after receipt of the favorable report of the agent, to get 
everything in readiness for the inauguration of the service. 
In the meantime the farmer, whose mail is as important to 
him as the mail of a Wall street banker or stock gambler, who 
gets a delivery from nine to twelve times a day, is denied 
the bles ings of this service in order that the unwarranted ob­
stacles of a picayunish policy may be met and overcome. 

l\lr. Chairman, I assert without fear of contradiction, that no 
man who has ever followed a petition through this departmental 
labyrinth can honestly say that he believes the service is being 
conducted with a view of expedition, and with a sincere purpose 
of expanding the service so that everyone, everywhere, may re­
ceive its benefits in the shortest possible time. You are forced 
to the conclusion that this whole Department is honeycombed 
with red tape, delay, and a lack of business method that is 
exasperating in the extreme, both to the people and to one who 
repre ents a district and is anxious to serve it in a businesslike 
manner. 

This rule of requiring three-fourths of the patrons to certify 
their willingness to patronize the route as a condition precedent 
to its establishment is a new rule and in line with the pre -
ent policy of repression in the administration of this service. 
It is the offspring of the present adminlsb·ation of this great 
Department, which touches more people and is more intimately 
associated with and interwoven into the social and economic 
life of the nation than any other Department of the Govern­
ment. 

Under the former administration of tbis service it was left 
to the discretion of the special agent, who went over the terri­
tory, saw the people and the houses they live in and the man­
ner of their living, and could best judge of their circumstnnces 
and the appreciation they would likely have of rural service, to 
say whether or not the route would receive that reasonable 
patronage which would warrant its establishment. The discre­
tion, as was wise and sensible, was lodged in t'be man whose 
personal observation entitled his j'Udgment to be binding upon 
those in the Department, who had no personal knowledge of 
the actual conditions. The final decision, of course, was re­
served for the Department, but that was usually in accord with 
the recommendations of the agent. Under the new regime the 
agent has become a mere figurehead, whose reports have become 
the victims of departmental technicality. The man to whom we 
pay from fourteen to sixteen hun4I'ed dollars a year, in order 
that we may ha\e his judgment as to the appreciation the peo­
ple will have for rural service, among other things, is almost 
entirely ignored upon this point. That he makes a favorable re­
port upon a petition at all ought to be sufficient evidence to the 
Department that all the requirements have been met and that 
the necessity exists for the immediate inauguration of service. 
The agent is the man who knows, and his judgment ougbt not 
to be set aside, except when it appears on the face of the report 
that he is clearly wrong. This new rule concentrates all the 
authority in respect to this service in the Department, and these 
men who can have no idea of the necessity of the service and 
the conditions whlch would warrant it in any particular case, 
are permitted to override the judgment and hamper the effi­
ciency of the agent in extending service. The result is delay, 
exa pera ting and unwarranted. 

It can not be argued that this tllree-fourths-certificate rule 
was promulgated for the· purpose of increasing the patronage 
of rural service, for the adminisb·ation of it proves the con­
trary. The rule is enforced with an exactness that would do 

justice to a Shylock. The Department invariably demands its 
pound, and I have actually in my own experience had it to 
happen that a certificate was returned to the postmaster f0r 
additional names, when only tw-o names more were necessary 
to bring it within the rule. A delay of three or four weeks was 
occasioned and the people denied the privilege of the service 
for that time because of this illiberal and narrow con truction 
of the rule. But what does the Department care about delay! 
It is not interested in the extension of the service, if we are to 
judge by its action ; it exists for the purpo e of retarding the 
extension of service. No other class of people on earth would 
stand for this, except the patient American farmer, and no 
other Department of the Government would dare to perpeb·ate 
this senseless interpretation of a clearly senseless rule. Why 
should fifty substantial, intelligent American citizens, with 
every right belonging to American citizens; with every right 
belonging to taxpayers-willing contributors to the national 
burden-with every right to this service, have it withheld from 
them because, perchance, twenty-five other men on the proposed 
route do not certify their willingness at the time to patronize it? 
Why should seventy-three citizens be denied the ble sings of a 

-daily mail because, perchance, only tw-o people on the pro­
posed route refuse to enter into a binding contract with the 
Federal Government to patronize a service 'which at the time 
they know nothing about? Yet it frequently happens that 
this is_ the case, according to the strict interpretation of this 
rule. The n·uth is there is no sense and less ju ~tice in it; and 
I firmly believe it was conceived in the general purpose to de­
lay the inauguration of rural service, to hamper its establish­
ment with hard conditions, and to withhold its legitimate ex­
tention wherever it is possible to do so by mere technical rules. 
The Congress which appropriates the money for this service 
and is representative of the will of the people did not intend, 
and does not intend, I hope, that it shall be surrounded with a 
wall of red tape and unreasonable rules in order that the people 
may be kept from its benefit. 

Personally I have no quarrel with the Department. I think 
they give me the same consideration they give other Repre­
sentatives. For the gentlemen in charge of this service I bave 
the highest personal regard. They are courteous, agreeable, 
and always willing to accord such help and information as they 
can giV"e. The special agents of the Department are pa-rticu­
larly clever gentlemen, and tbeir reports are u ually fair and 
just, ancl give evidence of an earnest desire to di charge their 
full duty conscientiously and with a due regard for both the 
interests of the people and the service. The gist of my com­
plaint is against the system and whoever is re..,ponsible for it. 

The place of delay in the inauguration of this service is here 
in the Department itself. The injustice done the people is com­
mitted after the petition leaves the hands of the agent and 
reaches the Department, where it must go through the slow 
grinding mill of red-tapism. The discretion lodged in the De­
partment is too great, their power is too unlimited. That they 
should abuse it is not unnatural; that they should mistake their 
own character and imagine themselves masters rather ·than 
servants of the people is not surprising. Wherever in all hi -
tory there has been lodged great power there has always been 
found more or less abuRe of it. 

This idea suggests that we, as representatives of the people, 
charged with the high duty- of legislating in the interest of 
the people, are not without fault in contributing to the abuses 
which have grown up in the Department by our failurP. to ena<'t 
general legislation to govern the service. By our failure to act 
we have thrown the burden of admini.tering this great service 
into the hands of ,the Department without a single suggestidn 
as to how the enormous sum we each year appropriate shall be 
used. We have said to the Department, in effect, "Here are 
$28,000,000; use it as seems wisest to you, only use it for the 
benefit of the rural delivery service." It was my earnest hope 
that the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-RoRds would 
bring to the attention of the House and for its consideration 
some comprehensive plan looking to the better organization and 
administration of this service. Congress must act in this mat­
ter sooner or later, and the sooner the better. We can not 
much longer justify our inaction. The responsibility is upon 
us of saying in what manner the people's money shall be spellt. 
We can not longer shirk the duty we owe in this respect 

But, Mr. Chairman, to return to the policy of the Department, 
let me say that it is evident that they are not satisfied with mak­
ing hard conditions precedent for the e~tablil'lhment of rural 
service, but they have adopted a plan for the future, according 
to the report of the Postmaster-General, which will mean the 
discontinuance of thousands of rural delivery routes now in 
operation, especially in the South, where the patronage of rural 
service is not as large as that given it in some other sections of 
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the country. The Postmaster-General, in his report, page 93, 
announces the policy of the Department in this language: 

The discontinuance without delay of any route where it is found on 
inspection that tecause of a lack of appreciation of the service the 
expenditure invol>ed is unwarranted. 

Again, be says : 
'rhe substitution of every-other-day service where the patronage is 

not sufficient to warrant daily service, thereby discontinuing the em­
ployment of a carrier. 

Tilis announcement of the Postmaster-General's policy for 
the future ga•e riEe to a perfect furor of alarm throughout the 
country. Tile people and the press voiced their disapproval in 
no unc"rtain language, and l\Iembers of Congress were deluged 
with protests and inquiries. E•erybody, with the solitary ex­
ception of the Po t-Office Department, saw the unreasonableness 
aml injustice of such a course. 

Anxious to know what interpretation the officials in imme­
diate charge of this service would put upon the announcement of 
the Postmaster-General, I wrote to the Fourth Assistant Post­
master-General in January and received this letter in reply, and 
for t1.1e information of the Ilou e I shall read it in full, as it 
touciles the points invol\ed: 

POST-OFFICE DEPA.RT:llEXT, 
FOURTH ASSISTANT POST~fASTER-GENERAL, 

DIVISIO~ OF RURAL FREE DELI>ERY, 
Washington, January 22, 1906. 

Hon. A. F. LE>ER, 
House of Rept·esentati~:es. 

Sm: I ha>e your letter of the 13th instant, in which you state it is 
ger:et·ally understood that there is in progress an inspection of rural 
delivery routes with a view to discontinuing or reducing to triweekly 
servic<' such of them as show little patrona;;e, and asking to be advised 
as to the policy of the Department in this regard. 

In reply you are advised that the inspection of the service which bas 
been instituted is with a view to ascertaining the cause for any ad­
verse conditions which may exist and the possibility of removing such 
conditions. On discovering that there is a lack of patronage on a 
gi7cn route consider tion is given, first, to the possibility of increa ing 
the lntere t In the service on the route; second, to the possibility of 
rearr:-t';lging the ro;1te so as to increase the J?atronage; third, to the 
po.s.sibility .of establishing e•ery-other-day serv1ce in lien of daily serv·· 
1ce, and, last, to its discontinuance where the conditions are such that 
the expenditure involved in the operation of the route is unwarranted. 

In this connection attention is respectfully invited to the re::>ort 
of tte Postmaster-General fot· the fiscal yeat· ended June 30, lSOfi. a 
copy of which is forwarded to you under separate cover, pa;1;e !13. 
While no fixed rule as to the amount of mail which should be handled 
on o. rural route has been adopted, still the Department feels that the 
a.-era;re rural route should handle 3,000 pieces of mail pet· month, with 
a poz.sible minimum of 2,000, but the question of the discontinuance of 
the service on routes must in all cases depend upon the conditions as 
they exist on such routes, and the expenditure invol>ed in op~rating 
the s r>ice on a given route might not be deemed warranted, even 
though the miaimum of 2,000 pieces of mail per month were handled, 
where it was found that a considerable numbet· of the possible patrons 
were not availing themselves of the benefits of the service. 

As to your inquiry relative to the section of the country which shows 
the least patronage of rural delivery, I have to say that the Depart­
ment is not in possession of data as to the number of families patron­
izing all routes. The average amount of mail handled per route is not 
nn absolute indication as to whether there is a lack of patronage, as a 
gi'len number of people on one route may take more mail than the 
name nnmher on another route. 

The States included among those handling Jess than an average of 
3,000 pieces of mail per route per month are Indian Territory, 2,806 ; 
Kcntt~ck y, 2.783; :B'Iorida. 2,515; Tennessee, 2,4!>7; Louisiana, 2,411 ; 
South Carolina, 2,407; Oklahoma, 2,394; Texas. 2,3R3; District of 
Columbia, 2,R70; Geor.,.ia, 2,147; Arkansas, 2,067 : Virginia, 2,015; 
Alabama, 1,989 ; North Carolina, 1,909 ; Mississippi, 1,758. 

Very respectfully, 
P. V. DE Gnaw, 

Fourth Assistant Postmaster-Gene1·al. 
This is a most interesting document and discloses a policy 

which must alnrm every friend of rural deli\ery. You will 
notice that the Department intends through a rigid inspection of 
the service to ascertain if the appreciation of it is such as to 
warrant the expenditure necessary for its continuance. They 
set ·up an indefinite standard by which the appreciation of the 
seHice is to be measured, and this standard is predicated upon 
the idea that the appreciation of the service must be shown in 
the pah·onage of it, as shown by the number of pieces of mail 
handled, and this, in the last analysis, means the measure of 
appreciation in the amount of cancellation. A money -value is 
to be put upon appreciation. I wish to call attention to the fact 
that the Po t-Office Department has never been run with a view 
to making money. It exists because it is the function of the 
Go•ernment to supply its people with adequate mail facilities; 
and only once or twice in its history has it failed to show a 
deficit of receipts over expenditures. The Department was 
established for the purpose of making the social intercourse 
between the people of the counh·y inexpensive and easy, for 
promoting commerce, and for the general welfare, education, and 
convenience of the people. The idea of making the service self­
sustaining bas never entered the brain of any Administration 
save this one. Deficits running in amounts from $3,000,000 
to $14,000,000 per annum have not alarmed the people, and 
ha "r-e occasioned no special complaint. It seems to me that 

if reforms are necessary in the Post-Office Department, and I 
have no doubt of that, the Administration could find some other 
service than this to begin with. If I had the time, I tilink I 
could call their attention to some abuses which might engage 
them for at least a short while. No one expects that rural 
delivery will become self-sustaining in a short decade. It is a 
new service, and its growth must be gradual. It is absurd for 
tile Department to promulgate a rule that a route must be dis­
continued, where it does not appear that it is handling from 
2,000 to 3,000 pieces of mail per month. A strict enforcement of 
such a rule would practically discontinue all of the routes 
recently put in in the South. No new service is at once pat­
ronized generally. The patronage increases from day to day 
as the service _ becomes more and more appreciated, and as the 
people become more and more satisfied that the service is to be 
permanent. When route No. 1 at Columbia, in my district, was 
establisiled there was but one newspaper delivered along its 
whole length. The people had not come to appreciate the serv­
ice. After it had been in operation for some li ttle time, how­
ever, the mail handled began to increase, and during the quarter 
ending December 31 last, the carrier on this same route deliv­
ered 4,921 newspapers, aside from the other mail. If the 
Department, when this service was put into operation, Ilad been 
enforcing this new rule, this route would have been discontinued. 
I believe the day will come when rural delivery will be self­
sustaining, for as the people become more educated, and as 
newspnpers and magazines become to them more of a necessity, 
they will more and more use the facilities which the Government 
bas put at their doors. 

I deny to the Department the right to set a standard of appre­
ciation of this service. I deny it the right of exercising a dis­
cretion in a matter about which it can know notiling. How can 
the Department know what value you or I put upon a letter or 
a newspaper? It may be that we do not get but one letter a 
week, but that letter may mean a great deal to us. How can 
the Department know otherwise? The poor widow living on a 
rural route, whose boy is at college or in a distant city toiling 
for Ilis support and hers, may not write many letters and may 
not recei•e many, but can it be said that she does not apvre­
ciate those she gets from that boy as much or more than does 
the Wall street broker, whose letters are counted in hundreds 1 
You can not measure the appreciation of this service by the 
amount of mail Ilandled nor by the cancellation. The power 
should not be lodged in the Department to say to tbP. people, 
"You do not appreciate what we are giving you, and tilerefo.re 
we will take it away." The Department must uncierstaud that 
it is not giving to these people anything, for the mone~· which 
goes to the support of this service comes from ilic peopl(', and 
they ha\e a right to expect that some of it, at least, be retnrne(} 
to them. 

But, ~Ir. Chairman, this letter discloses anotb~r fact to which 
I wish to direct the attention of the House. I quote: " While no 
fixed rule as to the amount of mail which should be handled on 
a rural route bas been adopted," and then the Fourth Assistant 
states what he conceives to be a reasonable average for e:wh 
route, and then-goes on to couple with his first statement the fol­
loTI"ing: "~There it was found that a considerable nmnuer of 
the possible pah·ons not availing themselves of the benetit of the 
service," the route would be considered wi1 h a yiew to its dis­
continuance. In other words, a route may hfllldle 3,000 pieces 
of mail per month, and yet if this amount is not sufficiently 
large to meet the expectations of the Department tile service, 
in the discretion of the Department, can be discontinueu. A 
more indefinite and uncertain rule could not l>e found. It lodges 
in the discretion of the Department the right to set up a stand­
ard of possible patronage which may be the guide in your com­
munity, while a different standard would be the gu!de in :mother 
section. The rule is absolutely unreasonabl~, and it 1Jerruits 
the Department a power of discrimination which can be used to 
the great injustice of ce!-"tain sedions of t1.1e country. This rule 
does not take into consideration the faet that there may be a 
possible patronage of 100 people to a route, but for some reason 
only twenty-fi\e are patronizing it, but these may be taking 
daily newspapers and the great magazines of the counh·y; their 
homes may be model homes, and their children in college. The 
Department, in its discretion, has the right to discontinue the 
service to these twenty-five people, who are proving themselyes 
worthy of every consideration, because the route does not show 
the largest possible patronage. Who will say that such an 
act would not work an injustice? Who will deny such a 
discretion as this ought not to be lodged in any bureau 
chief? 

This letter announces another rule to the effect that the De­
partment, in its discretion, may reduce the service from daily 
to triweekly. This is in violation of the fundamental idea of 
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t hls service. The wllole system of rural delivery contemplates. 
t hat tile American fal'mer shall have his mail delivered at his 
door at least once a day. It was the intention of the fathers 
of this system that a d:llly mail should go to the man living in 
t he rural districts, and it was not in tile mind of Congress, 
wllen these appropri:ltions had been made from time to time, 
t hat they should be used for the pw.·pose of inaugurating tri­
weekly service. Here we haye another instance of an abuse 
of power by a great Department of the Government, and 
gives another eYidcnce of the necessity for legislation on that 
subject. 

Ur. Chairman, thls letter of the Fourth Assistant Postmaster­
General shows another thing to which I wish t o call the atten­
t ion of the Hou e. In writing General De Gruw, I asked him to 
furnish me the names of the Stutes in which there seemed to lJe 
the least appreciation O'f ·ural service as shown by the amount 
of patronage. I confess that I was not sw.·prised, f o:r: I sus­
pected that the state of facts as shown by the Fow.·th As­
sistant's letter was perhaps the reason for the rule, when I 
found him writing that "the States included among those 
handling less than 3,000 pieces of mail per route per month are 
Indian Territory, Kentucky, Florida, Tennessee, Louisiana, South 
Carolina, Oklahoma, Texas, District of Columbia, Georgia, Arkan­
sas, Virginia, Alabama, North Carolina, 1\Iississippi." Thus we 
see that the solid Democratic South falls within this arb-itrary 
and suspicious rule of the Department. Not a single State among 
t hose mentioned in this letter is above the historic line of Uason 
and Dixon, and I feel that I am justified in the suspicion that 
this new regulation was adopted for the purpose of perpetuat­
ing the policy of discrimination against the South, which bas 
been pursued by the Depal'tment since the beginning of this 
senice. I :un not building straw men for the purpose of 
knocking them down, but the records of the Department will 
bear me out in the statement that this service has been admin­
istered in a sectional and partisan manner. And let me say in 
this connection, l\Ir. Chairman, that but for the zeal and energy 
of Southern Representatives in Congress rural deliyery would 
not to-day be in existence. It was a southern man who first 
proposed it to the Congress and southern men have been its 
most zealous friends and advocates. 

Some years ago I undertook in an argument in the House to 
show that eYen then a policy of discrimination against the South 
had been adopted by the Post-Office Department. I think the 
fact was demonstrated by the records of the Department, beyond 
the shadow of a doubt. There has been no change in the atti­
tude of the Department toward the South since that time. The 
records of the Department will show t o-day that 50 per cent of 
adyerse reports upon rural delivery petitions come from the 
South, wllile 10 per cent will coyer the adverse reports from 
other sections of the country. The number of routes in opera­
tion in Southern States are 50 per cent less than the number in 
operation in Northern and Western States of equal population 
and densicy of population. In the twelve so-called Southern 
States, with a population of 21,713,000, in round numbers, there 
were in operation on January 2, 1906, 8,605 routes, while in the 
four States of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, and Kansas, ·with a 
population of 11,038,000, in round numbers, there were in op­
eration, on the same date, 8,510. Tllese four States, with only 
half the population, have as many routes in operation ns all of 
the Southern States combined. In the South there is n rural 
route in operation for eyery ~500 of its population, while in the 
four States mentioned there is a route in operation for every 
1,400 of population. The State of Kansas, as rock-rib1Jed and 
everlasting in her republicanism as South Carolina is in her 
democracy, and with a population of only 130,000 more than 
South Carolina. had in operation 1,555 routes, as against 532 
for South Carolina-a difference of over a thousand routes in 
favor of Republican Kansas. In South Carolina there is only 
one rw.·al route for eyery 2,500 of population, while the uui t of 
population for rural ~enice in Kansas is only 050, anll the 
density of population of South Cru·olina is greater, by fa>', than 
that of Kansas. Republican Oklahoma, with a population of 
only 3!)8,000, has in operation 504 routes-62 routes more thtlll 
in my own State. with a population four times as great. These 
comparisons could be carried out ad infinitum and each one 
would demonstrate tile fact thnt the service bas been admini -
tered in a partis..~ and sectional manner that is disgraceful to 
any go.-ernment. 

This new rule of the Department setting a standard for the 
number of pieces of mail to be handled on a route is calculated­
! fear deliberately intended-to continue tbi.3 policy of sectional 
and partisnn administration of the service. 

l\lr. Cbairman, I ask for my section nothing more and nothing 
less than common justice- the _ a11plication of the much-vaunted 

"square-deal " pr inciple. We are in tile Union; we are llere 
to stay. Your flag is our flag; your country i"' our counh-y. 
To its welfare we owe our contributions, and we gi\e them; to 
its defense we owe our lives, and \Ve h..'l\e given tbem. And it 
does seem to me that the day has come when we should cease 
to pay the penalty for having bad the cow.·age to fight for our 
conception of r ight and in defense of a principle whlch bas suc­
cessfully met every adversary, save that of force alone. [Loud 
applause.] 

JI.Ir. MOON of Tennessee. .Mr. Chairman, I yield fifty minutes 
to the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. FINLEY] . 

[1\fr. FINLEY addressed the committee. See Appendix.] 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. OVER­
STREET] and the gentleman from Tennessee not desiring to use 
any further time, the Clerk will proceed with the reading of 
the bill. 

The Clerk, proceeding with the reading of tile bill, read as 
follows : -

Be it ena-cted, etc., That the- following sums be, and they are hereby, 
appropriated for the ser-vice of the Post-Office Department, in conform­
ity with the act of July 2, 1836, as follows : 

OFFICE OF TH.lil POSTllASTER-GE)lERAL. 

1\fr. SULZER. 1\Ir. Chairman, I move t o strike o'ut the last 
word. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman f rom New York is r ecog­
nized. 

1\Ir. SULZER. Mr. Chairman, some time ago-to be accurate, 
on December 13,. 1905-I introduced in this House a resolution 
calling on the Secretary of State for all letter , dispatcbes, doc­
uments, correspondence, papers, and information between tllis 
Government and Austria-Hungary in the case of 1\larcus Braun, 
a special immigration inspector of tile United States, wllo was 
ane ted at the instigation of the Austro-Ilungarian Government 
in Budapest, in the month of l\fay, 1005, while in the per­
formance of his official duties in that country. That arrest was 
unwarranted and unjustifiable, and the Austro-Ilungarian Gov­
ernment subsequently apologized for the arrest and repri­
manded its officials who caused it. 

'The resolution, sir I introduced passed the House unani­
mously, went to the Secretary of State, and in response thereto 
that official forwarded to the Congress what purported to be 
all the papers and documents in this case; but I am r eliably 
informed that the most important document, a letter from 
Consul-General Chester, at Budapest, which gave his views of 

-tile case and set forth in detail all the facts in this matter, was 
withheld. Why tllat important letter, so far as l\fr. Braun is 
concerned, was suppressed I do not know, and I do not intend 
at this time to talk about it. The other papers and documents 
in this matter haYe been printed and are on file. They are 
known as House Document No. 482, printed February 8, 1906. 
1\lr. Braun has answered it specifically, and filed his answer in 
the State Department. 

The facts in the case very bi·iefly are as follows : On the 
afternoon of 1\Iay 8, 190.5, 1\Iarcus Braun, then a guest of the 
Hotel Hungaria, in the city of Budapest, Hungary, saw one of 
tlle State detectives of the Hungarian Government, by the 
name of Hugo Kalmar, taking out of the letter box of the hotel 
and reading 1\lr. Braun's personal and official letters. The 
detective was just in the act of reading a letter written from 
Dr. Frank Dyer Chester, United States consul-general at Buda­
pest, to ~lr. Braun, r elating to emigration matters in Hungary, 
wllich 1\[r. Braun was at the time officially investigating on 
behalf of the United States Government. 
~lany weeks before, let me say, 1\lr. Braun had complained to 

tile United States consul-general at Budapest. to the Ron. 
Bellamy Storer, United States ambassador at Vienna, and to 
the Commissioner-General of Immigration of the United States, 
Washington, that his mail, both official and pri'rate, was tam­
pered with, but up to that time he was under the impression 
tllat the spoliation of his letters was caused by petty post­
office officials, but when be caught DetectiYe Kalmar red-handed 
in the act he bad po itive evidence that the unlawful opening 
ot his mail was caused directly by the Austro-Hungarian Gov­
ernment. 

l\lr. Braun recognized in the person of this detectiYe a man 
who for weeks prior to this incident had followed him on all 
tile trips be was making in the capacity of United States immi­
grant inspector throughout that country, and when be caught 
tllis detectiye in the act of rifling hi letters he gaye expression 
to hls indignation and denounced tile act a outrngcous and 
immediately telegraphed to tile United States ambassador a t 
Vienna and to his superiors at 'Vashlngton for protection. 

The day following, namely, on the Dth day of May, IHr. Braun 
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was serTed with a summons to appear before the police cap­
taincy of the fourth district of the city of Budapest, on l'llay 10, 
to answer u cllarge of insulting a Hungarian official. Consul­
General Chester went with Mr. Braun to the chief of police, l'IIr. 
Bela lludnay, to demand an e:\.-plunation, and he also called on 
the councilor of the ministry of interior, Dr. Alexander Selley, 
and at botll places they practically admitted that lUr. Braun 
was under arrest, and considered by them as a private, and not 
an official person, for tlle purpose of detecting him in some 
offense against the Ilungarian emigration law, and to make 
his further stay impossible in that country as an American in­
spector of immigration. 

Tlle evi<lence secured by l'IIr. Braun and Consul-General 
Chester showed conclusi>ely that the reason for this action 
by the Hungarian Government was tllat Mr. Braun's official 
reports of 1D04 had hurt the feelings of several prominent offi­
cials in the Adrea Steamship ·company, which is a concern 
subsiuize<l by the Hungarian Go>ernment, in which many of the 
highe:-t officials of the Kingdom of Hungary are shareholders. 
At the beginning both the ministry of interior and the police 
department, including Detective Kalmar, denied the fact tlmt 
tl.J cy llad opened Ur. Braun's mail or followed him around, 
but wl.Jen tlley were confronted with the po .. Jtive evidence in 
:Mr. Braun's possession tlley made a brazen stand and said: 
"Well, we had a perfect right to do that. Wl.Jat are you going 
to do about it?" 

By direct order of Prime Minister Tisza the police depart­
ment issued official statements to the press against Mr. Braun 
impugning his character, and paid the expenses for printing anu 
circulating a pamphlet, which was sold openly all over the 
Kinguom, containing all kinds of false charges against the honor 
and integrity of Mr. Braun. 

Subsequently Mr. Braun was discharged, and the officials 
res11onsible for l.Jis arrest reprimanded by the Austro-Hungarian 
Go,·ernment. These are briefly the facts in this case. How­
eyer, among the papers sent to this House by the Secretary of 
State, in response to my resolution, is a letter from Mr. Storer, 
the then ambassador of the United States to Vienna, unjustly 
reflecting on ~Ir. Braun. In answer to this letter, and to its 
reply by the tl.Jen Secretary of State, l\lr. John Hay, and in 
answer to all the papers on file in the State Department, es­
pecially to those sent to the House of Representatives by the 
pr~ent Secretary of State and contained in IIouse Document 
No. 482, Mr. Braun promptly filed his reply, and I shall ask the 
H ou!:e, ere I conclude, for its permission to include this reply 
in the REconD as part of my remarks. I belie\e a great in­
justice has beell done Mr. Braun, and I think he is entitled to 
ha>e his side of the case presented to the country in his own 
way and in his own words. To do less would be a denial of 
justice and a refusal to give him his day in court before the 
American people. This reply ,speaks for itself, and is 1\lr. 
Braun's defense and complete vindication. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I desire to say in regard to 1\Ir. Braun 
that on account of 1:.1::.2 outrageous way he bas been treated by 
certain officials of this Go-vernment, and on account of the fact 
that he could not get protection and vindication from those in 
authority, who should safeguard his rights as an official and as 
an American citizen, he has re igned from the office he held, and 
is no longer in tbe employ of the United States Government. 
It may also not be amiss to call to the attention of the Members 
of this Hou e the fact that l\Ir. Bellamy Storer, the American 
ambassador to Austro-Hungary, has been summarily dismissed 
from the diplomatic ser-vice by the President of the United 
States. 

:llr. Chairman, just a few words in conclusion. I want to 
say that Mr. Braun li>es in my district, and bas always been 
an intense and consistent Republican. But politics has noth­
ing to do with this matter. While I am a Member of Con­
gress I shall always do everything in my power to secure 
justice for my constituents and to -vindicate the rights of every 
man, woman, and child that lives in my Congressional district, 
regnrdless of politics, race, or religion. I know Marcus Braun 
well, and I can testify that be is able, sincere, industrious, 
intelligent, and affable, and one of the most patriotic and 
loyal men in all the land. He is entitled to a "square deal," 
aud I sball do all that I can to get it for him. He bas been 
an honest and an efficient official of this Government for sev­
eral years. and has won the esteem of his official superiors. 
He is a fri end of President Roose>elt, who reposes in him the 
most implicit confidence. The charges filed against him se­
cretly in tl.Je State Department by the Austro-Hungarian Gov­
ernment are abwlutely false, and that GoTernment knows the 
charges to be fal se. A great wrong and a great injustice bas 
been done hlr. Braun, and he demands that all the papers in 

this matter filed in the State Department be given the fullest 
publicity, so that the truth shall be known, and m order that 
an honest official and a worthy citizen may be -vindicated in 
the eyes of e>ery true American. [Applause.] 

1\Ir. Chairman, I now ask unanimous consent that the letter 
of resignation and the reply of 1\Ir. Braun to the documents the 
Secretary of State sent to the House may be printed as a part 
of my remarks. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from New York? 

'There was no obj_ection. 
NEW YOBK, March 10, 1906. 

Ilon. F . P. SAnGF.~T, 
Commissioner-General of Immig1·ation, 

Depa1·tment of Commerce and Labot·, Washingto·n, D. C. 
SIR: In the administration of justice the protection of innocence is 

as much the province of the law as is the punishment of crime; and in 
the administration of executive offices the appreciation of work per­
formed is of ru; great, if not infinitely greater, importance as is the pay­
ment of the salary. 

This appreciation of services faithfully and loyally rendered can not 
evidence itself in a more thorough manner than in identifying the labo 
of the servant as that of tbe master, and by giving the laborer the 
power and the authority of those for whom he is at work, and to extend 
to him, while at work, the bro2.dest protection of those in authority. 

One in the service of tl~e Un ited States must feel that be has the 
power of all the United States at his command, if need be, while faith­
fully performing his duty. 'The moment this protection is not at his 
command-that is to say, not at his disposition-ft•om that moment his 
usefulness is perceptibly shaken . If such a man deemed himself in need 
of t he protection of his Government, If he called for it and prayed for 
it, and it was denied him, still more glaringly does the usefulness of 
that man diminish until it arrives at nil. Then there remains but one 
manly course open-to retire from his work. 

Sir, I am in that position. True, at one time I was told by you that 
I h:n·e per·formed ~;cod \YOrk and you did assure me " that some day 
the rr:erit of my work would be reeognized in proper manner," but that 
future appreciation of my work is of insignificant importance in com­
parison to my present position, when I run left helpless by the Depart­
ment to which I appealed for protection against cowardly, brutal at­
tacks upon my honor. and when, against my earnest and solemn protesta­
tions, it w:1s allowed to {!o forth to the world as the last word and " the 
incident cot!sidered closed." that Braun was guilty " of highly improper 
conduct as an official of the United States engaged in a mission in Hun­
gary, * >ll * and that his antecedents are not such as to require any 
further action * * *," conclusions arrived at without my being 
lleard, conclusions based on wickedly false and deliberately malicious 
and lying statements. 

True, I did receive a certain vindication, but the very vindication ac­
corded to me was a veiled injury. When I had heretofore resigned my 
position I was promptly reappointed ; but it was only the salary that 
was given to me ; the kind of work and the nature of the wo1·k I had 
been doing was not again intrusted to me, while the vindication due to 
me, as I think, should have ca.nied with it the assignment to the very 
sphere of work I bad been performin~. 

However, American officeholders do not. generally, hold office as n 
matter of idealism, nor do I, and I would have gladly yielded this point 
of change of assignment and would have been contented to fill my 
office, be it in Canada or Granada, r-;-cw York or Budapest, had the as­
signment to any work, anywhere, been followed up by the examination 
of tlw charges, or, rather, innuendoes, upon which the coordinate branch 
of the Government acted in a manner to which I can not submlt, unless 
indeed I wished to plead guilty to "improper conduct" or to "shady 
antecedents." No office to which I could be appointed vindicates me 
as lo::tg as those charges are not exposed to be malicious falsehoods, 
and I believe I have pro\en that by documents in possession of the 
Government. 

I have petitioned, pleaded, and implored for a chance to be heard in 
my defense, but in vain. I was told that "the incident is closed," that 
I have been reappointed to my old office; that should suffice to make 
me feel that no further >indication is necessary. 

Well. this is a question to which I can respond in but one way. 
Absolutely exonerating you, sir, from any and all responsibility, and 
extending to you my most heartfelt and grateful appreciation of yom· 
kindness to me, but in view of my eamest appeals for a hearing being 
disregarded by the Department of State, to which I had submitted them 
weeks ago, in view or my r eappointement to an office, canied with it 
by an assignment entirely different from the kind to which I thought 
I was to have been appointed, surely different from the kind of work 
I had been doing, I pray to be allowed to tender, and I do now so 
tender, my resignation as immigrant inspector, my resignation to take 
effect on March 20, 1906, on the day of the expiration of the leave of 
absence I now enjoy. 

Respectfully, MARCUS BRAUX, 
United. States Immigrant Inspector·. 

Marcus Bt·aun's answer filed. in the D epartment of State, Washington, 
D. C. 

78 SECO~D AVEXUE, NEW YORK CITY, 

Hon. ELIHU ROOT, 
Feb1·uar·y 21, 1906. 

Secretary of State, Wasl!ington, D . C. 
Sm: Document No. 482 of the first session, Fifty-ninth Congress, 

House of Repre~entatives, entitled " Marcus Braun-.11essage from 
the President of the United States," has tllis day reached me. 

The document closes with a letter of the late Secretary of State, 
.John Hay, of glorious memory, addressed to Mr. Storer, our ambassador 
at the Court of the Hapsburgs, a.t Vienna, wherein the American statf'S· 
man informs the amba sa.dor that, inasmuch as it appears from the 
"correspondence that Braun was guilty of highly improper conduct as 
an official of the United States engaged in a mission in Ilungary in 
openly attacking the Ilungarian Government in the newspapers and 
that his antecedents are not such as to requit·e anv fut·ther ~ction 
than the proper assertion of the dignity of tbe United States, and 
inasmuch as Braun has been recalled and the offending petty officials 
have been reprimanded by the Imperial Government, the Department 
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doe not feel that it is desirable to press the matter further with the 
Austro-Hungarian Government. For these reasons you may let the 
matter drop. " 

Our Mr. Storer bas, in supplying the State D~partment with the 
inf ... rmation upon which the lamented late Secretary of State thought 
himself to be justified to close the incident in the manner in which he 
did, lent himself-! have no doubt that be did so unconsciously-to 
the commission of a most flagrant miscarriage of justice of which I 
have 1Je:)n the victim. 

He had been misled by deceitful people ; his ear bad been filled 
with malicious slanders about me which be was led to accept as truths. 
He to.:>k it for granted that everything that came to him from Austro­
Hungarian go.-ernmental sources was fact, and without examining them 
or any of them, he reported them to the home Government, and without 
any regard for the good old " audeatur et altera pars," I am informed 
•· the incident is closed." _. 

'.fhe Department bus closed the matter. But is it closed? 
As a man of peace, weat·y and worn out by the unequal fight, a plain, 

unassuming man against a powerful goyernment, against crafty gov­
ernment officials trying to saye themselves, I would gladly have "let 
the dead past bury its dead." 

I will show you, however, later on, that these people's nefarious 
practices are stiil at work, right now, here in New York. 

The reports sent by Mr. Storer to the State Department are deliber­
ately false and misleading. 

lie, Mr. Storer, may not know this. I admit it cheerfully, thou"'h. 
Ob, how I wish be bad taken the time and the trouble systematically 
to examine into them! . 

Ills recommendation would have been written in another key. Ile 
would have laid bare the infamy of certa.in Hungarian government 
officials, and would baye insisted, with all the dignity and power of 
this Republic, that the injury done me be atoned for adequately and 
punitive damages be exacted from them. 

'Vith scmpulous care I will abstain from embodying into this brief 
aught but facts. 

I will make no attempts to be eloquent, nor with pathetic appeals to 
arouse or attempt to arouse sympathy. 

This would be-none know it better than myself-a useless and an 
unpardonable offense toward you, whom the American people ha.-e 
learned to honor and to respect as the just, fearless, and honest judge 
of men and character. However, I do appeal to you to look into " the 
case of Marcus Braun." 

You must do so because you, the great jurist-statesman, can not give 
your tacit consent that there shall remain secretly confined in the 
archives of the State Department a bundle of papers-" a dossier "­
which attacks the honor of an American citizen, or attempts to do so; 
by foul and fell innuendo casts a shadow of doubt upon the manner in 
which this American citizen bas discharged a sworn duty; while this 
American citizen earnestly maintains that he can carry conviction to 
every fair-minded American that these attacks upon his honor are 
emanating from moti>es and sources impure and dishonest, and that the 
accusations against him are false as hell and known to be false to 
those who have had the daring to make them. 

Yes, I want to show you that the accusations against me contained 
in that "dossier," only parts of which have been made public as a 
"public document of Congress," are deliberately and maliciously false. 
That the Government which makes them has made them in sheer de­
spair to stop me in my work, which threatened the anyhow-from other 
causes-shaky Austrian and Ilungarian Government with conviction of 
a gi"antic fraud in the administration of its affairs of emigration; that 
that"' Government, which made these accusations against me, namely, 
that I had to be put undet· police surveillance; that I was looked upon 
with suspicion; that my past life was shady; that I had left my native 
country leaving- unpaid debts behind me; that I bad come into con~act 
with the ct"iminal law of the land-and what else these accusatiOns 
might be-deliberately, maliciously, brutally, and cowardly told a set 
of falsehoods against me; and I shall never rest until you, sir, secure 
for me· the triumphant vindication I deserve, and which I must have, 
unless I want to concede even the most remote possibility of there being ! 
even t.be barest trace of truth in these accusations. 

I am fully aware of the weight of the burden I try to put upon your 
shoulders but I also know your Americanism. That sublimely hig-h 
sense of honor and duty which has characterized your life"s work will 
never shirk doing what truth and justice dictate to y;ou in this matter. 

The fact that " tlle incident is closed " will not be a hindrance to 
you becau e in affairs of honor and of truth and of nobility of charac­
ter there are no statutes of limitation. 

The fact that I am quasi rehabilitated by having been appointed to 
office again will not be reason for· you to let bygones be bygones, be­
cause the wrong done has LOt been righted by reappointment. 

The fact that an examination of the matter might cause embarrass­
ment-here tbere, somewhere ; might ·even bring about the necessity 
of your telllng a friendly foreign Government a piece of your mind and 
to preach to that Government a sermon upon the command of the deca­
loo-ue "Thou shalt not bear false witness "-can not be any reason for 
he"'sitancy on your part, because higher that all other considerations 
are the claims of an American citizen unjustly attacked in tbat which 
is dearest to him-his honor. 

Nor am I afraid of the possible objection that might be raised known 
as •· the rules of the Department," which stand in the way of a re­
consideration or a rehearing of the case. I · am not addressing myself 
to a man whom iron rules, stereotypic regulations, or bureaucmtic 
methods could prevent from action where he thought action to be hi1 
duty. 

I humbly pray. sir. not to be mi~understood. It Is pot pecuniary 
damage or poblic apology or omethmg of that sort whrch I demand. 
I want your Department"s thorough examinatil)n into every minute 
detail of the affair. I want your Department's final judgment to be 
issued based on testimony and evidence, and not on scurrilous letters, 
"on dits," "we thinks," "anonymous communications," "we have 
been tolds." or " I am flssureds," even i! this comes from so high an 
olli,.er of the Government as an ambassad~r to that foreign Government. 

Let me now proceed. sir, and I will show you a phase in the con­
dition of affairs in public life of Austria and Hungary the darkness of 
which is all the more dense for me because by it I am made to suffer 
for my work faithfully performed, simply to puni h me for having laid 
hare the corrupt practices obtaining in emigration matters in that 

coy_pntJJ::tunately a representative of our own Government has allowed 
hims2lf to be hoodwinked by the wily politicians of Austria ~nd 
Hungary, and t he ambassador at Vie~na, our own Mr. Storer, was made 
to do for that Government-unconsciOusly, as I have said before-the 
nefarious deed of "showing me up," and to heap abuse on me and to 

put me into the most unenviable position imaginable, humiliating me, 
humbling me, and putting me on my defense. 

I shall take up the report of our Mr. Storer seriatim, and I shall be 
satisfied to leave the result with you. 

Before I do this, I must speak " in personam." The red line run­
ning through the entit·e affair is the accusation, by ins1nuatio:J and 
directly made, that in 1892, when I left my native country, I did so 
under a. cloud ; that a criminal charge was pending against me ; that 
the Hungarian Government felt justified in putting me under police 
surveillance. 

It is incredible to suppose that people endowed with ordinary intel­
ligence should be so awfully stupid as to find no better excuse in the 
attempt to justify a wr.ong done than this afterthought to attack my 
character, but yet the Budapest people do so. The awful stupidity 
lies in the fact of-what they should have known-my ability ,to refute 
their accusations so thm·oughly and so convincingly that there remnins 
no other conclusion to come to than that not only are the accusations 
made against me false and untrue, but that the people making them 
knew them to be so at the time they made them. 

If in 1892 I left my native countt·y under a cloud, why was I not 
under police surveillance when I fu·st visited Hungary (I visited 
H ungary after having been in the United States only about twenty 
months), and why not on the occasions of my other numerous visits, 
and why did they appoint me to represent them in some important mat­
ter in the United States (as hereinafter specified) ? Why did they 
gran t me my discharge from the :Maeyar citizenship? Why did ministers 
of the Kingdom honor me, thanking me for services performed by me 
for their nation? Why did pl"ime minister and ministers of the dual 
ruonareby receive me officially and at private hearings? Why should 
I ha>e become the target for their persecution only a!ter I have in 
the honest discharge of my duty " showed them up," refused to be 
bribed into silence or into connivance at or participation in their doings, 

· which I found to be contrary to the req uirements of our own laws? 
llut pray pardon me, I will proceed chronologically. I was born in 

1SG5, in Hungary, and in the year 1 7 I was drafted into military 
sel·vice. I left the military service May 2, 1890, having completed 
t he actual s2rvice and been placed in the reserve. 

I immediately left Budapest and went to Munich, Bavaria, where I 
remained until October of the same year. li'rom Munich I went to 
Paris, making stops of a few weeks at the cities of Stuttgart, Karlsruhe, 
and Strassburg. In Paris I remained until December, 1891, but made 
fr equent trips from there to varipus parts of Europe in my capacity as 
a tt·a>elers' guide. My last trip as such guide I made in December, 
1 91, from Paris to Ror. mania with an Australian family, and having 
earned a comparatively large amount of money, I decided to emigrate 
to the United States. I returned to Budapest the first week of Febru­
ary, 1892, made application to the civil and military authorities for 
permission to leave, and on May 9 started on my journev, duly 
equipped with the nece sary passport and permission entered· in my 
military book from the proper authority. I stopped a few days in 
Vienna, then in Berlin, and subsequently, on June 12, sailed from 
Rotterdam on the S. S. Maasdarn, bound for New York, arriving at this 
port June 22, 1892. Within two or three weeks after my anival I 
duly reported to the Austro-Hungarian consulate-general of New Yot·k, 
as prescribed by the rules and regulations, and this also was entered in 
my military book. 

In New York I began work as a canvasser for a picture and frame 
concern, but already in the fall of that year I bad become the reporter 
of the Oesterr. Ung. Zeitung, a German newspaper dedicated to the 
inter-ests of the Austro-Hungarians in the United States. I also be­
came connected With the German Herold, then, as now, one of the 
le!lding German daily newspapers of the city of New York, and with 
t.llis latter newspaper I was connected as a reportet· when, in April, 
1893, that newspaper sent me to the.. Chicago World's Fair as its special 
representa.tive. 

In Chicago, at the World's Fair, I. in addition to my work as news­
paper man, became connected with the establishment known as "Old 
Vienna," a semiofficial Austrian governmental exhibition or institu­
tion , being appointed as the press agent thereof. 

In the cour· e of my duty I became aware of dishonest practices on 
the pat·t of the Austro-Hungarian commissioner-general, one Dr. An­
ton von Pallitschek, who was also consul-general of Austria and Hun­
gary at New York City. It may not belong here to speak of this case 
but it will be interesting enou_1;h to state here that, single handed and 
against the most powerful in nuences, I succeeded in forcing the Aus­
trian Government to recall the man and to put him on trial for the 
malfeasance and misfeasance of office I charged him with and to secure 
his conviction. 

I mention now another incident which shows how fully aware were 
the Magyar governmental authorities of my whereabouts and of my 
doings, so that if it had been true that when I left Hungary a. crim­
inal charge was pending against me I could have been apprehended 
or if the criminal charge did not fall within the provisions of the 
tre:1ty of extradition my passport could have teen, as by law it should 
have been. refused to me. 

'l'he incident is this: On my arrival at Chicago one day-I bad come 
and gone frequently from and to New York-1 gnve my handbag to 
Parmelee's express to carry to my hotel. In that bag- there was, among 
other things, my passport and my military identification booklet in­
dorsed by the Austr·o-llungarian consulate. '.fhe express company lo t 
my handbag, and I lost my papers. At my fit·st visit to Budapest, in 
April, 1894, I reported my loss to the proper authorities having charge 
of the passport bureau and of the military affnirs. and some months 
later I received a duplicate passport and a duplicate military identifi­
cation booklet, the same being given to me by the co::~sul-general of 
Austria-Hungary in New Yot·k, tht·ough whom the Hungar·ian authori­
ties had forwarded it. 

As stated above, in April, 1894, I visited Hungary. It was my first 
visit to my native land. I had become acquainted with :Mr. E. P. '1'. 
Hammond, United States consul at B udapest, and he was good enough 
to introduce me to the then prime minister of llungary, Mr. Alexander 
Wekerle. 

I secured a release from participation in the military maneuvers 
of that year, and this permission to be absent from that sel·>ice was 
duly entered in my military hool<let. '.fhe per·mission to be absent dur­
ing the maneuvers of the year before I had obtained that :rea r through 
the Austro-Hungarian consulate. 
• I remained in Budapest about five or six weeks. I vlslte:l publi!.! 
places, men of affairs, politicians, statesmen, journalists. and new~­
paper offices. There was never any sug-gestion of my " having left 
under a cloud," nor of a criminal charge, not· of any charge against 
me. I was not molested. 

In July, 18!)4, I was back in New York. I appeared before the 
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naturalization bureau of the New York court of common pleas and 
nsked to be given my " declaration of intention," known as the "first 
paper." 

'I'he clerk of the court wanted me to forswear my allegiance to "the 
Emperor of Austria." I refused, claiming that I owed no allegiance 
to the Emperor of Austria, but did owe allegiance to the King of 
Hungary, whose subject I was. The clerk refused to see any differ­
ence between an Austrian and a Hungarian subject, and I applied to 
the court for a mandamus. 

The subject created an immense stir in Austro-Hungarian circles 
and journalism; it became a subject of diplomatic and parliamentary 
discussion, and in your Department, sir, you will find, under date of 
June 12, 18!)6, among the diplomatic and state papers, one referring 
in full to the "naturalization case of Marcus Braun." The Magyar 
newspapers lauded me for my patriotism ; the Magyar ministers had 
their su.y with the Austrian minister of foreign affairs. Suffice it to 
say that one day the present ambassador of Austria-Hungary at Wash­
ington had me cited befot·e him at the office of the consul-general at 
New York, when he, Mr. llengelmuller, the then and present ambassa­
dor, " in behalf of the land," and "under instruction from his Govern­
ment, ... expressed his thanks for my "patriotic conduct." 

Early in 1 !15 I had married, the then acting consul and vice-consul 
of Austria and Hun~ry, Mr. Otto Eberhard, being one of my witnesses 
at the ceremony, ana promptly, as required by the military laws of the 
country of my birth, I repot·ted to the proper authorities this change 
in my " social status." 

The New York Journal had just then passed into the hands of John 
R. McLean, and by the new management I was sent to be the special 
representative of that paper at the ceremonies of the opening of the 
Baltic Canal, at Kiel. Germany. I reported that event for the Journal 
and also for the Pesti Naplo, at Budapest. 

After the canal-opening festivities I went to Budapest with my wife, 
and the then prime minister of Hungary, Baron Bantry, asked me 
about the naturalization matter above mentioned by me, which then 
had not been finally decided and was still pending. I put him in pos­
session of the facts and the manner and method of the administration 
of the law, gave him copies of the mandamus papers and the brief of 
my attorney. 'l'he minister president, Baron Bantry, took these papers 
to Vif:'nna to the Austro-Hungarian foreign minister, Count Golu­
chowski, and the paper above mentioned, of the date of June 12, 1896, 
was the result of my work and of my interview with the prime minis­
ter of Hungary. 

During this visit of mine at Budapest I was recei-ved by the minis­
ter president of the country, as above stated; news-papers wrote about 
the " Case of :Marcus Braun," the "Patriotic Mr. Braun," who refuses 
to be known as a "subject of Austria." I was not shadowed. I was 
not persecuted. There was not even a suggestion of my " having left 
under a cloud " or of a criminal charge pending against me. I was 
not molested . 

In the fall of 1895-I had returned to New York-Baron Johann 
Leonhardi, the then consul of Austria. and Hungary at New York. 
engaged me: officially engaged me, to be the American press agent of • 
the mlllenruum festival that was to be held in the following year in 
honor and commemoration of the one thousandth anniversary of the 
formation of the country of my nativity. 

This designation was officially recognized by the Hungarian minister 
of commerce. The prime minister and all the other ministers sent me 
their photographs with flattering letters, to be published by me in the 
"festival" number of "The Hungarian American," a magazine I bad 
founded, and wht>rein I boomed effectually the Magyar Millen ·um 
FeRtival and the Budapest Exposition therewith connected. · 

To the " festival " I went to Budapest, taking with me also the 
authorization of the New York World to be its special cm·respondent. 
I was officially received by the prime minister and the other members 
of tbe cabinet, and when, on :llay 2, 18!:>6. there was held at the 
Budapest Opera House the famous gala performance, at which even 
the King was present, I was made the recipient of one of the in"Vita­
tions sent ont by the premier. Of about 800 journalists pre ent at the 
capital of Hungary on that day, only six were invited to that per­
formance, and I was, as I said, one of these six. On April 28, the 
present and then chief of the Budapest police, .Ir. Bela Rudnay, gave 
me. on my personal application, a special " police-line permit.l• The 
addt·esses of the letters sent to me at New York by the Millennium 
authorities were not written or typewritten, they were printed ; I was 
evidently on the "list," recognized as one of their own, and, later on, 
I was paid for my services-true, I had to sue for it. And yet, 
during all of that time, I was not shadowed, I was not persecuted, 
there was never any suggestion of criminal charges or of any charges 
pending against me. or that I had left my country under a cloud; I 
was not molested ; I bad an office there, with registered cable address 
("Americus Budapest"), at No. 4 Nagy Korona utcza, where my 
shingle bung out; and in April, 1806, I was given a special police 
perrnit by tl.Je very same chief of police who in 1905 said he had to 
shadow me because in 1 !)2 there was a criminal charge made against 
me. lie had not sharlowed me on my former visits, nor had he any 
fears of me on my subsequent visits in 189!), in 1!)01. and in 1902. 

Do you, you the famous jurist-stu tesman, belie-ve the story of that 
" criminal charge? " 

In 1897 I applied . for a discha_rg~ from the .bonds of my Hungarian 
citizenship--to have my expatriatiOn recogmzed by the Hungarian 
Government. This request was granted in 18!:>7. As you may see from 
the attached translations of the certificates issued, the laws of Hun­
gary absolutely forbid the expatriation of a citizen against whom any 
criminal charge is pending. The certification of my expatriation was 
issued by the mayor of the city of Budapest after the latter had re­
ceived the following information from the criminal authorities, a cer­
tified copy of which was secured by United States Consul-General 
Frank Dyer Chester at Budapest, and which is now on file at the State 
Department: 

ROYAL CRIMI~.A.u COURT OF JUSTICE, 
Budapest, No. 63728, 1897. 

To the honorable Mayor's Office ot the Capital 
and Residence City of Budapest, Budapest: . 

To your inquiry in the matter of Marcu~ Braun, No. 25609, and dated 
July 4, 1897, I have the honor to inform you with official respect that 
there is no criminal procedure against the individual in question under 
way at this court, and that no sentence has been brought which should 
be executed upon him. 

Budapest, September 16, 1897. 
ZsiTI.A.Y. Presiding Justice. 
Doctor SALZER, Olerk. 

It was the sorry work of our own Mr. Storer, who found ln the 
fact that I applied for this di"scharge in 1897 a circumstance to hit me 
hard, and thereby serve his Austrian friends, who evidently appealed 
to him to save them. Mr. Storer finds that I applied for my discharge, 
as he says, in 1898, because then the " statute of limitations " pro­
tected me. 

Our Mr. Ambassador at the Hapsburg court is after all only a country 
lawyer who argues haphazardly. The Hungarian law knows no statut 
of limltations when the final discharge from citizenship is asked for, 
and, as in the United States, the statute of limitations does not run 
when the person wishing to avail himself thereof bas voluntarily ab­
sented himself from the jurisdiction. Had he, our Mr. Storer, been of 
your judicial mind, had he been prompted by a desire to stand man­
fully and faithfully by his American compatriot, instead of trying to 
help the Austrian minister of foreign affairs, who, among other things, 
told him "he" (referring to me) "is, after all, a Jew," he could readily 
have seen that I made my appltcation to be discharged from the bonds 
of Hungarian citizenship the fi1·st moment I had the right, under the 
law of Hungary, to do so, namely, in 1897. I had become a citizen of 
the United States in 18!:>7. Having come to the United States in 18!:>2, 
I could become a citizen of this country in 1897, and, becoming a citi­
zen of this country in 1897, I could ask for my discharge from Hun­
garian citizenship only in that same year-18!:>7-as the laws of ex­
patriation in Hungary make it a condition sine qua non that the appli­
cant should be able to show, by submitting his certificate of citizen­
ship from the country of his adoption, that he has actually become a 
citizen of another country. 

Pray forgive me for wearying you with these repetitions. The 
matter, however is of supreme importance, and only his high char­
acter and his fiWng a position so important saves Mr. Storer from the 
positive charge of havmg acted mala fide, and to have done so inten­
tionally, when he accused me of seeking the nrotection of the statute 
of limitations. 

l'llr. Storer, in his report of May 27, 1905, says that it is true that in 
1898 I came back to Hungary and succeeded in obtaining a certificate 
of reco~ition of my being a citizen of the United States, and that, 
under tne best legal advice he could obtain, the issuance of such a cer­
tificate from any provincial government of the "Austro-Hungarian Em­
pire " only indicates that the person named owes no taxes or military 
service to his former government. and that there is not pending against 
him any legal prosecution actually begun before his emigration. Mr. 
Storer further reports that in my case the statute of limitations of 
Hungary barred before the year of my return-1808-any prosecution 
for acts committed before going to America, in 1890, whether they 
were officially recorded and published before my departure or after I 
left, and that on this account, there being no prosecution actually pend­
ing, certificate of United States citizenship was granted me in 1898. 
In order to show bow superficially, carelessly, and recklessly Mr. Storer 
makes these statements and draws conclusions, and how ignorant the 
legal talent must have been from which be sought advice, I quote for 
your information the particular section referring to these cases of the 
Laws of Hung-ary of lSi!), entitled "The obtaining and forfeiting of 
the rights of Hungarian citizensllip : " 

" SEC. 3. That he i"s not under criminal investigation in the territory 
of the laws of the llungarian Crown; or that there was no sentence of 
any criminal court against him which remains unexecuted." 

But, even assuniing that Mr. Storer's contention is conect, do you 
not think that the presiding justice of the Royal Hungarian criminal 
court would have answered to the inquiry of the mayor of the city, 
"Yes ; there is a criminal procedure under way against the individual 
in question, but the same i"s outlawed by the statute of limitation," 
provided a cause of criminal action ever existed against me? Of course 
he would have said so, and the law being very clear on the subject no 
such certificate ever would have been granted. · 

I now proceed. · 
Yes~ I forgot to mention it. When, in 1896, I went to Budapest 

to the .millennium festivities I carried with me a very flattering letter 
of introduction from the then consul of Austria-Hungary, Baron Johann 
von Leonhardi, prai"sing me with kind p:1.rtiality for my effective work 
in behalf of the Hungarians and the millennium in the field of Ameri­
can newspaperdom; a translation of this letter is also attached 
hereto . 

.As I said before, I was obliged to sue the Hungarian Government 
for the recovery of my salary as press agent of the millennia! com­
mission, and I then was made aware of having become in the eyes of 
the Hungarian Government officials " persona non grata; " though up 
to the time of the _bringing of my lawsuit I had been "our esteemed 
compatriot." 

I was attacked in one of their official newspapers, and there wad 
put forward as the author of these attacks an individual by the name 
of Alexander Hecht. who, however, at that time went by the name of 
" Hajdu." This individual had lived in the early nineties and until 
the end of 1894 in New York under the name of "Hecht." lie led an 
immoral life and was frequently involved in litigations which proved 
him to be a usurer. He was a friend of former Consul-General Von 
Palitschek. 

I had at that time instructed Dr. Desider Olah, my attorney in Buda­
pest, who was prosecuting my claims against the Hungarian Govern­
ment, to institute proceedings for libel against the two Budapest papers, 
Nemzet and Magyarorszag, that had printed the libelous allega­
tions of said Hecht-Hajdu, but owing to the fact that I was too far 
away from the point of litigation, and my attorney asking continually 
for excessive sums of money, and more particularly because of the fact 
that, with the aid of the Austro-llungarian consulate-general of New 
York City, they attempted to and did manufacture evidence, although 
but of a hearsay nature, and would not even give me a chance to cross­
examine the witnesses, the whole proceeding bein~ ex parte, I did not 
further prosecute the matter. From the attachea exhibit, which is a 
transcript of the testimony so concocted and manufactured, you will 
readily see that I could not very well afford to go into this matter more 
deeply, and this is also the reason why I said to Mr. Storer at Viennn. 
and also to the consul-general at Budapest, 1.\fr. Chester, that under no 
circumstances would I bring any legal proceedings for the violation of 
my mail and the defamation of my character, but I positively deny 
that I ever made this or any similar statement to any newspaper or 
person, as quoted by ~Ir. Storer. 

The perusal of the testimony taken in 1807 at the Austro-Hungarian 
consulate of New York in that libel suit of mine is immensely inter­
esting. That in the wide, wide wo1·ld there should be a civilized coun­
try resorting to such judicial ( ?) methods is simply marvelou:J. Pray 
allow me to give a few outlines thereof. I ha.u been charged with 
having stolen a fur coat and other things from one Horwath, in New 
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York, and Horwath is produced. He testifies: " Braun boarded at my I 
house; he nevet· etole anything; there was never anything stolen at my 
house." Then, to counteract this, they produced Ignatius Weltner as 
a witness, who testifies that ·• somebody told him that he bad heard Hor- , 
wath say at one time that Bt·aun had stolen at his house." And simi-, 
lar and like testimony, and even this taken ex parte, without notice to 
xpe and of course without any opportunity on my part to cross-l!xamine. 

Of course I did not prosecute the two libel suits to final end. , 
What sane man would? 

And yet there is the ex parte accusation of " Mr. Braun failing to 
Pl'e!':ent himself at the proper ministry with official credentials." 

Shall I waste yom· time, honored sir, in attempting to refute such 
general charges, that I "evidently sought to obtain notoriety" or I 
·: seen::ed to seek some means of having myself known as a per'son ob­
no~ious to the Hungarian GoverniGent or fen red by it?" 

I sought notoriety? No; a thousand times no! I had become noto­
t·ious eno~gh in the eyes of the IJungat'ian Government when my report 
of 1!104 bad become known to the Govemment, and the interestmg part 
of the story is that the .HUitgarian Government knew the contents of 
!JlY report of 1!)04 long before the American public learned it. Knew 
It through what sources ? Who knows? nut know it they did, as I 
have. full reason to assert, and from their minute, and, to me incompre­
hensible, _knowle~ge of m~ work grew the strong feeling of antipathy 
that mamfested Itself agamst me and eventually was intensified by my 
speech at the Presidential dirinet· of February H, 1!)05. 

Then, in 1005, I am attacked in the most viCIOus manner for not 
having continued the prosecution of said liuel cases, but this attack 
is again perpetrated by the same individual, "Hecht"-" Hajdu." 
He is made to issue a pamphlet, paid for by the Hungarian Govem­
ment, and about which I have reason to believe the United States 
consul-gMeral at Budapest made a special report. · 
· Pray, look through the attached exhibits, and you will at. once see 
how futile it would have been for me to have brought legal proceed-
ings at Budapest. · -

I again visited Hungary in 1899, in 1901, and in 1902. At no time 
was I shadowed, at no time molested, never any suggestion made of 
my being a " criminal." . 

In 1903 I visited Austria-Hungary as an American official of the 
Bureau of Immigr·ation, Department of Commerce and Labor. 

I am not molested ; no suggestion is made that in 18!)2 there was a 
warrant of arrest issued against me; that I left my country under a 
cloud ; no, no. no ; I am received in the must friendly spirit imaginable. 

Again in Hl04 I am, in official capacity, in Budapest. 
Then, in 1905, I suddenly change into a suspicious person or char­

acter, and I must be shadowed, and my mail must be tampered with. 
And they maintain this up to the last moment, and persuade our 

own Mr. Storer to believe it. These Hungarian politicians making 
these charges I forgive ; they fought me ; it was a question of political 
life or death to them-with brutality, true, but they fought, 1mpelled 
by the law of self-pt·eservation. 

But why our a"mbassador at Vienna, Mr. Storer, should have lent 
himself to do their miserable work is something beyond by comprehen­
sion, unless it be that the smiles and the "friendship" of the Vienna 
nobility are nearer and dearer to his heart than the sacred rights of an 
American citizen. 

Mr. Storer's report, and I assume full responsibility for what I say 
here, is a tissue of glittering ~eneralities of things " be bas been told," 
" he bas heard," " tattle tales, ' unworthy of him and of the high office 
he holds. 

Among the charges made by the Austro-Ilungarian Government and 
echoed by Ambassador Storer against me is this : " Braun is makin9, 
through a Hungarian newspaper, propaganda for emigration to Canada.' 

H?W , an Amer.ican dipl?matic high officer could have repeated the 
stupid nonsense IS somethmg you, Mr. Secretary of State, will not be 
able to perceive. Why, sir, i! I had been guilty of the offense would 
the Hungarian Government have dillydallied for a second? Within an 
hour after that Government bad learned something of the sort, having 
only the most remote semblance of truth, I would have been expelled 
from the ·country, as provided by the Ilungarian emigration law. Of 
course I never did anything of the kind, neither directly nor indirectly, 
and I can not make any denial of the accusation broad enough, earnest 
enough. 

Then Mr. Storer says: "Braun had himself inte-rviewed bv news­
papers belonging to the opposition party, criticising the IIungadan emi­
gration law and its administration." 

I wish to state here that there is absolutely no truth in the accusa­
tion, and I defy anyone to prove anything to the contrary. There is 
not in all of Hungary one paper belonging to any party that contains 
"an authorized interview" with me, which I "had sought" or which 
I bad not sought. Had I uttered one word of criticism against the 
Hungarian Government in any newspaper at any time while in Hun­
gary in any official capacity, I could have been promptly expelled, or, 
if the Government desired to treat me with kid gloves a marked copy 
of such newspaper, containing such indiscretion on my part, if sent to 
'Vashington, would have sufficed to have secured my prompt recall . 
I did, at one time, issue one signed statement which I gave "haec 
verba" later on, but that can not be the basis of Mr. Storer's accusa­
tion. 

"Mr. Braun failed to present himself at the proper ministry with 
official credentials and p<.ssports, but bad evidently sought to obtain 
notoriety as an influential personage charged with important and con­
fidential instructions. He seemed even to seek in every direction 
some mean& of showing himself as a person obnoxious to the Hunga­
rian Government and feared by it." 

This is from Mr. Storer. 
Now, as to l\Ir. Storer's accusation, let me say this: 
In April, 1903, Mr. Storer introduced me to Doctor von Koerber, the 

prime minister of Austria. I bad a fifteen minutes' pleasant inter­
view with Doctor von Koerber, who sent for Councilor Franz Kalten­
tirum, of the ministt·y of the interior. With that gentleman I had a 
confab of an hour and a half's duration, exclusiyely upon the ques­
tion of emigration, the sum and substance of which interview I 
used in my report of 1003, and which was published in ·the Annual 
Report of the United States Commissioner-General of Immigration of 
that year. In February, 1905, this high official of the Austrian Gov­
ernment came to the United States on an official mission connected with 
emi~ration; be paid me a visit at my house, and on February 14, 
1905, the same Mr. Kaltenbrum was my guest at the Hungarian dinner 
tendered to the President of the United States. A few days latet·, about 
the end of April, 1903, I came to Budapest, and was introduced by 
United States Consul Frank ·Dyer Chester to the Hungarian prime 
minister, l\Ir. Koloman von Szell. 'l'he prime ministet· referred me to 
Councilor Dr. Alexander Selley, of· the ministry of the interior, who 
is in charge of all matters relating to emigration and police. This 
interyiew and a number of others, and documents, prints, circulars 
which I received from him personally I also refer to, and do so pretty 
fully in my report of 1903, and y~t.I am a~cnsed o~ having "failed to 
present m;Yself at the proper mm1stry With official credentials and 
passports.' -

Did not he (Mr. Storer) introduce me? Did not Mr. Chester intro­
duce me? Did I not call again on the same officials in 1904? Upon 
my arrival, in April, 1905, Mr. Chester gave me a special Hungarian 
letter of introduction, hereto attached, which I used while traveling 
through the country. Why should I have gone to this high official 
every time I came to Vienna and Budapest? Was I · a diplomat or 
cClnsula.::- officer, or was I simply a plain immigration inspector, an ex­
pert, sent out by _his Government to observe certain things and to 
1·eport his observatiOns? 

In my report for the year 1904 I bad set forth the truth as I saw 
it, the truth as it is ot· then was. I put my finger on the ulcerous 
sores. I showed how they failed to bribe me, and I showed bow willing 
t~ey. were to escape resp~msibility by simply denying statements, made 
withm. one m?ntb, denymg them with the boldness and audacity of 
professwnal . liars. Of course I knew then they feared me, just the 
same :=ts the I?urglar fea.r:s t~e policeman, but I never did anything, said 
anythmg, which would JUStify Mr. Storer of accusing me that I sought 
the opportunities to show how they feared me. 

I_ s_ay I knew they feared me. Did not I, until then an unheard-of 
indiVIdual, have the courage to unmask an -Austro-Hnngarian consul­
general as a cheat and help him to be convicted of crime? Did I not, 
to a certain extent, break up the supererogation of the office of the 
consuls-general of New York to guide the social and political life of 
the Hungarians in New York and force them back into their own offi­
cial spheres? 

Did not I unmask the hypocrisy of an Austro-Hungarian consul­
general of New York, who, very pr6perly, half-masted the consulate's 
flag on the receipt of the sad news of the assassination of his Empress 
Queen, and who proclaimed the usual official mourning for her, and 
the~ went to an opera boutre and leg show performance? 

Did not I unmask one of the consular secretaries as being a common 
gambler, arrested in a raid in a low dive, hauled in a patrol waaon to 
one of the police courts of New York City? Did not I compel the 
Austro-Hnngarian ambassador at Washington to admit that one of 
his subordinates who was sent by him to investigate cet'tain conditions 
of IIungarian miners in West Virginia was a common forget·? 

Did not I have in mind my experience with the officials of the Gov­
ernment when I bad to sue for my eat·nings as the press agent for the 
work performed in New York at the time of the millennia!? 

Had I forgotten my experiences with their administration of justice 
when I had brought my libel suit against " Nemzet " and " Magyaror-
szag?" · · 

Of course, I · knew I was not persona grata with 1:bese people, just 
as I am surely persona non grata with crooked steamship agents, fake 
bankei·s, and individuals of this stamp and this class. 

Had I been the most fastidious claimant to forms of etiquette and 
~g~~r~e~~~n I 1~00~1-d not have complained of my reception in IIungary in 

It was all different in 1905. Then, in 1905, my report was known in 
Hungary, and I was in the eyes of these people the "black sheep" of 
the nation, the "foul bird who had soiled his own nest." 

Long before I had come to Budapest I was pictured as a traitor. 
One of the Hungarian papers wrote : " We prefer to shake bands with 
any of our men who work in the coal mines of Pennsylvania and come 
back home as good Hungarians than with any of · these Americanized 
Hungarians who dine the President of the United States." · . · 

These articles and their English translations I forwarded at that 
time to the Commissioner-General of Immigration at Washington, and 
bad 1\lr. Storer paid a little attention to the newspaper·s of Austria­
Hungary be could have readily seen and known how ·• notorious " I 
was long before my arrival. 

I nev.er added to this "notoriety," nor did I ever attempt, directly 
or indirectly, to add thereto- by an interview, or criticism, re::narks, 
statements, or information of any sort. If I gave any ··information " 
I did so-as it was my right and sworn duty to do-about our imm'i­
gration I a ws, and then only in response to requests made to me in 
good faith, and I repeat it here only as to what our laws were upon 
this or the other subject. 

If I knew anything, I knew the people of Hungary; I knew the state 
of feeling of the Government; I knew the very air of ·the land, ot·, at 
least, of Government circles, to be pregnant with the feeling of hatr·ed 
towar·d me. I knew I must be full of tact, of discretion, of caution, 
of serene, calm, philosophy, and, above all, I knew I must be ab olutely 
truthful, so as not to give even the semblance of an outcry against me. 
And what I knew I had to be, I lived up to to the very dot on the "i." 

I might be permitted to say here that this " tact" and "discretion " 
and " caution " were not unnatural to me to preserve. I do not wish 
to boast, but I wish to point out how I bad made trips of more than 
200,000 miles for the Bureau of Immigration; had visited Englnnd, 
France, Italy, Germany, Russia, the Turkish and the Balkan provinces, 
Egypt, Palestine, Cuba, Mexico, and so forth--everywhere on the same 
or similar mission as sent to Hungary. From nowhere ever came even 
the hint of an " indiscreet conduct " or " want of tact" or "notoriety 
seeking" or any charge whatever, although in none of the places was 'r 
welcome, because everywhere it was known that I had come to learn of 
any possible transgressions against our immigration laws, and there are 
such transgressors in many othet· countries. -

No; a thousand times no. I sought no notoriety ; I was not boast­
ful; I was not indiscreet; I was not guilty of want of tact. 

Then came the incident of my catching, red-handed, the detective· 
pilfering my mail. 

And then came the miserable denials, the prevarications, the lies, the 
slanders. 

. I dare to say it, without fear of successful contradiction, that nevet· 
yet bas a more cowardly, misera:ble trick been played upon an American 
ambassador or any ambassador of any land than bas been played by · 
Minister Count Goluchowsky upon our Mr. Storer, when the Austrian 
diplomat showed to him the warrant printed on page 10 of House Docu­
ment No. 482, which warrant of arrest Mr. Storer says induced him 
not to insist " to obtain from the Hungarian Government an absolute 
retraction of the statement, as well as a denial of its official char-
acter." -

I learned of the existence of this document only recently. 
Never, absolutely never, had it been mentioned while I was in Buda· 

pest. 
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When I caught the detective he at first denied that he had ~oucbed 

my mail or that he had anything to do with me or my affairs; he 
claimed even not to know my name. · 

Then be issued a statement, of which I attach a translation, of hav­
ing watched me because he had learned that in :Munich and in New 
York I had been guilty of larcenies and defalcations. 

The newspaper discussion about this case lasted over a week. There 
was never in any of the papers a statement that I had. figured at any 
time 1n the "official police journal," or that a police Circular or war­
rant h&.d ever been is ued against me. 

When that dectective and his chief and the Government organs 
pounded me most viciously the " warrant " or " police circular " was 
not mentioned or even hinted at. 

As I said before, and I say it here with the solemnity of an oath, I 
learn of it now, through Mr. Storer's letter to Mr. Hay, dated May 23, 
1905, and printed in llouse Document No. 482. 

Mr. Storer, whom I saw the last time on May 26, 1905, never men­
tioned that warrant to me; he did not even hint at the existence of 
such a charge. 

According to the police record a warrant was issued ao-ainst one 
Marcus Braun; it was issued December 16, 1891, and published in the 
Polke Journal February 1, 1892. · 

Shall I solemnly deny of being the man named and described in that 
war~·ant of arrest? 

Y1':s ! I most solemnly deny it ! If, indeed, there ever had been such 
a "Warrant issued; if it was not convenient to manufacture it for the 
purpose for which it bad been actually -used, namely, to hoodwink Mr. 
Storer, and, through him, our home Government! 

A warrant issued against me on December 16, 1891, and published 
in the official Police Journal, the publication in the hands of every 
police officer in the dual monarchy, and in all head offices of all police 
departments throughout Europe, on February 1, 1892, and-just think 
of it-my passport is dated April, 1892, my official military identifi­
cation booklet containing permission to leave for America, is dated 
also April

0 
1802, and bears the signatures of the military authorities 

for May 2 , 1894, November 11, 1894,- December 20, 1895, July 1, 1896. 
August 19, 1896, and September 17, 1896, entered on the occasion of 
my various visits to Hungary. 

My discharge from the bonds of Magyar citizenship bears date De­
cember 6, 1897. Early in 1 90 the ministry of national defense sent 
me, through the New York consulate, a medal. 

I visited Budapest in 1894, and again and again, and again I visited 
Budapest. At one time I sued the very Government, and the Government 
settled with me; at one time the chief of police favors me by giving me 
a special police line permit. 

Never· is it claimed, hinted at, or suggested that such a warrant had 
ever been issued; it is not brought forward as a defense when the 
matter is in court; when, loolt and behold, it is shown by Count 
Goluckowsky to Ambassador Storer, and he, believing it to be a bona 
fide warrant once issued against me, thereupon comes to the conclusion 
that my past life in Hungary was not blameless, changes his position, 
and aliows the Hungarian Government to escape liability upon the 
giving of a colorless declaration, a meaningless declaration of not being 
responsible for what some overofficious subordinate officer has done; 
whereas there are documents in possession of the State Department 
showing just the reverse of this asset·tion. 

But, even assuming that such a notice was ever inserted in the 
Police Journal, does that mean that the person mentioned is guilty of 
crime? Bas Mr. Storer not acquainted himself as yet with the "honest 
workings " of the Budapest police, notorious all over the world, with a 
record which makes the deeds of the Tweed regime of New York look 
like the acts of angels? Let Mr. Storer make inquiries and be will find 
out that for 5 florins he can get anybody's name into the Police Journal. 

Now let me show you that this very avowal of not being responsible 
for what a subordin te official has done is a cowardly, miserable false­
hood and subterfuge. 

That not the subordinate did it-what bad been done-but that be 
was the authorized agent of the Government, acting under positive in­
structions; that the Government of Hungary did it--did it deliberately 
and did it maliciously. 

" The incident is closed," I am informed by the Third Assistant 
Secretary of State in answer to my inquiry, upon my return from 
Europe. I am not allowed to go to Washington to present my case, 
and I am ordered to report for duty at Ellis Island. There by whispers 
and occasional hints I learn some of the contents of the secret charges 
filed ao-ainst me with the State Department. Among the Hungarian 
residents of New York it is openly discussed how "Braun's record was 
shown up" and "what a great diplomatic victory Austria-Hungary 
bas won over the United States." I am being ostracized, snubbed, and 
the anyhow intrigue-ridden officials and superiot·s of mine in some of 
the principal ports of entry of the United States, some of whom main­
tain at all times very close relations with Austro-Bungarian consulates, 
plainly let me feel their contempt for me. 

I appeal to Washington for relief and information; nothing is forth­
coming. Under the date of July 13, 1905, I appealed to the President. 
Please, Mr. Secretary of State, read the attached copy of that letter 
to the Chief Magistrate of the nation, and then judge for yourself 
whether the documents referring to my case and shelved in the archives 

·of your Department, jealously guarded as state secrets, were really 
sect·ets, or whether or not their contents were known to many people, 
and naturally were also made known to me through chaniiels close to 
the Austro-Bungarian consul-general of this city. 

Then when the situation becomes simply unbearable, when I am 
daily flooded with anonymous letters and postal cards, when the resi­
<!-ents of the Hungarian quarter of New York get in such a pit of ex­
citement by continuous controversies pro and contra Braun in almost 
every public coffeehouse, and when these controversies eventually cul­
minate in fistic fights and terminate in police courts, I finally decide 
to resign my position, and state, as I did state to the Commissioner­
General of Immigration in an interview held August 12, 1905, at Ellis 
Island, that my resignation is due to the picayune, pettifogging be­
havior of some of my colleagues and superiors, which, however, is 
only a contributing cause, and that the main reason is, as I stated, "I 
do not think I can afford to serve any further a Government which can 
not protect its officers from insults and indignities." 

But I will show still more. 
I will show, as I have heretofore indicated, that the Hungarian Gov­

ernment still is persecuting me, or at least lending its band to malicious 
" busybodies " among the Hungarians of New York. " 

According to the report of our 1\{r. Storer, the Hungarian Govern­
ment disavowed the action of that subordinate official, gave him a 
reprimand, and Mr. Storer allowed himself to be persuaded that the 
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Hungarian Government had done all that it ought and be could justly 
demand. 

When I bad caught Detective Kalmar tampering with my man, 
and when he bad me cited before the police magistrate for bavl.ng in­
sulted and having threatened him with bodily harm, the position by him 
taken was an absolute denial. 

Be never .mentioned that he bad watched me; he never mentioned 
having bad any suspicions against me. 

I, however, knew-! did not have a suspicion that my mail was being 
read by the police before I received it, I knew this to be the case. I 
positively knew it. I reported, not a suspicion, but the positive ac­
cusation of this being done.. I did so to the consul-general at Buda­
pest, to Mr. Storer at Vienna, and to the Commissioner-General of Im­
migration at Washington, and I believe there must be a report to this 
effect in the archives of your Department from Consul-General Chester. 

I knew, for instance, at 11 o'clock in the forenoon the contents of 
my letters that reached me only at 2 o'clock in the afternoon, because 
they were read at police headquarters before 11 a. m., and I was told 
of it, and the sum and substance of the letters were given to i:ne under 
the seal of secrecy by one of the officials reading them-and reading 
them at the command of the chief vf the bureau. This official of the 
bureau, who read my letters, and several others of his colleagues being 
told by the chief to read my correspondence because the chief had said 
to his subordinates it was necessary to catch me red-banded in my busi­
ness of dealing in white slaves--exporting girls to the United States 
for immoral purposes-that the year before I had taken out sixty-eight 
girls. 

Of course I said to Mr. Storer that I can not very well give the name 
of my informant, but did not the nited States consul-general at Buda­
pest offer to depose under oath his knowledge hereof, by him ascer­
tained? 

This tender of his deposition . by the consul-general of the United 
States at Budapest ought to be, I think, on file in your Department. 

I believe there should be among these papers a report, or a letter 
written by my Budapest attorney to Mr. Storer, relating what he 
knows upon this subject. He and I, coming out of a theater, were 
met by a high police official--one of the superiors of Detective Kal­
mar-wbo accosted me with the question, " When are you going to 
Detta?" Now, the possibility of my going to Detta, an out-of-the-way 
place, insignificant and unimportant-as if, for instance, a New Yorker 
would be asked, " ~'hen are you going to-not to Long Branch, or 
Newport, or Lakewood, or Washington-but to Flushing, Long 
Island? "-was hinted at in a family letter received a fe:w hours before, 
but which letter bad-the conclusion is absolutely irresistible-before 
its delivery to me been read by that police official. 

But to return to my story. When Kalmar, the detective, had made 
his complaint, and bad said that be knew nothing of me, bad nothing 
to do with me, or with my mail, and that be did not even know my 
name, and after I bad been fined, the United States consul-general went 
to Kalmar's chiefs. I had been there with Mr. Chester before the trial. 
Then, and onJy then, came a change in their position. Then it was 
admitted that I had been watched, "because it was a necessity," and 
finally even the reading of my mail was admitted, not in so many 
words, but by the evasive answers and the claim of "whatever we did, 
we had a right to do, because Braun was a suspicious character," etc. 

The perusal of all the documents in the State Department ought to 
show this with absolute clearness. The claim of the Budapest police 
authorities that Detective Kalmar did not act under their positive 
or·ders is a most cowardly shirking of their responsibility, is a deliber-
ate falsehood. . 

Then they say that Kalmar bad been reprimanded for his super-
officiousness and unauthorized action. - _ 

Let us see. Was he really reprimanded? · 
The incident was officially "closed" in l\fay, 1905. In the exhibits 

hereto annexed there are two copies of letters written by this same 
Detective Kalmar, the first dated June 16, 1905, and addressed to the 
editor of a Hungarian newspaper in New Ycrk, wherein this man 
Kalmar requests the editor to print in that Hungarian newspaper, pub­
lished here in New York, a long line of accusations and charges against 
me-bitter, vituperative slanders-and adds that if the Hungat·ian 
paper be not willing to publish that letter, how be will have it trans­
lated into English, and then have it printed in the English newspapers 
of the United States. 

The second letter is dated September 25, 1905, and is of a similar 
nature, and mentions publishing the story in the form of a pamphlet 
which he, Kalmar, will send to the President. 

Of course, it is possible to presume that these letters were written 
by that detective, whose action was disavowed by the Government of 
Hungary, and who bad been reprimanded ( ?) for it by the same Gov­
ernment, on his sole responsibility, and that the Hungarian Govern­
ment, or, at least, his superiors, knew nothing of it; but it is a pretty 
violent presumption. Much more reasonable is my claim " that the 
incident is not closed," not closed, at least, by the Hungarian Govern­
ment circles. 

Fuel is added to tbls more reasonable claim of mine by a pamphlet 
published and widely circulated here in New York and other cities 
by one Lajos Steiner, a .copy of which I also attach herewith as an 
exhibit. Of course, it is again possible that Lajos Steiner published 
that pamphlet on his awn responsibility. 'Ibis, too, however, is a 
very violent presumption. 

Mr. Lajos Steiner is not that kind of a man. We know him here 
in New York. We know him to be an irresponsible nondescript "agent" 
with an office in his bat, and we know his record and reputation froin 
all over the United States where Hungarians reside. He is one of 
the_" professional · patriots" old Hungary unloaded on the young Re­
public. He bas, or had, the backing of the Austro-Hungarian consulate­
general of ·New York. Personally I know nothing about it, but I 
know of his repeated boasts to the acting in the Braun matter, for sud 
in behalf of that consulate, and it is pretty well known that he bas 
regular or irregular office hours at that consulate, or where be at least 
hangs out. A little over a year ago he went to Hungary with letters 
of recommendation from the Austro-Hungarian embassy at Wasbino-ton 
and the consulate-general of this city, which letters be (Steiner) f~eel~ 
showed prior to his departure. and in which letters be was mentioned 
as being the proper man for the organization of that "famous" Hun­
garian National Bank in America, which bank is destined, according 
to the views of Hnngarian Govemment cfficials, to quadruple the flow 
of dollars from Hungarian immigrants in the United States to the 
country of their nativity. 

In a criminal libel suit which I have instituted against Stelner he 
is being defended by the former law partner of Ignatius Weltner, de­
ceased, who, when m the land of the living, was the attorney of the 
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Austro-Hungarian consulate-general of New York, and who, as you may 
see from the annexed exhibits, was the man who concocted and . manu­
factured in the oft1ce of that very consulate evidence against me, and 
which was used in the two libel suits instituted against two Budapest 
newspapers in 18!>6. Weltner was the man who, in May, 1899, made the 
same libelous charges as the Hungarian Government and the Budape~t 
police did against me to President Roosevelt, the then governor of thts 
State, and who did dismiss them as base slanders. 

Of course, the fact that Weltner's law partner defends now Steiner 
may also be only a mere coincidence, but how kind must have been 
Divine Providence to my accusers to bring these happy chances ~bout. 

Pray permlt me once more to return to the charges made agamst me, 
that articles appeared in Hungarian newspapers, " ap-parently on my au­
thority " or that I bad inspired certain newspaper stories in this emi­
gration' matter. The Hungarian Government produces no ev_idence to 
substantiate this charge and I solemnly state under the sanctity -of my 
oath that it is untrue. 'I am no more responsibfe for those newspaper 
articles than I am for the tide that ebbs and flows. 

I saw some of these articles after they had been in print, and, pray, 
what could I do? Protest against the use of my name if I found my 
name of them? Of course I could not do it. " '.rbe other side" would 
have greeted that as the very chance by them sought-l. e., to eng!lge 
in a discussion, a controversy, a newspaper fight. Take that article 
mentioned in Mr. Storer's report, on page 11 of Ho~se Docu~ent N?· 
482--the article in the Magyarorszag. I knew as little of .1ts pu~h­
cation despite Mr. Storer·s gratuitous assertion of that article bemg 
" publ'isbed by the apparent authority of Mr. Braun," as did Mr. 
Storer, and surely be knew nothing of it. If. I ~a.nted to have an 
article published or wanted to suggest the publicatiOn of one, I would 
not go to that newspaper-Magyarorszag. I could not go t? th~t 
newspaper. 'l'his was the very newspaper which I sued for libel m 
1896 and in which Ubel suit the " evidence" spoken of was collec~ed 
by that publication, and was then being burled at me by Detect1ve 
Kalmara and his superiors. 

Again and again I deny that I ever had any interviews, that I .-ever 
talked for publication with any newspaper man. True, I was besw,ged 
by them day after day, but I resisted their importuni~g, per~uas10n, 
promise, prayer; I kept aloof from. them.. If I ever d1d rece1ve any 
newspaper man, it was only at a time wh1le I had somebody whQm I 
eot1ld absolutely trust with me. 

Mr. Storer, in his letter of May 27 to Mr. Hay, report_s that the 
minister of foreign affairs, Count Goluchowsky, had t~ld h1m that be 
bad definite compla.int laid before him by the Hunganan Government 
that Ur. Braun was either iri the employ of or was intimately connected 
with a well-known Jewish emigration house in Bretpen-M;e::;lar & Co. 

That the Hunga.rian Government had the physiCal a.b1hty to ~ake 
such a complaint is possible, but that it bad any 'dir~t or ind1rect, 
distinct or faint, close or remote, just or seemin~ly just, true o1: seem~ 
ingly true, probable or pos~ibl~ grounds tor ma~mg this ~CC!JSatwn, ~>r 
evidence on which to make 1t, 1s as atrocwus a s1ander as if 1t bad sa1d 
that he (Mr. Storer) is the "company" of that firm. 

I think the "l\Ieslar & Co." in Mr. Storer's letter is identical with 
the firm of Missler & Co., and how " intimately connected" I was with 
that firm is vi ible from my reports on file in the Department _of _Com­
merce and Labor, published with the ann!Jal re~ort of the Oommtsslon;r­
General of Immigration, and also pubhshed m House Document No. 
384. brought forth by resolution of Congress adopt~d ~anuary 6, 1906. 
If these reports of mine do not refute and repel th1s silly charge, then 
my most solemn oath can not do it. By the way, it is, en passant, 
worth while to state that the fum named is not a Jewish emigration 
house ; the members thereof are cor~li_gio?ists ~f _Count Goluchowsky 
and of Count Tisza, and are not corehgwmsts of mme. 

One thing more. You, sir, might reply to me: "I can not hear an 
appeal from any decision of my f_amous predecessor in office." Yo~r 
predecessor in office has had ~ust time and st_rength enough to affi;x: llls 
sig-nature to what his subordmat~, Mr. Loom1s, had reported to ?l?J, a 
'synop is of what be had found m the letters of Mr. Storer. Nerther 
~Ir. IIay nor Mr. Loomis bad, however, the facts bef~.e them as you 
have them now. This is not an app~l from the dec1s,~on of the lR;te 
Secretary Hay. This is a case subm1tted to you, not on newly -dts­
covered evidence," but on statements of fact never l?resented to the 
late la.mented Mr. Hay nor ever brought to your attention. . 

Sir the closing days of the last and the opening da:rs of thlS century 
bad their Dreyfus case with its fa.mous secret dossier. Well, thank 
God, the Republic, which never ~ew kingcrll;ft or prie~tcraft, has no 
need of secret dossiers. Our nation, as a nat10n, worships that holiest 
of trinities, law, labor, and liberty,. and the foundation stones on 
which it is built are justice and equahty. 

Justice and equality to all, even to the Jew. For there is C~unt 
Goluchowsky's sorest wound, "that be was a Jew, and that I might 
know the friction inevitably to be anticipated on that account," reports 

MrYe~t.orieram a Jew. Mr. Storer might have replied to Count Golu­
chowsky: "No; we in the United States migh~ not h?-ve known of any 
friction arising by reason of one of our officials bemg a Jew. Why 
should friction arise from that? " . 

Mr. Storer seemed to concede the point, R?d th~r_eby mlSsed a chaJ?-ce 
to give to a proud empire-~ingdom a lesson m rel_Iglous tolerance wh1ch 
might have had a blissful rnfluence on all humamty. . 

But that is neither here n~r there. ~ am a Jew, but I am an Amen­
can citizen of my own !Tee w1ll and cb01ce. 

In the name of the elementary law'? of our land I demand at your 
bands my vindication or my condemnation. 

The immortal soul of your immediate predecessor wi~l. appt·ovingly 
a.nd contentedly look down on your brave deed of reex:a.mrnrng the· case, 
to which he could g-ive, if at all, but a passing attention. 

In spite of my burning desire to be brief, I see my .. , brief" to have 
grown to unusual length. . I have, however, no apolo.,ry to ·offer, except 
to point out to you the supreme importance of the issues involved. To 
me naught beneath the sky is of more importance than my. good name. 

When the statesman warrior at the helm of our ship of state honored 
me with a.n appointment, I felt the responsibility. I enthu,siastically 
undertook to prove to my American home, to my superiors, from the 
Commissioner-General of Immigration up "to the ~resident of the Re­
public, and, still higher up, to. the I?eopl~ of ~be Umt~d States, that the 
naturalized citizen of Hunganan b1rth 1s w1th all h1s heart and soul, 
with every throb of his blood a.nd every thought of his brain, a good 
American, guided by the highest sense of honor and duty, worthy of the 
confidence of his fellow-Americans. 

I implore you to set me right before the American people ; I beg of 
:vou to study the annexed exhibits, a.nd I respectfully request, as an 
'American citizen, that you · put a stop to the interference of fot·eign 
government officials with their former countrymen in this country. 

Kindly consider that for ten long years I bave been an<l am being 
hounded. Why? For what reasons? Just because I a.m an American, 
and because I do not believe in the "modern" doctrine of certain 
for·eign governments to always remain loyal to the country of my 
nativity, even at the expense of my Americanism. I implore you to 
take into consideration that, 'after all, as a citizen it is my sacred 
right to demaud from your Department protection. against the inter·­
ference of foreign governments with my constitutional rights and not 
be compelled to waste my time and money-until now over 6,000-
to fight for my unjustly attacked honor, to defend myself against 
mean, contemptible, a.nd underhanded conspiracies and slanders. 

But above all you have to set me right before the American people. 
This " me " is not only the person of Marcus Braun, it is the prin­

ciple which be represents ; faith and confidence in the patriotism of 
the naturalized citizen, and in his gratitude to the nation which re­
ceived him, elevated him to the proud position of being its citizen, and 
which nation bad honored him with an appointment to an office of 
trust and honor. · 

I submit my appeal to you, .sir, with full confidence in your higu 
sense of justice. 

Yours, most respectfully, 
MARcus BRAu~. 

'18 Second avenue, Xetv J:ork City. 

APP.El'\'"D IX. 
Copies of translations of docmncnts and correspondence 1narkcd as Ex­
. hibits No . 1 to No . 23. Copy of letter to Oommissione1·-Gene1·al ot 

Immigration, dated June 13, 1905. Copy of letter to tlze President of 
the United States, dated July 13, 1905. 

ExnrBIT No. 1. 
[Duplicate.] 

(Cover) Stamped; bearing rubber seal of J. & n.. consulate-general 
of New York. In lead pencil : 48437. Honved identification book. 
Mark Braun, honved. Hung-arian Royal First Honved Infantry ltegi­
ment, Budapest. In ink: G703 7/95. 7C030. 

First page: Within the book. llonved identification book. l\Iarcus 
Braun, honved. Hungarian Royal First Hom·M Infantry Regiment, 
Budapest. Annual of mustering : 1887. Page of vital statistics: 179. 
Station where mustered in: Budapest. 

Second page : Printed instructions. 
Third page: Rank : IIonved. Name: Marcus Braun. Army corps : 

Hungarian Royal First Honved Infantry Regiment, Budapest. Annual 
of mustering. second company: 1887. Page of Vital Statistics, 179. 
Residence: Municipality, Budapest. Status of municipality: Capital .; 
county, Pest; land, Hun"'ary. . 

Fourth page: Birth : l'lace of birth : Melykut; county, D. Bodrogh; 
year, 1 65. Vocation: Journeyman tinsmith. Special signs of recog­
nition : Partinlly knock-kneed ; speaks languages, Hungarian and Ger­
man ; bodily height : 1,690. 

Fifth page: Was mustered in April 1, 1887, according to usual 
routine, and was enrolled to the First Honved Infantry Regiment. · Ac­
tual service of two years and ten years reserve. Was placed in reserve 
December 31, 1889. 

Sixth page: l\ledals of bravery (memorial) or other distinctions : 
Budapest, May 20, 1894. By order of the commander of the First 
Honved Infantry Regiment "Kieg. par." 

Seventh page : Additions to the personal notes, the services done, 
and the changes of residence. Joined the regiment for instruction of 
recmits October 6, 1887. Was furloughed November 30, 1887. Joined 
regiment for servi<:e August 22, 1888 ; was furloughed October 24, 1888; 
joined service July ~. 1889 ; :vas furloughed lay 2, 1890. 

In conformity with a proscription, No. 6790, dated 8th of October, 
of the commander's department of the First Honved Infantry Regi­
ment has been absolved from participating in the military maneuvers 
of this year. XII/11, 894. Fabian. 

Eighth page: Rubber stamp -in capital letters : " Jias reported for 
permanent residence. Municipality of the capital of Budapest. 18~4. 
Xl / 11. Fabian. 

Ninth page: In conformity of a decree dated December 15, 1893, l"o. 
14302, of the district: "Inasn;meb as he is at p1·e ent permanently 
residing in North America, New York, he is upon his petition, and in 
conformity of Part II, section 35, point C, of the llonved regulations, 
freed from participating at the maneuvers of the year of 1895, and also 
from appearing this sa.me year at the counterguard reviews." Buda­
pest, First Honved Infantry Regiment Comm'd. Szlavy, CoL Lieut., 
Regiment Commander. 

Tenth page: Reported back to New York at the military subdepart­
ment of the capital city, Budapest, Municipality. July 1, 189G. Ka­
pelle. No. 319 l\f. B. Reported for Tesidence in New York, the I. & R. 
Consulate-General, New York, August 19, 1 9G, the I. & R. Consul, and 
"Gerent" Dessewfy. Seal of the consulate. 

Eleventh page: Inasmuch as he is permanently re<>iding in North 
America, in New York, be is, in response to his petition in accordance 
with Part .II, section 35, point C, of the llonved regulations. relieve(! 
from participating at the military maneuvers of the year 1896 and 
also from -participating at the counterguard reviews. lludapest, Sep­
tember 17, 1896. Seal of the commandant of the First llonved Infan­
try Regiment. Hartman, Colonel. 

[No. 57. 
EXHIBIT No. 2. 

1896. The chief capt::tincy of the State police department of 
the royal Hungaria.n capital city of Budapest.] 

TE)IPORA.RY POLICE PERlliT. 

1r. Marcus Braun, collaborator of the newspaper the New York 
World, I herewith empower during the duration of the exposition to 
enter within the police lines at the public festivities by the -police 
dr::nvn and to remain within such lines. 

It is compulsory to appear at these festivals in black dress. 
This permit is not transferable and remains in force from to-day 

until October 31, 18!>G. 
Budapest, April 28, 1896. 
[Seal of the State police departlnent.] ll{;DNAY, 

Ol!ief of Oaptainr--v. 

E :xHrnrT No. 3. 
INYITA'l'ION. 

To the gala performance, given on the o-ccasion of the solemn cele­
bration of the festival of the one thousandth year ·of the existence of 
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the Magyar State; at the Royal Hungarian Opera House, 1896; May 2; 
-Saturday evening at 7.30. 

Ma-rcus Braun (World). 
'l'he invitation seL·ves as ticket of admission, which is not trans­

ferable; if not availed of, please to 1·eturn as soon as possible to the 
royal commissioner of the Royal Hungarian Opera. . 

'l'he ladies appear in evening dress ; the gentlemen in national g~la 
costume or gala uniform, respectively, in swallow-tail coats and whtte 
neckties. · 

EXHIBIT No. 4. 
I. AND R. AUSTRO-HUNGARI.L'Il CONSULATE-GENERAL, 

New York, March 20, 1896. 
With entire willingness do I declare that I know Mr. Marcus Braun, 

who is the part owner and the editor of the Hungarian America~, a 
monthly magazine serving the interests of the Magyars in Amertca, 
and is also collaborator on divers influential daily newspapers, as an 
active reliable man, who possesses all the qualities which are needed 
for the support of the interests of the local Hungarian colony. 

For these reasons I gladly recommend him to everyone. 
BARON JOHN LEONHARD!, 

Imperial and Roya~ Austro-Hungaria11- Consul. 

EXHIBIT No. 5. 
No. 37221. 1897.] 

OFFICIAL CERTIFICATE. 
The municipality of the royal capital city herewith officially certi­

fies that Marcus Braun, at present a resident of New York, journey­
man tinsmith, is not in arrears in Budapest with no state nor any 
municipal taxes, nor of any military service, absolution fees, where­
fore there is no hindrance for any of these reasons of he being re­
leased from his obligations to the Magyar State. 

Budapest, December 6, 1897. 
VIOLA., Vice-Mayor. 

EXHIBIT No. 6. 
No. 4302.] · IMPERIAL AND ROYAL AUSTRIAN­

HUNGARI.A.N CONSULATE-GE~ERAL, 
New Yot·k, December 1, 1896. 

On the part of this imperial and royal consulate-general, it is, at 
the request of l\Ir. Marcus Braun, herewith affirmed that there is noth­
ing derogatory at this office pending against him. 

A certain affair that during the last summer had been brought for­
ward a~ainst him, has been cleared up in a satisfactory manner. 

The imperial and royal consul-general, 
F. STOCKINGER. 

[Seal of the consulate.] 

ExHIBIT No. 7. 

Translatiom of three letters from the Millennial national committee at 
Budapest. 

No. 1164.] 

[Letter No. 1.] 
Millennia! National Exposition, 1896, office of the exposi­

tion director. 
Hon. MARCUS BRAUN, 

103 First avenue, New York: 
We take great pleasure to Inclose herewith for your kind information 

and subsequent use, printed proofs of all our cuts we had made up to 
date, with the sincere request to make the best use of the same. 

Thanking you for the interest which you have shown, and soliciting 
also for the future, I beg to remain, 

Respectfully, SCHMIDT. 
Ministeria~ Councilor and Dit·ector of the Et»position. 

BUDAPEST, January 13, 1896. 

No.11646.] 

[Letter No. 2.] 

MILE.."l'NIAL NATIONAL EXPOSITION, 1896, 
OFFICE OF THE EXPOSITION DIRECTOR, 

Budapest, January 13, 1896. 
Hon. MARCUS BRAUN, 

First Avenue, Neto York: 
Inclosed we take pleasure to send you herewith the latest little 

booklet for the purpose that you might kindly use it either in lectures 
or for newspaper Items. We think that it would help considerably 
the cause of our Milennial Exposition if you would work out the 
material contained in this booklet and see to it that it should get 
the widest possible circulation in order that the public's attention 
may be properly drawn to our country and our exposition. 

For vour patriotic hru·d work we express our most sincere thanks, 
and we· hope that we shall greet you here on the occasion of the open­
ing of the exposition. 

I remain, most respectfully, SCHMIDT, 
M -inisterial Councilo1· and Director of the Ea:position. 

No. 14709.] 

[Letter No. 3.] 

MILLENNIAL NATIONAL EXPOSITION, 1906, 
OFFICE OF THE EXPOS IT ION DIRECTOR, 

Budapest, March 12, 1896. 
Hon. MARCUS BRAUN, 

Editor and Publisher of the Hungm·ian American, 
1441 Broadway, New Yot·k: 

Acknowledging your favor of the 14th of last month, I wish to thank 
you for your multilateral literary activity, brought forth so unself­
ishly in the interests of the National Millennia! Exposition. Under this 
cover I forward to you the autograph that you desire to have for your 
great millennia! issue, and beg to advise you that in our sphere of ac­
tivity we will do all that is possible to make those invited to contribute 
to comply with your commendable request, and also, in an official way, 
we shall propagate the enterprise you are planning. 

Respectfully, 
SCHl\IIDT, 

Ministerial Councilor and Director of the Ea:position. 

EXHIBIT No. 8. 
Transiations of letters of two cabinet officers of Hungary. 

[Letter No. 1.] 
To the honot·able editor of the 

Hungarian American, New York: 
His excellency the royal Hungarian minister of national defense re­

ceived your lette1·, and in reply thereto instructed me to send you the 
herewith inclosed photograph of his for kind use. 

With distinguished regards. 
Yours respectfully, 

BUDAPEST, February 28, 1896. 
ANDOR TALL IAN. 

(This letter is from the then minister of national defense and the 
present premier of Hungary, Baron Fejervary). 

[Letter No. 2.] 
VERY MUCH HONORED MR. EDITOR : Under instruction of His Ex­

cellency Alexander Erdely, minister of justice, I have pleasure to re­
ply to your favor of February 12, and to inclose herewith his photo­
graph. 

Simultaneously I give herewith, in a few lines, his biography. 
Alexander Erdely, born 1839, became after he was admitted to the 

bar a clerk of the county of Pest; was later advanced to deputy county 
clerk and later on as chief clerk of the county. On July 19, 1870, be 
became clerk of the superior court, and in 1871 he was permitted to 
be jud~e of the royal civil court of Pest. He became supreme court 
judge m 1875, and in 1886 was called to the highest tribunal of the 
land as a judge. He was transferred in 1891 as president of the 
royal court at Gyor. 

The that time minister of justice, Desidariu Szilagyr, recognized 
his manifold abilities, appointed him as state secretary of his ministry 
on August 8, 1892. 

After the withdrawal of the Wekerle Cabinet on January 15, 1895, 
the King appointed him minister of justice. 

During the time that he was state secretary of the ministry of 
justice, he was a true collaborator of the Minister Szilagyi, and labored 
unceasingly for the Hungarian legal reforms. 

During his tenure of office of minister of justice, the most important 
law that was enacted is the obligatory civil-marriage law and the 
changes in the inheritance law. 

He also drafted a new criminal and civil procedure, which will be 
brought before the House of Parliament at one of its next sessions. 
He set for himself a very lasting monument by bringing about the 
appointment of the commission to codify the ·Hungarian privy rights. 

In expressing his excellency's most sincere thanks for your kind­
nesshand acknowledging the receipt of your beautiful magazine, I have 
the onor to remain, 

Your obedient servant, GYULA.NYI LAJOS, 

BUDAPEST, March 29, 1896 • . 
Councilor of the Minister of Jttstice. 

EXHIBIT- No. 9. 
Three tickets connected tv£th the millennial festivities. 

[First.] 
The l\fillennial National Exposition of 1896, which Is arranged under 

the protectorate of His Imperial Royal Apostolic Majesty Francis 
Joseph the First, invites to the festive opening of May 2, 11 a. m., 
1\fl•. Marcus Braun. Seat on Press 'l'ribune No. 5. 

Signed · on behalf of the royal Hungarian minister of commerce, as 
the president of the National Millennia! Exposition. 

SCHMIDT, 
Ministeria~ Councilor and Directot· of the Ea;position. 

[Second.] 
No. 201.] 1\IILLE~NIAL NATIONAL EXPOSITION CO:\UIISSARY. 

From May 3, 1896, to June 30, 1896, for Mr. Marcus Braun, the New 
York World newspaper representative. 

Valid permanent ticket for the visit of fhe territory of the Millennia! 
National Exposition of 1896. 

Must be shown when requested. 
BUDAPEST, April 27, 1896. 

[Third.] 
SCHMIDT, Director. 

No. 1596.] ROYAL HUNGARIAN STATE RAILWAYS. 1896---First class 
Mr. l\Iarcus Braun, representative of the New York World. · 

LUDVIGH, General Directo'r. 

EXHIBIT No. 10. 
. [Translated from the Hungarian language.] 

HUNGARIAN RELIEF ASSOCIATION OF MUNCHEN, 
Munich, May 20, 1906. 

Mr. MARCUS BRAUN, New York. 
DEAR MR. BRAUN : In reply to your letter we are glad to comply with 

your request, especially for the reason because we have together worked 
hard in 1890 for the prosperity of our association and because we have 
kept you in friendly remembrance ever since. Should fate guide you 
once more among us, we shall be glad to renew our friendship, not only 
the eight of us, who know you since 1890, but all of our members who 

· know your merits by the resolution of thanks embodied in the minutes 
~~1?~~Jili~~~:dings in 1890; we should be all glad to count you among 

It is but natural that we should gladly comply with your request, and 
we state with pleasure that we .count you among our good and pleas­
antly remembered members, that to our knowledge you owe nothing to 
either the relief association or to any individual member thereof. To 
this we will always cheerfully and in any form testify, and we only 
hope that you will neither in the present nor in the future be in need of 
~ecr~t~e:ibeobnifr\~i~~~· ~s!~c'i:ti~~.o are your debtors on account of your 

We close this letter, written in the name of the Hungarian Relief 
Association of Munich, hoping that you will honor us with a visit 
whenever you should happen to pass this way. With patriotic regards, 

(SEAL.] DESIDERIUS ZOCHOR, President. 
BELA NAD, Secretm·y. 

For the purpose of Identification of the above signatures of Mr. 
Desiderius Zochor, president of the Hungarian Relief Association, and 
Mr. Albet·t Nad, secretary, who are personally known to me. 

Munich, l\Iay 21, 1896. 
For the imperial and royal Austro-Hungarian consul. 
[sEAL.] MrLTER. 
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EXIDBIT No. 11. 
,... SUNDAY, November 1'1, 1896. 
J.UARCUS BRAUN, E q., 

Nagy Korona Street, Xo . ~, II Floor, 23. 
DEAR BRAUN: I made an engagement to take you to :M. Daniel, min­

~~~~ra~f3~J<fmerce, at 4 o'clock to-morrow afternoon. So be at consu-

Yours, truly, E. P . T. HAMMOND. 

EXHIBIT NO. 12. 
[Decision.] 

Marcus Braun, private complainant, against Victor Halasi. 
Libel action No. 76262/B. 96, and entered regularly. There is to be 

ht.>lu concerning the accusations contained in the complaint, on Feb­
runry 11, 1897, at 3 o'clock p. m., a public jury session. For this pur­
pose there is delivered with this decision to the parties of this action 
a list of the jurors summoned to act. 

The libel division of the royal criminal court. Budapest, 1897, Jan­
uary 16. 

TZITVAY, 
Pt·esiding Judge. 

[Seal of the court.] Dr. DULllAR, 
Secretary. 

[On outer fly leaf:] No. 76949. No. 189. Report of a public ses­
sion to be held in the libel suit of Marcus Braun, private complainant, 
against Victor Halasi, for the purpose of drawing the jurors. 

Dr. DESIDERIAS 0LAH, 
Attorney, V Dorottya Street, 6. 

EXHIBIT No. 13. 
[91903. No. crim. 1897.] 

In the name of His Majesty the King, the royal criminal court of 
Budapest, as a trial court in libel matters, has, on the day date below 

t:itten and in the matter of the libel suit brought by Marcus Braun, as 
pr1vate complainant and represented by Dr. Desiderius Olah, attorney, 
Budapest, against Victor Halasi, represented by William Varsonyi, at­
torney, Budapest, brought the following 

DECISION. 
The royal press juridical court herewith discontinues, based upon sec­

tions 268, 110, and 116 of the criminal code, the criminal libel suit pre­
sented by Marcus Braun, private complainant, under No. 76262/96, in 

hicb complaint of his he, based on section 258 of the criminal code 
relating to slander and of section 261 relating to defamation of char­
actel.", had sued for --redress; and of this decision he and the attorney 
for the defense, Victor Halasi. are forthwith to be notified. 

ASSIGNMENT OF REASONS. 
I n the daily newspaper Magyal."orszag, "dated 1896, July 4, No. 183, 

there was contained under the heading ''Daily news" a notice, designated 
"Marcus Braun," the contents of which, it was complained, were ac­
cording to section 258 of the criminal code libelous, and according to 
section 261 defamatory, and for which a private complaint was lodged 
on November 28, 1896, nnder :Ko. 76263/96, against Victor Halasi, and 
to which complaint on November 6, 1897, under No. 74643/97 of tht.> 
criminal court records, and to the private complainant delivered on 
November, 1897, a decision calling upon him to present the judicial 
bill of complaint and his interrogatories, what to do however he had 
failed . Therefore, acording to a proscription of the ministry of justice 
dated 1867, October 1, and No. 733, subdivision 5, the complaint must 
be considered to have been withdrawn and the further proceeding herein 
is, according to sections 110 and 116, ended. 

Budapest, the royal criminal court sitting as a trial court in matters 
of libel, December 31, 1897. 

[Seal of the court.] 

To DESIDERIUS 0LAH, Atto1·ney. 

EXHIBIT No. 14. 

F . ZSITVAY, 
Press Matters, President. 
llONAI EMIL, Secretary. 

[On fly leaf, front:] Rubber stamp: Royal Hungarian criminal 
court, entered 1898, March 18. No. !H847. 

To the honorable royal criminal court, Budapest. Petitions of Mar­
cus Braun, in his matter against Victor Halas!, for the delivery to him 
of copies of the minutes of the testimony of witnesses taken. 91968/97 
ptby. Rubber stamp indorsement : Dr. Desiderius Olah, lawyer, Buda­
pest. 

[The petition within:] Honorable royal court: Having need of the 
minutes of the testimony taken in the libel suit by me against Victor 
Halasi, desiring to produce them in America, I make through my attor­
ney, heretofore already duly identified, the request that their copies 
might be delivered to him. Respectfully, Marcus Braun. 

LOn fly leaf, rear:] Decision. 2187, crim., 1898. The petition of 
Marcus Braun, private complainant against Victor Halasi, libel suit, 
before the Roy. Pre s matters court, for the delivery to him of the 
copies of the minutes of testimony taken, is herewith rejected. Because 
the testimony taken in the course of the examination is under the de­
cision of the court and in the course of the trial and for its purposes 
at the disposition of the parties of the suit, but this action has not 
been submitted for final judgment, and the proceedings having been 
discontinned, and the demand for the copy of the testimony taken is 
made without any reasons being assigned, and therefore can not be 
granted. 

Budapest, March 26, 1898. Press matter session. 
[Seal of the royal crim. court, Budapest.] Zsrrv.A.Y, 

Present Justice, Press Matter Justice. 

To DESIDERIUS Oun:, Attorney, Budapest. 

EXHIBIT NO. 15. 
[Translation.] 

N. ZUNAND, Secretary. 

Braun-Nemzet. 53756/96. Libel suit of Marcus Bratm against 
Nemzet. Verbal proceeding. Decision received 966/X Mr. Fischer 
(ordering an Investigation). Decision. 62957/96. Gapllri names 
Aiezander Hecht as the writer of the article. 

Minutes of examination : Alexander Hecht acknowledges to be the 
author of the article. Demands that the doings of B. in America be 

examined through the consulate. He has been informed that at this 
time B. is under criminal charges and that the Hunaarian Society hns 
expelled him for being guilty of blackmail. He desit·es to prove that H. 
has absconded from Munich with the proceeds of an entertainmeat of 
~;uk'~1"!J~~fi~ze';~rein," and that he has misapp1·opriated moneys of 

Continued 20/III 97. Demands the examination of Dr. Gerster for 
B's exclusion from the New York Hungarian Society on account of 
larceny; the furrier, Geza Horvath, from whom he had stolen fur goods 
and a gold watch and chain ; Julius Firemann, a reporter and the 
draftsman of the World, to prove that B ha<L claimed here to be the 
representative of the W.; Charles Takacs, from whom he attempted to 
borrow ten dollars, and because he did not get it he attacked him in 
divers blackmailing newspapers; Peter Vay, an inhabitant of N. Y., 
whoffi: he wrote up because he could not get from him two dollars ; 
Ignatius Wel.tner,. wheth~r it be true that he, B, bad stolen 70 mark 
from the society m Munich, or from the president, Mr. Zochor, a gold 
watc~, !ind how he ran away from there, or the original of the letter 
contammg these facts ; demands further the exam. of l:'hillp Freund, 
Fr. Bosslit?-yl, and Stephen DoM, why had he been excluded from the 
Hung. Society; Max Schwartz, banker, about the larceny of 70 mark and 
a gold watch ; Louis Ujzab, to whom B went with the complaint that 
the members of the Hung. Soc. had torn down the picture of the Kin.,. 
of Hungary; Anton Pallicock, the former chief comm'r of Austria. at 
t?e Chicago Fait·, how B had been committing divers blackmailing opera­
twos; Stephen Dob6, about his report to Baron Feberv:iry (deserter 
from army) ; demands the exam. of Herman Bohm what deceits and 
cheats B had practiced at the Chicago Fair and for? this same purpose 
demands the examination or Ettiene von Scimavi. 

Examination of witnt;sses, taken 25/11,'97. The witness Zochor, 
watchmaker, to the merits. The Hungarian , ociety had arranged in 
October '89 or '9~ a. Vintage festival. I do not know any more where 
the necessary prmtmg matter bad been printed, they did cost about 
60 marks, although an agent of the printer·s office, a certain Levinger 
had said the money is present~d ~o us. A few days later, nevertheless: 
there came to us from the prmtmg office a bill f.or 70 mark for these 
printed matters. We left back in the hands of Mr. Braun 70 marks to 
pay tbi~ printi_ng bill. All at once I heard Mr. Braun not to be any 
longer . m Mumcb, an.d not very long after the society received from 
~he prmter anoth~r bill; th.ls one, however, we did not pay. Early in 
96 or the last of 95 I recetved from Braun from America the 70 mark 

and a letter, later another small sum which he owed me. · Who is the 
l:'olitzer named in the requisitions of the 5th of this month or where he 
resides is unknown to me. 

Taking of testimony 13/III, '97. The witness Politzer. Neither I 
nor any of my two brothers living here are bankers, we do not know 
M. B. nor . do we know who the banker l:'olizer might be. About 17 
years a!!o I knew here a lottery agent B., but be did not injure me or 
my brothers. 

The examining judge sets aside the decision to gather proofs as to the 
charge of military desertion, because they are not connected with the 
pending matter. · 

r.rhe respons.e of the consulate at Zurich: Mr. B. is, from the time or 
my official work at Chicago, as a man of bad repute in my memoi·y, who 
attempted to use his position as a journalist to levy blackmail, but I 
know nothing personally nor any details, inasmuch as all these infor­
mations were received by me mostly from Mr. Ettiene von Scanavi. 

Minutes taken at the I. and R. consulate-general at New York 
26/VI 97. 

1. Geza Horvath : He resided in my house, but never committed any 
crime. There was no lat·ceny committed at my bouse. 

2. Dr. Bossanyi: To my knowledge, ~!". B. was expelled from the 
Hung. Society for the reason because the response or the Munich Hnng. 
Society, in response to the inquiry of the N. Y. Society as to B.'s indi­
viduality, had not been favorable to him. He, the witnessi has heard 
from others that B. had misused his position as a journal st and has 
squeezed money out of people, as from Mr. Carl Poringer. 

3. Weltner (Ignatius) : The facts stated in the questioning state­
ments of the examining magistracy at Budapest are true in full. He 
attaches the letter of the Illunich Society and the minutes of the 1 1ew 
York Hung. Society. (See below the . translation of the e extr. of the 
minutes.) At that time he, witness, was the president of the society. 
B. attacked the society, without any cause, in the German paper of 
New York and the police newspapers of Budapest. B~ showed. in Oct. 
96, the letter of the president of the Munich Society, which he refers 
to as his vindication, but in that letter the fact of misappropriation and 
of theft are not rebutted. I wish to state that Horvath bas told me in 
presence of many people that R. had stolen from him fur goods and 
from his wife a watch and chain, and that the fur goods were found 
by Horvath in B.'s possession, who admitted the theft and made the 
loss good. 
. I. (Translation .of the Munich letter.) Munich, -96, 23/III. M. B., 
JOurneyman tinsmtth, formerly member, ran away with 70 marks Be­
sides this he has caused losses to others; from me he took a ~atch 
which he forgot to return; there are such who have been injured by him 
to 100 marks even. From her·e he went to Paris, whence similar news 
came, etc., etc. Desiderious Zochor, Pres. 

II. The minutes contained in the letter of the examining maa-istrate 
and which is the basis of the article in the Nemzet, and which has been 
sent to me is a h·ue copy of those minutes. 

STOCKINGER, Consul-Gen'l. 
Stephen Dob6, member of the Hung. Society, testified: 
B. bas been excluded from the Hung. Society by reason of the in­

formation received from Munich and other places, becm·se his character 
did not respond to the requirements of the statutes and Jaws· furthet·­
more B. had attacked in German blackmailing journals the' patriotic 
efl'orts and aims of the society, and had abused the members of the 
society an~ the participants at the society's festivals and ridiculed the 
program sun ply because he did not receive the advertisements and the 
society, n<!t to aid snell; as he, would not give it to him. He had heard 
from Furrier Horvath, m the presence of John farko and Samuel Weiss 
that B. had stolen his H.'s fur coat and watch, and Horvath declar~rl 
of being amazed that B. leads a leading role among the Hungar·ians of 
New York; when witness D. demanded from Horvath a written state­
ment of B.'s doings, II. refesed, stating that he has been settled with 
f11lly and that B. even helped him when he was out of work. 

Vay Peter: The matter does not stand entirely thu . I stood in 
good relationship with B. untiL I bad a disagreeable private afl'alr which 
B. published in a. garbled form in a local paper. Be>fore publiRhlng 
this story B. had called repeatedly at my bouse, bnt did uot find me 
After the public.ation I held B. responsible and B. responded, " I was 
repeatedly at your house to see you ; I could not find you ; you did not 
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pay, and I reported the case." When I told this story in a. society it 
car$ed no astonishment. I was told be had done this to others, and I 
was told that be bad robbed Horvath. 

U;wcus Schnitzer knows of the larceny of B. only so llil!Ch that at 
one time the president of the Hung. Society had sho~n lum a letter 
from the pres. of the Mu~ich. Hun~ .. Society wherem B. had been 
cha1·ged with larceny and m1sappropnatwn. . 

Dr. Arpiid Gerster, the honorary pres. of the H~g. Soc1e_!;y, had never 
any knowledge of the matters and can give no mformatwn whatever 
concerning it. . . 

Minutes taken 99 15/IV at the Ilungarian Society meeting: Ed. 
·wurmfold culls the attention of the society to the fact that B. attacks 

• the good name of the society and demands his expulsion. 
Minutes taken at same place 22/IV 96. Inasm~ch Berta.~at;l Nagy. 

E. W. and Simon Steindler positively know that B. 1s bent to ~nJure our 
society and bas libeled the society in German and Hunganan news­
papers, he has been expelled by a V?te of seven majority._ Braun-Mag­
yar·orszlig. Libel suit of M. B. agamst Mogyss and Hollo. . 

Minutes 6/XI 96. Victor Halaszi is the author of the arbcle. The 
information published was taken from the Nemzet. Assumes re­
sponsibility only as a copyist or reporter. Does not know ~- and 
therefore could not have charged him with the matter. ~ad1szlaus 
Inczedi ass't editor bas called his attention to the article. The 
manusc'ript of the article he recognized as his handwriting. . · 

Decision upon complaint 12/11 97, was amicably compromised. 

ExHIBIT No. 16. 

AN UNVEILED GOVERNMENT COYMISSION. 
The press bureau of the police department publishes the following as 

the declaration of Detective Hugo K_almar: . 
'.fhe notices in some of the daily newspapers concermng myself, 

namely, to have opened the letters of Marcus Braun and. ha_ve followed 
him on his voyage to Vienna, are slanderous from beg1!lnn~g to end. 
It is true that I who have resided in the Hotel Hungaria smce many 
a year, know Marcus Braun, who arrived in the month of Apri.l with 
one Edward LoiDer-a man who has been sought for by the pollee for 
fraudulent bankruptcy-and who has taken apartmeD:tS at the ho~el 
hereinbefore mentioned· know him as a dangerous swmdler, who mis­
used his acquaintances' in America and his connections to bl!ickmail 
them, and who is living there by ~windle and fra~d. I began to mterest 
myself therefore in Braun, and m accordance w1th my duty I followed 
with i~tere t his' life her~ the g:rounds of ?is b~ing here, and watcJ;led 
his connections in this city, which, I admit, m1ght .have bee~ !o h1~, 
who has reasons to cover up his deeds before the pollee authonbes, dis­
agreeable and must have imbued him to spread lying reports. As to 
the individual and as to the questions as to who Marcus Braun is, let 
there be reprinted here a letter of the Hungarian Aid Society of 
Munich dated March 23, 1890, in response to a letter of the presidency 
of the 'New York Hungarian Society, making inquiries about Marcus 
Braun: 

DEAR CoMPATRIOTS: In response to your respected lines of the 11th 
instant I have the pleasure to inform you that Marcus Braun, journey­
man tinsmith, of Budapest, was in 1890 a member of om· society, and 
toward the end of October, 1890, he ran away with 70 marks of our 
society's money. Besides these 70 marks, he injured seriously many 
other Hungarians. He had forgotten to give me back a watch which 
he had borrowed, and there are such persons whom he injured to the 
tune of hundreds of marks. The honorable presidency would oblige 
me very much if you were to hand him the inclosed list of names ; 
perhaps he might make good the sums he had stolen from the society. 
~'rom Munich be went to Paris, whence at that time similar news had 
gone about him, from which I could not gain the thought of his having 
commenced to lead a new life. In Munich he played the role as his 
interests required, as tinsmith, as a lottery agent, or as a reporter, ete. 
I do not cheerfully proclaim the errors of youth, but I regard Mr. 
Braun to be mature enough to be conscious of the fact that hi.s acts 
are not compatible with the requirements of honesty. 

With pah·iotic, friendly greetings, I am, 
DESIDERIOUS ZOCHOR, 

P'residfmt of the Society. 

From Paris Marcus Braun sailed to New York, where, in conse­
quence of a libel suit which Marcus Braun had begun before the Buda­
pe. t royal court, which, however, later on, before the. final tria.l had 
taken place, be had withdrawn, divers witnesses' unanimous testimony 
shows that one Geza Horvath had accused Marcus Bratm, in the pres­
ence of various inhabitants of New York, to have stolen from him a fur 
coat and from his wife a gold watch and chain. The fur coat had 
been found in his house. Braun admitted to have committed the theft 
and made the loss good, for which Horvath, at the prayer of Braun, 
abstained from making a complaint. The numerous witnesses ex­
amined in New York, at least a majority of them, characterized Mar­
cus Braun as an ordinary adventurer. And such a man dares to at­
tack me, who has been for many yea1:s in and has served with honor 
the state police department of the cap1tal. 

HUGO KALMAn. 

In this same matter the Budapest! Tudosito has been authorized 
from competent sources to publish the followinoo: 

" It is not true that Marcus Braun, alleged American Government 
commissioner, had appeared before minister president to make a com­
plaint there. The American consul-glmeral reported yesterday by tele­
phone to the officials of the ministry of the interior the transgressions 
allegedly committed against Braun. The minister president received 
his information from bearing of the complaint of !\[arcus Braun 
through this official of the ministry of the interior, when he imme­
diately called upon the police depru·tment for an explanatory repoi·t. 
To Marcus Braun, however, there bad been given by competent au­
thority the advice to make a criminal complaint against the detective." 

Marcus Braun makes the following declaration concerning the fore-
going : · bl' d " The press bureau of the police department pu 1sbed to- ay a dec-
laration of a detective of the State police wherein he heaps defamatory 
abuse upon me. Inasmuch as I am in Hungary on an official mission 
as the immigration inspector of the United States, I had, through my 
ambassador, immediately made report to the American Government 
about the attack on me attempted. It is therefore impossible for me 
to take notice of the single details of that article until I should have 
received insh·uctions from my Government concerning the atonement 
for these daring and unheard-of insults. True to the facts, however, 
I must state that the detective giving to the public the certain article 

is identical with the person whom I caught at the hotel examining my 
letters and whom I then and there publicly held responsible. 

"MARCUS BRAUN, 
"Immigration Inspector of the United States.'' 

EXHIBIT No. 17. 
No. 1496.] AMERICAN CONSULATE-GEXERA.L, 

.A.priZ £6, 1905. 
Recommendation by which I have the pleasure to recommend to. the 

good will of whomsoever it may concern, 1\Ir. Marcus Braun, Amencan 
Inspector of Immigration, who, according to his commission, issued to 
him by the Commissioner-General of Immigration at ·washington, coun­
tersigned by the Assistant Secretary of Commerce, and dated C. M .. th_e 
28th, and bearing No. 46"5, has been sent to Europe to study the emi­
gration ft·om here to the United States and to report thereon. 

l!"'or all friendly assistance, please to accept, in advance, my sincere 
thanks. · 

With eminent esteem, 
[Seal of the consulate.) FnA.!Io"'K DYER CHESTER, 

ConsuL-GeneraZ. 

ExHIBIT No. 18. 
DEAn MR. BEnKOVITZ : The sample copies of your honorable news­

paper, which until now you had sent me, I received. I have read them 
carefully. I thank you very much, your amiability, and I promise to 
be always your ready servant. 

Now, however, allow me to reflect upon your issue, No. 150, of June 
30 of the running year, wherein you write not to have given credence 
to the charges made against Marcus Braun. You are greatly in error, 
1\Ir. Berkovitz, because those charges are not false, but they are pure, 
exact truths, namely, Marcus Brann had stolen, misappropriated, 
and cheated. These he might deny, but nevertheless they ru·e fR;cts 
and are true. This circumstance I am ready to anyone at any tune 
and with official documents and by the requisition issued by the 
royal prosecutor of Budapest, which directs his apprehension for 
divers thefts, defalcation, and fraudulent transactions. 

Braun, knowing these things, escaped from his then residence, No. 8 
Haynal street. It is true that these crimes have long ago been out­
lawed, and the brother of Marcus Braun, 'Darius Braun, who is well 
known to the police, informed Marcus Braun that under these circum­
stances he might come back, and it was fortunate for Marcus Braun 
that at that time he was not apprehended, or he would have tasted the 
air of the prison. These are the facts, as I already mentioned-sacred 
truths. _ 

Yon write that his enemies say of him that he has committed divers 
thefts, defalcations, and frauds. I am not an enemy of Braun. I only 
write these things to you because I know of your fighting for the truth 
and you proclaim this ; therefore somebody probably must have been mis­
leading you, and you gave him credence. I have already mentioned, and 
it is a fact and the truth-anyhow, I have published these things here 
officially in all of the daily newspapers of Budapest on May 11, this 
year, through the channel of the police bureau. Marcus Braun read 
this here in Budapest, but he did not do aught but to deny them, al­
though I expected that for public defamation he would begin an action 
against me, and my superiors earnestly advised him to do so, and I 
myself-! very much would have liked him to sue me; at least he 
would have given me opportunity and chance to prove it before the 
forum of the court that he has stolen, misappropriated, and defrauded, 
and is thus but a common cheat, over whom the police must, in.rieed, 
keep a watch. Therefore, as I already have said, that I well know of 
your fighting for the truth, and you proclaim it, I pray very much 
to publish this declaration of mine in your honorable journal. Let it 
be known in America who is Marcus Braun, or if dear 1\lr. Berkovitz, 
for any reason, could not grant me this request, then I earnestly beg 
of you to inform me at once, appealing to your good friendship; be­
cause then I, only in the interest of truth, will send in English lan­
guage, will send to the New York newspapers, with the explanation 
that I am not at all guided by any vindictiveness. 

In conclusion, I inform you that I could write very much more 
about Marcus Braun's scoundrelisms, anyhow. I am working upon a 
pamphlet of which I will send a copy to the President of the Republic, 
wherein there will be set out the deeds of scoundrelism of Marcus 
Braun in his native country and in Europe, so that if, indeed, he be an 
employee of the United States, that he has cheated even his own Gov­
ernment, of which I have proof, and he is capable to defraud all 
America, together with the President thereof. 

And now allow me to turn to you with a prayer. Alexander Braun, 
a brother of Marcus Braun, of Budapest, 22 years old, here lately 
clerk in an office, after defalcating 1,600 crowns, ran away last year 
to America to Marcus Braun. I am instructed to look for him and 
apprehend him. I request you very much, dear Mr. Berkovitz, to write 
to me whether you know this miscreant, whether he is there in New 
York with Marcus Braun, and whether in some way this scoundrel 
could be arrested. 

After all these, I pray your indulgence if I have intruded on your 
time too long, but knowing your good will to me, you will not be angry 
at me. . 

Your favor of a reply awaiting, I rema.m, with sincere and friendly 
greetings, 

Your devoted friend and ready servant, 
HUGO KA.L:UAn. 

EXHIBIT No. 19. 
GRAND HOTEL HUNGARIA, 

B udapest, August f5, 1905. 
HONORED 1\fR. BERKOVITZ: Your honored letter of the 4th instant I 

have received. I make bold to make this reply. I very much regret 
that you think of not having sent the police reports for the reason be­
cause I have begrudged the putting on them the expense of the postage 
stamps. You are greatly m error, because the police reports have 
ceased to be published with the 1st of June; now are published the 
Police Journal, and these are published by the ministry of the interior. 

And now allow me honored 1\Ir. Berkovitz, that I might turn to tl1e · 
doings of Marcus Braun, I do not reflect upon his political actions, but 
now, as I did before, I again maintain that he had stolen, defrauded, 
and cheated. I greatly regret, however, that I can not send you my 
complete proofs, because they a1·e in part deposited in the archives of 
the roynl court at Budapest and partly in the archives of the Budapest 
police department deposited as official documents, and from them to 
take or legalized copies to take is not possible, but here in Budapest 
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I nm ·n-riting to justify my allegations to anybody, and I annex a I 
police requisition from the year 1 91, wherein he is being sought by 
the Budapest royal court for the crime of fraud and orders his arrest, 
but he had then escaped already, and thus was freed of the prison. 

You, honored :Mr. Berkovitz, write in your letter that Marcus Bmun 
is not a cheat, but I think I have proven that he did cheat, and I also 
can prove that he has stolen and misappropriated. You furthermore 
writ~ that Braun was in Budapest in 18!>4, 1895, 1896, and 1899. 
That is very possible, but he had come here secretly, and the authori­
ties have not learned of it or else he would have been apprehended. 
Lately n-e have ascertained that in 1899 he had bean here with a cer­
tain Kiralyfi, under an assumed name; and has taken girls out to 
America, and inasmuch as this is only a misdemeanor it became out-
lan-ed in a year. · 

And nnw, d2ar 1\Ir. Berkovitz, permit me reflect upon that declaration 
of yours which you write in your letter, that Braun would be a lunatic 
fit for a strait-jacket if he would resign from his position to sue 
me and to seek his honor. This, in my opinion, is a very sorrowful 
and pitiable condition of things, if a man does not sacrifice his posi­
tion to save his honor, because I think that positions in life a man can 
get plentiful, but not hi.s honor, and I do believe that you, too, believe 
me when I declare that without honor a man's life is not worth any-
thing. · 

But just now the thing comes to a focus, because these days I read in 
Budapest, Vienna, and Berlin newspapers that Braun has been relieved 
of his position. True, certain newspapers have written that it was 
proven what the police of Budapest had said, that Braun had stolen, 
defalcated, and defrauded, while certain newspapers reported of he 
having resigned because he would have had to carry uniform. Well, 
this last, I believe, not even the bell ringer of the Therese district will 
believe him, because a man who defends himself· therewith that he does 
not seek vindication because he would have to resign from his position, 
but who does resign on account of his uniform be would have to wear, 
that is a very nice alternative. In the paper of the 11th instant you 
bad sent me, I also read that Braun had resigned for the reason because 
he did not want to wear an uniform with bright buttons, but, Mr. 
Edi t01·, you had added thereto that Braun had at one time worn bright 
buttons fot· I•'rancis Joseph. Con cerning this I inform you that Braun 
had been bonved pr·ivate in the 1• irst Honved Infantry Regiment, but 
there he conducted himself as in private life, he became a fugitive, fot· 
which he was already in 1~8 hunted and his arrest orde1·ed . . I inclose 
herewith a police r equisition whet·ein he is .shown to be placarded. 

Dear Mr. ller..kovitz, I do not wish to cont inue this writing. I believe 
I have half way justified my alle;ation-entirely I will prove it in my 
pamiJhlet-but you can tell Braun, with whom I am told you stand on 
good footing, that I am to his disposition; now be bas no position, 
now he can sue me ; let him come here, and let him face me before the 
courts that I may prove of be having stolen, cheated, and defalcated. 

And now I repeatedly request you, dear 1\fr. Bet·kovitz, inasmuch as 
you n-rite of being ready to serve me in any manner, to tell me whether 
Alexander Braun, the brother of Marcus Braun, who last year had 
misappropriated 1,600 crowns and ran nway to New York to Marcus 
Braun, be in New York, and how he could be 11.pprehended. 

Now, I beg your pardon if upon your valuable time I have intruded, 
and I promise to be ever your ready servant. 

With special esteem and patriotic greeting, 
KALll..I.R HUGO. 

ExHIBIT No. 20. 
Translation of sections 22 and 24 of the laws of 1879, entitled "The 

obtaining and forfeiting of the rights of Magyar citizenship." 
SEC. 22. Those persons liable to duty in the army as regulars or as 

r eserves may be discharged from the bonds of the State of HungaTy 
only if they had received from the common minister of war a letter 
di charging them from the army duties. and the national guardsmen if 
they receive such a letter from the minister of home defense. 

Those persons over the age of 17 years, who are not liable to the 
above-described army duties, but who are not finally absolved there­
fr·om, may be di charged from the bonds of the State of Hungary if 
they can prove by the certificate of the proper county authorities that 
they do not request their discharge for the purpose of escaping military 
duties. 

SEC. 24. The discharge for the bonds of the Kingdom of Hun~ary 
can not be denied in time of peace for causes other than those contarned 
in section 22 to anyone who proves-

1. That he has the right to act for himself or that his father or his 
guardian m· committee of his person or properly, with the approval of 
the board of wards, joins in his petition. 

2. That be is not in arrears in payment of State or town taxes. 
3. '!'hat he is not under criminal investigation in the territory of 

the lands of the Hungarian Crown, or that there was no sentence 
of any criminal court against him which remains unexecuted. 
STATE OF 1EW YORK, 

City of New York, Ootmty of Neto York, ss: 
D•·. Geza Kun, being duly sworn, says : That between 1894 and 1905 

I was a practicing attorney at the city of Budapest, Hungary, having 
been duly admitted to the bar in 1894; that I am familiar with the 
English and the Hungarian languages, and the foregoing t ranslation 
of sections 22 and 24 of the laws of 1879 were made by me from the 
original Hungarian text; that such translation is in all respects 
true and correct to my best knowledge and belief. 

Dr. GEZA KUN. 
Sworn to bE:fore me thts 24th day of January, 1906. 

. SAMUEL ROSENTHAL, 
Commi~sioner of D eeds, New York City. 

EXHIBIT No. 21. 
Answer to Marcus Braun's American commissioner's newspaper at­

tacks upon me. Written by Alexander Hajos. Price, 20 filler. Pur­
chasable in tobacco shops. 

To the Magyar public: 
The Nap, in its issue of the 14th instant, accuses a man by the name 

of "Hajos" to compromise Marcus Braun, American immigration com­
missioner, with defamator-y letters, and to have given to Detective 
Kalmar, in the matter against Braun, untruthful statements. This 
Mr. Hajos bad been a member of tbe Munich-Hungarian Society, and 
stood there in the center of many scandalous things. Finally, Hajos 
has flooded the American authorities with letters defamatory of Braun, 
which even had come into the hands of Roo~evelt, the President of the 
Republlc. 

It is true ~ know Braun person~lly since June, 1892, when be bad 
come to New York, and have occaswnally met him there. I published 
ther·e, ~n account <;>f _his blackmailing operations, a very sharp article, 
fot· which, at that trme, l!e beg~n a libel suit against me; but it is 
also true that he thought It advisable to drop the matter befor·e trial 
because he well knew, to have collected against him vet·y many wei<>"htY 
proofs, which proofs are deposited in ttte archives of the criminal c~urt 
of this city. 

Thus it is easily understood that the attacks of · the Nap I must 
~:~~~e trheh~~e been directed against me, and, I must, to . my sorrow, 

But it .i~ not true of ever having been in 1\Iunich, and tbet·efore it is 
clearly VISible that I never could have stood there in the center of any 
scandal. Considering the accusation of having g iven to Detective• 
Kalmar defamatory letters about Braun, it is a stupid falsehood, be­
cause I see the police found, without any aid of mine, the compt·omising 
documents deposited since 18!)7 with the criminal court, and which date 
from my law case. 

The documents at the criminal court officially prove that Braun had 
stolen and misappropriated, had throughout years lived upon blackmail 
and many-sided revolver journalism. Thus. what for any compromisin~ 
letter? But, if M.r. Braun should desire them, I can serve him. But 
they are not letters, but authenticated data as to his dishonorable 
mode of life, of newer date. 

What concerns the accusation of being such or such slanderer, the 
writer of the article of the Nap and of the Ftigg Magy will have to 
respond thereto before the rress Tribunal. The latter· newspapers at 
least, have spared me to the extent of having only mentioned me in gen­
eral only as a slanderer. 

That I have flooded the American authorities with defamatory letters 
concerning Bmun and these even reached the hands of Roosevelt, the 
President of the Republic, is a matter for which I will turn for redress 
to our ambassador at Was.hington, Mr. Hengelmi.iller. 

At the time when Braun attempted to blackmail the directory of 
the lillenniurn Exposition, respectively the Hungarian Government, to 
the tune of $15,000=75,000 crowns, the rester Hoyd, the credibility 
and seriousness of which is recognized even in foreign countries, <te­
clared Braun, in an cfficial declaration, to be a blackmail operator. 
But Braun did not yield. He threatened be would attack the exposi­
tion and the Government in foreign newspapers, and which will be 
pr·oven in this pamphlet. In consequence of this, I, knowing him. 
thought it to be my dutr for the public welfare, to air his American 
past career in the semtofficial Nemzet, the seriousness of which 
newspaper· is likewise not to be doubted. · 

I fought him with open visor. In detail I proved that be is everything 
except an honorable man. He remained silent or rather said he stopped 
the 1ibel suit he bad begun. 'l'hus in my article, which as is also 
the article of the Pester Lloyd, here reprinted in full, he is laid 
low morally. Therefore what other need have I to attack him, when 
with easy method, in the interest of the public, I have already con­
quered over him morally? In truth, I would but prepare a certificate 
of moral poverty for myself, if against this morally dead man I 
would fight a combat. It is evident that these rumors of my having_ 
sent to the .American authorities defamatory letters are gigantic lies, 
such as only Braun can tell. 

ly belief is strong that President Roosevelt, who is mentioned here, 
will respond truthfully, even if by his response be would burt his 
man. But if perchance--what I do not suppose--the very esteemed 
Mr·. rresident would refuse to give explanation, then I will ask him 
through the London Times. 

I am further with my personal r eputat ion. In my life I was forced 
only once, and then by Braun, to wash his dirty· linen-what be n-a.s 
mf!de to feel sufficiently. Now I can sufficiently wonder how Braun, 
knowing of being in the lurch, should, after nine years, arouse me out 
of my rest. Why does he pick at me? Why does he force me to 
reckon with him once again before the public? - I do not understand 
it. It might be that it bu:·ts him that the documents by me collected 
and deposited with the court have been burled at his head, but anybody 
could have looked into those documents. 

That he is the author of the newspaper attack against me is visible 
frorn the fact that since years I have nothing to do with newspaper 
writing; formerly, too, I but wrote occasionally-as graduated agri­
cultural economist I wrote upon subjects of my calling. I have a!Jso­
lutely no acquaintanceship in newspaper circles. so that he must have 
begun the chase. The " Nap " again is his mouthpiece ; he commenced 
ther·ein on the 11th already, and in a three-column long article, his 
attacks upon the police, although it is plain that 1\lr. Rudnay had 
been willing quietly to accord him all the satisfaction; but this grand 
master of the scandal mongers wished to shine before all of the world. 
Thus did I come, too, in the dark "Nap," and it is beyond doubt that 
I was dragged into it by the still blacker Braun. 

I publish here verbatim the articles of the rester Lloyd and of the 
Nemzet. The earnestness, the credibility of these two newspapers 
require no commentaries. 

[Pester Lloyd, evening edition, 1896, June 23.] 
LAW-COURT NEWS-A LAWSUIT FOR NEWSPAPER ARTICLES ABOUT THE 

" EXPOSITION. 

In the circuit cou-rt of the nited States, a kind of central court 
for civil causes in the United States, a lawsuit has been entered on a 
claim for $15,000 against our exposition-;-that is to say, indirectly 
against the Hungarian Government. According to the Bond. 'l'ngbl., 
this is the affair : Marcus Braun, a born Hungarian, but a natnralized 
American citizen, who had been sojourning het·e in 'ew York during the 
l\Iillennium festivities, representing, us reporter, the New York daily­
The World, was, as he claims, recommended about a year ago-the 
Aush·o-llungarian consulate-general at New York making the recom­
mendation-as the man who would be most suitable to do in America 
the booking thereof. The exposition commission authorized the consul­
general to intrust that mission to 1\Ir. Braun, and allowed him a fee 
of 50 fl.. for each large and 25 fl . for . each smaller newspaper article 
which he would put into the American newspapers. 1\Ir. Braun took the 
matter in a genuinely American way into his bands, and he placed 
not less than 4,000 of these articles in American newspapers, for which, 
as be reckons it, be now has a demand of 15,000. When at the 
end of l\lay his bill, which then bad already been several thousand 
dollars, was presented, he was paid 500 fl., and be could not receive 
any responses to his letters and demands for the payment of his bill. 

Mr·. Bt·aun, who claims to have made, on his part, contracts with 
newspapers, came then to Budapest to insist upon the recognition of 
his clf!ims, but everywhere he found deaf ears. Ministerial Councilor 
Schmidt, the director of the exposition, acknowledged that he had done 
great service to the e;xposition, but laid stress upon the circumstance 
that this does not exclude of him being a nuisance to the directory. 
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When Braun's steps at the Government. proved also of no -avail, there 
rem:tined nothing else for him than the appeal to law, and in the 
opinion of his .American lawyer -friends, the .American courts have 
juriE:diction In tbe matter. When asked how he could collect a judg­
ment, should he get one, he responded that this was very easy, and 
told of a case wherein about two years ago a claim against the Span­
ish Government, which had been sued on and was in the form of a 
judgment, was collected by levying upon the first Spanish man-of-war 
that entered an American port. 

[Pester Lloyd, evening edition, 1896, June 24.] 
LAW COURT NEWS. 

A lawsuit for newspaper articles about the exposition. Referring 
to the notice under this heading in our issue of yesterday and taken 
from the Dud. Tagbl. we are being assured that the Exposition 
Commission had not given to Marcus Bmun the authority set forth 
in that notice. Mr. llraun collected a number of American news­
pa~ers, in which he found short notices about the Millennium Expo­
sitiOn, telegraphic news about the political festivities, etc., etc., and 
claimed for each of these " exposition articles " a remuneration which, 
according tQ our standard, is altogethet· out of proportion. This 
claim had naturally to be rejected. Newspaper clippings can be had 
by the thousand and the exposition commission can have them very 
cheaply. 

[Nemzet, 1806, July !3, morning edition.] 
HUNG.!..RIA...'{ RE>OLtER I:N AMERICA. 

BuD.ll'EST, July 2. 
We received the following letter, which by reason of its exceptionally 

interest contents deserves the attention of the Magyar public, as well 
as that of the Hungarians who had emigrated to America and that of 
the consulates ·in that country: 

DEAR MR. EDITOR: In corrsequence of the news item that one Marcus 
Braun, an American newspaper man, demands by law the payment to 
him of $1u,OOO-that is to say, of 37,500 Austrian fl.-by the directors 
of the Millennium Exposition, I deem it worth while, necessary, even 
my patriotic duty, to say one and the ·other thing about that gentleman. 
And why? It will, in the course of what is being told here, be plainly 
apparent. 

Incalculable is the damage which this " compatriot" journalist of 
ours working on both hemispheres has been causing and is still causing 
among the Hungarians emigrating to the United States, the number of 
.which emigrants might exceed a round million souls. · 

Our daily newspapers just now publish with peculiar ~.>arcasm the no­
tice of the claim of Marcus Braun, alias Marc Braon, originally of Buda­
pest, bat now an American journalist, who demands of the directors of 
the l\Iillennium Exposition $15,000, or 37,500 Austrian gulden, for 
newspaper articles of an advertising character which he had published. 

I must state here in advance that the IIungarians in the United 
States ha>e since decades had the good fortune that might · there as 
many of us or of what caliber of men might come there, all were re­
ceived with enthusiasm, which, considering this dry, cold, not too fiery 
Anglo-American race must indeed be regarded as a marvel. It was not 
inquired into whether be be a Slovac or a Magyar, he was simply asked 
whether he first saw the light in Hungary and out of that compatriot 
promptly became a "My dear sir," he receiv-ed support at all sides and 
wherever he looked for it. These conditions we might be grateful for 
to our revolution and later on to the famous speeches of Louis Kos­
suth. 

This bias for us extended to every single Hungarian, which grew to 
be, while in search for his daily bread, for him a source of an un­
speakable blessing. It is true, one or the other countryman of ours 
might have meanly misused his position, and for this slowly and by de­
grees this sympathy for us seemed to have been lessened. The press 
of that country dealt but very reservedly and very rarely with the 
Maygars of New York and other cities, everywhere living among them­
selves, but Mr. Braun soon, and to the sorrow of the Hungarians, very 
effectually changed these conditions. 

This man lives exclusively on denouncing the Hungarians to the 
"Americans-for money, of course-and under favorable conditions to 
revolverize, to blackmail, the Hungarians. To make his denuncia­
tions catchy and eagerly sought for by the newspapers, lli. llraun 
ornaments them with divers sensational trimmings and with issues, 
and then gives them to the World or the Herald or whatever paper 
might pay most for them. It need not even be explained that the 
highest aim of the American newspapers is to beat one another with 
the publication of the most sensational and interesting news items 
("item" is an article respecting a piece of news which no other news­
paper has as yet published). Their truth or their influenee or conse­
quence of the puulication is of no ·matter to those papers. 

'.rhe "chronique scandaleuse" of the American press of to-day daily 
ruins, morally or financially, one or two or more Hungarian families, 
and this is Mt·. Braun's merit. Before ruining the victim he has 
sought out, B.raun first calls upon him and demands of him that of 
the sum which in his own (B's) opinion the victim had dishonestly 
earned or obtained, he be given so much and so much or else he would 
denounce him in the newspapers and annihilate him. Many submit to 
blackmail and pay so as to escape notoriety and trouble. Some pay 
with blows they deal to him lustily, but this does not preve:::J.t him in 
the continuation of his mode of life in this manner. 

Thus, since two or three years, because this blissful work of Mr. 
Braun takes only since 1803, the American newspapers are continu­
ously full of r eports of the scoundrelism and the miserability of all 
sorts of the Hungarians. One after the other of the newspapers copy 
these accusations, and the result is that to-day the Hungarian has the 
meanest reputation of all foreigners amongst the Americans. Wherever 
he might knock for work he is looked upon with suspicion and ~rejudice, 
and he has difficulty, indeed, to secure work. If we constder now 
that about one million Hungarians are living in the United States, it 
is with horror that we look upon the work of this compatriot of ours, 
who misuses his position. The greater part of our immigrants from 
Hungary are the Slo>acs from the northern country; but even they 
must suffer from it. According to the prevailing opinion, he, being 
born in llungary, must be taken as a bad character, wanton, unre­
liable. He can secure work, but because he is a Hungarian he is paid 
meaner than his fellow-laborers working with him in the coal mines or 
at the oil wells. 

When the work becomes slack, it is the Hungarian Slovac who is 
first to remain without bread. These outgoing compatriots of ours 
are a great economical factor; our newspapers have but lately pointed 
out how many million dollars do they send home annually by mail. 
Without any exception, every Slovac, coming ba-ck when he had been 
o nt there years, brings with him from $600 to $800, 1,500 to · 2,000 

florins, which he has saved up; he buys a piece of land; he builds a 
home, keeps a horse, drives a wagon. He is a.t - home, a tax-paying 
citizen ; he sustains the State out of his American earnings. 

To-day the sympathy of the Americans for the Magy<lr is nll . If 
in American· press there be something bad to say, the Hungarian is 
being put forth as the victim; he is guilty of everything and of any­
thing, and of this change in the public opinion Mr. Braun hu.s a very 
considerable share. 

In the beginning of his American career, in 1894, Braun had handed 
ln a clever "item " which attacked the reput3.tion of thirty-eight Hun­
garians, all innocent, of course, but of whom he wanted to squeeze a 
dollar or two of each, but who refused to submit. At about that time 
the municipality of the city of New York came into the hands of the 
temperance people. Obsolete laws were resuscitated, the playing of 
cards was prohibited, but the scope of this order was not clear. 

Our countrymen continued to cultivate in Hungarian coffee houses 
the "Tardly" and the " Kalaber," when lo, one Saturday afternoon 
the police enters one of these Hungarian coffee houses wherein thirty­
nine Hungarian artisans were gathered, and arrests all those present, 
confiscated even the tables on which they had-for the lowest stakes 
imaginable-played. 

In such cases, as it is there the rule or custom, the guests are never 
punished, the proprietor is usually fined $5, and the matter is ended. 
Well, in consequence of this raid many Hungarians, among them my­
self, were dragged to the police station house, where Braun visited ue. 
He spoke to the " pater familas " temporarily arrested, wanted to 
frighten them, demanded money, but they, convinced of their inno­
cence, refused to pay. 

After a few hours' delay, during which the record of the arrest was 
taken, we all were taken before the . police court and we all were dis­
charged. Next day the newspapers published, to the astonjshment of 
the entire Magyar colony, the story of the life of thirty-nine abso­
lutely innocent Hungarian people, of course put into a form and of 
course by our Mr. Braun, from which 1t seemed to appem· as if some 
hidden, great crime had been committed. The outcry against him was 
great, but Braun laughed ; he had received a few dollars for the item. 

Such and similar happenings repeated themselves innumerable 
times. Braun is fishing more successfully in turbid waters, the con­
dition of the Magyars grows constantly worse, and this is the case 
since that gentleman has erected his tent in New York. 

His mission consists everywhere where he can to create false condi­
tions or positions, which is pretty easily brought about among the 
less educated classes, and then to take advantage of this for his own 
use and benefit. 

To this manner did Mr. Braun secure his connection with the Amer­
ican press, which it is to be regretted is not acquainted with the true 
condition of affairs and is easily misled. He makes a good living out 
of it, but it is often that the Magyar emigrant is made to suil'er in 
consequence of his heartlessness. 

ALEXAXDER HA.TOS. 

The personal affair I have now finished on my part with this pam­
phlet. The Lloyd's official communication and the !act to have been 
frightened off his libel suit shows me to be right, which, however, is 
not much when opposed to Braun. It requires no proof that only 
public interest engaged me against him. We clearly see his stubborn­
ness in the exposition matter , which yielded only when I laid bare, in 
its entire nakedness, his past and made it known to the public. I ful­
filled a duty; I passed on, saying : "The Moor had done his duty, the 
Moor can go." 

In the present case nraun's individuality plays no longer any rOle. 
To-day there can be no longer any question of Kalmar, Roosevelt, llud­
nay, or of my modest self. Now, it is necessary to put the affair, which, 
by the scandal-chasing faculty of Braun, had been by him most cleverly 
involved into an international matter, in such a light before the public 
that the same should be graspable at one view, and then the blown-up 
soap-bubble will burst and the old condition of affairs will, without 
any harm having been done, be reestablished. 

Now, as in 1890, knowing Braun and the circumstances, I look into 
the woven web and-uncalled for, probably ; but provoked by him­
th~refore with some justification, I help the straightening out of the en­
tanglement. 

To-day the public moral of Hungary is forced into the foreground ; 
that must not be permitted to suffer any harm, only the boastful hero 
therein playing a rOle might fall . 

That I arrogate to myself the right to enter into this ail'air might 
find its explanation also in the circumstance that about four weeks ago 
when the newspaper~ announced the coming of this prominent man into 
our midst, I had wntten to one of the daily papers that this bodes no 
good. Let us call the attention of the proper authorities that instead 
of this gentleman, let there be, in time, some one else sent here' another 
commissioner; but this notice of mine remained unheeded. And thus 
the thing happened which ooght not to have happened. 

A Hungarian is being insulted in a public place and is almost treated 
with blows. The unfortunate fellow, perchance an officer in _public 
service, feeling his innocence, the contrary of which no one has as 
yet proven, complains against his aggressor. The aggressor, properly, 
as everywhere, had been fined. The aggressor, a prominent stran..,er 
receives from the proper authorities guarantees that the lluno-arlun 
who it is said had opened his letters will recei>c exemplary p'Unish­
ment, naturally, however, only then, if such crime be proven him. 
"That is not enough," says the prominent stranger, "I want his head 
to fall right now." But the administration of justice does not permit 
that, and he does not receive that head. 

'l'he prominent stranger forthwith begins with hand and feet an 
attack against the Hungarian ~olice in the form of a three-column-long 
newspaper article entitled "Cabinet noir," and wit h all power but 
without any reason, he rings the bells of danger. That is understo'od of 
itself that the pollee of the capital could not allow this to go un­
heeded. This corp.oration, which had all the opportunitr to look into 
the past of men, discovers in the past life of this promment stranger· 
serious moral defects, and lays them before that prominent strange1··s 
nostrils. 

The American gentleman grows angry and starts a noise, attempts 
to bring about an international conflict, into which the dignity of our 
fatherland is drag~ed, and into the center of that conflict he, by reason 
of his scandal-lovmg nature and character, puts himself. From this 
position I do nat budge neither right nor left. But international con­
flicts are usually arranged that not the individual but the nation :steps 
into the foreground. Clearing from the artificial web and woof the 
individuality, and we will see that our police has only punished the 
uncalled-for attacks of Braun. It is immaterial, then, if it happens 
that the police had found the very weak moral side of that gentleman 
but if a fellow carries butter on his head let him walk in the shade. ' 
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In s:i:lort, if that prominent stranger steps out of the self-woven web. 
the affair. stands clearly before us and is in good order. The repulsive 
mot·al ulcers and sores make his remaining here impossible ; be tbere­
fo~e gathers his tent and goes to Russia; be bad, anyhow, the inten­
tion to go there, and we wish him a happy voyage. But no ; he does 
not step out of the circle of the self-woven web; be remains in the 
center of that international conflict, and be remains there because he 
is inspi!·ed to do so. Some well-meaning daily newspaper handles the 
affair, I do not say mala fide, but does it at the cost of the prestige 
of Hungary, and enables the man to continue his artistic bnmbuggery. 
Let us see; probably we cari help to counteract these peculiar symp­
toms. 

Let us say, for instance, that there came to Hatszeg-a place in 
which I never have been-and into a quasi gentlemanly circle of that 
place, a stranger. This stranger is· an elegant, cultured gentleman; 
but after six months it turns out that in his manhood days be had for 
years lived upon blackmail and many-sided revolverisms. Naturally 
he will -be bowed out of good society. It is disagreeable to everybody. 
It would have been a _great deal better if all of this had come to the 
light of the day before he bad entered it, l;mt it is too late. Be this 
as it may, that stmnger no more can enter that circle. This is every­
where the same-that is to say, a loafer is a loafer, even if his true 
character becomes known only at a later day. 

A great part of the daily press says that it fully accepts the former 
criminal life of Braun, but that now, as long as be is here, all is expi­
ated; that it is immaterial to us to know what be bad been, and who 
be had been .heretofore, now that he is here it would have been the 
bounden duty of the ministry to regard him as a perfect gentleman 
and to treat him as such. 

This is the salient point of the case. This man who, according to 
the rester Lloyd, is morally dead, and who bas blackmailed the exposi­
tion. commissioners and the Bantry government, is to-day discussing 
with our Government authorities in matters of supreme importance. 
(At this place it might not be inopportune to ask whether this indi­
vidual who bad been rejected by a former government by reason of his 
bad reputation, does possess impartiality to discuss his mission unprej­
udiced and unbiased. The absence of his impartiality is proven by 
the circumstance that be now attacks me, without any cause or reason, 
because. nine years ago in a matter flowing out of the exposition I had 
something to do with him, showing that the blows he received in 1896 
he had not been able to forget.) 

'l'hese newspapers to-day demand categorically that the leading Gov­
ernment circles should show deference to him and without any scruples 
continue to discuss matters with him. · 

Oh, no; this Government is our Government, and our Government can 
not enter into any discussion with a man who, in consequence of his 
past, can not receive entrance into respectable society, who by a former 
government and by a most prominent newspaper has been morally bat­
tered; and if this view is clear, then the whole affair st..'lnds from one 
end · to the other clearly before me. I know that the very smallest 
village justice, who has any pride at all in his Magyar nationality 
reddens with shame to his ears should he bear that his Government is 
havinoo confab with such a man as that; reddens with shame to his 
ears, because that man dared to blackmail our dearest institution (the 
exposition) ; reddens with shame because that man has insulted and 
injured our countryman. 

But the Hungarian peasant would feel ashamed, even if this man, 
traveling on an · important mission. had committed these things not in 
our country, but say, in Egypt. Let it be understood and accepted as 
a thesis axiomatic, that a man, who, by reason of his past can not be 
received into a respectable private circle, is not fit to confer in matters 
of importance with the government of a great nation, and here it is 
that the public morality of Hungary must be victorious. · 

If this side of the case is put into the proper light, then that gentle­
man will again go· away and all will be well. 'We will receive in his 
place another · American gentleman who, though we do not know per­
sonally, but with him the government can arrange the pending affairs. 

It is therefore a very erroneous proposition that an officer, be he 
whoever he may, having begun functions, has by doing so expiated his 
former criminal deeds. 

It is a well-known story how at the end of the seventies Editor John 
Asboth laid bare the past of Councilor Count Zichy-Ferraris, and the 
count went away. According to the logic of to-day in those news­
papers, he was not correct; he should have remained· in office although 
formerly be had been caught stealing silver spoons. With this new 
logic we- place into t~e hands of Mr. Braun a new weapon and he is 
smart enough to use 1t. 

'The official communication printed in the Pester Lloyd and which 
for nine years had not been denied has received its denial to-day. A 
high official of the Millennium Exposition, who enjoys, as a capacity 
in industrial matters and as a private gentleman, the highest esteem 
and respect, declares that Braun at that time had performed valuable 
services for the exposition and has received 6,000 crowns as remunera­
tion. -

Wbatever may be said, that communication exists after nine years' 
silence. It can not be annihilated or disavowed. It is evidently fuel 
on which Braun can feed. He has with that given a kick to the Bantry 
Govet·nment then in office, to the directorate of the exposition, and to 
the official communication. 

Thus to-day Braun stands before us as a man immaculate. Thus 
to-day the Pester Lloyd, the exposition, the Ilungarian Government, 
etc., all Ilungary is put to blame-please continue this-let all the 
more water flow upon the mills for Braun. 
. That official report of the Lloyd can not be wiped out of existence, 

even by the prime minister of that day. 
If I wet·e to carry this case into a personal discussion, I would ask 

any high-school student how is it possible to gather such great merits 
for an internal exposition in America which deserve to be remuner­
ated with 6,000 crowns? 

I could also ask that if some one has achieved great merits by his 
services for our land, for which services he presents a bill of 75,000 
crowns why is he only paid 6,000 crowns? This is a compromise on 
a basis' of 7~ per cent. I did not kno'Y until now tll;at the H~ngarlan 
Government pays the bills of persons who have achieved ments on a 
basis of 7~ per cent proposition. A compromise of debt on a basis of 
n per cent is considered to ~e a fraudulent bankruptcy and the punish-
ment thereof is the penitentiary. . 

I could ask a great deal more. I only ask now how does the official 
communication of the Pester Lloyd in 1896 cover the explanation of 
the former chief secretat·y of the commission, w.herein he informed us of 
the payment of the G,OOO crowns? What is here disavowed? In my 
view it is doubtless that the Pester Lloyd is not refuted. 

Under all circumstances it is a great pity that such weapons are 

placed in the hands of Braun. With this he is enabled all the mo~:e to 
push himself to the foreground, and we might expect that in conse­
quence thereof our land might be subjected to an international blame. 

Very well, four weeks before Braun's coming here had been published 
in the newspapers I had an idea that his being here will not end with­
out some scandal. I am sorry to see that my tip proved correct. After 
an article in the Nemzet I bad proJDised myself to have nothing to do 
with him any more. At the end of my libel suit against him I received 
material against him from New York, but I had made up my mind not 
to wash my dirty linen any more. . 

(Thus a few years ago my attention had been called to a man named 
Goddard, who at that time was the secretary of Roosevelt, then the 
goyernor of the State of New York. By . clever maneuvering Braun 
became friendly with this secretary. Throngh him he became ac­
quainted with Roosevelt, and then it is said he betrayed Goddard. 
Anyway, Braun became the favorite of the President. Goddard did not 
care about the thing; he was a millionaire, and was a politician only 
as a matter of pastime. I neglected this whole matter and paid no 
attention to it out of respect to R.) 

But I made an exception four weeks ago, because I saw th,e scandal 
coming and wished to prevent it. I wrote to the resti Hirlap and in­
closed the articles of the Lloyd and of the Nemzet. I called its atten­
tion to this person who, in 1 96, had been ruthlessly rejected by the 
Government. I wrote that it would be well to call the attention of 
the present Government to this man, because it will not do to see the 
Government enter into a conference upon important national affairs 
with a man of such dishonorable antecedents and a scandal monger. 
I declared that here it is not the question of the person of Braun ; that 
it is a question of decency, of morality; that it would be a slap in the 
face of public morality in Hungary should this man be received in 
Budapest. 

The article did not appear. T1·ue, bad the article been printed I 
would have had to carry the burden, -but it is sure that the American 
ambassador would have in time received from the llallplatz, which, 
given with a hand in kid gloves, concerning the recall of Mr. Braun. 

We would therefore have been spared the international scandal, the 
world would not have been the witness of the fight between our police 
and Mr. Braun. . 

Therefore, it is seen, I gave the right "tip," and probably this pt·oves 
it also of having worked in the interest of the public welfare. I say 
" probably " because there are many who say let there be a scandal. it 
is no one's business. With such fatalists I do not enter into any dis­
cussion. At the most I would enter into a discussion with those who 
say that I had personal reasons to raise this hue and cry ; to these I 
could easily prove of having been moved by public interests. 

After this confession I am prepared to see myself assailed by the 
press, which takes Mr. Braun's part. I will hardly take notice of it, 
however, because I have no connection with newspapers, the press is 
shut out from me; to write a new pamphlet I have not the time. 

I make, however, one decla~:ation that, whatever insult may be heaped 
upon me out of this matte1· I shall not regret it, othet·wise I would re­
gard it, but now I leave it to the action of the court. If anyone can 
disco>er in my past caree1· any such a thing which I hurled at the head 
of Braun in 1896, I am willing to pray for his pardon, but not otherwise. 
I do not envy his beautifully rounded out career. because a man who 
does not resent such attacks on him as have made on him the Pester 
Lloyd and the Nemzet is not to be envied. 

In consequence of his attack I hav~ been sought out by a number of 
people and I have been asked how is it that a man with such .a past 
has not been made impossible before this in New York by the llun­
garians of fifteen to twenty thousand people there residing, and why is 
it I who is laying bare his career here at home? The majority of our 
Hungarians over there are journeymen artisans. They do not know 
bow to write polemics. They shun publicity, and if some one black­
mails them they· prefer to pay. The intelligent part of the colony 
living over there are shipwrecked figures. I myself was one of them 
when I ·bad stepped upon tl:ie shore of .America. Add to this that the 
intelligent part of the colony which would be able to wield ,the pen has 
to a great extent dark -pasts, and they do not like to be bothered about 
the past and prefer to pay and refuse to assume a public role. And if 
it does 'not fear the past, then there is the struggle for life with an 
extraordinary difficult battle to secure foothold in the strange land 
which embitters the life of the light-blooded intelligency there living. 
Through this apathy and this ~·what-do-we-care" attitude had Braun 
been able to terrorize and to misuse the Hungarian colony. No one 
cared for him. 

Suddenly in 1896 general attention is called to his daring attempt 
to blackmail in a great sty'.; the exposition to the tune of 75,000 
crowns . . To know and to see that a Hungarian ruins his compatriots 
living far away, to know and to see that the same fellow C<lming home 
intends to blackmail his fatherland and the Hungarian Government 
out of a large sum of money, is, I respectfully sug_gest, if n man has 
but a tiny drop of feeling for his fath~rland, impossible to d~sregard i.n 
silence and this solely, and solely tbts unheard of proceedrng on h1s 
part ~as the moving power of my attack on him. 

Do not let us forget that the exposition of 1896, in honor of the 
one thousand years' existence of our nation, was of that glorious feast 
the most brilliant symbol of which the whole of the civilized world 
h-ad taken notice. Now, one of our own blood dares to attempt to 
desecrate ihe memory of this festival for his own selfish nims. This 
can not be tolerated by one who knows the true condition of afi::tiL'S. 
Braun had emigrated after be had been· a soldier. and it is ·har<;lly 
fifteen years since he went away. In too short a t1me there had died 
out in him his sympathy for his native land, but that is Hekuba to 
him be it Roosevelt or the Millennium Expo ition, the main point 
is that he should fin d the cow giving plenty of milk. 

I can not acquit the police of Budapest of the reproach to have com­
mitted a tactical error concernin_g Braun. 

I have heretofore said that the lowest path of the intelligence of 
our emigrated compatriots bas a dark past, and this is better known 
by the police than by· myself. It is now four weeks that all of the 
Iiungarian newspapers announced that a gentleman of Hungarian 
birth will come as an American commissioner of immigration to this 
city to confer with the Government on important national affairs. 
Therefore they knew that this man about to come must be an intelli­
"'ent man. Why did not the police immediately look after to find out 
~hat is the truth about the kaleidoscopic changes in the career of this 
man, and who is he, anyway? · · 

The ministry of foreign affairs could within twenty hours receive 
from the consulate and from others detailed information. In conse­
quence of this we would not have bad the pleasure to receive Braun, 
and the hauling over of our police department in the press of all the 
world would not have been a necessity. 
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But not only then, when the scandal bad been provoked, when the 

Amet·ican consul bad taken his part, then and only then are cable­
grams sent, and even announce that they have done so, which on one 
side shows that the police department was really in trouble and on 
the other side shows that they bad not given any credence to the 
American consul. 

Facing such a man, who, without any rhyme or reason, simply be­
cause of his sickly conceit and vanity to create a sensation, and his 
usual scandal-monger habits-who, without any rhyme or reason, with 
cold blood, tolls the bells, it would have been in place to deal more care­
fully, with further foretbought1 because it should have been known 
that he will coin capital out of It: 

I wish to state that my criticism here is based simply upon the 
happenings of events as I have learned them from the newspapers. 

All ' this, however, does not change anything upon the subject, and 
the main thing is that Braun bad made his attack without any reason; 
that for this he bad been fined, and inasmuch as it is doubtless true 
that he bad the intention to blackmail the Hungarian State as he for 
years blackmailed his Hungarian compatriots. Therefore, there can be 
no room fot· him bet·e, and thus is evened and smoothed over the en­
tangled affair into which he himself had brought disorder. 

It is not excluded that extraordinarily, single-headed, and ener­
getic Yankee might receive for the sake of peace &atisfaction to which 
he might not be entitled, but. on the other hand, might be given to 
him so ns to get rid of him because of his past career, excludes the 
probability of his acting here in fiduciary capacity. 

In conclusion only one word more. Knowing this gentleman and 
knowing his splendid attainments as an agent provocateur, his mania 
to hunt up scandal and strife, it is my innermost conviction that the 
entire story of the opening of his mail and violation of the secrecy 
of the mail is but a great humbug. 

If anyone bas committed any violation of the secrecy of the letters 
of Mr. Marcus Bt·aun, this anyone can not be aught else but Marcus 
Braun, immigrant inspector, himself, and could stake my life on this. 

But I do not stake my head on this as . yet because here in Budapest 
he might find some God-forsaken, hungry people who for money would 
assume to have opened his letters and who would be willing to be im­
prisoned for this for six or nine months, and then I would lose my head. 
It is for this that I do not give Mt·. Braun the pleasure of· seeing my 
head on the guillotine. It suffices if the poor detective's bead falls as 
his victim. It is a fact that for once in his life be had very awkwardly 
arranged mattel's. 

There happened a similar thing in 1894 in New York in the centet· 
of which our l\lr. Braun stood. Now I remember only hazily the de­
tails, but if be desires it I ~ill give him more exhaustive information. 

Budapest, May 17, 1!)05. 
ALEXA~DER HAJOS. 

EXHIBIT 'NO. 22. 
BUDAPEST, HUNGARY, J!ay 15, 1905. 

Hon. BELLAMY STORER, 
United States Ambassador anfl Envoy Plenipotentiary, 

Vienna. 
SIR: I have the honor to submit to your considet·ation a statement 

about the insult, degradation, humiliation, injustice, and unlawful 
treatment to which I have been subjected by officials of the Royal 
Hungarian Government, both in my official and private capacity, and 
for which I ask all such reparation as you may see wise and fit to 
demand. 

At the outset, however, I desire to invite your attention that inas­
much as most of my evidence is of a circumstantial nature, I would 
respectfully request not to use this statement before the foreign office 
of the Austro-Hungarian Government or the ministries of the Royal 
Hungarian Government, because I do not feel warranted to submit my 
case to any of the departments of courts of this country neither for 
tt·ial nor for investigation, for the reason that the experience I had so 
far convinced me fully that I have been singled out as a victim of a 
plot and conspiracy by yery powerful and unscr·upulons men, who at 
any time could command any number of witnesses and officials who 
would be ready to swear my life away. 

I respectfully beg to state that I reached the Hungarian border on 
April 16, 1905, at Czacsa, Trenczen County, wher·e I made a stop of 
twenty-four hours for the purpose of investigating the conditions exist­
ing with reference of handling_ emigrants to the United States by the 
repr·esentatives of both the Adria Steamship Company and the Fabr­
karten Bureau, the licensed emigrant agents of the Kingdom of Hun­
gary. I duly presented myself there by Mr. Bajan, the chief of said 
Bureau at C<,s.cza, as a United States immigrant official, who told me 
that they knew about my coming and were expecting me for quite some 
time. Mr. Bajan was very anxious to know whither I was going from 
Csacza, and after having eatisfied himself that my next stop will be at 
the city of Budapest, he sent a telegraphic message to a high official 
of the Royal Hung'lt'ian ministry of the interior, with whom Mr. Bajan 
told me be was in very close connection. I arrived at the city of Buda­
pest in the evening of the 17th of April and immediately went to the 
Hotel Hungaria. 

April 18 I spent in watching the various depots through which emi­
grants for the United States were bound to pass, and, engaging into 
conversations with several of them, I learned many interesting things, 
which were to lead me to the investigations with which I had been 
intrusted by the Commissioner General of Immigr·ation, and which in­
vestigations necessitated frequent trips from Budapest to country 
places. 

It took me but two or three days to get suspicious about the mail I 
received at the Hotel Hungaria, and my suspicion was particularlv 
aroused by the fact that almost every letter which I received stuck to 
the envelope inside. I have reported my suspicions to Consul-General 
Chester and also to you, sir, and on May 2 in a letter which I sent by 
way of Berlin to the Commissioner-General of Immigration at Wash­
in"'ton, D. C., and I attach herewith for such uses as you may see fit 
some evidence -which will convince you beyond the shadow of a doubt 
that my mail was systematically opened, and I beg to state here most 
emphatically that about the opening of my mail at least one high offi­
cia of the royal Hungarian ministry of the interior knew, and also at 
least four officials of the royal llungarian state p,olice, including two 
officials of very high rank. I also know positive y that every one of 
my letters which I received was not only opened, but also copied and 
the copies sent to those higher officials who were so very anxious to 
know the contents of my mail. . 

I do not positively know the motives of these unlawful acts, but 
some of the local newspapers of Budapest state that certain high offi-

cials of the Royal Hungarian Government considered me a very unde­
sirable visitor because I happen to have the qualification to discover 
things which they would not like to see published. I do not know how 
true or untrue this assertion is, but judging from my C-'\':pet·iences of 
last year and of two years ago, and differentiating between the experi­
ences of 1903 and 1904, the assertions made sound very plausible. As 
a ·matter of fact, in my last year's report to the Commissioner-General 
of lmmisration, I stated that in 1903, and also at my arrival in 1004, 
I was received most cordially by the high officials of the Royal Hunga­
rian ministry of the interior, but that after a certain repo1·t which I 
made to Washington had been publi hed both in the 'Cnited States and 
in Hungary I became persona no grata, and all kinds of veiled assertions 
were published in the pre s against the nited States Bureau of Immi­
~n·ation in general and against myself in particular, all of which asser­
tions culminated in the almost open charge. that I was in the pay of the 
steamship trust, but more particularly in the pay of the German lines. 

Besides the opening of my mail, which I established beyond the 
shadow of a doubt, I also established the fact that I was constanfly 
shadowed by detectives, and I told you, at my last visit to Vienna, 
also of this fact; but I have also at least one witness for this shadow­
ing in the person of Miss Lillian Hidat, whose affidavit I also submit 
herewith. From the attached copy of my report of May 2, to Com­
mis ioner-General Sargent and the copy of a letter of May 3, addressed 
to the private residence of Mr. F. H. Larned, the chief clerk of the 
Bureau of Immigration, at Washington, you may notice that I pre­
pared a trap for the "gentleman •· who committed the crime of 
opening my letters, which, according to the laws of all countries, 
international treaties, and also according to the laws of Hungary, is a 
felony, punishable by State pl'ison. I do not know whether the trap 
would have succeeded or not, but when I caught in the afternoon of 
i\lay 8 Detective Hugo Kalmar tampering with my hotel mail box, 
looking. over the slip, cards, and messages that bad been placed there, 
I thought that there was no necessity for any further evidence, ·and in 
my, what I believed to be justified indignation, I jumped at him, and 
in plain words told him that if I caught him again tampering with 
my mail box I would knock him down although I was aware of the 
fact that be was a detective who had been shadowing me. Kalmar 
told me right then and there that ·be did not know me, that I must 
be suffering from "persecution mania," that he had never shadowed 
me, nor tampered with my mail box; that he was looking for his 
key, and as a proof that this was so he asked me for my name. 

I publicly d.enounced both the detective and the hotel people for the _ 
outrage committed, and telegraphed to you. Now, what happens next. 
Fully thirty hours after the incident described above I am served 
with a summons to appear the next day_ at 10 o'clock in th·~ morniag 
befot·e the police captain of the fourth district to answer to a charge 
of misdemeanor. After the receipt of this summons I called upon 
Consul-General Frank Dyer Chestet·, to whom I also had reported the 
incident of the day before, asking his advice, and he came to the con­
clusion that the best thing we could do was to call the next morning, 
prior to the hour set for my appearance at the fourth district, on Chief 
Rudnai. I do not know whether Mr. Chester has reported to you this 
interview, but I assure you that it drove the blood of shame and hu­
miliation into my face. l\Ir. Rudnai spoke to the consul-general of the 
United States in a rather rude and disre pectfnl manner, denied any 
knowledge of any orders given to anybody to shadow me, and to open 
my mail, at the same time refusing, however, to call the chief of the 
detective bureau for the information desired by Mr. Chester. 

On this occasion ~lr. Uudnai told me r.lso in a very sarcastic mannei" 
that only His Majesty could pardon me, to which I replied that I bad 
not called to ask for any pardon, but that I took grateful notice of his 
statement that I was already convicted before trial. Mr. Hudnai SU"'­
gested that I should consider myself very lucky that I had not bee"'n 
al't'ested immediately at the time when I insulted a member of the 
l{oyal state police force, a thing which surely would have happened 
if a Hungarian would have done the same thing in the United ~tates. 
Mr. Rudnai also very frequently suggested that I ·should prefer chat·ges 
against Detective Kalmar·, but· I refused to enter into that trap. 

I asked Consul-General Chester to accompany me to the captain of 
the fourth district, w?ere my trial was to take place, but be refused, 
and I attended the tt·Ial all alone. I first protested against the whole 
proceeding, but was overruled. Kalmar denied of having tampet·ed 
with my mail or having ever shadowed me. I admitted the incrimi­
nating expression, "If I catch you tampering again with my mail, I'll 
knock you down, although I know that yon are a detective.'' This 
would have not necessitated any further witnesses, but Kalmar insisted 
that the portier, the chief of reception, and the head waiter should be 
called. 'l'be three of them testified that they heard what I said, but 
not one of them saw Kalmar tamper with my mail. I was fined 50 
crowns, which I paid under appeal and protest, and then started the 
official campaign against me, which I will prove to you personally was 
arranged and -instigated by very high Government officials. 

A few words now about my alleged bad record: I declare to you, sir, 
most solemnly and emphatically, that there is not a single black spot 
in my career. I have never committed any wrong; have never been 
charged before any court or magistrate with any crime. felony, or 
misdemeanor, and the alleged wrongdoings which are attributed to me 
were charged against me before no less a personage than President 
Roosevelt. and, to wit, in 1899, when he was govemor of New York 
State. These charges were investigated and at that time by the then 
governor and dismissed as base slanders and libels. The fact that 
these libelous statements are brought up here convinces me, beyond the 
shadow of a doubt, that the conspiracy against me was instigated by 
the Hungarian Government officials, because at that time they also 
emanated from the same sources, and, to wit, the Austro-Hungarian 
consulate-general of New York City. 

In conclusion I beg to state tbat when I became a citizen of the 
United States, in the year 1897, I duly made application to the Hun­
garian Government to be released from the Hungarian State as its sub­
ject. I received the documents and they in themselves are prima facie 
evidence that there could have been no charge against me of any sort 
and that I did not even owe one florin taxes, because even for that they 
would refuse any Hungarian subject the release from the State sub­
jugation. I further beg to invite your kind attention tbat ever since 
I have emigrated to the United States I have been eleven times in 
Budapest, now, for the third time, on official business, and formerly 
on business for American newspapers I had connections with. During 
my eleven visits I was in touch with Premiet· Ministers Wekerle, Banfl'y, 
Szell, and 'I'isza, and other officials, and on every one of mv visits the 
local newspapers took due notice of my presence and wn)te more or 
less complimentary articles about their patriotic fellow-Hungarian In 
America. 
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T herefore I respectfully submit that nobody had any right to look 
upon me as a suspicious person, and cer tainly nobody had any right to 
tamper with my mail. 

Respectfully, MARcus BRAGN, 
United States Immigrant Inspector, 

D epartment of Commerce and Labor, l Vashington, D . C. 

Hon. FRAXK P. SAnGE)fT, 
Comrnissione1·-GeneraZ of Immigrat ion, 

LOXDOX, June 13, 1905. 

Department of Commerce and Labor, Washington, D . C. 
Sm : In my letter, dated Hamburg, June 8, I reported to you the fact 

that since, under the instruction of the Secretary of the Department of 
Commerce and Labor, I left the jurisdiction of Austria-Hungat·y, several 
apparently inspired newspaper articles appeared, which were of a very 
injurious nature to both my person and the mission to which you de­
taHed me. 

I referred particularly to a long article of the Vienna Deutsches 
Volksblatt of June 1, 1905, about which article I have since learned 
from positive and authoritative sources that it was inspil·ed by the 
Vienna foreign office. I beg to submit said article herewith in a full 
and literal translation: 

<<TilE I.A.RCGS BRAUN AFFAIR. 

"Yesterday Hungarian semi-official newspapers published an ap­
parently inspired statement, in which it was stated that it was ex­
tremely wrong, on the part of a Hungarian police official, to enter into 
a newspaper polemic with an official of the American Government and 
attack his personal honor. The statement goes on to say that- the 
official in question has been recalled from Hungary. We would. be per­
fectly satisfied with this notice, which definitely takes the unimportant 
Marcus Braun affair to the diplomatic grave, and would not further 
bother about it were it not for the fact that on its surface are some 
symptomic characteristics. Characteristic with respect of the Ameri­
can Government in the way of selecting their officials, and character­
istic of the Hungarian chauvinistic press' attitude when there are con­
flicts with foreign countries. 

"Marcus Braun, a Hungarian Jew, who absconded from his native 
land in 18!)1 because -there was an order of arrest - out against him 
for swindling; who, in the same year, stole 70 marks from the Hun­
garian Aid Society, and who made this damage _good only a few weeks 
ago, and who, according to the statements of one Horvath, stole from 
the latter furs, which theft. he admitted. This Braun, who gained 
among the Americanized Hungarians of New York influence and posi­
tion, and who at the governor's election of Mr. Roosevelt, and also 
at the Presidential elections of 1900 and 1904, delivered the natural­
ized Hungarian votes to the Republican party, was intrusted by his 
fl'iend Roosevelt with the mission to study the conditions of emigra­
tion from central and eastern Europe, and to report about it. It is 
not surprising that this piece of news touched Ilun~m·y very unpleas­
antly. Braun had similar mi sions already in 19u3 and 1904, and 
his reports contained veiled attacks against a Hungarian emigration 
policy. He was known from the beginning to be a sworn enemy of 
the agreement between the Hungarian Government and the Cunard 
Line, and he frequently openly expressed himself so. Whether the 
insinuation is true ·that Braun was bribed by the North Atlantic 
steamship trust, for the purpose of compromising the Cunard Line 
in the United States, and whether the deportation en masse of Hun­
garian citizens, who arrived from Fiume at New York, and there were 
not permitted to land, have been due to the lying suggestions of 
Braun, can not be positively established, because concrete proofs are 
lacking. 

" But the mise en scene of his mission was sufficient ground for 
Budapest to be on the lookout. Braun's trip was not announced offi­
cially from America ; he himself did not present himself at the Hun­
garian ministry and other authorities, and as soon as he arrived he 
gave out interviews containing rank lies and, among other things, 
prnised Canada into heaven as the land where people should emi­
grate to. 

"The Hungarian Government, instead of declaring most categorically 
nt Washington that they would not tolerate in Hungary an individual 
against whom orders of arrests were out, and instead of protesting 
against the sending of a former Hungarian in an official mission, pre­
ferred to have Braun watched by the police. Detective Kalmar, who 
was intrusted with this, thought that it was also his duty to control 
Braun's mail and was caught in the act at the Ilotel IIungaria. And 
now started the scandal. Braun complained to the police, to the 
American consul-general at Budapest, to the embassy at Vienna, to the 
Federal Government at Washington, and to the editors of the Budapest 
press: Ali papers of the 1848 Pary, and the Jew papers of this slde 
of the Leitha took the persecuted Braun's part. The latter and De­
tective Kalmar diligently published interviews-Kalmar exposing Braun's 
past, who answered by threatening with American war vessels. The 
affair looked as if it would develop into an international conflict, when 
diplomacy took a hand, and, thanks to the correct and tact-showing 
behavior of the American ambassador, Mr. Bellamy Storer, a satisfying 
solution for both parties was found in the above-mentioned semiollicial 
statement. 

" ·ow the quarrel is settled. Braun bas left Hungary and probably 
will not so soon go there again. It is now timely to establish the respon­
sibility for. each and e>ery one of the interested parties. That the 
Hung-arian authorities have made a. mistake has been stated already, 
but the procedure of the Washington Cabinet is also not beyond criti­
cism. The sending of a naturalized foreigner into his native country 
on an official mission shows lack of tact. We only remind of the at 
that time much bespoken case of the Szech Consul Jonas, who, in the 
year 18!)3, was appointed American consul at Prague, but whom Count 
Kalnoky refused his exequator. It shows also lack of respect to send 
an individual with a tainted past on an official errand abroad. It 
being stated that Braun's record was submitted to a "commission of 
honor," and that only after having been exonerated by said commission 
he got his appointment. This may be true, but it will not be possible 
to spare that commission the reproach of lack of thoroughness, because 
n confidential inquiry at Vienna and Budapest would have been suffi­
cient to establish the fact of orders of arrest being out. Finally, the 
mistake was made by the American Government not to notify officially 
the sending of Braun. The secret mis en seene of his mission must 
hnve so much more pained in Hungary, being that the Hungarian 
Go>ernment acts openly in questions of emigration and has nothing 
to conceal. 

"While the action of the American Go>ernment is to be criticised, 
the attitu{}.e of the Hungarian press must be condemned. Out of sheer 

hatred against Count Tisza they made Braun a victim of police autoc­
r acy. T hey _forgot that it was he who in 1902 started the fight against 
the flag which wa'i sent by the Hungarian National Association. It 
was overlooked that Braun's ultimatum is to hurt the interests of 
F_iume; that he enticed to emigration to Canada. No credence was 
gtven ~ _th~ detective about bench wan-ants, theft, and swindle, while 
Brauns msmuated threats about the appearance of an American man­
of-war were accepted with great comfort. That an outbreak of a con­
flict. with t.h~ United States would be suffered all over Hungary ; that 
a diplomatlc defeat of Count Tisza also means a humiliation of Hun­
g8ry, seem to have been immaterial to those gentlemen who always 
claim that they are the speaking tube of the will of the n~tion . 

''We herewith take leave of Marcus Braun, and hope we never will 
!lear of him agai~ . I_t i_s said that_ be will go first to Berlin, and then, 
l'l pursuance of his mtssion to Russia and Roumania. We wish him bon 
"?yage. May he, in the circles of Missler._Falck, and Ballin, think about 
it how he can make the powers at Washmgton believe that via Flume 
onl~ crim. inals like himself, while via Hamburg and Bremen only angels 
en;ugr!lte to America. For Russia and America [this is evidently a 
m1sprmt, and should mean Roumanial we give him by all means the 
advice to show more tact than at Budapest. It may be t.hat in St. Pe­
tersburg and Bucharest he will be received politely in spite of his ante­
ceden~. But these countries being less friendly to Jews, he runs 
the nsk to be expelled at the least scandal, and perhaps meanwhile 
Mr. Roosevelt will have arrived at the conclusion that Braun is not 
worth the coals of a man-of-v; ar." 

This article is not only full of malicious libels and falsehoods but 
it shows a lso stu~idity. I will not arrogate myself the right to 'com­
me~t on those pomts as may relate ~o the doings or nondoin~s of the 
Umted States Government, but I believe it is not only my right, but 
also my duty to stand up and fight fot· my personal honor which now 
fo_r the past ~ye weeks cont_inuously is ruthlessly, maliciously, and 
without th~ slightest foundatwn, being assailed. I feel that I have 
to make a statement less my silence might be construed as an admission 
that I may have committed some wrong before emigrating to America, 
and that I now feel covered under the pr·otection of American citizen­
ship and the always convenient statute of limitation, which the laws 
of most countries guarantee, excepting in cases of murder and for the 
so-called " military crimes."· 

I beg to submit that I finished the compulsory military service of 
my native land in May, 18!>0. It took me fully two years of \York 
before I could save enoug-h money to go to America with, where I 
landed in June, 18!>2. Under the laws of IIungary I was stiLI a soldier 
in the reserve, and the strict rules required that I could not leave 
withou_t . first obtaining permissi~n from both the military and civil 
authontles of Hungary. I apphed for such permission and obtained 
the same, which fact is duly entered in my military book which is in 
my possession, in my desk at my New York r esidence. ' 

Before permission is given to anyone to leave the country, particu­
l~r~y to lea~e. for America, a diligent s£:p.rch is made by the police and 
ClVI l authontles whether or not there lS any process pending against 
the applicant, or whether there are any arrears for taxes. Now, can 
you conceive the idea that I would have received such permission were 
I under some charge at that time? But I go one step further, lest 
the idea may suggest itself that my alleged wrongdoings ha.d been dl=:­
covered after I had obtained my papers and left. 

'.fhe rules of military men in the r eserve require that whenever 
they go abroad they must report to the nearest Austro-IIungarian con· 
sulate of the place where they stay for more than two weeks. In 
obeyance of said rule, I reported within two weeks after my arrival in 
New York to the Austro-Hungarian consul-general of that city, which 
fact is also entered in my military book. Soon after my arrival at New 
York I accepted a position with the Frame manufacturing firm, of which 
Mr. Victor Wellisch, of 123 Second avenue, New York, was the manager, 
and who may be in a position to give information about my behavior, 
etc. 

In October, 1892, I entered the services of the Austro-Hungarian 
Gazette, of which Mr. David Schnitzer, who at present resides at 
Chicago, Ill., was the publisher. In November of the same year Ir. 
Marcus Schnitzer, of 13 Park Row, New York, became part owner of 
the paper, and under his management I continued to worl{ as reporter. 
At the end of December, 18!>2, I was engaged by Mr. Herman Alex­
ander, at that time managing editor of the German Herald, also as n 
reporter. Mr. Alexander is at present the editor and puhlisher of 
Das Echo and the Plattdeutsche Post, both published in New York 
City. At that time I commei;~red also to work up local news items for 
English papers, such as the New York Herald, the New York World , 
and once in a while also for the New York Sun. 

At about the end of April 1803. the New York German Herald sent 
me to Chicago as it special World's Fair correspondent. There I ac­
cepted also a position as press agent for the "Old Vienna" Company 
at the Midway l'lai. anct>, and in August of the same yenr I became the 
correspondence of the German edition of the New York Journal. 

In that capacity I exposed the crookeu transactions of Dr. Anton 
von Palitschek, consul-general for Austria-Hungary at New York, 
and Austrian commissioner to the World's Columbian Exposition. 
Already at that time the .Anstro-Hnngurian Government authorities 
were ransacking all the records of the world for the purpose to find 
some damaging evidence a~minst me, whereby my exposures of their 
hi~h official could be discredited. Their trouble was of no avail. The 
e>idence I gathered against Dr. Anton von Palitschek wa of snch dam­
aging natur·e, that the Vienna Government was compelled to r ecall 
him : he was subsequently arrested at Vienna, charged with embezzl~­
ment and other crimes, and was found guilty before a jury. But, being 
that the Austrian law requires at least two-thirds of the jnrot·s for 01: 
against conviction, and in Palitschek's case the jury stood only seven 
for to fi>e against conviction, he could not be sentenced and simply was 
dismissed from the Government sernce. 

I continued in the service of Das Morgen Journal as reporter, and 
in April, 1894, I made my first trip to Europe. I was at least three 
weeks in Budapest, and duly reported to the authorities as prescribed 
by law, and this fact is also entered in my militar·y book. During my 
stay nt Budapest I in terviewed the then prime minister of Hungary, 
Mr. Wekerle, to whom I was presented by Ur. Edward P . T . Hammond, 
United States consul at Budapest. The IIungnrian newspapPrs ttt that 
time reported that fact fully, and there again the police failed to nppre­
hend me if I were wanted, as it is being stated now by official state­
ments from the Hungarian Government. 

In June, 1895, the New York Journal and Das Morgen .Tournai sent 
me as special correspondent to the celebration connected with the open­
ing of the Baltic Canal at Kiel. Germany. I was then newly married, 
and took my wife with me After finishing my work in Germany I 
went with Mrs. Braun to Budapest, Hungary, and remained thcr·e 'tiU 
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August of the same year. I again reported to the authorities, and it 
was again entered in my book. I bad at that time also a long inter­
view with the then Prime Minister Banffy, who was very anxious to 
find out all about the status of Hungarians in America, he having beard 
that I had started proceedings against the naturalization clerk of the 
supreme court of New York, because be refused to state on my ··first 
papers " that I was a Hung-arian, and insisted on putting me down as 
an .A.ustl"ian. Premier Banffy and the entire Hungarian press praised 
me at that time sky high for having made such a patriotic fight for the 
recognition of Hungar·y in the United States. 

In January, 1 96, I started with the publication of a monthly 
magazine, printed in the English language, entitled the " Hungarian 
American." In the month of April, 1896, I was sent by the New 
York World to Budapest as special correspondent to the millennial cele­
bration of Ilungary. I remained in Budapest from April 20, 1896, 
till June 25 of the same year, again reported to the authorities, and 

· have it entered in my military book, and at that time I bad a " scrap" 
with the directors of the Millennia! Exposition and the minister of 
commerce, because they refusetl to pay by services which I rendered as 
press agent for the exposition in America, and for which I held a con­
tract from the Hungarian Government, given to me by the Austro­
Hungarian consul at New York, Baron Leonhard!. I placed the mat­
ter in the hands of a Budapest lawyer. The Hunganan Government 
bad me attacked in one of their official papers, but subsequently settled 
my claim O)lt of court. . 

1 
A libel suit which I brought at that time against the official organ 

of the government I withdrew upon the advice of my lawyer, be­
cause be informed me that Francis Stockinger, consul-general at New 
York, together with a lawyer by the name of Ignatius Weltner, John 
Nyiri, and a number of other persons, had sent statements about me to 
the court at Budapest, which on their face bore the stamp of fabrica­
tion and were absolutely illegal and inadmissible under the law, but 
my lawyer was afraid that the court under certain pressure might ad­
mit those statements and hearsay stories as evidence, and thereby lose 
my case. My lawyer conciuded by saying that inasmuch as the Hun­
garian Government bas settled my claim, thereby acknowledging that 
I was right, it was sufficient moral satisfaction for my not pressing the 
libel suit any further. 

Having in the meantime, to wit, in June, 1897, become a citizen 
of the United States, and being aware that Consul-General Stockinger, 
with his satellites; continued to blackguard m<', I wrote to the State 
Department at Washington, inquiring what rem~dy I, as an American 
citrzen, would have against the Austro-Hungarian consul-general, who 
was v:mspiring against me, and who interfet·ed with my constitutional 
right of making a living. 'l'be State Department wrote in answer that 
Mr. Stockinger was just as much subject to the laws of New York 
State as any other resident, whereupon I got a hold of him upon the 
str·eet and told him in plain English words that if he was not going 
to stop his blackguardism I would either have him arrested or else 
give him a sound thrashing. 

At that time I also made application to the Hungarian Government 
to be released from the bonds of that State. having become an Amer­
ican citizen. After a long wait, I believe in the month of January, 
18!1~. I received documents dated Budapest, December 3, 1897, and 
ccnl!istir~_g of transcripts from the civil, military, and criminal author­
ities of 1:1ungary, stating that none of the:n bad any claim against me-­
in other words, showing an absolutely clean record. 

In 1899, and, to be more correct, in the month of May in that year, 
I. as president of the Hungarian Republican Club of the city of Tew 
York, arranged a banquet, to which the President, at that time ~ov­
ernor of New York State, bad accepted an invitation. A few aays 
before the banquet Mr. Roosevelt received a letter from the afore­
mentioned Ignatius 1Yeltner, warning him not to go to that banquet 
because the man at the head of the organization giving the banquet. 
meaning me, was a fugitive from justice from Europe, a criminal, and 
general bad charactet·. Governor Roosevelt found that letter some­
what peclJliar, and had the charges contained therein investigated by 
Supreme Court Justice lllanchard, Capt. F. Norton Goddard, and Mr. 
George R. Manchester. 

'l'be accusations made by Weltner could not be substantiated by him, 
and refening the investigating committee to the Austro-Hungarian 
consulate, where Weltner claimed that the documents about my bad 
record could te inspected, the committee found from the then acting 
consul-general for .Austria-Hungary, Mr. Freyersleben, that there was 
not an iota of truth in :Mr. Weltuer's statement. Consul-General 
Stockinger had in the meantime been recalled from New York on 
nccount of scandalous behavior at the time of the death of Empress 
Elizabeth, of .Austria-Hungary, and it was I who committed that crime 
of exposing his behavior. 

GoYernor Roosevelt attended the banquet, and then and there ac­
cepted an invitation for the banquet of the Hungarian Republican 
Club of the Clt," of New York for the following year, and which be also 
attended. 

In the years 18!)!), 1001. and 1902 I also visited Hungary. Of course 
I was persona in~rata with the powers of Vienna and Budapest, they 
having received so many reports from the consul-general of New York 
as to what a holy terror I am. The most unpardonable sin I could 
commit in the eyes of these P.eople was the Americanizing of "their 
subjects" and " their colonies. ' 

At this instance I desire to plead guilty to the only true charge con­
tained in the above translated article of the Vienna Deutsches Yolks­
blatt. I refer to the charge which says that it was me who, in Hl02, 
made a fight against that Hungarian flag which was sent over for the 
purpose of keeping the Hungr.rians of the United States in loyalty to 
theh· fatherland. There was quite a turmoil about that flag, and upon 
the President·s request I made a repor·t about it, which report was 
transmitted by the !'resident to the State Department, from where I 

evidences against steamship agen~, which I used as exhibits in my 
report to you in the year 1903. 

Last year I again called on both aforementioned gentlemen, and 1 had 
lengthy interviews not only with them, but also with l'rime Minister 
Tisza. To my knowledge the American Government had neither in 1903 
nor in 1904 officially apprised the Go.-ernments of Austria and Hungary 
of my mission, nor .have these two Governments objected to my person 
because of a tainted past or because of the fact that I am a former 
Hungat·ian. I only became objectionable when in the performance of 
my sworn duty I reported facts to the Bureau which these Governments 
would have liked to be unknown. .And now the silly diplomatic repre­
sentation is made that my coming was not officially announced ft·om 
America, and that . a naturalized citizen of Hungarian birth ought not 
to be sent on official missions to Austria-Hungary. · 

As far as the silly charge is concerned that I have been bribed by the 
1:1teamship companies of the North Atlantic trust, or by their agents, I 
can safely dismiss the same by simply pointing to my reports, which are 
in your possession, and for the refutation of the lying statements that 
I gave out interviews enticing to emigration to Canada, and God knows 
wh11-t else, I beg to attach hereto the only intet·view to which I con­
sented and which appeared in the Budapest Magyar Hirlap and the 
Kivandorlasi Ertesito of April 30, 1905, and which was in answer 
to the following five questions : 

"What is the purpose of your present trip?" 
"Do -:.he United States discriminate between emigrants from the va­

rious Europenn countries? " 
"Is the attitude of the immigration authorities alike toward all the 

steamship companies?" 
" '.rhe newspapers wrote a good deal about proposed restt·ictrve meas­

ures jn the American immigration laws. What is true about it?" 
•· Would you recommend the Hun~arians should emigrate to Canada 

in pt·eference to the United States? ' 
The Kivandorlasi Ertesito printed my answer in Hungarian and in 

bad English, and from its contents you may see for yourself whether I 
said anything objectionable, except to such people who wanted to con­
tinue to dump the scum of humanity onto our country. All othet· re­
pot·ted interviews with me are falsehoods. Before the scandal became 
public at Budapest I only gave out the inclosed statement, and after 
that time I positively refused to make any other statement than that of 
having placed the entire matter into the hands of my Government, and 
consequently could say nothing for publication. It is true that any 
number of people called on me and of whom I know that they were sent 
for the purpose of getting me to say things which the Hungarian Gov­
ernment could use as a weapon against me, but I refused to enter into 
that trap. 

'l'bere is one redeeming feature about the article of the Vienna 
Deutsches Volksblatt. The fact is acknowledged that I was shadowed 
by order of the Hungarian Government, and that my mail was tampered 
with. At the trial at which I was fined 50 crowns, Detective Kalmar 
most emphatically denied of ever having seen me before I attacked 
him. or of having tampered with my mail. Chief Rudnay~ of the 
Budapest police, also made a statement to Consul-General Chester that 
never any orders bad been issued to watch me. The day following, 
however·, be gave out an official statement that I was an obiloxious 
foreigner, etc. 

It seem that the Hungarian Government believes in the Latin say­
ing " Semper aliquid haeret." or. in nlain I•:nglish words. "Jnst throw 
plenty of mud; something will stick." And there is no question about 
it that in those countries like Russia, Italy, Roumania, Greece, Monte­
negro, etc. I can not at present make any investigations without ex­
posing myself to insults and official hindrances. After full satisfactio:u 
will be given for the insult, injury, -and humiliation to which I wa.s 
subjected, I can safely go to these cotmtries. and therefore I beg to 
reiterate that my further stay in Europe is of little or no use for the 
time being, and once more earnestly and respectfully I ask fot· permis­
sion to return to Amel"ica. I also beg to repeat that I am in ill health 
in consequence of the ordeal, and for the last five weeks I am under 
continuous medical treatment. 

Respectfully, MARcus BR.AU~. 

[Copy.] 
NEW YORK, July 13, 1905. 

His Excellency THEODORE ROOSETELT, 
President of the United States, 

Oyster Bay, N. Y. 
~In. PRESIDENT: I am writing this memorandum upon the advice of 

Mt·. Loeb, whom I saw twice since my return from Em·opc and to 
whom I complained most bitterly about the outrageous way I have 
been treated abroad while doing my duty as an officer of this Govern­
ment, and I still more bitterly complain about the way the American 
representative abroad and the Department of State at Washington 
have taken up my case, or rather, to correct myself, have disposed 
of it. 

~Ir. President, I have secured such an abundance of evidence and 
submitted the same to the Hon. Bellamy Storer, American ambassador 
at Yienna, Austria, that it would have been enough not only to obtain 
the most sweeping satisfaction for both the American Government 
and myself, but it positively would have been instrumental to ridicule 
the diplomacy of Austria-Hungary before the whole w01·ld. It seems 
however, that the ambassador did not use the evidence I have sub~ 
mitted to him, but, on the contrary, must have made such reports to 
the Department of State at Washington that the said Department 
seemed to feel justified. to consider my case as a closed incident, as I 
am informed in a letter, of which the following is a true copy : 

DEP.A.RTME..'\"T OF STATE, 

received also a letter of thanks and acknowledgment. .At this time tbe l\Lmcus BRAu~, Esq., 
question seems opportune. From where did the Deutscbes Volksblatt 1·8 Second Avenue, Neto York, N . Y. 

Washington, JUly 10, 1905. 

get the information about this flag affair, if not from official sources 
from Vienna? Or where from should they have known the affair of SIR: I have your letter of July 9, asking the "present status" of 
Consul Jonas, if not from the Vienna foreign office? your case against the Hungarian Government, and I beg to inform you 

When, in March, 1903, I was appointed special immigrant inspector, that, after reading the correspondence in relation to the matter I lind 
official Austria-Hungary on both sides of the Atlantic tried to win me that it is considered by the Department as a closed incident. ' 
over·. All kinds of inducements were offered to me to join organiza-~ I am, sir, your obedient servant, · 
tions in New York which are under the protection of the Austro-Hun- HF.RB.ERT II .. D. PEIRCE, 
garian consul-general. I reported to Y,OU last year the fact bow Messrs. Tlnrcl AsstStant Secretat·y. 
Selley and Kaltenbrunn, the counc!lors of th~ mir~isteries of inte· I have not seen the correspondence between the foreign offke at 
Jlun.garlan born~ at N~w. York. Durmg my offictal tnp o! 1903 .I .was I Vi~nna, the American amba sador, and the State Department at \vasb­
recetved by ~nme Mmrster. Szell. at Bud.apest and Pr1m.e Mmtster ington, but judging from the hilarious joy expressed by persons nf this 
Koerbe~ at Vtenna. I had mterv1ews lastmg for hours With Messt·s. city who are in close connection with the Austt·o-Huno-•trian Go>ern­
S_clley and ~altenbrunn, the council_ors of the ministries of inte- . ment, I know this, that they claim a great diplomatic vktory over tJsc 
nor of Austna and Hungary, respectively. Both gentlemen gave me • UQ•t~d States. If they actually did secure such a victory, Mr. Presi-

• 
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dent, then allow me to state that the .American ambassador, and 
through him the Department of State, were deceived by the Austro­
Hungarian Government in such a shameful manner that if universally 
known, our American diplomacy would be held up to the ridicule of 
the entire world. 

I understand that Ambassador Storer reported to the State Depart­
ment that while it was true that I was treated outrageously, yet it 
seems that the claim of the Austro-Hungarian Government is justified; 
that I had a bad record ; that I showed lack of discretion ; that I was 
an enemy to Hungary; that I was an agent for foreign steamship com­
panies and that I joined with the deputies of the oppo ition party to 
embarrass and defeat the Hungalian Government. In addition to 
this, I understa nd that the claim was advanced that it was very 
unkind on the part of the American Government to send a native Hun· 
garian who expatriated himself and became an American citizen, on a 
miR ion which was very embarrassing to the Ilungarian Government. · 

As to the first charge, I respectfully invite attention to the inclosed 
copy of my statement sent to t ne Commisslonel·-G:eneml of Immigration, 
for the substantiation of which I hold officiut documents. This state­
ment I also submitted to Ambassador Storer, but I understand it never 
reached the Sta te Department. 

Other documents were procured by Dr. Frank Dyer Chester, consul­
general of the United States at Budapest, and were offered by him to 
Ambassador Storer, but the ambassador suggested that he should simply 
keep them in hi safe at Budapest. Doctor Chester also offered to make 
an affidavit before the ambassador, setting forth an interview which 
he bad with a state detective at Budapest, Hungary, and who solemnly 
declared before him that he had assisted the detective whom I caught 
tampering with my mail, in copying out m:y letters at police headquar­
ters, and that the orders for that were g1ven by the ministry of in­
terior, and that all this was done for the purpose of making my further 
stay in Hungary as an investigator impossible. To this also the am­
bassador replied that it was not necessary and of very little use, since 
we were not in a position to disclose the identity of the official, because 
he would lose his position and possibly be _punished besides for giving 
away state secrets. 

I requested Consul-General Chester to make an independent report, 
with which request I believe he complied, but at the Bureau of Immi­
gTation at Washington I was told that nothing was heard, and there­
fore I take the liberty to inclose herewith for your perusal authenticated 
translations of certain documents issued by the Hungarian ministry of 
interior, by the royal criminal court of justice at Budapest, by the 
council of the capital and residence city of Budapest, and the ministry 
of national defense at Budapest. These documents were issued in 1S97 
upon my petition to be discharged from all further bondage of the Hun­
garian authorities at the time when I became a citizen of the United 
States, and on its face shows that I must have had an absolutely clean 
record in every respect, otherwise such documents could not have been 
issued. As a matter of fact, the llungarian Government does not 
accuse me of having ever done anything wrong in my native land, but 
simply claim that I was a very bad man while abroad. In their official 
attacks made upon my character they stated, for instance, that I have 
been a curse to the Hungarians in America. that I blackguarded and 
blackmailed them, and that I stole from one Horvath, in New York, furs 
and a gold watch, between the years 1896 and 1898, and that a descent 
was made at my house and those goods seized on that occasion. 

Another of my alleged misdoings is that I was the treasurer of the 
Hungarian Rellef Society, at Munich, Germany, sometime between 1890 
and 1891, and that I robbed that society to the aggregate amount of 
70 marks (about 16.10), for which alleged crime they have nothing 
else to show but a letter. This ridiculous charge was made against me 
already nine years ago, and if I am not mistaken, was made also to you, 
1.:Ir. President, in the spring of 1809, when you were kind enough, as 
governor of this State, to accept the invitation of the Hungarian Re­
publican Club of New York to dine with us at the Cafe Boulevard. 
T his charge emanated, as you will probably remember, al~o from the 
Austro-Hungarlan Governmen t, and was made by one Ignatms Weltner, 
attorney for the Austro-Hungarian consulate in New York. 

I hope you will remember, Mr. President, that you had these charges 
investigated by the late Capt. F . Norton Goddard, Supreme Court 
J"ustice Blanchard and one or two other gentlemen, who found this 
charge and all other charges made at the same time, to be false and 
not substantiated by anythinJ?. This ridiculous charge was brought up 
against me for the first time m 1896, when I had made a claim against 
the Hungarian Government for services rendered as press agent, and 
which was used at that time as an excuse why they should not pay me. 
At that time I sued the Hungarian Government, and my claim was 
subsequently settled out of court, but I took also precaution to pro­
cure from the Hungarian Relief Society, at Munich, a document, an 
authenticated translation of which I inclose herewith, showing that the 
accusation is nothing but a base slander. Still it seems that the 
American ambassador at Vienna accepted the statement of the foreign 
office at Vienna without asking for any proofs. 

As far as the charge Js concerned that I showed lack of discretion 
I have to say but so much-that for fully three weeks I was aware of 
the fact that my mail was constantly opened by the Hungarian Gov­
ernment that a detective shadowed me at all times, and that I knew 
of the eXIstence of a scheme to put up a job on me, and I never said a 
complaining word to anybody in that country, except to the consul­
general at Budapest and the ambassador at Vienna, and only when I 
caught the state detective, Kalmar, red-banded, tampering with my 
mail that I gave vent to my feelings . If that is lack of discretion, 
Mr. President, then I always want to be indiscreet. 

T he Hungarian Government tried all kinds of schemes to involve 
me into some trouble~ they went even to the extent to try the badger 
game on me, by senaing young women into my room at the Hotel 
Hungaria at Budapest, but I refused to bite. I was besieged day after 
day by newspa per men for statements, which I refused to make, and 
they were pa rticularly anxious to get me to criticise the policies of 
the Hungarian Government, but all of which was of no avail. I was 
coaxed to vlsit the Opposition Deputies of the Hungarian Parliament, 
which I refused to do. I not even went to see Count Apponyi, whereas 
common courtesy would have required it that I should pay my respects 
to the distinguished statesman who is such a great friend of the United 
States, and who wrote to me such a beautiful letter on the occasion 
of t he Hungarian Republican Club banquet on February 14, which you, 
Mr. President, graced by your presence. 

As far as to the charge that I am an enemy of Hungary, I call upon 
your testimony, Mr. President. You have honored me quite often to 
talk to me about Hungary, Hungarians, and their affairs, and you will 
best know my feelings toward the country of my nativity, and, as far 
as tbe charge is concerned that I am an agent for steamship companies .­
I aimply point to the various r eports I have made since I am i~·-th 

Government service. They show conclusively how much of an agent 
I must be fo r steamship comyanies. 

Of course, it is not withm my province to d iscuss that f~ature of 
the grievance of the Austro-Hungarian Government that it is unkind 
to send a native Hungarian on missions like the one I was sev.t but 
as a layman, I respectfully beg to submit that it would be a very unfor: 
tunate precedent for this country to sustain such objections. I d id not 
go to Hungar7 in any diplomatic capacity. I look upon my mis ion 
as the work o an expert, whose duty it is to observe conditions and to 
report on them, but even admlttino- that the claim of the Austro­
Ht!ngarian Government was justified', why were not those objections 
rmsed two years ago, when I came to Hungal·y in the same capacity 
and why were not those objections raised last year? And if every~ 
thing is admitted, if I really was an obnoxious man with a criminal 
record. and all other bad. things that are said about me--even then, 
accordt?g to my conceptiOn, the Aush·o-Ilungarian Government was 
wrong 1D the extreme, because their business would have been to simply 
ma.ke a quiet protest to the American Government, and not enter into 
~ri~t~s~~~~~d~!f~inst a compantively insignificant officer and thereby 

In order to prove to you, Mr. President, that I was not always ob­
jectionable ~o the Government of my native country, I inclose herewith 
?-n authenticated translation from a letter of recommendation, si~ned 
m 1896 by Baron Leonhard!, the then Austro-Hunuarian consul of New 
Y~rk, and I i n.cl_o~e also a printed envelope from"' the directors of the 
~.bllennial ~xh1b1tlon of 1896 (gotten up by the Hungarian Government 
m celebration of the one thousandth anniversary of Hungary's ex­
istence as a l::ltate), and which will show that I was good enough fo l" 
them at that time to propagate their affair in the United States · but I 
became obnoxious to the Hungarian Government soon thereafter be­
~ause it was rep<?rted to them that I was very successful in American­
Izing the Hunganans sojourning in the United States, and that is a great 
crime in th~ eyes of the gentlemen who are not able to create condi­
tiOns in thetr country that would enable people to make a living there. 
The gl·eatest crime I committed, in the eyes of these people is that I 
was f<?r:tunate enouo-b ~o have you, Mr. President, recognize 'the Amer­
ican c1t1zens of Hunganan birth, and honor them with your presence at 
the banquet. . 

I hope you will pardon this lengthy memoranda, but I feel that I owe 
that to myself, my family, and to my fellow-citizens that I should in­
sist upon a complete vindication. My only stock in trade is my good 
name. I declare .most solemnly, Mr. President, that I have never done, 
knowingly, anythmg wrong in my life. I always was a bard-working 
man, and I was always a very poor man . I am still hard working 
and I am very far from being well off. Of course I have always known 
bow to_ make my living, and to support my family, and as long as 
Providence will keep me in good health, I purpose to do the same 
thing. And therefore, Mr. President, I hope you will admit that I 
~ould not be worth my salt if I would not stand up and fight for my 
nghts. I have been most outrageously subjected to the greatest indig­
nities, and I appeal to you, Mr. President, that you should not allow 
this incident to be regarded as "closed," as I have been informed by 
your Department of State from Washington. 

Respectfully, l'!IARcus BRAUN, 
78 Second avenue. 

DEPABTME~T OF STATE, 
lVashingto1~, March 26, 1906. 

MARCUS Br.AUN, Esq., 
78 Second avenue, New York City. 

_SIR : I have to ac~owled~e the receipt of your memorandum or 
br1ef, dated the 21st ultlmo, w1th reference to House Document No. 482 
Fifty-ninth Congress, first session, in the matter of l\farcus Braun and 
to say that it is the opinion of the Department. in view of all the cir­
cumstances of the case, that it would be inexpedient to reopen the ques­
tion so elaborately discussed in your brief on file in the Department 

I am, s ir , your obedient servant, · 
ELIHU ROOT. 

[Mr. WM. ALDEN SMITH addressed the committee. See 
Appendix.] 

The CH AI RMAN. Without objection, the pro forma amend­
ment will be withdrawn. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I renew t he amendment I wish to inquire 
of the chairman of the committee what bas been the r esult of 
the provision adopted two years ago for a purchasing agent at 
the Post-Office Department? 

Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, that office bas been cre­
ated, and that department is now in operation. Of course it 
will take _some time to explain the extent of it Provision is 
made in the latter part of this bill, which the gentleman will 
obsen·e, putting that office under the head of the Fourth Assist­
ant Postmaster-General. 

l\lr. JOHNSON. Is it true that be has done a ll of the pur­
chasing for the Post-Office Department, as required by I a w? 

Mr. OVERSTREET. As far as this bill is concerned, we 
make provision for all supplies that fall under the authority of 
the Fourth Assistant Postmaster-General, except in those in~ 
stances where, by r eason of the peculiarity of the supply, it is 
particularly and exclusively limited to one particular depart­
ment The advertisement is bad, and upon the requisitions of 
the various assistants the purchasing agent meets ·the requi­
sitions as the service may find it necessary. In other words, the 
purchasing agency is operating succes fully and atisfactorily. 

l\fr. JOHNSON. I am glad to bear it I withdraw ruy for~ 
mal amendment, l\.Ir. Chairman. 

l\lr. GAINES of Tennessee. I renew the amendment, Mr. 
Chairman, for the purpose of making an inquiry. .A. few mo­
ments ago I asked the very able gentleman from South Caro­
lina [1\Ir. FINLEY] a que tion about this St. Louis bank f.raud 
order, and my friend from Georgia [1\lr. BARTLETT] said t hat 
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the distinguished gentleman from Indiana [Mr. CRUMPACKER] 
had introduced a bill on the subject, and I have the pleasure of 
seeing the gentleman in his seat. I hope he will take a few 
moments and explain the bill to the House. 

~Ir. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, I want to know what 
the motion was. 

Mr. GAINES of Tennessee. It was a formal amendment to 
get information from the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. CRUM­
PACKER], wllo has introduced a bill relating to the subject of 
is uing fraud orders by the Post-Office Department, in this St. 
Louis bank matter. There is a bank in St. Louis that seemed 
to be perfectly solvent-· -

1\Ir. OVERS1.'REET. If the gentleman from Tennessee will 
permit me, that bill, as I understand, is before the Committee 
on the Judiciary, but it has no relation to this bill under con­
sideration. 

1\Ir. G.AINES of Tennessee. I have had a great many in­
quiries about it. I never have seen it, and the gentleman from 
Indiana can explain it in a few moments, and I hope he will be 
allowed to do so. There nre several preachers in my district 
who are stockholders in this bank. 

Mr. OVERSTREET. The gentleman from Indiana can ex­
plain it to the gentleman from Tennessee, if he wishes, with­
out taking up the time of the committee. 

1\Ir. GAINES of Tennessee. But there are other gentlemen 
here wllo want to know about it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that it is not in 
order for the gentleman to explain, as it is not germane to th~ 
bill. Witho1,1t objection the pro forma amendment will be 
withdrawn. 

The Clerk read as follows : 
Salaries of post-office inspectors: For salaries of 15 inspectors in 

chul·ge of divisions. at $2,750 each; 6 inspectors, at $2,400 each; 15 
inspectors, at 2,250 each ; 15 inspectors, at $2,000 each ; 10 inspectors, 
at . 1, 00 each; 95 inspectors, at S1,600 each; 18 inspectors, at 1,500 
each; 78 inspectors, at $1.400 each; 25 inspectors, at 1,300 each; 
and 100 inspectors, at $1,200 each; in all, $37 ,100: Provided, That 
all persons employed on the 30th day of June, 1906, as supet·intendents 
of <liYision, rural delivery, and inspector of agents, rural delivery, shall. 
on July 1, 1906, be appointed as• post-office inspectors of the grade of 

1, 00 per year : Ana provided fm·ther, That all persbns employed on 
June ao, lfl06, as rural agents shall, on July 1, 1906, be appointed as 
pc•st-office inspectors as of tbe same grade of salary which said p~:>r­
suns were, on .Tune 30, 1906, receiving as rural agents. except not to 
exceed 143 of such agents shall be so appointed as post-offic~ inspectors. 

1\Ir. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out in 
line 12, page 2--

l\fr. JOHNSON. Before any amendment is offered, Mr. Chair­
man, I want to make the point of order against the paragraph. 

Mr. OVERSTREET. I · will withdraw my amendment, 1\Ir. 
Chairman, and offer it later. 

1\Ir. JOHNSON. Having made the point of order--
'l'he CHAIRMAN. · What is the gentleman's point of order? 
1\fr. JOHNSON. I ask to /reserve it in order to have an ex-

planation from the chairman of the committee as to why the 
inspectors · are consolidated. 

1.'he CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman from South Carolina 
state his point of order? 

1\Ir. JOHNSON. l\Iy point of order is that this is legislation; 
that they are legislating a whole class into office. 

The CHAIRMAN. And the gentleman reserves that point of 
order? 

Mr. JOHNSON. · I reserve it because I want an explanation 
of it. 

1\Ir. OVERSTREET. 1\fr. Chairman, answering the gentle­
man's question, because I think the point of order will not 
properly lie, I will state that under the authority of law cov­
ering almost one hundred years, the Postmaster-General has 
clear authority fot' such arrangements within the jurisdiction of 
his Department as may seem best for its administration. Fol­
lowing the practice under such authority, from time to time 
changes are made under the direction, by special orders, of the 
Po. ·truaster-General. 

On the 1st of last December, and under this general statu­
tory authority, the Postmaster-General made such chRnges in 
the organization as brought under the chief post-office inspector 
not ouly the post-office inspectors of the service, but the rural 
agents as well. There are, therefore, at this time under this 
reorganization two inspection services, both under a common 
head-that of the so-culled " post-office inspectors " and that of 
tlle so-called "rural agents." 

The general line of work of the post-office inspectors and 
their authority and salary have not been disturbed, except in 
one instance, which I will explain later. The merger is for tlle 
purpose of better administration, bringing under a common head 
the supervision of these two branches of inspection, and which 
are now under that head by reason of this special order of the 

Postmaster-General. That better administration will be an 
economy by reduction of the general expense of the two services. 
The other reason is to enlarge the power and authority of 
the rural agents. Under the law as at present operated, the 
rural agent is limited to the inspection of the rural route or 
the examination of territory with a view to the installation of 
rural service, or to slight changes incident to the growth of that 
service. The authority of the post-office inspector is not only 
to do as much as the rural agent is now permitted to do, but, as 
well, to inspect the accounts of postmasters of each of the 
several classes, and also to act as an officer of the Government 
in the investigation of depredations against the service or the 
postal system. If, therefore, under existing conditions, a rural 
agent happens to be at a certain office, his power would be re­
stricted simply to the investigation of that rural service, and 
if the accounts of that postmaster needed inspection in regard 
to the bookkeeping, or if there had been some slight infraction 
of the law relative to depredations at a small post-office, the 
rural agent would nu.t have authority to make this investigation, 
and it would be necessary to send for a post-office inspector 
for that purpose. It has been thought, therefore, that not only 
in the interest of better administration, but in the interest of 
economy, to merge these two services. 

Now, 1\Ir. Chairman, unuer existing law there is authority 
for lGl rural agents, but by reason of the fact that the service 
has been considerably extended there has not been found any 
necessity to continue so large a corps of such officials. The 
number now in the service, under existing law, of rural agents 
is 150 instead of 161. Therefore by merging these rural agents 
with post-office inspectors, clothing them with additional au­
thority which iB sugge ted, it would result in an economy to the 
administration of a little over $ 3,000. But, Mr. Chairman, it 
has been found from experience that the six division superin­
tendents of rural delivery, those men who have operated at the 
six different points of the country in the superintendence of this 
service of rural extension, should be continued in the service 
by reason of their knowledge and experience rather than to 
legi late them out and put new men into their places for that 
particular purpo e. Therefore the merger was made for the 
purpose of holding all of those individuals. 

1\Ir. JOHNSON. Mr. Chairman--
The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman bus expired. 
1\Ir. JOHNSON. 1\Ir. Chairman, under discussion of the point 

of order I did not think the gentleman would be confined to the 
five minutes. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is not discussing any point 
of order; the gentleman from South Carolina has simply re­
served the point of order. 

1\Ir. JOHNSON. Well, I hope the gentleman will be allowed 
to go on with his explanation. . 

The CHAIR~IAN. 'l'he gentleman from South Carolina asks 
unanimous consent that the gentleman may proceed for five 
minutes more. Is there objection? [After a pause.] The 
Chair hears none. 

Mr. OVERSTREET. I would like to inquire of the gentle­
man if I have failed to cover any point that he desired to haye 
explained? 

l\Ir. JOHNSON. Under this merger the chief inspector of tho 
Post-Office Department practically becomes the head of the 
rural free-delivery service, does be not? 

Mr. OVERSTREET. No; he is nvw at the head of the rural 
agents, but he does not become the head of the service. The 
bead of the service is first. the Fourth Assistant Postmaster­
General, and under him comes the superintendent of rural de­
livery. The chief post-office inspector is now under existing 
law, under the operation of the administration of that service, 
at the head of the management of the rural agent . 

l\Ir. JOHNSON. Just one other question? Is it not true 
that rural agents and post-office inspectors have been in tlle 
discharge of very different duties heretofore? 

Mr. OVERSTREET. No; not entirely. The post-office in­
spectors have a larger field of authority thRn rural agents. 
Whatever change is being made by this merger is to make the 
rural agents equal in 3'\lthority with the post-office inspectors. 

l\Ir. JOHNSON. But does not the gentleman make the men, 
whose chief business heretofore has been to detect crime against 
the post-office law , rural agents, to do an entirely different kind 
of work, that tlley are not familiar with, and also make rural 
agents, who have heretofore been laying out route , post-office 
inspectors, to search out endences of crime? 

1\Ir. OVERSTREET. 1\Ir. Chairman, the gentleman is en­
tirely mistaken. This merger changes in no respect whatever 
the duties or authority of the post-office inspectors. It makes no 
change with respect to that service at all, so fur as their duties 
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and authority are concerned. It does enlarge the duty and 
authority of the rural agent; but the gentleman will ~ppreciate, 
I think, .:that any rural agent with sufficient ability and intelli­
gence to go into a community for the purpose of laying out a 
rural route would be equally able to make an investigation of 
an ordinary depredation along that route, or would be equally 
able to make an ordinary routine inspection of the books of the 
fourth-class postmasters. It is for the purpose of avoiding du­
plication of expense, duplication of work, that we seek to make 
this merger ; but not as the gentleman thought, for the purpose 
of extending the power and authority of post-office inspectors 
to perform rural-agent services. They have that power now, 
but the rural agent has not the other power. 

l\lr. FOSTER of Vermont. 1\Ir. Chairman--
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Indiana yield? 
1\lr. OVERSTREET. I yield to the gentleman from Vermont. 
1\Ir. FOSTER of Vermont. I wish to ask the gentleman, the 

chairman of the committee, a question. How many of these 
rural agents are there in the service of the Government at the 
present time? 

l\lr. OVERSTREET. The law to-day authorizes 161. One 
hundred and fifty are employed. 

1\fr. FOSTER of Vermont. And this bill provides for 143? 
1\fr. OVERSTREET. Six of these men are now division 

superintendents, and one is what is known under the present 
law as "in pector of agents,'' but it was intended to move to 
strike out that latter term from the bill and reduce the other 
to 142, because the inspector of agents, I understand, bas been 
provided for in the legislative bill. 

1\fr. FOSTER of Vermont. Then, as I understand it, the 362 
inspectors--

1\lr. OVERSTREET. Three hundred and seventy-seven the 
total will finally make. 

1\lr. FOSTER of Vermont. The 377 inspectors includes these 
143 who are now calle.d "rural agents?" 

Mr. OVERSTREET. Yes, sir. Under this merger the rural 
agents are merged into a specific inspector organization at the 
same salaries which the rural agents are now employed at, while 
the six division superintendents, who are now receiving twenty­
four hundred dollars a year and no per diem, are merged into 
that organization at a salary of eighteen hundred dollars a year 
with the ordinary per diem. Now, 1\Ir. Chairman, I would like 
to inquire if the gentleman withdraws the point of order? 

1\lr. JOHNSON. 1\fr. Chairman, I withdraw the point which 
I made in order to obtain this explanation for the House. I 
now desire to ask the gentleman one other question. Are any 
salaries increased in the section just read? 

1\Ir. OVERSTREET. I am glad the gentleman suggested it. 
I said a while ago I would explain it, but I had overlooked it. 
Under existing 'law, 1\fr. Chairman, there are fifteen post-office 
inspectors in charge throughout the counh'J'. Five of these in­
spectors are on a salary of $3,000 a year and ten are at a salary 
of twenty-five hundred dollars a year each. They perform simi­
lar services so far as responsibility and importance are con­
cerned. 'Ve therefore make the fifteen at twenty-seven hundred 
and fifty dollars each in order to equalize the salaries where 
equal responsibility already exists. · 

fr. JOHNSON. Will the gentleman let me interrupt him? 
Mr. OVERSTREET. Certainly. 
1\fr. JOHNSON. It is the first time in this Congress a com­

mittee has undertaken to equalize by lowering some and raising 
others. 

1\fr. OVERSTREET. There are only five of them, and they 
have only been increased for one year. Now, 1\fr. Chairman, 
I renew my amendment. In line 12, page 2, strike out the 
language "and inspector of agents, rural delivery." 

The Clerk read as follows : 
Amend in page 2, line 12, by striking out the words " and inspector 

of agents, rural delivery." 
The question was taken; and the amendment was agreed to. 
1\lr. OVERSTREET. I offer the following amendment: In 

line 21, page 2, strike out " forty-three " and insert " forty-two." 
The Clerk read as follows : 
Line 21, page 2, strike out " forty-three" a~d insert " forty-two." 

The que tion was taken; and the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. CRU:\lPACKER. l\1r. Chairman, I move to strike out the 

words " one hundred and," in line 21, page 2 ; so as to read " not 
to exceed forty-two." 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment. 
'l'he Clerk read as follows : 
rage 2, line 21, strike out the words "one hundred and." 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman desire to discuss the 

amendment? 

Mr. CRUMPACKER. I do. 1\fr. Chairman, under the provi­
sions of this bill, if it should be enacted into law, there will be 
520 post~office inspectors traveling throughout the country, 
armed with royal warrants authorizing them to arrest any 
citizen whom they may suspect of having violated any postal 
law or regulation. 

.M:r. STAFFORD. I do not believe the gentleman wants to 
make a misstatement. There are not 520, but 377 provided for. 

l\Ir. CRUMPACKER. It is a question of figure . I have 
added the several numbers in this section, including the 143 
rural agents who are to be made inspectors, and it makes 520. 

1\fr. STAFFORD. One hundred and forty-three are already 
included in the 377 that are enumerated. 

1\Ir. CRUMPACKER. That may be, but in my judgment we 
have too many inspectors, con idering the large power they have 
over the liberties and the rights of the people. There are al­
ready too many. 

1\Ir. STAFFORD. But if you le sen the present combined 
force, you will restrict and binder the extensions and supervi­
sion of the rural delivery service. 

1\fr. CRUMPACKER. I appreciate the fact that it is neces­
sary to protect the mails against fraud and abuse, but we llave 
a system of po ·t-office inspection service that seems to me can 
not be defended upon any just and fair theory of admini tra­
tion. Post-office inspectors have the right, or at least they ex­
ercise the power, of arresting, fining, and collecting penalties 
from citizens of the country under a law or regulation that 
exists at this time. I read in a local paper, publi bed in the 
district I have the honor to represent, a few days ago about an 
inspector from the city of Indianapolis-a man whom I know 
personally, a very excellent gentleman-who had gone to two 
ladies in a little village, who bad sent the county paper to some 
friend, and had put some lead-pencil inscription on the margin. 
He went to their home and fined them $10 each, and colJected it 
on the spot. The post-office inspector returned the money, I 
have no doubt, to the Government. I want to say, gentlemen 
of the committee, that that practice is going on all over the 
United States to-day. There is nO' question about it. 

Mr. BUTLER of Pennsylvania. Will the gentleman allow me 
to ask him a question? 

Mr. CRUMPACKER. I yield to the gentleman for a ques­
tion. 

Mr. BUTLER of Pennsylvania. Do I understand the gentle­
man to say that post-office inspectors collected, for some sup­
posed offense, $10? 

Mr. CRUMPACKER. Why, of course. Is that news to the 
gentleman? 

Mr. BUTLER of Pennsylvania. It is, absolutely. I did not 
suppose they would do that sort of thing. It is not authorized 
by law. 

Mr. CRUMPACKER. They do it. 
Mr. NORRIS. Will the gentleman from Indiana yield for a 

question? 
Mr. CRUMPACKER. I yield for a question. 
Mr. NORRIS. I want to aslr the gentleman if there is any 

law now in existence that permits a post-office inspector to 
exercise that kind of authority? 

l\Ir. CRUMPACKER. I assume there is; otherwi e they 
would be guilty of criminal extortion. 

l\Ir. OVERSTREET. I think the gentleman from Indiana 
ought not to make any such statement as this unless he can 
cite the law. I state there is no such law. 

l\Ir. CRUMPACKER. I say, I assume, Mr. Chairman, that 
there is a law or regulation of that kind or the officer would 
be guilty of criminal extortion, and I understand that it is a 
common practice for inspectors where there iS a technical viola­
tion of law to say to the alleged criminal: "Now, you can pay 
so much to the Department "-the money goes to the Depart­
ment doubtless, or the officers would ·not collect it-" you can 
pay so much to the Department and save yourself the trouble 
of being prosecuted before a United States commissioner or 
before the Federal courts." 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Now, Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask 
the gentleman from Indiana if this suggestion of his, which I 
do not mean to dispute or affirm, is not directly a charge of 
robbery against the Post-Office Department? Is there any 
channel through which the money can ever reach the Post-Office 
Department without attracting their attention to the felonious 
manner in which the post-office inspector came by it? 

l\Ir. CRUMP ACKER. I understand there is a system of 
penalties imposed by the regulations of the Post-Office Depart­
ment. The gentleman must remember that that Department 
bas legislative, executive, and judicial powers combined. It 
exercises all the powers of the Government over the postal busi-
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ness of the country. It is not the fault of the Postmaster­
General, but it is the law. 

1\fr. PADGETT. Mr. Chairman--
Mr. BUTLER of Pennsylvania. "'\'\'"ill the gentleman allow me 

one question? 
The CHAIRl\IAN. To whom does the gentleman yield? 
Mr. CRUMPA.CKER. I yield to the gentleman from Ten­

nes ee. I saw him first. 
:\Ir. PADGETT. I wanted to say to the gentleman from In­

diana that I have in mind a concrete case where an inspector 
in the town of Columbia, Tenn., fined a citizen of that town $10 
in each of se,en cases-$10 for each offense. He r1roposed to 
arrest him, and the man said to him : " If you will not require 
me to be arrested I .will pay $10 in each case," which he did. 

Mr. CRU::\IPACKER. I think there is no question about the 
practice, and I assume that it is authorized by law. The In­
ternal-Revenue Sen ice is conducted on the same plan. A dep­
uty collector may impose a penalty of 50 per cent or a certain 
other per cent of the amount of a special tax if it is not paid on 
the day it is due, and collect the penalty. That is a common . 
p:~:actice. The amount thus collected is turned in and accounted 
for. 

The CHAIR~IAN. The gentleman's time bas expired. 
Mr. CRUMPACKER. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous con-

sent that I may proceed for fi\e minutes. 
The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request? 
There was no objection. 
Ur. SlfiTH of Kentucky. Now, I want to ask the gentleman 

a question in that connection. 
l\Ir. CR Ul\IP ACKER. If it is simply a question. I have some . 

views that I want to submit to the committee on this matter. 
Mr. SUITII of Kentucky. Those penalt;ies you speak of 

whicll are collected by deputy commissioners of internal revenue 
are imposed by law, are they not? · 

l\fr. CRU~IPACKER. I aesume they are, of course, and I 
assume thnt the others are. 

1\Ir. SlUITII of Kentucky. Does not the gentleman know that 
if the taxes are not paid by a certain date a penalty per cent is 
added and collected? 

l\Ir. CRUMP ACKER. The criticism that I am making is of 
the law and not of the officers, because I assume that they are 
performing their duties in accordance with the postal regula­
tions or the law. I do not know which it is; possibly it may be 
both. 

Now, I think inspectors a-re clothed with too much power, or 
there are too many of them. There are 520 of these secret 
emissaries who go about the country looking after the business 
of the Post-Office Department, and incidentally, by dark-lantern 
methods, make inquiries into the reputation and the business 
carried on by every citizen, e\ery association, and every corpora­
tion throughout the land. Who knows bow many secret reports 
that may reflect upon the character of individuals, associa-

. tions, or business concerns are now sleeping in the archives of 
the Post-Office Department that have ne\er come to light, put 
there by confidential reports of those emissaries? And when I 
speak of them as emissaries ·I do not mean it in an offensive 
sense. There is a system of postal espionage in this country 
that is absolutely inconsistent with the spirit of free institu­
tions, and it is not what should be expected in a land of law 
and liberty. 

Post-ofiice inspectors may lodge complaints with the Post­
master-General that the business of an individual is fraudulent. 
The Postmaster-General may be satisfied from the secret re­
ports of the inspectors that there are some irregularities in 
the character of the business the particular individual is con­
ducting, and be may peremptorily enter a fraud order and with­
bold from that individual the pri\ileges of the ma.ils, absolutely 
ruining his business and blasting forever his business reputa­
tion. 'Vhen that citizen calls upon the Postmaster-General, 
asking permission to see the charges that ba\e been made 
aga iUBt him, be is informed that they are confidential and is 
refused the privilege. 

Kow, something was said a. few minutes ago about the Peo­
ple's United States Bank, at St. Louis, Mo. That institution 
became a victim of the post-office inspectors. A fraud order 
was issued against the institution about six months 'ago, and 
it was put into the hands of a receiver as an insolvent corpora­
tion after the fraud order was issued, at the suit of the secre­
tary of state of the State of Missouri. Administered by a re­
ceiver, the institution paid every depositor a hundred cents on 
the dollar. It has already repaid to the stockholders 92! per 
cent of the par value of their stock, and it has an abundance to 
pay the balance; and last week the supreme court of the State 
of Missour i decided that the order appointing a rec~iver and ad-

judging the bank insolvent was improperly issued in the first 
place; that it never was an insolvent institution ; but what good 
does that do? 

The mandate of the court ordered the receiver discharged and 
the affairs of the bank turned over to the company, but there 
stands the fraud order against the institution and against its 
president in the Post-Office Department, and they can not con­
duct any business in the way of correspondence and nothing but 
ruination is their fate. The president of the bank applied to a 
Federal court for a review of the fraud order and for a mandate 
against the Postmaster-General compelling him to restore to the 
bank the privilege of the mails. That court decided that the 
right to the mails was not a vested right and the discretion of 
withholding the privileges of the mails for fraud was vested in 
the Postmaster-General and was not subject to review by any 
court. 

I do not know what may be the merits of that case, but some 
time ago I introduced a resolution in the House and bad it re­
ferred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads--

hlr. OVERSTREET. Oh, the gentleman must state the facts 
if be hopes that the committee will consider them at all. No 
such re olution as that ever came from the gentleman to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

1\lr. CRUMPACKER. It went to the Committee on the Post­
Office and Post-Roads, requiring the Postmaster-General to re­
port to the House the facts upon which be issued the fraud 
order. 

Mr. OVERSTREET. That is true. I thought the gentleman 
referred to the bill spoken of by the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. CRUMP ACKER. The resolution is the one I had in 
mind. The Committee on Post-Offices reported the resolution 
back to the House and it was adopted, and a week or ten days 
ago the Postmaster-General courteously informed the House 
that it would not be compatible with the public interest to give 
the House or the country the information upon which that im­
portant order was issued. That bank never has known, and 
probably never will know, upon what evidence the Postmaster­
General made the order ruining its business and wrecking itS 
prospects. . 

'l'he CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Indiana 
has expired. 

Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, I think it is due to the 
committee to understand that 99! per cent of the argument of 
the gentleman from Indiana has been directed to matters en­
tirely foreign to this bill. I think it is unfair for him to lea\e 
the impression and seek to prejudice the committee against :1 
bill by a tirade against the Post-office Department on matters 
that have nothing to do with this committee. 

The Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads reported the 
gentleman's resolution without the change of a syllable, and it 
-is not worthy, it is not deserving, of the criticism of the, gentl~­
mnn from Indiana. The fraud order belongs to another com­
mittee, is the result of another law, and not to the items con­
tained in this bill. 

Mr. CRUMP ACKER. Will the gentleman yield? . 
Mr. OVERSTREET. ..Just a moment. I did not interrupt 

the gentleman. Now, the fraud order is authorized by a stat­
ute that bas been on the books for almost a generation, and the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads bas nothing to do 
with it. This bill contains nothing relating to that statute. 
The criticism by the gentleman from Indiana against the espion­
age of the post-office inspectors as a basis for fraud orders is 
not a proper argument to sustain his amendment. That is 
n-bat I .am interested in. We have been debating under general 
debate for almost ten days nearly every conceivable subject, 
and now when we get to the bill itself it is left for the gentle­
man from Indiana to raise some extraneous subject which will 
probably prejudice the mind of somebody t o attack this particu­
lar provision of the bill. 

There is no law on the statute book, and I challenge the 
gentleman to cite a single one, bearing out his claim that the 
post-office inspector bas authority or the right to assess a fine 
or to put anybody under arrest. 

1\fr. BUTLER of Pennsylvania. It is in the post-office regu-
lations. · 

Mr. OVERSTREET. The post-office regulations do not au­
thorize it either. 

1\Ir. CRUl\IP ACKER. The gentleman from Indiana hn.s chal­
lenged me, and I want to state that post-office inspectors do 
have authority to make arrests. They perform regular de­
tective senice. 

Mr. OVERSTREET. The post-office inspector merely carries 
out the instructions of the Postmaster-General in investigation 
and h e does no conclude that investigation, but it is left fo~ 
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the Postmaster-General or the proper official of the Depart­
ment to pass upon his report. 

Now, .Mr. Chairman, we have provided here for no additional 
post-office inspectors. We have provided here for no increase 
of salary, except such as I have named, but we have sought to 
give the advantage to these rural" agents, clothe them with equal 
authority. The gentleman giyes his figures as to the number 
of post-office inspectors, which I am sure is at least 50 per cent 
from the facts, and almost 100 per cent. I can not be e:Kpected 
to fight against imaginary accusations. We have stated here 
all the facts. We provide for the merger of these post-office 
in pectors authorized by law with the rural agents now in the 
service, and the gentleman moves to strike out 100 of these rural 

·agents. I do not believe this committee, nor this House, and I 
do not believe the gentleman's constituents, will approve his 
striking out 100 rural agents. That is what his amendment 
amounts to. The amendment is to strike out the merger of 100 
rural agents, which would mean their elimination from the serv­
ice. "Whatever may have been in the gentleman's mind, that will 
be the result of his amendment. 

1\Ir. BUTLER of Pennsylvania. Whose amendment is it? 
Mr. OVERSTREET. The gentleman from Indiana [l\Ir. 

CRUMPACKER] moves to strike out 100 agents and leaye 42. I 
hope the committee will vote down the amendment. 

l\Ir. CRUMPACKER. Mr. Chairman, I desire a minute to 
state to my colleague that I made no criticism of the Commit­
tee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. I think in that as ertion 
this committee will bear me out. I have made no reflection on 
the committee. I was ma1..-i.ng a criticism about the law, not 
even against the Post-Office Department, but the law under 
which some indefensible practices are going on. 

l\Ir. OVERSTREET. Does the amendment have anything to 
do with tha t? 

l\Ir. CRUMPACKER. Yes; it has this to do with it : It takes 
from the list of post-office inspectors who go about with these 
lettres de cachet in their pockets-it reduces their number by 
100. . 

Now, in regard to my amendment, I expected when I had an 
opportunity to withdraw it. · I wanted an opportunity to say 
something to the House on the fraud-order question and the 
practice that is going on over the country in the hope that it 
might possibly result in some wholesome legislation, not from 
the Post-Office Committee, because legislation of that kind should 
come from the Committee on Judiciary. The gentleman was a 
little bit too sensitive, I think, when he took to himself and 
his committee some of the criticisms I intended for the law 
and for the whole Congress, and not for the gentleman at all. 

l\Ir. OVERSTREET. Then you admit your amendment does 
not seek to correct any of the things you desire to correct by 
that amendment? 

l\lr. CRUMPACKER. Not unless you strike out all the post­
office inspectors. l\lr. Chairman, I withdraw the amendment. 

'The CHAIR~IAN. Without objection, the amendment will be 
withdrawn. [After a pause.] No objection is heard. 

l\Ir. HUGHES. l\Ir. Chairman, I desire to offer an amend­
ment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from West Virginia offers 
an amendment, which the Clerk will report. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
On page 1, line 11, after the word " each," strike out " six " and in-

sert •· ten." . 
l\Ir. OVERSTREET. 1\Ir. Chairman, I did not hear that 

· amendment. 
The amendment was again reported. 
1\Ir. OVERSTREET. Well, I can not agree to that, and I 

hope the amendment will be voted down. 
The question was taken; and the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. BEALL of Texas. l\Ir. Chairman, I move to strike out 

the last word for the purpose of making an inquiry of the chair­
man of the committee. I desire to make this inquiry as to 
whether or not the Committee on Post-Offices anti Post-Roads 
bad any bearings before that committee upon the different items 
in this bill? 

l\Ir. OVERSTREET. l\Iost assuredly, 1\Ir. Chairman, upon 
all the i terns. 

1\Ir. BEALL of Texas. That was my impression. I want . to 
follow that by another question. I want to know why it is 
impossible for a l\lember of this House at this time to have 
access to a copy of those hearings? 

1\Ir. OVERSTREE'l'. Why, 1\Ir. Chairman, I can only say the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, like all other com­
mittees of the House, has a very limited authority in the way 
of printing. We printed all the copies that we felt we bad 
authority to print and gave them out just as fast as Members 
inquired for them. 

l\Ir. BEALL of Texas. How many copies were printed? 
1\Ir. OVERSTREET. One hundred, I understand. We have 

general authority to print, which is only for the u e of the 
committee, and we have very generously exhausted our entire 
supply by giving them to Members as fast us we bad demands 
for the copies. 

Mr. BEALL of Texas. Does not the custom prevail with 
other committees, with the authority they already have or by 
distinct authority secured from the House, to print a sufficient 
number of copies to give at least each Member of the House who 
wishes one a copy? 

Mr. OVERSTREET. - I do not so understand. 
l\Ir. BEALL of Texas. So that those •Members may ascer­

tain what-these hearings are? 
Mr. OVERSTREET. My understanding is the committees of 

the House authorized to bold hearings are permitted to print a 
limited number of copies of the bearings for the use of the com­
mittee, and that number is usually a very limited number. 
There has certainly been no disposition on the part of the com­
mittee to decline to give out copies of the hearings, and we have 
given all they have I am informed. 
. 1\Ir. BEALL of Texas. There are only about eighteen mem­
bers of the committee. Then, according to the gentleman's 
position, it was necessary to have only eighteen copies printed? 

l\Ir. OVERSTREET. Oh, if we limited it, logically that 
would be the result, but it costs a little more to print a bun­
dl·ed than it costs to print eighteen, and it costs much more to 
print 500. 

l\Ir. BEALL of Texas. Does not the gentleman think it would 
have been much better to have had 500 copies printed in order 
that every Member of this House might haye an opportunity to 
know something about what is contained in this bill? 

Mr. OVERS'l'REET. 1\Ir. Chairman, under the law a copy 
must be furnished to the Library. You will find a copy there, 
and the law does not provide for as many copies of the statute 
as there are Members of the House. I would ask the gentleman 
if he bas inquired at the Library? 

Mr. BEALL of Texas: I did not inquire at the Library, but 
I made divers and sundl·y inquiries elsewhere without succe s. 

Mr. OVERSTREET. I am very sorry the gentleman was un­
able to secure a copy. 

1\lr. BEALL of Texas. Does not the gentleman· think if be 
bad made the effort that the llou e would have given him the 
permission to have bad the additional number printed? 

l\Ir. OVERSTREET. Why, anybody could ~ave objected to it. 
Why did not you ask for it? This is the fir t time the gentle­
man has ever called my personal attention to it. 

1\Ir. BEALL of Texas. But it is not the first· time I have 
called the attention of members of the committee to it, because 
I have earnestly sought for two or three weeks to get posses ion 
of one of the e precious documents containing the hearings be­
fore the committee oYer which the gentleman presides. · 

Mr. OVERSTREET. I suggest the gentleman can still a . k 
for that in the House. Perhaps the gentleman will realize be 
is quite as much at fault as anybody else. 

1\lr. BEALL of Texas. No; I do not realize it; I do not ad­
mit it, because that was a matter peculiarly within the juris­
diction of the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Road . If 
these hearings are of any value to the committee, they would be, 
l\Ir. Chairman, of value to this House. There is more reason 
why the Members of this !louse should have the hearings than 
the members of the committee, because the members of the com­
mittee are situated so that they can be present and get the ben~ 
efit of the hearings at the time they are had before the commit­
tee, but the only way by which ti:te Members of this House can 
secure any information as to what is contained in this bill is 
through the e hearings here in the House, and with almost four 
hundred .Members only 100 copies of these important hearings 
are printed. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman bas expired. 
1\Ir. FINLEY. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the last 

two words. 1\Ir. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent to extend 
the remarks I made this afternoon . . 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from South Carolina? [After a pause.] The Chair 
bears none. Without objection, the pro forma amendment will 
be withdrawn. 

The Clerk read as follows : 
For traveling expenses of inspectors without per diem, and Of in­

spectors in charge, expenses incurred by field inspectors not covered by 
per diem allowance, and traveling expenses of the chief post-office 
inspector, $70,000. 

1\fr. JOHNSON. 1\fr. Chairman, on page 3 I desire t o offer 
an amendment. Page 3, lines 15 and 16, strike out the wordS 
" and traveling expenses of tlie Chief -Post-Office Inspector." 
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When the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation was not on the floor at the time that subje~t was under eonsid~ 

bill was before this House on the 29th of March, I interrogated eration, as referred to by the gentleman. I only know this, Mr. 
the chairman of the committee, or the gentleman having charge Chairman, that in view of the necessities of good administration 
of the bill [Mr. LITTAUER], and inquired of bim why the salary the Chief Post-Office Inspector is obliged at times to leave his 
of the Chief Inspector bad been increased in that bill. You will headquarters, in strict obedience to the necessities of the ad­
find on page 4584 that the gentleman in charge of the bill ex- ministration, and when he does, his actual expenses should be 
plained that it was a very responsible position, that the chief provided for. That is all this provision seeks to do. 
inspector resided in Washington, and that he received no per Mr. SMITH of Kentucky. I should like to ask the gentleman 
diem allowance or traveling expenses, and for that reason the a question. -
Committee on Appropriations increased his salary $500 in the · Mr. OVERSTREET. I yield to the gentleman from Ken-
legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill. tucky. · 

Mr. OVERSTREET. If the gentleman will permit me, do Mr. SMITH of Kentucky. If this language does not mean 
I understood toe gentleman, to say that the record shows, from that the Chief Inspector received no traveling expenses hereto­
a statement made by the chairman of the Committee on Appro- fore, I should like to know what it does mean. 
priations, that the increase of salary of the Chief Post-Office In- Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, if the gentleman will 
spector was because be received nothing for 1.Taveling expenses? pardon me,· I said a moment ago that I could · not accept . that 
If that is true, I will accept the gentleman's amendment. statement, even though it were ·made by the chairman of the 

Mr. JOHNSON. I will read what the gentleman told me in Committee on Appropriations, because, as a matter of fact, I 
answer to my question. know be has received traveling expenses. This is identically 
. Mr. OVERSTREET. I simply want ' to get the record, Mr. the same language as the existing law, so that if that statement 
Chairman. was made, it was a mistaken statement. 

Mr. JOHNSON (reading)- 1\f.r. SMITH. of ·Kentucky. Sa that if the committee in that 
I Mr. JOHNSO::o<. Is there any increase in salaries? case was led to increasing the salary of this inspector upon the 

Mr. L~TTAUER. The Chie! Inspector's salary is increased. theory that he received no traveling expenses, they did so under 
1\fr. JOHNSON. What was the reason for increasing his salary? a misappr-ehension. 
Then the colloquy proceeded. He was speaking about the Mr. OVERSTREET. I think so. 

salaries of other pet.>ple, and I said the only way to equalize was Mr. LACEY. I move to strike out the last word. I do it for 
to equalize up, and then Mr. TAWNEY said: . the purpose of making an· inquiry of the -chairman of the rom-

He resides here in Washington, is located here in the Department, mittee. I notice on page 2 that the inspectors are rated at 
and receives no per diem allowance· whatever. · He gets nothing but from $2,250 down as low ,as $1,200. Then it further provides 
straight salary, while the other inspectors have per diem and traveling that they may be allowed, in the discretion of the Postmaster­
expenses in addition to their salary. General, not to exceed $4 per day as a per diem allowance 

Upon that statement this House increased his salary $500. when out ori the road and engaged in. the performance of their 
That increase having been made for that reason, I propose to duties. · 
strike from this bill the provision for traveling expenses. Mr. OVERSTREET. Those who receive less than $2,000 get 
. Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, this committee bas no that per diem allowance when out on duty. 
jurisdiction over the Chief Post-Office Inspector, and has noth- Mr. LACEY. That is what I was coming to. Now, it pro­
ing to do with the increase of his salary, if such increase has vi des · that the man who draws over -$2.,000 · a year shall not 
been made. The fact is, however, be bas headquarters in the have a per diem, so that what I want to know is this: A post-

. city of Washington, and must necessarily, in the discharge of office inspector drawing $1,800 a year is allowed by the De­
his general duties, at various times during the year travel from partment $4 a day per diem in addition to that, making his in­
his headquarters. He does not receive any per diem, but has come over and above his traveling expenses amount, perhaps, to 
a straight salary. Now, the record which the gentleman has $2,600 or $2,800 a year, while the $2,000 man can not draw tlie 
}ust read did not, if I correctly understood it, make any sug- per diem at all, apparently, on the face of this bill. Now what 
gestion about his traveling expenses. He says he receives no is the reason for that? · ' 
per diem. That record, unless I failed to bear it aright, did Mr. OVERSTREET. It is perfectly simple, if the gentleman 
not state that be did not receive any traveling expenses; there- will permit me. . · 
fore I think the amendment ought to be voted down. Mr. LACEY. That is what I wish to know. 

1\Ir. JOHNSON. Well, will the gentleman let me read it Mr. OVERSTREET. The men who are receiving salaries of 
again? . $2,000 and upward are stationed at fixed points. 

Mr. OVERSTREET. I will. Mr. LACEY. All of them. 
Mr. JOHNSON. This is from Mr. TAWNEY, chairman of the Mr. OVERSTREET. All · of them. Of course, from time to 

Committee on Appropriations, on page 44:72 of the RECORD of time it becomes necessary for them to go away, when conduct: 
March 29. Referring to the Chief Inspector, be said: ing investigations and matters of that sort. 

He resides here in Washington, is located here in the Department, Mr. LACEY. When they are ordered away, should they not 
and receives no per diem allowance whatever. He gets nothing but have their per diem? · 
straight salary, while the other inspectors have per diem and traveling Mr. OVERSTREET. They get their actual traveling ex-
expenses in addition to their salary. · penses then. . . 
. Mr. OVERSTREET. Well, Mr. Chairman, I am obliged to Mr. LACEY. The others get their expenses and per diem 
take exception to the 'statement made by the chairman of the both? - . 
Committee on Appropriations just referred to. All inspectors l\1r. OVERSTREET. Ob, no; not at all. They only get the 
do not get per diem and trav~ling expenses. The fact yet re- per diem in lieu of all of their expenses. ' 
mains that record does not state that the Chief Post-Office In- Mr. LACEY. Including their traveling fare? · 
spector gets "no traveling expenses." It said he got no per Mr. OVERSTREET, Certainly. 
diem. We are making no provision for per diem, and only pro- Mr. GAINES of West Virginia. I think not. 
vision for such traveling expenses on official duty while away Mr. OVERSTREET. They are allowed to ride free on trains 
from his home, his domicile, and his official headquarters. I that carry postal cars. 
think the amendment of the gentleman ought to be voted down. Mr. CLARK of Missouri. Will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. HULL. Are not the per diem expenses allowed to the Mr. OVERSTREET. I yield to the gentleman from Missouri. 
otlier inspectors intended for traveling expenses? Is not that Mr. CLARK of Missouri. I should like to ask if the travel-
a fact, whether you call it traveling expenses or per diem ex- ing expenses of the Chi.ef Inspector include his hotel bills and 
penses? Is it not really the same thing? all of his expenses? 

Mr. OVERSTREET. That has been regarded substantially as .1\ir. OVERSTREET. Ob, certainly; his actual expenses. 
R substitute. Mr. CLARK of Missouri. The upshot of the thing is, then, 

Mr. HULL. In the one case they are limited, so that the taking this bill in connection with the legislative, executive 
amount can not exceed $4 a day, while in the other case if and judicial appropriation bill, that we increase the salary of 
their expenses are more, they are allowed for. Is not that this man because be gets no per diem. -
the only difference? Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, if the gentleman will 

Mr. OVERSTREET. No matter what the difference is, in I pardon me, I said a while ago that I did not want to be bound 
respect to this particular officer, be receives no per diem, but by the reasons given in that debate for the increase in the sal­
should receive his actual expenses when traveling away from ary. 
his home, his official headquarters, and his domicile. That is all 1\Ir. CLARK of Missouri. I will put it another way-; then. 
this provides. Now, we have nothing to do with the increase of Mr. OVERSTREET. We are simply providing here as we 
the salary. I do not know whetlwr it is meritorious or not. I always have provided, and, in my judgment, always should pro-
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vide, for the actual traveling expenses of this official when he 
Is away on official business. 

:Mr. CLARK of Missouri. The upshot of these two bills is 
this, that for some reason-as far as the gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. JoHNSON] is concerned, be says it was in lieu of 
per diem; it may have been for some other reason on the part 
of other gentlem~n-but for some reason this man's salary was 
lncreased $500 per year in the other bill. Now it is increased 
by the sum total of whatever his traveling expenses may be. 
So that you have two increases for the same man at the same 
time. 

:Mr. OVERSTREET. But the expense would be in the interest 
of the Government upon whose official business he happened to 
be called. He has been receiving it all the time. Mr. Chairman, 
1 ask for a vote. 

l\Ir. CLARK of Missouri. Then an inspector who lives in 
Washington is financially better off while away from home if his 
expenses are paid than he is while staying at home? 

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, the pro forma amend­
ment will be withdrawn. The question is on the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from South Carolina. 

The question was taken; and on a division (demanded by 
Mr. JoHNSON) there were-ayes 25, noes 67. 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The Clerk, proceeding with the reading of the bill, read as 

follows: . 
OFFICE OF THlil FinST ASSIST.U.'T POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 

For compensation to postmasters, $24,000,000. 

1\Ir. RIXEY. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the last 
word. I want to say that there are men who have responsible 
and quasi official duties to perform and for whom I see no pro­
vision in this bill. I refer to the post-office referees in the 
Southern States. [Laughter.] I would like to ask the chair­
man of the Post-Office and Post-Roads Committee whether this 
bill carries any salary or compensation for those referees? 

Mr. OVERSTREET. I will state to the gentleman that my 
district is included in the referee schedule. [Laughter.] 

Mr. RIXEY. I bad heard that possibly the gentleman's dis­
trict was included and treated as southern territory. [Laugh­
ter.] Mr. Chairman, I can possibly best illustrate the objec­
tions to the present system of appointment of postmasters and 
establishment of post-offices by reference to my own district as 
an example. Something over twelve months ago the Post-Office 
Department appointed three gentlemen in the Eighth district of 
Virginia for the purpose of recommending persons to be ap­
pointed to fourth-class offices. To these three gentlemen were 
referred all applications and petitions for appointments as post­
masters in the fourth-class offices. To them were also refened 
petitions for the establishment of new post-offices. These three 
gentlemen lived in different parts of the district. They divided 
up the territory among themselves and persons who were appli­
cants for postmasters bad to go to the referee in whose territory 
the county happened to be for recommendation for appointment 
to offices. 

Mr. BYRD. 1Yill the gentleman allow me a question? . 
Mr. RIXEY. Certainly. ' 
Mr. BYRD. Did the Member of Congress have anything to 

do with the appointment of the referees! 
l\Ir. RIXEY. The l\Iember of Congress bad nothing to do 

with the appointment of the referees or the appointment of the 
postmasters. I am not complaining that I am not consulted 
about the appointment of postmasters; I do not ask it, but I do 
insist that when the people in my district want a post-office es­
tablished, or a posbnaster appointed, I have a right to go to the 
Department here in Washington for that information, and not 
to be told, as I am told frequently, that the matter bas been 
referred to the post-office referees-gentlemen who are irre­
sponsible, so far as their official connection with the Department 
is concerned. These referees decide who shall be the postmaster 
and where the post-office shall be located, of course subject to 
the approval of the Department, which is generally given as a 
matter of course. · It would not like to turn down its assistants 
who serve without pay. 

This condition of affairs should be changed. It is not right 
that people from my district, who come here to interview the 
Department on this subject, shoul~ be unable to ~ecure ~Y in­
formation until this referee--ass1Stant to the Frrst Assistant 
Postmaster-General-makes his report Instead of being able 
to obtain information at the Department, I have been compelled 
to tell some of my constituents to go and see the referee, and 
get his indorsement. These referee~ were appointed something 
over twelve months ago. One has since been made collector 
of internal revenue and moved his ?ffice to the city of Rich-

mond, another has since been appointed a clerk in the Pen· 
sion Bureau, and the third one, and not an officeholder, bas re­
signed. [Laughter.] 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I do insist that the Post-Office Depart· 
ment, when I come with the recommendation for the establish· 
ment of a post-office, shall not refer me to the pension clerk 
here in Washington, or refer me to the gentleman who holds a 
Federal office in the city of Richmond, or tell me to wait until 
these gentlemen report Why should not the patrons of the 
office be consulted? The system of appointment of postmasters 
and location of post-offices by referees-who are generally either. 
Federal officeholders or aspirants for some office-is a disgrace 
to this Government, and is a positive proof of the incapacity of 
the Post-Office Department. The First Assistant Postmaster­
General, who has charge of this matter, should change the rules 
of that Department, or, i.f be can not administer his office, 
should resign, or this House should cut down the compensation 
that he r~ceives. [Applause.] 

The Clerk read as follows : 
For compensation to assistant postmasters at first and second class 

post-offices: Two, at $3,500 each; 2o, at $3,000 each; 5, at $2,500 
each ; 2, at $2,000 each; 12, at $1,900 each ; 20, at $1,800 each ; 55[; 
at $1.700 each; 100, at $1,600 each; 90, at $1,500 each; 100, a 
$1,400 each; 210J.. at $1,300 each; 350, at $1,200 each

0
· 340, at $1,100 

eac-h ; 250, at $_1,u00 each;_ 60, at $900 each ; 60, at $8 0 each, and 60, 
at $700 each; m all, $2,1:.:::3, 00. 

l\Ir. OVERSTREET. -Mr. Chairman, I move to amend, in 
line 23, page 4, after the word "all," to insert "not to exceed." 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment. -
The Clerk read as follows : 
Page 4, line 23, aft.er the word " all," Insert " not to exceed." 
The question was taken ; and the amendment was agreed to. 
1\ir. BENNET of New York. Mr. Chairman, I offer the fol~ 

lowing amendment 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows : 
Page 4, line 9, strike out " thirty-five hundred " and Insert in lieu 

thereof "four thousand." 
Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, I make the point of 

order that this is contrary to existing law. 
1\fr. BENNET of New York. Mr. Chairman, will the gentle­

man reserve the point of order for a minute and a half? 
Mr. OVERSTREN.I'. I reserve the point of order. 
The CHAIRMAl~. The gentleman from Indiana reserves the 

point of order. 
Mr. BENNET of New York. Mr. Chairman, unquestionably 

if the point of order is pressed, it is good; but I simply waut to 
call the attention of the House to the fact that every assistant 
postmaster in the whole United States is paid on a schedule 
which is identical, except those in Chicago and New York, and 
that schedule provides that they shall be paid at the rate of 50 
per cent of the salary of the postmaster. Tbose in Chicago and 
New York, with all the duties that they have, are not paid as 
well as the men in other cities, and I think that injustice ought 
to be corrected. If this amendment were adopted it would 
correct it. 

Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, I ins,ist upon the point 
of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order is sustained. 
Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Chairman, I move that the com~ 

mittee do now rise. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly the committee rose; and the Speaker having re­

sumed the chair, Ur. SHERMAN, Chairman of the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union, reported that that 
committee had had under consideration the bill H. R. 16953-the 
Post-Office appropriation bill-and had come to no resolution 
thereon. 

MILITARY ACADEMY APPROPRIATION BIIL. 

Mr. HULL, by direction of the Committee on Military Affairs, 
reported the bill (H. R. 18030) making appropriations for the 
support of the Military Academy for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1907, and for other purposes ; which was read the first and 
second times, referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the ~tate of the Union, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. · · 

Mr. SULZER. Mr. Speaker, I reserve all points of order upon 
the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York reserves all 
points of order upon the bill. · 

LAWS I "" RELATION TO THE DISTRICT OF .ALASKA. 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to take up 
the bill H. R. 12872. · . 

The SPEAKER: · The Clerk -will report the bill. 
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The Clerk read as follows : 
A bill (H. R. 12872) to amend an act entitled "An act to amend and 

codify the laws relating to municipal corporations in the district of 
Alaska," approved April 28, 1904. 
Be it enacted, etc., That the act entitled "An act to amend and codify 

the laws relating to municipal corporations in the district of Alaska," 
approved April 28, 1904, be, and the same hereby is, amended by adding 
at the end of section 2 thereof the following: 

up,·ovided, That any town heretofore or hereafter incorporated in the 
district of Alaska may extend or otherwise modify its boundaries in 
the mannet· hereinafter provided. A petition praying for such exten­
sion or modification shall first be presented to the judge of the United 
States district court presiding over the court in the judicial division in 
which the town is located, which petition shall be signed by at least 
sixty qualified voters of said town and shall specify the existing bounda· 
ries, as well as the proposed new boundaries of such town, the number 
of inhabitants thereof, and such other facts as may tend to show good 
ground for such extension or modification of boundariE-s. The judge 
shall thereupon, by an order, fix a time and place for considering said 
petition, which time shall not be less than thirty days after the date 
of such order. A printed or typewritten 'copy of said order shall be 
posted in three of the most public places in said town at least thirty 
days prior to the time fixed for considering said petition. At the time 
and place fixed for considering said petition the judge shall give a rea­
sonable hearing to those who are in favor of and to those who are 
opposed to the same; and if he is satisfied that it is for the best interest 
ancr welfare of the people of such town for the boundaries thereof to 
be changed, he shall, by an order, so adjudge. He shall also, by said 
order, specify the changes which he deems necessary in the boundaries, 
and direct that at the time of holding the next annual election in said 
town, or sooner, if deemed necessary, an election be held, by separate 
ballot, as prescribed in the case of an original incorporation, to deter­
mine whether the people of such town desire the boundaries thereof 
changed. A printed or typewritten copy of said order shall be posted 
at three of the most public places within said town at least thirty days 
prior to the day of election. Every person qualified as an elector in 
said town shall ~ qualified to >ote upon the question of the proposed 
change of boundaries thereof. Said election shall be held under the 
charge of the officers of the town appointed for the purpose _of holding 
elections ; and all proceedings subsequent to such election, down to the 
entry of the order of the judge making such change of boundaries, shall 
be the same, so far as may be, as the proceedings upon the original 
incorporation of a town." 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? [After a pause.] The 
Chair hears none. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for u third reading; 
and it was read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. CoLE, a motion to reconsider the last •ote 
was laid on the table. 

GRANTING CERTAIN LANDS TO DURANGO, COLO. 

Mr. HOGG. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
pre ent consideration of the bill S. 2188. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the bill. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

An act (S. 2188) granting to the city of Durango, in the State of Colo­
rado, certain lands therein described for water reservoirs. 

Be it enacted, etc., That the following-described tract of land situate in 
suspended townships 38 north, range 6 west, and 38 north, range 7 
west, 'New Mexico principal meridian, in La Plata County, Colo., to wit: 
Beginuing at corner No. 1. at the junction of Missouri Gulc_h with the 
Florida River, running thence north 20 degt·ees and 7 mmutes east 
4,900 feet .to station No. 2; thence north 77 degrees and 2 m!nutes east 
1,060 feet to station No. 3; thence north 8 degrees and 24 mmutes east 
2,400 feet to station No. 4; thence north 7 degrees and 28 minutes 
west 4,600 feet to station No. 5; thence north 10 degrees and 23 min­
utes east 5,400 feet to station No. 6; whence corner No. 1, reservoir 
No. 3, or Lake Lily, bears south 50 degrees and 7 minutes east 1,'200 
feet; from said corner No. 1, Lake Lily, the monument on Mount Valois 
bears south 23 degrees and 10 minutes east 4,792.6 feet; United States 
location monument Tempest bears south 31 minutes east 2,896 feet; 
thence from station No. 6, aforesaid, north 87 de,;rees and 31 minutes 
cast 1,550 feet to station No. 7; thence south 38 degrees and 37 minutes 
east 3,300 feet to station No. 8 ; thence south 84 degrees and 30 min­
utes east 2,700 feet to station No. 9; thence south 33 minutes east 
4,000 feet to station No. 10 ; thence south 30 degrees and 24 minutes 
east 2,500 feet to station No. 11; thence south 77 degrees and 26 min­
utes east 3,200 feet to station No. 12; thence south 43 degrees and 51 
minutes east 1,750 feet to station No. 13; thence south 5 degrees and 
58 minutes west 2,2GO feet to station No. 14; thence south 44 degrees 
and 17 min:utes west 2,000 feet to station No. 15 ; thence south 77 de­
grees and 31 minutes we1lt 4,800 feet to station No. 16 ; thence south 
54 degrees and 45 minutes west 3,300 feet to station No. 17; thence 
north 87 degrees and 27 minutes west 6,400 feet, more or less, to 
station No. 1, the place of beginning; including those four certain 
reservoirs claimed or occupied by said city of Durango, known as reser­
voir No. 1 or upper park reservoir; reservoir No. 2 or Santa Maria 
Lake; reservoir No. 3 or Lake Lily, and reservoir No. 4 or Lakeside 
Lake, subject to any former grant or -conveyance affecting said lands, 
be, and 'the same are hereby, granted and conveyed to the city of Du­
rango, county of La Plata and State of Colorado, to have and to hold 
said lands to its use and behoof forever for the purposes of water stor­
age and supply of its waterworks and the protection of its water sup­
ply, and for such purposes said city shall forever have the right in its 
discretion to control and use any and all parts of the said premises 
herein granted and conveyed in the construction of reservoirs, conduits, 
and flumes, and in the laying of pipes and mains and in making such 
improvements as may be necessary to store, utilize, protect from pollu­
tion, and enjoy the waters contained. in any. natural or constructed res­
ervoir, basins, or waterways upon satd premrses. 

SEc. 2. That if the said city of Durango shall, at any time hereafter, 
abandon the lands above described and cease to use the same for said 
purposes said above-described lands shall revert to the Government of 
t he United States. 

The committee amendments were read,. as follows: 
Amend, on page 1, in line 6, after the word " Colorado," by inserting 

the words "within the San Juan Forest Reserve." 

Further amend by adding the following provisos to section 1, on 
page 4: ((Provided, That the city of Durango shall pay for said land 
$1~5 per acre : Provided fttt·ther, That the Forest Service of the United 
States Department of Agriculture shall have full power to patrol the 
said lands, and to protect them from fire and trespass : Provided tw·­
thm·, That the Forest Service may dispose of the timber upon the said 
lands, except so much thereof as may be growing within 100 feet from 
the margin of any natural or constructed reservoir or of the main 
creeks within the said boundary flowing into any such reservoirs, under 
such additional rules for lumbering to protect said waters from pollu­
tion as shall be prescribed by the Forester and approved by the mayor 
of the city of Durango: And pt·ovided fm·ther, That if said city shall 
fence all or any part of said lands it shall provide practicable gates in 
such fence at points to be designated by the supervisor of the San Juan 
Forest Reserve." 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 
1\Ir. WILLIAMS. Reserving the right to object--
Mr. HOGG. 1\Ir. Speaker, I would like to move to amend by 

striking out the second section. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman giyes notice in case the bill 

is considered be will move to strike out the second section. 
1\Ir. WILLIAMS. What does section 2 do? 
1\Ir. HOGG. It contains a provision for a reversion of the 

property back to the Government in case they cease to use it. 
That was done when the original bill did not proyide for the 
payment to the Government of this dollar and twenty-five cents 
an acre. This amendment which has been suggested by the 
committee charges them a dollar and a quarter an acre, which 
is the Government price, and this amendment obviates the ne­
cessity for that provision. They have to pay for the land at the 
Government price. · 

l\fr. WILLIAMS. Is that all the land is worth? 
Mr. HOGG. It is not worth that for any other purpose. 
1\Ir. WILLIAMS. Is this u unanimous report of the commit­

tee? 
1\Ir. HOGG. Yes, sir. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Is there a lawsuit now between the State 

of Kansas and Colorado affecting the use of the waters of this 
river? 

Mr. IIOGG. No; this water flows into the Gulf of California, 
in the western portion of the State. 

1\Ir. WILLIAMS. This is the other river? 
1\Ir. HOGG. Yes. 
The SPE.d..KER. Is there objection? [After a pause:] The 

Chair bears none. The Clerk will report the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Colorado. 

The Clerk read as follows : 
Strike out section 2. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The committee amendments were agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 

third time; and it was read the third time, and passed. 
On motion of Mr. HoGG, a motion to reconsider the last •ote 

was laid on the table. 
Mr. HOGG. Mr. Speaker, I have another bill-H. R. 10292. 
1\Ir. WILLIAMS. Mr. · Speaker, if this is the reques~ for 

unanimous consent, I will be forced to object. 
Mr. HOGG. It is very short. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Perhaps at some other time I might not 

object to it, but I object now. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Mr. WACHTER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, re­
ported that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills 
of the following titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

II. R. 12843. An act to amend the seventh section of the act 
entitled "An act to establi h circuit. courts of appeals a.nd to 
define and r~gulate in certain cases the jurisdiction of the 
courts of the United States, and for other purposes," approved 
March 3, 1891, and the several acts amendatory thereto ; and 

S. 3292. An act to incorporate the Grand Council of the United 
States of the Improved Order of Red Men. 

The SPEAKER announced his signature to enrolled bills of 
the following titles : 

S. 4302. An act to amend the pro>ision in an act approved 
March 3, 1899, imposing a charge for tuition on nonresident 
pupils in the public Echools of the District of Columbia ; 

S. 4426. An act to amend section 927 of the Code of Law for 
the District of Columbia, relating to insane criminals ; and 

S. 4168. An act to correct a typographical error in act ap­
proved July 1, 1898, entitled "An act to vest in the Commission­
ers of the District of Columbia control of street parking in said 
District.'' 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, Mr. SCROGGY was granted leave of 
absence indefinitely, on account of illness. 

Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Speaker, I move that the H ouse 
do now adjourn. 
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The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at 5 o'clock and 5 1· in the Philippine Archipelago, and for other purposes-to the 
minutes p. m. ) the Honse adjourned to meet to-morrow~ at 12 Committee on Insular Affairs. 
o'clock noon. By :Mr. STEE~SON : A bill (II. R. 1802G) permitting the 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive com­
munications were taken from the Speaker's table and referred 
as follows: 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a 
copy of a letter from the Secretary of War submitting an esti­
mate of appropriation for relief of Col. Luis Fontana y Esteve, 
of Iligan, Mindanao, P . I.-to the Committee on Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, submitting, with 
a copy of a communication from the Auditor of the Department, 
a recommendation as to the destruction of certain papers-to 
Joint Select Committee on Disposition of Useless Papers in the 
Executive Departments, and ordered to be printed. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS Al\1]) 
RESOLUTIONS. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, bills and resotutions of the fol­
lowing titles were severally reported from committees, deliv­
ered to the Clerk, and referred to the several Calendars therein 
named, as follows : 

Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee on Election of President, 
Vice-President, and Representatiyes in Congress, to which was 
l'eferred the House joint resolution (H. J. Res. 120) proposing 
an amendment to the Constitution of the United States, provid­
ing for the election and term of office of members of Congress, 
reported the same without amendment, accompanied by a report 
(No. 31G5) ; which said joint resolution and report were re­
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. BATES, from the Joint Select Committee on Disposition 
of Useless Papers in the Executive Deparbnents, to which was 
referred House Document No. 593, relative to the disposition of 
useless papers in the Treasury Department, reported the same, 
accompanied by a report (No. 3168); which said document 
and report were referred to the House Calendar. 

REPORTS OF COl\HliTTEES ON PRIV ATEl BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions of 
the following titles were severally reported from committees, 
delivered to the Clerk, and referred to the Committee of the 
,,Vhole House, as follows : 

1\Ir. SPIGHT, from the Committee on the Merchant Marine 
and Fisheries, to which was referred the bill of the House 
(H. ·R. 11932) to grant American registry to the bark Home­
'lca1·d Bound, reported the same without amendment, accompa­
nied by a report (No. "31GG) ; which said bill and report were 
referred to the Priyate Calendar. 

Mr. GOULDEN, from the Committee on the 1\lercbant 1\farine 
and Fisheries, to which was referred the bill of the House 
(H. R . 7014) to provide American registers for the steamers 
Marie and Success, reported the same without amendment, ac­
companied by a report (No. 3167) ; which said bill and report 
were referred to the Private Calendar. 

PUBLIC BILLS, RESOLUTIONS, AND MEMORIALS. 

Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials 
of the following titles were introduced and severally referred 
as . follows : 

By l\Ir. DENBY: A bill (H. R. 18022) to suspend the coming 
of Chine e laborers into the United States, and to provide for 
the admission into the United States of certain other Chinese 
persons and persons of Chinese descent, and for other pur­
poses-to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By 1\Ir. MURPHY: A bill (H. R. 18023) in relation to prac­
tice in d'ril actions in the District of Columbia-to the Commit­
tee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BURTON of Ohio: A bill (H. R. 18024) for the con­
trol and regulation of the waters of Niagara River, . for the 
preservation of Niagara Falls, and for other purposes-to the 
Committee on Ri\ers and Harbors. 

By .JUr. CRUl\IPACKER : A bill (H. R. 18025) to regulate 
shipping in trade between ports of the United States and ports 
or places in the Philippine Archipelago, b.etween ports or places 

building of a dam across the 1\Hssissjppi River near the eity of 
Bemidji, Beltrruni County, 1\Iinn.-to the Committee on Inter­
state and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. PATTERSON of North Carolina : A bill (H. R~ 18027) 
to provide for the purchase of Fort Fisher, in the State of North 
Carolina, and to establish a national park thereat, and so forth­
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By 1\fr. PARSONS: A bill (H. R. 1802S) making appropria­
tions for the repair and improvement of the court-house ancl 
post-office building at New York City, N. Y., and the sidewalks 
surrounding the same-to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds. 

By Mr. LOUD: A bill (ll. R. 1802D) to fix the salaries of tea 
examiners at the various ports of the United States-to the Com­
mittee on Ways and 1\Ieans. 

By 1\Ir. HULL, from the Committee on 1\filitary Affairs: A. 
bill (H. R. 18030) making appropriations for the support of 
the Military Academy for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1007, 
and for other purposes-to the Union Calendar. 

By 1\Ir. STEPHENS of Texas: A joint resolution (H. J. Res. 
135) to reduce the rentals of certain Indian lands in Oklahoma 
Territory-to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

PRIVATE BILLS Al~D RESOLUTIONS. 

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills and resolutions 
of the following titles were introduced and severally referred 
as follows : 

By Mr. ALLEN of l\Iaine: A bill (H. R. 18031) granting an 
increase of pension to Daniel H. Toothaker-to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BARTLETT: A bill (H. R. 18032) granting an in­
crease of pension to Mary H. Scott-to the Committee on Pen­
sions. 

By 1\lr. BONYNGE : A bill (H. R. 18033) granting an in­
crease of pension to Ida R. Broadwell-to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

By 1\Ir. BRUNDIDGE: A bill (H. R. 18034) granting a pen­
sion to Mary A. Montgomery-to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. n.. 18035) granting a pension to Jacob N. 
McCullough-to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a bill (II. R . 18036) granting a pension to William 
White-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 18037) granting u pension to John S. Al­
derson-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 18038) granting an increase of pension to 
E . W . Briggs-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 18039) granting an increase of pension to 
J ohn W. Stephens-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 18040} granting an increase of pension to 
Thomas Akin-to the Committee on Invalid Pen ions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 18041) granting an increase of pension to 
'Villiam R. Riner-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BROWN: A bill (H. R. 18042) granting an increase 
of pension to James II. Sinclair-to the Committee on In\alid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. BYRD: A bill (H~ R. 18043) for the r elief of Thomas 
P. Burnham, administrator of the e tate of D. J. Burnham, 
deceased-to the Committee on War Clu.ims. 

By 1\Ir. CAMPBELL of Ohio: A bill (II. R. 18044) granting 
an increase of pension to Thomas Murphy-to the Committee 
on I nvalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CUSIIUAN: A. bill (II. R. 18045) granting an in­
crease of pension to John ~1. Webb--to the Committee on In­
valid Pensions. 

By Mr. DICKSON of Illinois: A bill (H. R. 1804G) granting 
an increase of pension to John H . Allison-to the Committee 
on In\alid Pensions. 

By Mr. HILL of Connecticut: A bill (H. R. 18047) granting 
an increase of pension to William Carpenter-to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

By .Mr. HULL: A bill (H. R. 18048) granting a pension to 
:Mary G. Cummins-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 18040) granting an increa e of pension to 
James 1\I. Means-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By 1\Ir. KEIFER (by request) : A bill (H. R. 18050) to en­
able the Pre ·dent to restore Second Lieut. Henry Ossian Flip­
per to duty, rank., and status in the United States Army-to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. KENNEDY of Nebraska: A bill (H. R. 18051) for 
the relief of Charles A. Hubbard-to the Committee on Ciaims. 
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By Mr. LAFEAN: A bill (H. R. 18052) granting a penslon 

to John Lewis Bernard Breighner-to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. CHARLES B. LANDIS: A bill (H. R. 18053) grant­
ing a pension to Willis R. Denny-to the Committee on In­
valid Pensions. 

By 1\fr. LAW: A bill (H. R. 18054) granting an increase of 
pension to Stewart J. Donnelly-to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. LIVINGSTON: A bill (H. R. 18055) for the relief 
of the estate of Solomon Landis, deceased-to the Committee 
on 'Var Claims. 

By Mr. McGUIRE : A bill (H. R. 180u6) ·granting an in­
crease of pension to Moses Davis-to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. MACON: .A bill (H. R. 18057) for the relief of the 
estate of James S. Ford, deceased-to the Committee on War 
Claims. 

By Mr. MILLER: A bill (H. R. 18058) granting an increase 
of pension to John Bailey-to the Committee on Invalid Pen­
sions. 

By Mr. MOUSER: .A bill (H. R. 18059) granting an increase 
of pension to Catherine McDowell-to the Committee on In­
valid Pensions. 

By Mr. MURPHY : A bill (H. R. 18060) granting a pension to 
Shray J. Harwood-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

A.lso, a bill (H. R. 18061) granting an increase of pension to 
Oliver W. Shockley-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (II. R. 18062) granting an increase of pension to 
Henry Shireman-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 18063) granting an increase of pension to 
. Wiiiia.m C. Peterson-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 180G4) granting an increase of pension to 
James 1\f. Watts-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 18065) to amend and correct the records 
of Company I, Fourth Regiment Missouri Volunteer Infantry, 
by including the name of William J. Elmer therein, with the 
dates of his enlistment and discharge-to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

By Mr. NORRIS: A bill (H. R. 18066) granting an increase 
of pension to Alexander 1\f. Fergus-to the Committee on Inva­
lid Pensions. 

lly 1\Ir. RANSDELL of Louisiana: A bill (H. R. 18067) grant­
ing an increase of pension to Joseph Guiott-to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. RUPPERT: A bill (H. R. 18068) removing the charge 
of desertion from the naval record of Frederick T. Thompson­
to the Committee on Naval .Affairs. 

By 1\fr. SAMUEL: A bill (H. R. 18069) granting an increase 
of pension to Cornelius Vanderbilt-to the Committee on Inva­
lid Pensions. 

By Mr. SCHNEEBELI: A bill (H. R. 18070) for the relief 
of Josiah Saudt-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 18071) for the relief of Samuel Snyder­
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By .Mr. SMITH of Texas: A bill (H. R. 18072) granting an 
increase of pension to Charles W. Bracken-to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

.Also, a bill (H. R. 18073) granting an increase of pension to 
1\fary McFarlane-to the Committee on Pensions. 

By 1\fr. STANLEY: A bill (H. R. 18074) for the relief of the 
estate of W. C. Russell, deceased-to the Committee on War 
Claims. · 

By 1\Ir. SULZER : A bill (H. R. 18075) granting a pension to 
Anna E. Kingston-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. ZENOR: A bill (H. R. 18076) granting an increase of 
pens ion to Elizabeth Bartley-to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

CHANGE OF REFERENOEl. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XXII, the Committee on Invalid Pen­
sions was discharged from the consideration of the bill (H. R. 
17547) granting an increase of pension to Florence L. M. 
1\lentz, and it was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 
Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following petitions and pa­

pers were laid on the Clerk's desk and referred as follows : 
By Mr. ACHESON: Petition of the T Square Club, of Phila­

delphia, for preservation of Niagara Falls-to the Committee 
on Rivers and Harbors. 

By Mr. ADAMS of Pennsylvania : Petition of the T Square 

Club, of Philadelphia, for preservation of Niagara Falls-to the 
Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

Also, petition of Andrew Eissler, jr., et al., for the Gardner 
bill favoring restriction of immigration-to the Committee on 
Immigration and Naturalization. 

By Mr. AIKEN: Paper to accompany bill for relief of Eliza­
beth Hodges-to the Committee on Pensions. 

By 1\Ir. B.ffiTHOLDT: Petition of the St. Louis Credit 1\len's 
.Association, against repeal of the bankruptcy law-to the Com­
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A.lso, petition of Camp Lorance B. De Witt, Army of the Phil­
ippines, for bill by Mr. RoBERT W. BoNYNGE, of Colorado, rela­
tive to medals for officers and enlisted men of the Army-to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, petition of citizens of St. Louis County, against consoli­
dation of third and fourth class mail matter-to the Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By l\I1·. BEALL of Texas : Paper to accompany bin for relief 
of Andrew C. Woodard-to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, paper to accompany bill for relief of J. J. Elliott-to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

By 1\!r. BENNET'!' of Kentucky: Paper to accompany bill for 
relief of Thomas B. Hutchinson-to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

Also, paper to accompany bill for relief of w. H. Dobbins-to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: Petition of the T Square Club, of Phila­
delphia, against commerical spoliation of Niagara Falls-to the 
Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

By Mr. BOUTELL: Petition of citizens of Glenwood, Iowa, 
against religious legislation in the District of Columbia-to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia . 

By 1\Ir. BRUNDIDGEl : Paper to accompany bill for relief of 
Thomas Aiken-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, paper to accompany bill for relief of William R. Riner­
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, paper to accompany bill for relief of William White-to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, petition of the Independence County (Ark.) Union, for 
a parcels-post law-to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post-Roads. 

Also, paper to accompany bill for relief of John W. Stephens­
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By 1\lr. BURLEIGH: Petition of Victor Grange, North Fair­
field, 1\!e., for repeal of revenue tax on denaturized alcohol-to . 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Mr. CLARK of Florida: Petition of many citizens of New 
York and vicinity, for relief for heirs of victims of Ge·neral Slo­
cum disaster-to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. COLE: Petition of citizens of Bellefontaine, Ohio, 
against religious legislation in the District of Columbia-to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin: Petition of citizens of Racine 
and Somers, Wis., against religious legislation in the Dish·ict of 
Columbia-to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By 1\Ir. DARRAGH: Petition of citizens of Lakeview, 1\Iich., 
against religious legislation in the District of Columbia-to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By 1\Ir. DRISCOLL : Petition of Kemp, Burpee & Co., the 
Syracuse Qhilled Plow Company, and A. R. Fairbanks et al., for 
repeal of revenue tax on denaturized alcohol-to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

By l\Ir. FOWLER: Petition of citizens of Elizabeth, Dover, 
Rahway, Rockaway, Plainfield, Hope, Summit, Roselle, and 
Westfield, N.J., for biii H. R. 15442--to the Committee on Immi­
gration and Nahlralization. 

By 1\Ir. G.A.RD:l\'ER of Massachusetts : Petition of the Twenty­
fourth Club of Haverhill, lliass., for legislation to improve the 
condition of women labor in the United States-to the Com­
mittee on the Dish·ict of Columbia. 

By 1\Ir. GILLETT of Massachusetts : Petition of North Brook­
field (Mass.) Gra.nge, for repeal of revenue tax on denaturized 
alcohol-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By 1\fr. GLASS: Paper to accompany bill for relief of William 
H. Patterson-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By 1\Ir. GOEBEL: Petition of the Nomad Club, of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, for preservation of Niagara Falls-to the Committee on 
Rivers and Harbors. 

By 1\Ir. GOLDFOGLE: Petition of the National Council of • 
Women of the United States, for a child's bureau in the Dis­
trict of Columbia (child-labor bill)-to the Committee on .the 
District of Columbia. 

By 1\Ir. GRAHAM: Petition of J. 1\I. l\fcElvany et al., for 
relief of the landless Indians of northern California-to the 
Committee on Indian .Affairs. 
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By Mr. H.Al\IILTON : Petition of citizens of Bangor, Mich., 
against religious leo-i lation in the District of Columbia-to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, petition of soldiers of Summitsville, Ind., for increase of 
pension for ex-prisoners of war (H. R. 15585)-to the Commit­
tee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HASKINS: Petition of Eclipse Grange, of Thetford, 
· Vt., for repeal of revenue tax on denaturized alcohol-to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HAYES: Petition of the First Congregational Church 
of Redwood City, Cal., for relief for Indians of California-to 
!he Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, petition of J. G. Watson et al., for relief of certain land­
less Indians in northern California-to the Committee on In­
dian Affairs. 

Also, petition of the National Council of Women of the United 
States, for bills S. 50 and H. R. 4462 and 6001 (child-labor 
bills)-to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, petition of citizens of Santa Clara County, Cal., for re­
lief of Indians in California-to the Committee on Indian Af­
fairs. 

Also, petition of 1\I. Bulman, against passage of bill H. R. 
12973-to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. · 

By Mr. HILL of Connecticut: Paper to accompany bill for 
relief of William Carpenter-to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By ~fr. HOUSTON: Paper to accompany bill for relief of 
estate of N. B. Reese (previously referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions)-to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. LAFEAN: Petition of A. B. Farquhar, of York, Pa., 
for repeal of revenue tax on denaturized alcohol-to the Com­
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. LIVINGSTON : Paper to accompany bill for relief 
of estate of Solomon Landis, of Fulton County, Ga.-to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. LOUD : Petition of many citizens of Michigan, against 
religious legislation in the District of Columbia-to the Com­
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, petition of citizens of Rose City, Mich., against religious 
legislation in the District of Columbia-to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. PEARRE: Petition of citizens of Takoma Park, Md., 
against religious legislation in the District of Columbia-to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. REEDER: Petition of citizens of Glen Elder, Kans., 
against religious legislation in the District of Colum.bia-to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. · 

By Mr. SCllNEEBELI : Petition of the Baltimore and Phila­
delphia Steamboat Company, against bill H. R. 17129 (on a pat­
ented article-to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce. 

Also, petition of Henson & Pearson, the Provident Lumber 
Company, the Lumberman's Exchange, the W. 1\I. Lloyd Com­
pany, and the ll. C. Patterson Company, all of Philadelphia, for 
bill H. R. 5281-to the Committee on the Merchant Marine and 
Fisheries. 

By Mr. Sl\HTH of Kentucky: Paper to accompany bill for 
relief of William Petit-to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. SOUTHARD : Petition of Cuyahoga Lodge, No. 20, of 
the Brotherhood of Boiler Makers and Iron-ship Builders of 
America, for the shipping bill-to the Committee on the Mer­
chant Marine and Fi heries. 

Also, petition of M. C. Trout, urging that the Postmaster­
General be required to show cause for issuing the fraud order 
against the People's Bank-to the Committee on Rules. 

Also, petition of Katherine C. Murphy, Mrs. W. A. Somer­
ville, and Mrs. Ella C. Magruder, for legislation to investi­
gate the industrial condition of women in the United States­
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, petition of numerous veteran soldiers of Ohio, for the 
Dalzell bill (H. R. 9)-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SPIGHT: Papers to . accompany bill H. R. 17944, 
relative to a bridge across Tallabatchie Rh·er, Mississippi-to 
the Committee on Inter tate and Foreign Commerce. 

Dy 1\lr. TOWNSEND: Petition of Onsted (Mich.) Grange, for 
repeal of revenue tax on denaturized alcohol-to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

Also, petition of citizens of Jackson County, Mich., against 
• religious legislation in the District of Columbia-to the Com­

mittee on the District of Columbia. 
By Mr. WEEUS : Petition of R. P. Scott et al., for repeal of 

re,enue tax on denaturized alcohol-to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

AI o, paper to accompany bill for relief of Theodore T. 
Bnell-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

SENATE. 

THURSDAY, April1~, 1906. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. EDw .ARD E. liALE. 
The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal of yesterday's 

proceedings, when, on request of Mr. CULBERSON, and by unani­
mous consent, the further reading was dispensed with. 

The VICE-PRE.SIDENT. The Jourpal stands approved. 
BUREAU OF ENGRAVING AND PRINTING. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica­
tion from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a letter 
from . t~e Dire~tor of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing 
s~bmtttmg an mcrease in the force provided for in the legisla­
tive, executive, and judicial appropriation bill as proposed by 
the House of Representatives, and heretofore paid from the 
appropriations for engraving and printing, and suggesting an 
amendment to the restrictive provision in connection therewith · 
which, with the accompanying paper, was referred to the Com~ 
mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

FOREST RESERVES. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica­

tion from the Secretary of Agriculture, transmitting, in response 
to a resolution of the 5th instant, a statement of the amount of 
money that has been collected under the provisions of section 5 
of an act entitled "An act providing for the transfer Of forest 
reserves from the Interior Department to the Department of 
Agriculture," approved February 1, 1905, and the approximate 
estimate of the amount that will be collected during the present 
fiscal year, etc.; which, on motion of :Mr. HEYBURN, was ordered 
to lie on the table, and be printed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 

BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the Bouse bad 
passed the following bills with amendments; in which it re­
quested the concurrence of the Senate: 

S. 980. An act to authorize the sale of a portion of the Lower 
Brule Reservation in South Dakota, and for other purposes; 
and 

S. 2188. An act granting to the city of Durango, in the State 
of Colorado, certain lands therein described for water reservoirs. 

The message also announced that the House had agreed to 
the amendments of the Senate to the following bills : 

H. R. 6158. An act granting an increase of pension to Henry 
Rittenhouse; 

H. R. 6401. An act granting an increase of pension to Wil­
liam V. Van Ostern; 

H. R. 9!)24. An act granting an increase of pension to Carrie 
.A. Conley; 

H. R. 11748. An act granting an increase of pension to James 
Wilson ; and 

H. R. 13010. An act granting an increase of pension to Alice 
B. Hartshorne. 

The message further announced that the House had passed a 
bill (H. R. 12872) to amend an act entitled "An act to amend 
and codify the laws relating to municipal corporations in the 
district of Alaska," app~oved April 28, 1904; in which it re­
quested the concurrence of the Senate. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
The message also announced that the Speaker of the ~ Rouse 

had signed the following enrolled bills ; and they were thereupon 
signed by the Vice-President : 

S. 32!)2. An act to incorporate the Grand Council of the United 
States of the Improved Order of Red 1\Ien ; 

S. 41G8. An act to correct a typographical error in act ap­
pro,ed July 1, 1898, entitled "An act to vest in the Commis ion­
ers of the District of Columbia control of street parking in said 
District;" 

S. 4302. An act to amend the provision in an act approved 
March 3, 18!)!), imposing a charge for tuition on nonre ident 
pupils in the public schools of the District of Columbia; 

S. 4426. An act to amend section 927 of the Code of Law for 
the District of Columbia, relating to insane criminals; and 

ll. R. 12843. An act to amend the se,enth section of the act 
entitled "An act to establish circuit courts of appeals and to 
define and regulate in certain cases the jurisdiction of the courts 
of the United States, and for other purpo es," approved March 
3, 1891, and the several acts amendatory thereto. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT presented a petition of the Flatbush 

Taxpayers' Association, of Brooklyn, N. Y., praying for the 
enactment of legislation providing for the construction of a 
United States battle ship at the Brooklyn Navy-Yard; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
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